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Motezuma is permitted to ſhew himſelf in pub« 
lick, going out to his Temples and Recrea- 
tions. Cortes takes ſome neceſſary Precau- 

tions. The Spaniards are in Doubt, at this 
Ne, whether they ſhould overthrow the Idols 
of Mexico, or wait for a more proper Occa- 


fron. | 
| es this Day forward Motezuma remained 


a voluntary Priſoner of the Spaniards, and 

| was beloved of all for his Courteſy and Li- 
berality. His own Servants and Attendants had 
been hitherto unacquainted with his Gentleneſs and 
Vor. II. B Moderation, 
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Moderation, as being Virtues he had acquired by 
his Converſation with Strangers, and far from his 


own natural Temper. He very often confirmed the 


Sincerity of his Mind, both by Words and Actions: 
And when he thought he had fecured and merited 
the Confidence of Cortes, he reſolved to try him by 
aſking his Permiſſion to go ſometimes to vifit his 
Temples. He gave his Word that he would return 


punctually to his Priſon ; for fo he uſed to call it, 


when none of his own People were preſent : He 
told him, „That he deſired now for his own Con- 
& veniency, and for the Sake of the Spaniards 
c themſelves, to ſhew himſelf to his Subjects; for 
& that they began to ſurmiſe, that he was detained 
“ in that Confinement by Force, ſeeing the Cauſe 
of his Detention was ceaſed by the Puniſhment 
* of Jualpopoca; and that it was to be feared ſome 
« Commotion, more than barely popular, might 
happen, if he did not ſpeedily prevent it by this 
« Mark of his Liberty.” Hernan Cortes, ſenſible 
how much he was in the Right, and defirous like- 


wiſe to humour the Mexicans, anſwered freely and 


courteouſly, That he might go when, and where- 
« ever he pleaſed, and that he attributed his ma- 
King ſuch a Requeſt to the Exceſs of his Good- 
* neſs, ſeeing both himſelf, and all his People, 


were intirely at his Service ;?* but he accepted 


the Promiſe he made him of not changing his Place 
of Reſidence, as one extremely defirous not to be 
deprived of the Honour he had received. 


TRE Emperor's Purpoſe of viſiting his Temples 
cauſed ſome Scruples in the General; but to make 
the beſt Conditions he could, he obtained of him 
to aboliſh all human Sacrifices from that Day, con- 


tenting himſelf with this partial Remedy, ſince it 


was not yet Time to endeavour a total Reformation 
of Abuſes; and where we cannot do what is beſt 


at 
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at once, it is Prudence to divide the Difficulty, in 
order to overcome it by Degrees. Motezuma con- 
ſented to this, effectually prohibiting thoſe Sacrifices 
in all the Temples: And though it may be doubt- 
ed, whether that Order was exactly complied with, 
yet it is certain, that there was no Breach of it in 
publick ; and if they ever did perform them, it was 
with their Gates ſhut, as if they were doing ſome- 

thing that was criminal. | 


His firſt Sally was to the principal Temple of 
the City, with his accuſtomed Pomp and Atten- 
dance: He took ſome Spaniards along with him, 
calling them himſelf, by way of Prevention, ta 
avoid the Shame of having them ordered to attend 
him either as Guards or Witneſſes of his Actions. 
The People celebrated this firſt Appearance of their 
Sovereign with great Acclamations of Joy; not that 
they truly loved him, or that they had forgot the 
Oppreſſions under which they laboured; but at this 
Time Duty got the better of their Inclinations, and 
a Crown has its Influence, although it be upon the 
Head of a Tyrant. He received their Acclamations 


with an Air of Majeſty, and was that Day very li- 


beral in beſtowing Favours upon his Nobles, and 
likewiſe in diſtributing Gifts among the Populace. 
He afterwards went up to the Temple, reſting on 
the Arms of the Prieſts; and having complied with 
ſome of the leaſt ſcandalous Rites of his 3 
returned to the Quarters, where he again compli- 
mented the Spaniards, declaring, That the Satiſ- 
„ faction he had in reſiding among them, made 
&« him no leſs defirous to return, than the Diſ- 
« charge of his Promiſe.” | ; 

Hz continued to go abroad when he pleaſed, 
without any Thing extraordinary happening, ſome- 
times to the Palace where he kept his Wives, at 
other Times to his Temples, and Pleaſure-Houſes, 


B 2 always 


4 The HISTORY of the Book IV. 
always uſing the Ceremony of aſking Leave of Cor- 
tes, or taking him along with him, when what he 
went about would decently admit of his Company 
but he never lay a Night out of the Quarters, nor 
ſo much as once mentioned the Changing of his 
Habitation; on the contrary, the Mexicans began to 
look upon this Perfeverance of their Emperor as 
the Effect of his Love to the Spaniards: So that 
now. the Miniſters and Nobles of the City viſited 
Cortes, making uſe of his Intereſt to gain their Pre- 
tenſions ; and all the Spaniards that were more par- 
ticularly eſteemed by Corzes, received es 
and Flatteries; the common Method of all Courts; 
where by Intreaties and Addreſſes, thoſe Idols called 
the Prince's Favourites, are in a Manner worſhip- 

ed. -” | 
i DvurinG this Tranquility Cortes did not negle& 
thoſe Precautions which were thought conducive to 
his Security, nor to forward thoſe high Deſigns 
which were forming in his Mind, though as yet 
without any determinate Object, or knowing whi- 
ther the obſcure Flattery of his Hopes would carry 
him. Immediately upon the Vacancy of the Go- 
vernment of YVera-Cruz by the Death of Juan de 
Eſcalante, and when the Ways were cleared from 
Danger by the Puniſhment of the Criminals, he 
named Captain Gonzalo de Sandoval for that Em- 
ployment : And becauſe in the preſent Poſture of 
Affairs he would not part with ſo ſerviceable a 
Commander, he ſent, in Quality of his Lieutenant, 
a certain private Soldier, named Alonſo de Grado, a 
Man of Senſe and Ability, but of an unquiet tur- 
bulent Spirit, one of thofe who had diſtinguiſhed 
themſelves in the paſt Diſturbances. It was be- 
lieved he gave him that Employment both to ſa- 
tisfy him, and to get him out of the Way; but it 
was no ſound Policy to put a Perfon ſo little to be 

| depended. 
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depended on, in a Place that was kept for a Re- 
treat, and againſt any Attempts which might be 
feared from the Iſle of Cuba, His Preſence in that 
Port might have proved a great Inconvenience, if 
the Veſſels which Diego Velaſquez had ſet out in 
Proſecution of his ancient Claim, had arrived, a lit- 
tle ſooner. But Alonſo de Grado himſelf, by his 
own Proceedings, rectified the Error of his Elec- 
tion; for in a few Days after, there were ſo many 
Complaints ſent from the Inhabitants, and the 
Towns thereabouts, that it was neceſſary to bring 
23 away Friſoner, and to ſend the Governor him- 
elf. | | 
_ Hernan .CorTzs made uſe of the Opportunity 
of theſe Journies to and fro, for the bringing from 
Vera-Cruz ſome Cordage, Sails, Nails, and other 
Spoils of the Ships which had been bored, with a 
Deſign to build two Brigantines, that he might 
command the Paſſage of the Lake; for he could 
not put out of his Mind thoſe broken Expreſſions 
which the T/aſcalans had heard concerning cuttin 
away the Bridges and ruining the Cauſeys. He ufd 
introduced this Novelty, by making Motezuma de- 
firous to ſee the Nature of the large Embarkations 
uſed in Spain, and the great Eaſe with which they 
moved, the Wind doing. the Service of Oars; a 
Curioſity which he repreſented not to be compre- 
hended without ocular Demonſtration, becauſe the 
Mexicans were wholly ignorant of the Uſe of Sails; 
and the Emperor thought it would be a great Con- 
veniency, and redound very much to his Advan- 
tage, to have his Mariners inſtructed in this Art, 
It was not long before all that had been ſent for 
from Vera- Crux arrived; and the Building of the 
Veſſels was begun by ſome Artiſts of that Profeſ- 
ſion, who had liſted in the Army for Soldiers; the 
Carpenters of the City cutting and bringing the 
| B 3 Timber 
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Timber by Motezuma's Order: So that in a few 


Days the Brigantines were finiſhed, and the Empe- 


ror himſelf reſolved to make the firſt Trial, em- 
barking with the Spaniards, that he might take a 
nearer View of the ſurprizing Curioſity of that Sort 
of Navigation. thy 1 5 
Fox this Purpoſe he ordered Preparations for 
a great Hunting upon the Water, that he might 
have Time enough 'for his Obſervations : And on 
the Day appointed all the Canoes belonging to the 
Royal Equipage were early in the Morning upon 
the Lake with his whole Family, Retinue, and 
Huntſmen. They had augmented the Number of 
Rowers, not without a Preſumption that they ſhould 


gain Credit to the Lightneſs of their Boats, to the 


iſgrace of the Spaniſh Veſſels, which in their Opi- 
nions were heavy, and difficult to govern ; but it 
was not long before they were undeceived, for the 
Brigantines ſet out with Sails and Oars, opportunely 
favoured by the Wind, and left the Canoes a long 
Way behind, to the great Admiration of the In- 


dians. This was a Day of great Diverſion to the 


Spaniards, as well for the Novelty and Manner of 
Hunting, as for the Coſtlineſs and Magnificence of 
the Banquet with which they were regaled : And 
Motezuma took great Pleaſure in rallying his Row- 
ers for their vain Endeavours to come up with the 


Brigantines, and gloried in the Victory of the Spa- 


niards as his own. 


AFTER their Return, the whole City went out in 
Shoals to behold thoſe floating Houſes, as they 
termed them in their Language. The Novelty of 
the Thing had its ordinary Effects, and above all, 
the Indians admired the Management of the Rud- 
der, and the Sails, which, to their Thinking, com- 
manded both the Water and the Wind; an Inven- 
tion which the moſt judicious among them admir'd 
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as a Dexterity intirely beyond their Capacity; and 
the vulgar, as an Art more than natural, and a Do- 
minion over the Elements themſelves. The Reſult 
of all was, that thoſe Brigantines, which were built 
with a greater View, were received with Applauſe; 
and this prudent Foreſight of Cortes had ſuch a hap- 
py Effect, chat he gained great Reputation, by do- 
ing what was neceſſary to his own Security. _ 
Ar the ſame Time he was laying ſuch other 
Schemes, as his active Vigilance dictated: He in- 
troduced, in Diſcourſe with Motezuma, and his No- 
bles who came to viſit him, the Greatneſs of his 
Sovereign, extolling his Clemency, and aggrandi- 


Zing his Power; gaining them to his Opinion with 


ſo much Addreſs, that they began generally to de- 
fire the Alliance he propoſed, ans an eſtabliſhed 
Commerce with the Spaniards, as the Intereſt of the 
Mexican Monarchy. He likewiſe made ſome im- 
portant Diſcoveries by way of Converſation and 
pr Curioſity : He informed himſelf very particu- 

rly of the Strength and Extent of the Mexican 
Empire ; of its Provinces, Confines, Mountains, 
Rivers, and principal Mines ; of the Diſtances of 


both Seas, their Qualities, Roads, and Harbours: 


And he ſeemed ſo far from having the leaſt Deſign 
in Obſervations and Inquiſitiveneſs, that Motezuma, 
for his better Information, and to gratify his Curio- 
fity, ordered his Painters, with the Aſſiſtance of 
{ſkilful People, to draw out all his Dominions on a 
Piece of Cloth, like our Maps, which ſhewed him 
every Particular that was worth taking Notice of : 
He alſo permitted ſome Spaniards to go and take 


a View of the moſt celebrated Mines, as likewiſe f 


the Ports and Bays which were capable of Shipping. 


This Hernan Cortes propoſed to him, under Pretext 
of carrying a diſtinct Relation to his Prince of every 


Thing that was remarkable; to which Matezuma 
B 4 did 
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did not only give his Conſent, but ordered ſome of 
his. Soldiers to accompany them, and diſpatched 
Orders that they ſhould have free Admittance, and 
be inſtructed in whatever they deſired to know; a 
convincing Sign that he had no Suſpicion, and th 


* 


his Tongue and Heart went together. 


Bur at this very Juncture, when the Spaniards 


” 


Had moſt Reaſon to avoid ſtarting any Innovations, 


as dangerous to publick Quiet, and the good Un- 
derſtanding between them and the Mexicans, our 
Hiſtorians mention a Reſolution of theirs, ſo in- 
tirely prepoſterous, and inconſiſtent with the reſt of 
their Actions, and ſo very unſeaſonable that we are 
inclined to call the Truth of it in Queſtion, not- 
withſtanding we have no ſufficient Reaſons to omit 
it. Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo ſays, as does likewiſe 
Franciſco Lopez de Gomara before him, (agreeing 
Jometimes in Things leaſt probable) That they had 
reſolved to overthrow all the Idols of Mexico, and 
to turn the principal Temple into a Church: That 
they ſallied out to put in Execution what they had 
determined, notwithſtanding Motezuma reſiſted, and 


- endeavoured to hinder them: That the Prieſts took 


up Arms, and the whole City roſe in Defence of 
their Gods : That the Conteſt laſted, without com- 
ng to Blows, till ſuch Time, as for the publick 
Quiet, the Idols were ſuffered to remain in their 
Places; and a Chapel was cleanſed, and an Altar 
erected within the aforefaid Temple, where they 
placed the. Croſs of Chriſt, and the Image of his 


moſt bleſſed Mother; Maſs was ſung with great 


Solemnity, and the Altar continued many Days; the 
2 Prieſts of the Idols taking care to keep it neat, 
and to adorn it. And this Account Autonio de Her- 
r:ra likewiſe gives, but differs from both thoſe Au- 
thors, by adding ſome Circumſtances which paſs 
cane Limits of Embelliſhment, if ſuch Rhetorick 

may 
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may be allowed an Hiſtorian: For he deſcribes a 


Proceſſion of the Spaniards all in Arms, which was 
made in order to conduct the holy Images to the 


Temple; pens the very Speech which Cortes made, 


or rather that which he would perſuade us he made, 
before the Crucifix; and recounts a Kind of Miracle 
his Devotion produced; taking upon him to ſay, 
on what Foundation we know not, that a little after 
the Mexicans mutinied upon Account of the Want 
of Rain to refreſh their parch'd Fields: That they 
came to Cortes in a tumultuous Manner, complain- 
ing that their Gods refuſed to ſend them any Rain, 
becauſe he had introduced ſtrange Deities into their 
Temples; and that, to appeaſe thoſe ſeditious 
People, he promiſed them, on the Part of his 
God, a plentiful Shower of Rain within -a few 
Hours, which Promiſe Heaven punctually made 
good, to the great Admiration of Motezuma and 
the whole City. 3 85 


Wr ſhall not touch upon the Engagement he laid 


himſelf under, by promiſing Miracles to Infidels for 
Proof of the Truth of Religion, which might poſſi- 
bly have happened through the Vehemence of his 
Zeal; nor ſhall we wonder at the miraculous Suc- 
ceſs: For he might likewiſe have had at that Junc- 
ture ſome Spark of that lively Faith, which merits 
and performs Miracles. But the very Action itſelf 


is ſo diſſonant, ſo extremely repugnant to Reaſon, 


that it is difficult to believe it, conſidering the Wa- 


rineſs and Character of Cortes, and the Diſpoſition 


and Learning of Friar Bartolome de Olmedo. But 
allowing the Enterprize of overthrowing all the 
Idols of Mexico at that Time, and after the Manner 
related, to have had the Succeſs pretended ; (ſince 


it is ſometimes lawful for an Hiſtorian to paſs his 


Judgment upon the Facts he relates) we find in this 
ſeveral Objections, which oblige us at leaſt to doubt 
| | | the 


Tre 
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the Prudence of ſuch a Determination in ſo popu- 


lous a City, where it might reaſonably be held im- 
poſſible to effect what was found ſo difficult in Co- 


zumel. They were upon a good Footirig with Mo- 
tezuma: All the Security they enjoyed, depended 
wholly upon his Favour: He had not given them 
the leaſt Hopes of admitting the Goſpel; but on 
the contrary was inflexible and obſtinate in his Tdo- 
latry. The Mexicans, beſides the Bigotry with which 
they worſhipped their Idols, and' defended their 


Errors, were very much diſpoſed to rife in Arms 


againſt the Spaniards : What Prudence then could 
there be in undertaking ſo unſeaſonable an Affair 
againſt the Inclination of Motezuma ? If we look 


toward the Views with which it was pretended to 


have been done, we ſhall find them intirely uſeleſs, 
and inconſiſtent with Reaſon. Was it fit to begin 
the Converſion and Undeceiving of Idolaters by de- 


ſtroying their Idols: To regard an unprofitable 


outſide Shew as the Triumph of Religion: To 
place the holy Images in a Place unclean and de- 
teſtable; leaving them to the Diſpoſal of Pagan 
Priefts, expoſed to Irreverence, Profaneneſs, and 


Sacrilege: And laſtly, to celebrate, amongſt the Re- 


preſentations of the Devil, the ineffable Sacrifice of 
the Maſs? Antonio de Herrera qualifies theſe Under- 
takings with the Title of memorable Actions. Let 
thoſe judge who ſhall read them: We for our Parts 
do not find any good Reaſon, either Politick or 
Chriſtian, whereby to ſolve ſo many Inconſiſtencies. 
So leaving this Point of the Story doubtful and, 
undecided, we ſhall only add, that we had much 
rather, that either theſe Irregularities had never hap- 
pened after the Manner they are related, or that in- 
credible Truths had never been admitted in Hiſtory. 


CHAP. 
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$f , e 


4 Confliraty which was Eri ng againſt thi Spa- 
niards, by the King of Tezcuco, is diſcovered; 

and Motezuma, partly by bis own Vigulance, 
and partly by the Advice of Cortes, rad 15 
and chaſtiſes the Author. 


| Th the very firſt Beginnings of this g_ 
T prize of the Spaniards, the Variety of Accidents 
they met with was very remarkable; Proſperity, 
and its Contrary, alternately attending their Under- 
_ takings. Sometimes Hope was abſolute, and made 
Difficulties give way ; and at other Times Dangers 
ſprang from Security itſelf; All human Deſigns, 
and their Succeſſes, being ſubject to this Condition, 
to have Good and Evil ſo link*d together, that with 
little Intermifſion they ſucceed each other; and 2 
ought to believe, that this Inſtability of earth] 
Things is neceſſary to correct our intemperate P 
ſions. 

Tas blind Gentiles placed this Series of Variety 
in an imaginary Wheel, which was formed by a 
Chaining together of good and bad Succeſs, and 
was turned by a certain Intelligence without Elec- 
tion, which they called Fortune; attributing, by 
that Notion, to mere Chance every Thing they de- 
fired or feared ; whereas in Truth it is the wiſe Diſ⸗ 
polition of Divine Providence, that the Felicities 
and Misfortunes of the World do not continue long 
in. the ſame Station ; that Mankind may enjoy the 
one with Moderation, may bear the other with Pa- 
tience, and elevate their Minds to the Search of 


what is more ſtable and ſubſtantial in the Regions 
of Emer, 
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Tat Spaniards already found themſelves ſuffici- 
ently ſecured of the Favour of Motezuma, and of 
the Eſteem of the Mexicans : But at the ſame Time 
That they enjoyed this favourable Tranquillity, there 
aroſe a freſh Storm, which endangered all the Pre- 
"cautions of Cortes, and was occaſioned by Cacuma- 
2in, the Emperor's Nephew, King of Tezcuco, and 
Arſt Elector of the Empire. He was an inconfide- 


rate, hot-headed Youth, who being over-ruled by 


his Ambition, had determined to make his Name 
famous amongſt the Indians, by declaring himſelf 
againſt the ' Spaniards, with the Pretence of ſetting 


che Emperor at Liberty: His Rank, Dignity, and 


'high Blood, gave him Hopes of attaining the Em- 


pire at the firſt Election; and he flattered himſelf, 


that his Sword being once drawn, he might have a 


CThance to reach the Crown. His firſt Care was to 


endeavour to blacken and diſcredit Motezuma with 
his People, upbraiding his Puſillanimity and Mean- 
neſs of Spirit with which he ſuffered that inglorious 
Subjection: Then he accuſed the Spaniards, repre- 


ſenting in the blackeſt Colours the Violence they 


did the Emperor, the great Intereſt they were gain- 
ing in the Government, and the Foundations they 
were laying of a Tyranny, without paſſing by any 
one Particular which might render them odious and 
deſpicable. The next Step he took was to ſow the 
ſame Seeds of Sedition amongſt the reſt of the 
petty Kings of the Lake; and finding their Minds 
ſufficiently diſpoſed to an Inſurrection, he reſolved 
to put his Deſigns in Execution; to which Purpoſe 
he called a Council of all his Friends and Relations, 
which he ſecretly held in his Palace. There were 
preſent at the Aſſembly the Kings of Cuyocan, Iz- 
tapalapa, Tacuba, and Matalcingo, with other Ca- 
ziques of the adjacent Countries, all Perſons of Di- 


ſtinction and Intereſt, who had the Command of 
numerous 
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numerous Bodies of fighting Men, and valued 
themſelves upon their Experience in Military Affairs. 
Hx made them an Harangue, ſupported with the 
Appearance of Reaſon; and concealing his hidden 
Deſigns with a Shew of Zeal for the publick Good, 
he repreſented to them the preſent Condition of the 
Emperor, 8 forgetful of his own Liberty; 
and fpoke warmly of the Obligation they all lay 
under, to unite like loyal Subjects and Vaſſals, to 
deliver him from that inglorious Bondage. He art- 
fully brought in the Proximity of Blood, which 
obliged him to intereſt himfelf in what regarded his 
Uncle. And turning his Diſcourſe upon the Spani- 
ards; What is it we wait for, Friends, and Kinſmen, 
ſaid he, that we open not our Eyes to behold the Re- 
proach of our Nation, and our ſhameful Sufferings ? 
Shall we, who are born to bear Arms, and who place 
our greateſt Felicity in the Terror we give our Ene- 
mies: Shall we, I ſay, ſtoop our Necks to the diſgrace- 
ful Yoke of a few wandering Strangers? What are all 
their daring and preſumptuous Actions, but ſo many 
Reproaches of our Effeminacy, and purely founded upon 
the Contempt they have of us? Let us but ſeriouſly 
confider the Progreſs they have made in a few Days, 
and we ſhall firſt be ſenſible of our own Shame, and 
next of the Obligations we lie under. They have pre- 
ſumptubuſiy intruded themſelves into the Court of 
Mexico, being become inſolent by having obtained four 
Battels, in which the ſmall Reſiſtance they met with 
from their Enemies made them valiant, They have 
entered triumphantly into the City, in Deſpite of our 
King, and contrary to the Inclinatign of the Nobility 
and Miniſtry. They have introduced Rebels, and our 
Profeſſed Enemies, and keep. them in Arms before our 
Eyes; and by ſo doing increaſe the Vanity of the Tlai- - 
calans, and trample under Foot the Glory of the Mexi- 
cans. They have taken away the Life of a General 
Re J 
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of the Empire, by a publick and ignominious Execu- 
tion, audacioufly exerciſing the FJuriſdiction of Magi- 
ſtrates, and the Authority of Legiſlators, in Dominions 
wherein they are mere Strangers. And laſtly, they de- 
tain the Perſon of the Great Motezuma in their 
Quarters, having violently forced bim from bis Pa- 
lace; and, not content to place Guards upon bim in 
our very Sight, they have proceeded to offer Outrage 
to his Royal Perſon, by putting the ſame Fetters 
upon bim which their moſs infamous Criminals are 
wont to wear. That this is true, we are all ſenſible ; 
yet who will believe it, and not rather give the Lye 
to bis-own Eyes? An infamous Truth it is, and which 
ought to be paſſed over in Silence, or rather buried in 
Ayia! Oblivion] Well then, what detains you, noble 
and illuftrious Mexicans? Your King a Priſoner, and 
you patient and unarmed Spectators] This Appearance 
of Liberty which you ſee him enjoy, for ſome Days paſt, 
is not Liberty, but a deceitful Step, by which he has 
inſenſibly paſſed to à more indecent Servitude. They 
have tyrannized over his very Heart, and made them- 
felves Maſters of bis Will, which is the moſt ignoble 
Bondage a Prince can undergo. They are the Men 
who govern and command us; for the Perſon who 
575 to command us, is a Vaſſal to them. You now ' 
behold him ſupinely negligent of the Conſervation of his 
| Dominions, regardleſs of the Defence of his Laws and 
Religion, and his wonted Princely Reſolution converted 
into ſervile Abjection: We, whoſe Names and Power 
are ſo great in the Mexican Empire, muſt, with our 
utmoſt Strength, endeavour to prevent its Ruin. What 
concerns us all to do, is, to unite our Forces, complete 
the Ruin of theſe Strangers, and ſet our Sovereign at 
Liberty. If we ſhall diſpleaſe bim, by not obeying him 
fo ftriftly in what we know to be contrary to his In- 
tereſt, he will be ſenſible of the Goodneſs of the Re- 
medy, when he ſhall find himſelf delivered from 27 

Evil. 
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F # ſhould prove otherwiſe, Mexico has Men 
ws Temples will very well fit a Crown; and he 
will not be the firſt of our Kings, who, by not know- 
ing how to reign, or by reigning negligently, has lei 
the Sceptre; drop out of his Hangs. 

Cacumazin delivered himſelf after this Manner, 
and with fo much Warmth, that the whole Aſſem- 
bly followed his Opinion breaking out into great 
Menaces againſt the Spaniards, and offering to ferve 

perſonally in that Action. Only the Cazique of 
Matalcingo, who was in the fame Degree of Con- 
fanguinity. to Matezuma, and not without his Pre- 
tenſions to the Crown, underſtood: the Drift of the 
Propoſal, and did his Endeavour to fruſtrate: the 
Deſigns of his Competitor, by ſaying, That be held 
it more neceſſary, and agreeable to the Obligation of 

all, to acquaint Motezuma with what they defigned, 
and firſt have his Permiſſion; fince it would be very 
wrong in them to attack a Place wherein he refided, 
without firſ® putting his Perſon in Security, as well 
Jer the Danger his Life might be in, as for the Diſ- 
reputation of deftroying thoſe Strangers under the Pro- 
tection of their Sovereign. The reſt of the Aſſem- 
bly rejected this Propoſition as impracticable; and 
Cacumazin let fall ſome biting Expreſſions, which 
the other bore, that he might the better purſue his 
Intentions. - Then the Council broke up, having 
appointed the Day, concerted the Manner, and re- 
commended an inviolable Secrecy. ' 

| MoTzzuma and Cortes had both Notice of this 
Conſpiracy, almoſt at the ſame Time: Moteauma 
by private Advice, which was ſuppoſed to be ſent 
by the King of Matalcingo; and Cortes by the In- 
telligence of his Spies and Confidents. They ſought 
each other to communicate the News they had re- 
ceived, and Motezuma had the good Fortune to 
_ firſt, 2 himſelf from all Suſpicion by 


ſuch 
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from his Court; but that they ſhould rather help him 
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ſuch a convincing Proof of his Integrity. He in- 
formed Cortes of all that had been tranſacted; ex- 
preſſed a violent Indignation both againſt his Ne- 
Phew the King of Tezcuco, and all the reſt. of the 
Conſpirators, and propoſed to chaſtiſe them with 
all the Rigour-they deſerved. But Cortes, giving 
him to underſtand, that he knew the whole Affair, 
intimating ſome Circumſtances which left him no 
Room to doubt, anſwered, That he was very much 
concerned to have been the Occaſion of ſuch a Diſtur- 
bance among ſt his Vaſſals, and for that Reaſon found 
himſelf obliged to take upon himſelf the Remedy: That 
he was therefore come to aſk his Leave to march im- 
mediately with his Spaniards to Tezcuco, and put a 
Stop to this Miſchief before it grew to a Head, by 
bringing Cacumazin Priſoner, before he ſhould join 
his Confederates, and it ſhould be neceſſary to have 
Recourſe to more violent Remedies, 

MoTzzZuMAa would not admit of this Propoſal, 


but on the contrary abſolutely rejected it, as well 


knowing what a Diminution it would be to his 
Power and Authority, if he made Uſe of Foreign 
Arms to chaſtiſe Attempts of this Nature in Per- 


ſons of that Rank. He therefore deſired him, for 


his Sake, to diſſemble his Reſentment, and told 
him, as his final Reſolution, That he would not con- 
ſent, neither was it convenient that the Spaniards 
ſhould make the leaſt Motion, leſt ſuch a Proceeding 
might increaſe the People's Hatred to them, and render 
them more obſtinate in inſiſting upon their Removal 


to ſubject thoſe Rebels, by aſſiſting him with their 
Counſel, and by atting, if there was Occaſion, as Me- 
diators. | | 

He was of Opinion, that it would be beſt firſt 


to try gentle Means, and (conſidering the Depen- 


dence his Nephew had on him) that he ſhould eaſily 
bring 
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bring him to Reaſon, by reminding him of the 
Obligations he lay under, and induce him to enter 
into an amicable Correſpondence with the Spaniards: 
To which Purpoſe he ſent for him by one of his 
principal Attendants, who acquainted him with the 
Order he brought from the Emperor, and told him, 
on the Part of Cortes, That he deſired his Friendſhips 
and to have him nearer, that he might make him ſen- 
ble of it. But he, who had now caſt off all Obe- 
dience, and conſulted nothing but his Ambition, 
with the Arrogance and Diſreſpect of one abandon'd, 
and precipitately bent upon his own Ruin, return'd 
the Emperor a moſt inſolent Anſwer, and treated 
Cortes with ſo much Haughtineſs and Contempt, 
that he made freſh Inſtances to Motezuma for Per- 
miſſion to chaſtiſe him; which Propoſal was a 
ſecond Time rejected by the Emperor, who told him, 
That this was one of thoſe Caſes, which rather re- 
quired the Aſſiſtance of the Head than of the Hands; 
and that he ſhould leave it to him to manage according 
to the Experience and Knowledge he bad of thoſe Ex- 
travagancies, and of the Source from whence they pro- 
ceeded. | | 
Hx carried himſelf afterwards with great Re- 
ſervedneſs amongſt his Miniſters, ſeemingly con- 
temning the Offence, to induce the Offender to be 
leſs circumſpect; to which Purpoſe he told them, 
That be looked on this bold Undertaking of his Ne- 
phew, as the Heat of Youth, and the firſt Motions of 
a Man without Conſideration. But at the ſame Time 
he formed a ſecret Conſpiracy againſt the Conſpi- 
rator himſelf ; making Uſe of ſome of his own Ser- 
vants, who were either truly ſenſible of their Duty, 
or were gained by the Help of Gifts and Promiſes z 
by whoſe Means he contrived it ſo; that Cacumazin 
was aſſaulted one Night in his Houſe, embarked 
on a Canoe, that was ready prepared, and brought 
Vor. II. C Priſoner 
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Priſoner to Mexico, without. his being able to make 
any Reſiſtance. It was then that Motezuma diſco- 
vered all his diſſembled Anger, and without per- 
mitting that unhappy Prince to appear before him, 
or giving Room for any of his Excuſes, he com- 
manded, with the Approbation and Concurrence of 
Cortes, that he ſhould be put into the clofeſt Priſon 
of the Nobles; treating him as a Criminal who had 
committed an unpardonable Offence, and was to 
ſuffer capital Puniſhment. © wel 
TERRE was at this Time in Mexico a Brother of 
Cacumazin, who ſome few Days before had hap- 
pily eſcaped out of his Hands, he having * 1 
to deprive him of his Life upon ſome domeſtic 
Jealouſies of ſmall Foundation. Motezuma took 
him under his Protection in his Palace, and for his 
greater Security, inrolled him in his Family. He 
was a young Man of Courage and great Merit, well 
eſteemed both in the Court, and amongſt his Bro- 
ther's Vaſſals; and the Circumſtance of his being 
perſecuted had more recommended him both to 
the one and to the other. Cortes caſt his Eyes on 
him; and deſiring to gain him for a Friend, and 
bring him over to his Party, he propoſed to Mo- 
fezuma, to give him the Inveſtiture and Domi- 
nion of Tezcuco, ſince his Brother had rendered 
himſelf incapable of reſuming his Government, by 
having e againſt his Sovereign; and told 
him, That it would not be ſafe at that Juncture 
<«< to puniſh a Delinquent of ſo great Conſideration 
c with Lois of Life, when the Minds of the 
[ < Nobles were in ſuch Commotion : That the de- 
110 „ priving him of his Kingdom, would be giving 
|| * him a kind of Death which made leſs Noiſe, and 
i e was ſufficiently ſevere to ſtrike a Terror into his 


| «© Accomplices: That this young Man was of a far 
| | better Diſpoſition, already indebted to him for 
l | „his 
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<« his Life, and would likewiſe be obliged to him 
<« for his Crown, and remain under greater Obli- 
ce gations of Obedience, in Oppoſition to his Bro- 
<« ther. And laſtly, that by this, he gave the 
Kingdom to the Perſon who had the Right of 
4 Succeſſion, and left to his .own Blood the Dig- 


© nity of Firſt Elector, which was of fo great Au- 


e thority in the Empire.“ | 
_ MoTzzuMa was ſo highly pleaſed with this 
Thought of Cortes, that he immediately communi- 
cated the fame to his Council, where his Reſolution 
was applauded as merciful and equitable: And the 
Miniſters formed a Royal Decree, whereby Cacuma- 
' 2i4 was diſpoſſeſſed of all his Honours and Dignities, 
according to the-Cuſtom of that Country, as a Trai- 
tor and Rebel to his Prince, and his Brother named 
for Succeſſor of the Kingdom and Electorate. Mo- 
tezuma afterwards ordered him to his Preſence; and 
during the Time of his Inveſtiture, which had its 
e eee and Solemnities, he, with a 
jeſtick Air, made a Speech, wherein, with all 
poſſible Succinctneſs, he hinted at all the Motives 
which ought to oblige him to an inviolable Loy- 
alty ; and publickly declared, That he had deter- 
“ mined this Affair purely by the Advice of Her- 
% nan Cortes, giving him to underſtand, it was to 
him he owed his Advancement.“ It may be 
imagined, that the Perſon intereſted was not unac- 
quainted with this before ; for it was not a Time 
to conceal Obligations. But what is obſervable, is 
the Care Motezuma took to have Cortes well eſteem'd, 
and to gain the Minds of his People in Favour of 
the Spaniards. | | 
THz new King immediately departed for his 
Court, and was well received, and crowned with 
great Acclamations and Rejoicings; all People cele- 
brating his Exaltation upon different Motives: Some, 


C2 | becauſe 
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| becauſe they really loved him, and were concerned 


at his Perſecution ; others, out of Ill-will to Cacu- 
mazin; and the greateſt Part to ſignify their Ab- 
horrence of his Crime. This Manner of Chaſtiſe- 
ment, without Blood-ſhed, was highly applauded 
throughout the whole Empire, and was attributed 
to the ſuperior Judgment of the Spaniards; for no 
one expected ſuch Moderation from Motezuma. 
And the very Novelty of it was of ſo much Conſe- 
quence, that the other Conſpirators preſently diſ- 
perſed their T roops, and, unarmed, had Recourſe 
to their Monarch's Clemency. They made their 

Application to Cortes, and, through his Means, at 

laſt obtained a Pardon; and thus the Storm blew 
over that had been raiſed againſt him, and he got 
clear of the Danger with Advantage, partly by his 
own Induſtry, and partly by favourable Incidents : 
For Motezuma was obliged to him for the Tran- 
quillity of his Realm; the firſt Prince of the Em- 
pire owed to him his Dignity ; and by ſhewing Fa- 
vour to the reſt, who had endeavoured to deſtroy 
him, he found himſelf ſupported with a new Stock 
of Friends, and People who ſtood indebted to 


him, 


CHAP. 
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Motezuma reſolves to ſend away Cortes by an- 
fwering his Embaſſy. He aſſembles his Nobles, 
and gives Orders, That the King of Spain 
ſhould be acknowledged for Succeſſor of that 
Empire; determining to obey him, and to pay 
him Tribute, as Deſcendant from their firſt 
Conqueror, 


HESE Commotions, which had imployed the 
whole Care of the Emperor, being quieted, he 
felt that Diſturbance, which the Remembrance of 
paſt Danger leaves in the Imagination. He reaſon'd 
with himſelf about his preſent State; and it ſeemed 
to him that the Spaniards had made too long a Stay 
at his Court; and that they began to think, that 
the Goodneſs he had uſed towards them gave them 
a Right over his Liberty. This induced him to re- 
ſolve to familiarize himſelf leſs with them, and to 
change the Manner of his Conduct. He was 
aſhamed of the Pretence Cacumazin had made Uſe 
of in his Conſpiracy, attributing his good Nature 
to Want of Spirit ; and ſometimes he accuſed him- 
ſelf, as having given too much Occaſion for thoſe 
Murmurs. He was concerned to ſee his Authority 
ſo diminiſhed, which is a Jealouſy that conſtantly 
attends a Throne, and takes up the firſt Place 
amongſt thoſe Paſſions whereby Monarchs are go- 
verned. He was apprehenſive of a freſh Diſtur- 
bance amongſt his Vaſſals; and leſt new Sparks 
ſhould ariſe from that newly extinguiſhed Fire, he 
was deſirous of letting Cortes know, That it was 
Time to think of his Departure ; but could not 
meet with a . Opportunity to propoſe it 
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to him; for Jealouſies are of a Nature not to be 
eaſily confeſſed, becauſe they expreſs a Kind of Fear. 
He continued ſome Days in this Irreſolution; but 
at length determined, that it was proper, upon all 
Accounts, to haſten the Departure of the Spaniards, 
and thereby to remove that Obſtacle to his Subjects 

Loyalty. „ | | —_— 
Tr1s Affair he managed with notable Conduct 
and Prudence ; for before he communicated his In- 
tention to Cortes, he had prepared Replies to all the 
Arguments he could bring for his longer Continu- 
ance there. He waited till Cortes came to viſit him 

as he was wont, receiving him without the leaſt Al- 
teration in his Behaviour or Countenance, and intro- 
duced the Diſcourſe concerning the King of Spain, 
after the fame Manner as at other Times, declaring, 
what a mighty Veneration he had for him; and, at 
laſt, artfully bringing about what he at firſt had 
propoſed, ſaid, That be had been thinking to make a 
voluntary Acknowledgment of that Vaſſalage, which 
Was due to him, as Succeſſor of Quezalcoal, and Pro- 
prietary Lord of that Empire. So he really under- 
ſtood it, and in this only he ſpoke without Diſguiſe ; 
but he did not intend, at that Time, to ſurrender 
his Dominions to the King of Spain, but to get rid 
of Cortes, and to haſten his Diſpatch ; to which Pur- 
poſe he added, That he intended to aſſemble the No- 
bility of his Realms, and to make this Acknowledgment 
in their Preſence, that they might all, after his Ex- 
ample, pay Obedience, and eſtabliſb the Vaſſalage by 
ſome Contribution, in which he would alſo ſet the Ex- 
ample; for that he had already provided ſeveral Jewels, 
and precious Stones of great Value, to diſcharge this 
Obligation on his Part, and doubted not but his Nobles 
would contribute on theirs the richeſt and moſt valua- 
ble Things they had; nor did be queſtion, but that ſo 
confiderable a Quantity would be collected, as * | 
| 0 
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ze fit to appear before the Preſence of his Prince, as 
the firſt Acknowledgment of the Mexican Empire. 

Txr1s was his Propoſal, and in this he granted at 
once every Thing that he thought the Spamards could 
have the Boldneſs to deſire; ſatisfying both their 
Ambition and Avarice, in order to deprive them of 
all Pretence for remaining longer in his Court, be- 
fore he ordered them to depart: And he concealed, 
with ſo much Artifice, the Point he aim'd at, that 
Hernan Cortes, at that Time, did not diſcover it, 


but returned him Thanks for that Liberality, with- 


out ſeeming ſurprized at it, or magnifying it, as 
one who accepted, on the Part of his Maſter, that 
which he thought his Due: And he was extremely 
well ſatisfied for having obtained more than he ima- 
gined practicable, at the preſent JunQure of Af- 
fairs. He afterwards, to his Captains and Soldiers, 
extoll'd the mighty Service they ſhould do their 


King, if they could bring it about to have ſo pow- 


erful a Monarch declared his Subject and Tributary. 


He diſcourſed of the immenſe Riches with which 


this News would be accompanied, that it might not 


appear a bare Relation, and run the Riſk of being | 


thought incredible. And, in Truth, he had no 
Thoughts at that Time of quitting his Enterprize, 
nor did he believe it a Matter of any great Difficulty 
to maintain himſelf there, till they ſhould know if 
Spain the Condition in which he was, and ſend him 
Orders how to proceed. A Security into whick he 
was brought by the great Favour of Motezuma, the 
Friends he was daily making, the Succeſs with 
which all his Undertakings were attended, or by 
ſome ſuperior Cauſe, which animated him to the 


Expectation of ſtill greater Matters, left he ſhould 


loſe Courage, and ſcruple to proceed when he was 
within Sight of his utmoſt Deſires. | 
: C 4 | Bur 
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BuT Motezuma who drew his Lines towards a 
different Centre, and knew how to reſolve at 
Lei. ure, and execute with Speed, immediately diſ- 
patch' d away his Convocatory Orders to the Caziques 
of his Realm, as was cuſtomary when any publick 
Affairs of more than ordinary Importance occur'd, 
without citing thoſe who were at a great Diſtance, 
that no Time might be loſt in what requir'd the 
utmoſt Diſpatch. * It was not many Days before 
they all arriv*d at Mexico, with the Attendants they 
us'd to bring to Court, which were ſo numerous, 
that, had the Occaſion and Cuſtom been unknown, 
it might have alarm'd the whole City. Motezuma 
aſſembled them all in the Apartment where he had 
taken up his Reſidence, and in the Preſence of 
Cortes (who was called to this Congreſs, and, with 
his Interpreters and ſome of his Captains, took his 
Place amongſt them) made them a Speech, in 
which he laid before them the Motives, and qualify*d 
the Harſhneſs of that extraordinary Reſolution he 
had taken. Bernal Digz del Caſtillo ſays, He held 
two ſeveral aſſemblies, and that Cortes did not aſſiſt 
in the firſt: It may be one of his Equivocations ; 
for Harnan Cortes himſelf would nothave conceaPd 
it in the ſecond Relation of his -Expedition ; and 
beſides, as they were then endeavouring to ſatisfy 
him, and were to place a Confidence in him, it was 
not a proper Time for ſecret Aſſemblies. 
| Tris Tranſaction was carried on with great Splen- 
dor and Authority ; for the Nobles and Miniſters 
which reſided at Maxico, aſſiſted likewiſe at it. 
And Motezuma, caſting his Eyes upon the Aſſembly 
with an agreeable and becoming Majeſty, began 
IN || his Harangue ; gaining the good Will and Atten- 
1 tion of all, by laying before them, How much be 

|| WE lov'd them, and how much they were oblig d to him; 
| 1 Putting them in Mind, That it was from bim alone 


ee 
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they beld all the Honours and Dignities they poſſeſs d: 
And from that beginning inferr' d, how much they ought 
to believe that he Would propoſe nothing to them but 
what was for their Intereſt, after having conſider d 
on it with mature Deliberation, conſulted with his Gods, 
and receiv'd evident Signals of their Approbation. 

He affected many Times theſe Lights of Inſpi- 
ration, to give ſomething that ſavour*'d of Divinity 
to his Reſolutions, and on this Occaſion they be- 

lieved him; for it was no Novelty, for the Devil to 
favour him with his Anſwers. Having laid this 
Foundation of Recrimination and Myſtery, he gave 
a brief Relation of The Origin of the Mexican 
Empire; the Expedition of the Nabatlacas; the 
% prodigious Actions of Quezalcoal, their Firſt 
&« Emperor; the Prochecy he. left them when he 
<« departed for the Conqueſt of the Eaſt; foretel- 
« ling, by the Impulſe of Heaven, That his De- 
* ſcendants ſhould return to govern theſe Coun- 
ce tries. Then he touched, as a Point undoubted, 
« That the King of Spain, who ruPd in thoſe 
* Eaſtern Regions, was lawful Succeſſor of the 
« ſame 2uezalcoal.” And added, That being 
„the Monarch, from whom was to proceed that 
Prince ſo much deſired amongſt the Mexicans, 
* and fo often promiſed in the Oracles and Pro- 
“ phecies, which that. Nation reverenced, they 
e ought unanimouſly to acknowledge in his Perſon 
that Hereditary Right, giving to his Blood that, 
* which for want of it, had been introduced by 

„Election: And that had he come himſelf in Per- 
<« ſon, as he had only ſent his Embaſſadors, he 
was ſo much a Lover of Juſtice and Equity, 
* and bore his Vaſſals ſo great an Affection, that 
* for their greater Felicity, he would have been 
the Firſt to ſtrip himſelf of the Dignity he 

5 poſſeſſed, by laying the Crown at his Feet, 
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<« either to leave it to his abſolute Diſpoſal, or to 
<« receive it again from his Hand. But owing to 
his Gods the good Fortune that this ſo deſirable 
4 News was arrived in his Time, he was reſolved 
< to be the Firſt to ſhew his Satisfaction, and had 
determined immediately to pay him Obedience, 
< and to do him ſome conſiderable Service: To 


„ which End he had deſtin'd the moſt precious 


© Jewels of his Treaſury, and deſired that his 


„ Nobles would follow his Example, not only in 
making the ſame Acknowledgment, but in ac- 
companying it with ſome Contribution of their 
Riches, that the Service being greater might 
appear with the greater Splendor in the Preſence 
* of that Prince. -- N 


lx this Manner Motezuma concluded his Diſ- 


courſe, tho? he did not utter it all without Inter- 


ruption; for in ſpite of all the Efforts made upon 


himſelf, in this Act of his, when he came to pro- 
nounce himſelf Vaſſal to another Prince, he found 
ſomething ſo ſhocking, and ſo repugnant to his 
Nature in thoſe Expreſſions, that he paus'd a while, 
as if he wanted Words to proceed ; and he ſhewed 
his Concern fo publickly, that ſome Tears were 
ſeen trickling down his Cheeks, which ſeemed as if 
they had eſcap'd his Eyes without their Conſent. 
And the Mexicans, ſenſible of his Diſturbance, and 


'of the Cauſe from whence it proceeded, began 


likewiſe to ſhew their Concern, breaking forth into 
loud Sighs, deſiring in Appearance, not without 
ſomething that ſavoured of Flattery, that by the 
Noiſe they made, their Fidelity ſhould be taken 
Notice of; ſo that Cortes thought it neceſſary to 
defire Liberty to ſpeak, in order to encourage 
Motezuma, and put him out of the Perturbation he 
was in: He faid “ That it was not the Intention 
of the King his Sovereign to diſpoſſeſs him » 

« his 
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c“ his Royal Dignity, nor to make the leaſt Inno- 
« yation in his Government; but that all he deſired 
« was, that they would, at the preſent Aſſembly, 
&« ſettle his Right to the Succeſſion, in Favour of 
<& his Deſcendants, or Poſterity, by Reaſon of his 
<« being ſo far diſtant from thoſe Regions, and ſo 
<« taken up in other Conqueſts, that the Caſe men- 
<« tioned in their Traditions and Prochecies might 
“ not happen in many Years.” With which 
Explanation Motezuma recovered Heart, re-aſſu- 
med an Air of Tranquillity, and finiſhed his Diſ- 
courſe as has been obſerved. | 
Tur Mexicans remained aſtoniſh'd, and utterly 
confounded to hear ſuch a Propoſal, wondering at 
it, as a Thing inconſiſtent with, and unbecoming 
the Majeſty of ſo powerful a Monarch, and a Prince 
ſo extremely jealous of his Authority. They looked 
on each other without daring either to contradict, 
or to give any Sign of Conſent, as being apprehen- 
five that by doing either they ſhould but confirm 
him the more in his ſtrange Determination. This 
reſpectful Silence laſted till his Prime Miniſter, as a 
Perſon who had a better Knowledge of his Prince's 
Diſpoſition than any other, took upon him to ſpeak 
for the reſt, and ſaid; That all the Nobles who 
« compos'd that Aſſembly reſpected him as their 
* Lord and natural Sovereign, and ſhould be ready 
to obey whatever his Majeſty had been pleaſed 
* to propoſe, and to follow any Example he 
<* ſhould think fit to ſet them; they not doubt- 
ing but that he had well weighed every Thing 
and had conſulted with Heaven; nor had they 
any Inſtrument more ſacred than that of his 
Voice whereby to be imformed of the Will of 
their Gods.” The whole Aſſembly agreed in 
the [ſame Sentiment; and Hernan Cortes, when it 
came to his Turn to make his Acknowledgments, 
oe dictated 
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dictated to his Interpreters a Speech no leſs artful 
than the former, in whick he gave Thanks to 
Motezuma, and all who were preſent, for this 
Demonſtration of their Reſpect; accepting their 
Service in the Name of his King, without ſeeming 
to think it ſtrange that they complyed with their 
Obligations; but rather as one who receives his 
Debt, and is pleaſed with his Debtors punctual 
Payment. | us 
Tun Tears which Motezuma had let fall were 
not ſufficient, at that Time, to make Cortes ſuſpi- 
cious of his Liberality, or to induce him to believe 
that he was then making Way for his final Diſpatch ; 
in which his being carryed away by the firſt Ap- 
pearance will admit ſome Excuſe: For when he 
found that unaccountable Opinion concerning the 
Deſcendants of Quezalcoal received amongſt them 
as an infallible and inconteſtable Truth, and that 
they look*d upon Don Carlos to be undoubtedly one 
of thoſe Deſcendants, this Demonſtration of their 
Reſpect did not appear ſo very irregular as to make 
him ſuſpect it to be Artifice or Aﬀectation. Upon 
which Suppoſition he might alſo attribute Mote- 
zuma's Tears and Perturbation of Mind, when he 
came to pronounce the Claufes of Vaſſalage, to the 
Pain which a King ſuffers when he quits a Crown, 
and meaſures the vaſt Difference there is between 
Sovereignty and Subjection; a Caſe in which the 
Spirit of a Man may ſink without doing Wrong to 
his Courage. But there is Reaſon to believe, that 
Motezuma, notwithſtanding he look' d on the King 
.of Spain as lawful Succeſſor of the Empire, had no 
Intention to make good what he offered : His 
| whole Aim was to get rid of the Spaniards, and 
1 to take Time afterwards to conſult his Ambition, 
144 without laying any great Streſs upon his Word: 


And we ought not to be ſurpriſed to find Diſſimu- 
lation 
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lation among thoſe barbarous Princes, ſince, tho? 
ſufficient to ſtain the Honour of a private Perſon, 
other barbarous Stateſmen have placed it amongſt 
the neceſſary Arts of Reigning. 12 
However, from that Day forward, the Em- 
peror Charles the Fifth was acknowledg'd and be- 
lieved by thoſe People to be lawful and hereditary 
Lord of the Mexican Empire; being indeed deſtin- 
ed by Heaven to a more real Poſſeſſion of that 
Crown. Upon this Reſolution a Publick Inftru- 


went was form'd, with all neceſſary Solemnities, 


according to the Method they usgd of paying Ho- 
mage to their Kings: And this Submiſſion of 
Motezuma and his Vaſſals to the Emperor gave to 
Don Carlos ſomething more than the bare Name of 
King of the dies, and was a Kind of myſterious 
Inſinuation of that Title which he afterwards ac- 
quired by Force of Arms, upon juſt Provocation, 
(as we ſhall ſee in its proper Place): A particular 
Circumſtance which concurred in the Juſtification 
of the Conqueſt of that Empire; beſides thoſe 
general Conſiderations, which, in other Parts of the 
World do not only render War excuſable, but 
likewiſe lawful, and reaſonable, whenſoever it ap- 
pears to be undertaken as the neceſſary Means for 
the Introduction of the Goſpel. 
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Me Gold and Jewels defigned for the Preſent, 


delivered into the Poſſeſſion of Cortes, Mote- 


zuma reſolutely tells him, that he muſt think i 


of his Departure, which he endeavours to 
delay. Advice brought of the Arrival of a 
| eden of Spaniſh Ships upon the Cogſt. 


75 OTEZUMA loſt not a Moment's Time, but 
us'd his utmoſt Diligence to bring about the 
Deſigns he had in View, being now fully reſolved 


to 3 the Spaniards as ſoon as poſſible, as being 


weary of the Violence he did himſelf under that 
Kind of Subjection which he found he was obliged 
patiently to continue in as if it was of his own 
Choice. Full of this Care, he delivered to Cortes 
the preſent he had provided, which conſiſted of 
various Curioſities in Gold, with precious Stones, 
ſome which he us'd about his own Perſon, and 
others that were kept for Grandeur, and ſerv'd for 
Oſtentation different Pieces of the ſame Kind and 
Metal in the Shapes of Animals, Birds, and Fiſnes, 
the Excellency of the Workmanſhip delighting the 
Eye, and extremely inhancing their Value : A great 
Number of thoſe Stones called Chalcuites, in Colour 


like to Emerald, and which they eſteemed as we 


do our Diamonds ; together with ſome Pictures 
made of Feathers, whoſe Colours being natural, 
they either imitated better, or ow'd leſs to Art in 
the imitation of Nature. The Gift of a Royal 
Mind, who found himſelf oppreſſed, and deſired to 
put a Price upon his Liberty. 

AFTER this came the Preſents of the Nobles, 
under the Title of a Contribution, which conſiſted 
of Pieces of Gold, and other Curioſities of the 


ſame 


including thoſe who were at Vera- Crux. 
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fame Sort, in which they vied with each other, 
ſtriving who ſhou'd expreſs the greateſt Obedience 
to their Prince, and not without ſome Mixture of 
their own Vanity. All came directed to Motezuma, 
and paſs'd on, by his Order, to the Apartment of 
Cortes, who nam*d a Receiver and Treaſurer, that 
they might take an exact Account of what was 
delivered; and in a few Days they amaſs'd ſuch a 
Quantity of Gold, that beſides the Jewels, precious 
Stones, and Pieces of curious Workmanſhip, after 
they had melted down the reſt, they found Six 
Hundred 'Thoufand Peſos of Gold in Bars of good 
Alloy; out of which the Fifth Part was ſet afide 
for the King, and of the Remainder, a Second 
Fifth for Hernan Cortes, with the Approbation of 

his People, and to defray the Expence of provi- 
ding for the publick Neceflities of the Army. He 
likewiſe ſet afide the Sum for which he ftood ac- 
countable to Diego Velaſquez, and that which his 
Friends in the Ifland of Cuba had lent him; the 
reſt was divided amongft the Officers and Soldiers, 


* 


THosE who had Employments, had equal Shares; 
but amongſt the private Men there was ſome Dif- 
ference made, for thoſe were diſtinguiſhed and beſt 
rewarded who had done beſt Service, or been leaſt 
troubleſome in the paſt Diſturbances. An Equity 
of a very dangerous Nature, where juſt Rewards 
are look*d upon as Grievances, and Diſtinction of 
Merit occaſions Complaints. There were great 
Murmerings, and bold Words uttered againft Her- 
nan Cortes, and his Captains : For at the Sight of 
ſuch a Maſs of Wealth, thoſe whoſe Deferts were 
leaſt, required an equal Recompence with the moſt 
deſerving. Their Avarice could not poſſiby be 
ſatisfied, nor was it convenient to publiſh the Rea- 
ſons of that unequal Diſtribution. 
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Bernar Diaz DEL CasTILLo diſcuſſes this Point 
very indecently, and waſtes too much Paper in 
conſidering and enlarging upon the Hardſhips the 
poor Soldiers underwent in this Diſtribution, and 
goes ſo far as to ſet down every Minute Expreſ- 
fion this or that Soldier us'd amongſt his Compa- 
nions. CONE. | 
He ſpeaks more like a neceſſitous Soldier than 
a Hiſtorian : And Antonio de Herrera follows him 
without making ſufficient Reflection; for it is no 
leſs a Fault in Hiſtory, . to paſs over that which 
ought to be well conſidered, than it is to dwell 
too long upon that which may be omitted. But 
both the one and the other agree, that this Diſ- 


content of the Soldiers was quieted by the Libera- 
lity of Cortes, who gave out of his own Dividend, 


all that was neceſſary to ſatisfy - thoſe who com- 


plained; and they . afterwards greatly praiſe his 
Generoſity and Diſintereſtedneſs ; in this Man- 


ner overthrowing, what they ought not at all to have 
mentioned in their Narration. | | 
So ſoon as Motezuma and his Nobles had made 
this Acknowledgment of Subjection offer'd in the 
Aſſembly, he ſent for Cortes, and with an unac- 
cuſtomed Air of Severity, told him, That it 
« was reaſonable he ſhould now begin to think of 
“ his Journey, ſince he was intirely diſpatched ; 
and that the Motives, or Pretences for his Stay 
ce being ceaſed, and he having received ſo fa- 
« yourable an Anſwer to his Embaſſy, the Mexs- 
* cans would not fail of ſurmiſing that he had 
„ greater Views, if they ſaw him, without any ap- 
« parent good Cauſe, continue longer in his 
“ Court; nor could he himſelf any ways ſupport 
„ him, when Reaſon was not on his Side.“ This 


. ſhort Intimation of his Mind, delivered in a Sort 
of menacing Tone, with Signs of a premeditated 


Reſolution 
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Reſolution, was ſo great a Surprize to Cortes, that 
he pauſed for ſome Moments, to call to his Aſ- 
ſiſtance his wonted Diſcretion in the Reply he was 
to make; and diſcovering then the Artifice of thoſe 
Liberalities and Favours of the late Aſſembly, the 
firſt Motion of his Mind prompted him to return a 
reſolute Anſwer, and to have Recourſe to that ſu- 
perior Genius, by which he had the Aſcendant 
over him; and whether it was with this Intent, 
or that he began to ſuſpect Motezuma might have 
ſome Force ready to back him, ſince he had de- 
livered himſelf in ſuch warm and plain Terms, he 
privately gave Orders to one of his Captains to 
make his Soldiers take to their Arms, and to be 
in a Readineſs for any Occaſion that might offer. 
But adviſing better with himſelf, he determined to 
ſeem for the preſent to acquieſce in the Emperor's 
Pleaſure z and to give ſome Reaſon for the Delay of 
his Anſwer, he handſomly excus'd his being em- 
barraſs'd at ſeeing him moved more than ordinary, 
tho' what he had been pleaſed to order was nothing 
but what was very reaſonable. He told him, That 
„ he would inftantly think of haſtning his Journey: 
That he had now every Thing ready which he 
% wanted ; and that deſiring to execute his Deſign 
e without farther Delay, he had come with a Re- 
&« ſolution of begging his Permiſſion for the build- 
„ ing of ſome Veſſels proper for ſo tedious a 
«© Voyage, having, as his Majeſty well knew, loſt 
„ thoſe in which he came thither.” With this 
artful and prudent Reply, he expreſs'd his Obe- 
dience, and ſuſpended the Execution, freeing him- 
ſelf from his preſent Embarraſſment, and gaining 
Time for further Reſolutions. 

Ir is faid that Motezuma had provided Fifty 


Thouſand Men to ſupport his Determination, and 
Vor IL D that 
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that he came fully reſolved to make himſelf obeyed 
by Force in Caſe he found there was any Occaſion : 
But it is moſt certain, that he greatly apprehended 
the Anſwer of Cortes, and deſired to avoid a Rup- 
ture; for he embraced him with particular Af- 
fection, being highly pleaſed with his Reply, which 
he ſeemed not to have expected. He was pleas'd 
that Cortes had excuſed him from putting himſelf 
In a Paſſion, or breaking with a Perfon for whom 
he had nor only a Friendſhip, but likewiſe a Re- 
ſpect; and finding himſelf now free from his Ap- 
Prehenſions, he faid, * That it was not his Inten- 
tion to haſten his Departure without furniſhing 
him with the neceſſary Means to put it in Exe- 
cution : That he ſhould, without Delay, diſpoſe 
every Thing for building of the Veſſels ; and in 
the mean Time he need not give himſelf any 
Diſturbance, nor ſtir from his Court. That it 
was ſufficient for the Satisfaction of his Gods, 
and the Quiet of- his Subjects, that he had 
ſhewed ſuch Readineſs. to obey the Commands 
of the firſt, and to comply with the Demands of 
the latter.” At this Time the Devil wearied 
him with horrible Threats, deluding him with 
Voices real or imaginary from the Mouths of his 
Idols, to irritate him againſt the Spaniards. The 
freſh Rumours, which were ſpreading amongſt his 
People, who. very-much reſented that he had made 
himſelf the Tributary of a ftrange Prince, gave 
him likewiſe great Uneaſineſs; they looking upon 
+ this quitting of his Authority as a new Grievance, 
which in Time would fall heavy upon the Backs 
of his Vaſſals; ſo that he found himſelf attack*d on 
the one Side by Politicks, and on the other by Reli- 
gion ; and it was very much that he determined to 
give this Permiſſion to Cortes, as being moſt obſer- 


vant 
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vant towards his Gods, and no leſs ſuperſtitious to 
the Idol of his Ambition. 


2 


Ox DERS were inſtantly iſſu'd out for the build- 
ing of the Veſſels. The Journey was publiſh'd, 
and Motezuma made Proclamation, that all the 
Carpenters of the Country round about fhould re- 
pair to Ulua, aſſigning the Places where they were 
to cut Wood, and the Towns which were to con- 
tribute Indians of Burthen to carry it to the Dock. 

| Hernan Cortes, for his Part, affected an outward. 
Shew of Compliance: He immediately diſpatch*d 
away the Maſters and Workmen who had been 
employed in building the Brigantines, and were 
well known now amongſt the Mexicans. He diſ- 
courſed publickly with them of the Size and Qua- 
lity of thoſe Veſſels, ordering them to make Uſe 
of the Iron-Work, Rigging, and Sails of thoſe 
which were ſunk, and all the Talk was of the 
Voyage, as if it had been reſolved on. Thus he 
jull'd the Mexicans aſleep, quell'd the growing 
Murmurings, and confirm'd himſelf in Motezuma's 
Confidence. 3 | 

Bur at the Time when the Builders were to ſet 
out for Yera-Cruz, the General ſent for Martin 
Lopez, a Biſcainer by Nation, who went as chief. 
Director, and who, as he was a conſummate Maſter 
in the Art of Building, was no leſs qualified as a 
Soldier : Cortes gave him privately in Charge, 
<< That he ſhould go on by little and little in the 
building of thoſe Veſſels, and endeavour to pro- 
* long the Work as much as he poſſibly could, but. 
« ſtill with ſuch an artful Management, as not 
<« ſeemingly to delay it.” His Deſign was, under 
the Colour of this, to keep himſelf ſtill at Court, 
and give Time to his Commiſſaries Alonſo Hernan- 
dez Portocarrero and Franciſco de Monteje, to re- 
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turn from Spain, in Hopes they would bring him 
ſome freſh Recruits, or at leaſt the Diſpatches and 
Orders he wanted for the. Direction of his Under- 
taking, which he fill firmly reſolved to proſecute : 
And in caſe the laſt Neceſſity ſhould force him out 
of Mexico, he deſigned to wait for them in Vera- 
Cruz, and maintain himſelf under the Protection of 
that Fortreſs, making uſe of the Nations in Friend- 
ſhip with him to oppoſe the Mexicans : An admi- 
rable Conſtancy, which not only ſupported him in 
the preſent Difficulties, but provided againſt thoſe 
which might afterwards happen. | 
WiTHiNn a few Days happened another Ac- 
cident which quite difconcerted all theſe Meaſures, 
calling his Prudence and Courage to a new Trial. 
Motezuma had Intelligence brought him, that 
eighteen Sail of Ships were ſeen off the Coaſt of 
Ulua ; and his Miniſters, who commanded in that 
Part of the Country, had ſent the ſaid Ships and 
their Number, painted upon Cloths, which ferved 
inſtead of Letters, with a Deſcription of the People 
they had ſeen in them, and ſome Characters which 
ſignified what they ſuſpected of their Intentions ; 
being Spaniards in Appearance, and arriving at a 
Time when he treated of diſpatching thofe who 
were already at his Court. Whatever Impreſſion 
theſe Repreſentations had on the Mind of Mote- 
24ma, the Reſult was, that he immediately ſent for 
Cortes, laid the Picture before him, and told him, 
„ That now the Proviſion he was making for his 
Journey was unneceſſary, ſince ſome Ships of his 
Nation were arrived upon the Coaſts, on which 
© he might embark.” Cortes viewed the Painting 
with more Attention than Surprize ; and though he 
did not underſtand the Characters which deſcribed 
them, he knew enough by the Habit of the People, 
and the Make of the Veſſels, not to doubt their be- 


ing 
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ing Spaniards. The firſt Motion of his Heart would 
have inclined him to Joy, ſince he believed for cer- 
tain that his Commiſſaries were arrived, and flat- 
tered himſelf that they had brought him very con- 
ſiderable Supplies in ſuch a Number of Veſſels. The 
Imagination is eaſily carried away to that which one 
deſires, and he could not ſuppoſe at that Time that 
ſo powerful an Armada was deſigned againſt him; 
for he formed his Judgment by his own ſincere and 
noble Manner of acting, and the Well - intentioned 
are with Difficulty brought to believe that which is 
againſt Juſtice and Reaſon. His Anſwer to Moze- 
zuma was, That he would depart immediately, 
& if thoſe Ships were bound back for any of the 
King of Spain's Dominions.““ And, not ſeeming 
ſurprized that the Emperor ſhould have the firſt 
News of theſe Particulars, becauſe he was no Stranger 
to the indefatigable Diligence of his Couriers, he 
added, That it would not be long before he 
% ſhould have an Account of this Accident from 
e the Spaniards who were at Zempoala, and that 
< then he ſhould know with Certainty whither thoſe 
Ships were bound, and the Deſigns of their Own- 
<« ers, and whether it would be neceſſary to pro- 
* ceed in the building of the Veſſels.” | 

Morzzuu approved this Anſwer, being well 
pleaſed with his Readineſs, and acknowledging him 
to be in the right: But in a ſhort Time Letters 
came from Vera-Cruz, in which Gonzalo de Sandoval 
ſent Information, That thoſe Ships belonged to 
« Diego Velaſquez, and brought eight hundred Spa- 
* xiards to oppoſe Hernan Cortes and his Conqueſt.” 
This unexpected Stroke he received in the Preſence 
of Motezuma, and ſtood in Need of all his Courage 
and Reſolution to conceal his Perturbation of Mind. 
He found himſelf in Danger from the very Quar- 
ter from whence he expected Succour. The Junc- 
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ture was truly deſperate : Perplexity on every Side. 
Diſcontents and Murmurings in Mexico, and Ene- 
mies upon the Coaſt : But doing the beſt he could 
to compoſe himſelf, he concealed his Concern from 
Motezuma, ſoftened the Account amongſt his own 
People, and retired afterwards to reaſon calmly, 
and be at more Liberty to think of a Remedy. 


— — — n. 


CHAT FF. 


An Account of the Preparations made by Diego 
| Velaſquez for the Deſtruction of Hernan 
Cortes : The Army and Fleet which be ſent 
againſt him, under the Command of Pam- 
philo de Narvaez: His Arrival upon the 
Coaſt of New Spain; and his fruitleſs At- 
tempt to reduce the Spaniards of Vera-Cruz. 


W E left Diego Velaſquez full of Diſtruſts, im- 
| patient that his Endeavours to detain Her- 
nau Cortes had proved abortive, diſgracing, with 
the Name of Treaſon, the Flight which his own 
Violence had occaſioned, that he might take his 
Revenge under the ſpecious Pretext of a neceſſary 
Remedy. He received the Letters of the Licen- 
tiate Benito Martin, his Chaplain, with the Title of 
the King's Lieutenant, not only of that Iſland, but 
of all the Lands which ſhould be diſcovered and 
conquered through his Means. He informed him 
with what Kindneſs or Acknowledgment he was de- 
tended, and protected by the Biſhop of Burgos, Pre- 
ſident of the Indies; and how far that Prelate diſ- 
countenanced the Commiſſaries of Hernan Cortes. 
But, at the ſame Time, he acquainted him wa 
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what Benignity the Emperor had given them Audi- 
ence at Tordęſillas, together with the Noiſe the great 
Wealth they brought had made in Spain; and of 
the mighty Hopes already conceived of that .Con- 
queſt, which was eſteemed preferable to all that had 
been made before. 

Wirz his new Dignity, Diego Pelaſquez enter- 
tained greater Thoughts. The Favours of the Pre- 
ſident made him bold and preſumptuous: And as 
human Paſſions increaſe with Power, or it is their 
Property to have the greateſt Command over the 
moſt powerful, the Governor believed himſelf en- 
gaged more highly to reſent the Offence he had re- 
ceived, and that his Envy was no more than a De- 
fire of doing himſelf Juſtice. The Applauſes given 
to Cortes made him impatient and outragious; and 
notwithſtanding he was not forry to fee the Con- 
queſt ſo far advanced, (becauſe he ſtill preſerved a 
due Zeal for the Service of his Sovereign) yet he 
could not bear that another ſhould receive the 
Thanks, which, in his Opinion, were due to him 
alone: So vain was he of the little Share he had in 
the firſt Diſpoſition of that Enterprize, that, with- 


out any other Foundation, he took to himſelf the 
Name of Conqueror, and thought himſelf ſo much 


Lord of the Whole, that he believed the very Ac- 
tions by which the Conqueſt was atchieved, to be 
all his own. | 

Ufo theſe Motives, and with theſe wrong No- 
tions, he immediately prepared to form a Fleet and 
Army for the Deſtruction of Cortes, and all thoſe 
who had followed his Fortune : He bought Ships, 


liſted Soldiers, and went in Perſon over the whole . 


Iſland, viſiting the Dwellings of the Spamards, and 


encouraging them to the Undertaking. He ſet be- 


fore them the Obligation they lay under to redreſs 
his Injuries : He ſhared with them before-hand the 
| D 


immenſe 
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immenſe Riches of that Conqueſt, which, as he ſaid, 
was then uſurped by ill-adviſed Rebels, who, as 
they had baſely made their Eſcapes from Cuba by 
Flight, had left no Room to doubt of their Puſilla- 
nimity. With theſe Hopes, and ſome Expence, 
(wherein he conſumed the greateſt Part of his Sub- 
ſtance) he in a few Days got togetner a Body of 
Men, which in thoſe Parts of the World, both for 
the Number and Quality of the People, might be 
termed a formidable my. It conſiſted of eight 
hundred Spaniſh Foot, . eighty Horſe, and ten or 
twelve Pieces of Artillery, with Abundance of Pro- 
viſions, Arms, and Ammunition, He appointed 
for chief Commander of that Expedition, Pamphilo 
de Narvaez, a Native of Vallodolid, a Man of Ca- 
0 and of the firſt Diſtinction in that Iſland, but 

ighly opinionated of himſelf, and obſtinately poſi- 
tive in his Reſolutions. He gave him the Title of 
his Lieutenant, naming himſelf, Governor at leaſt, 
of New Spain. 

Hz gave him likewiſe ſecret Inſtructions, in 
which he ordered him, That he ſhould endeavour, 
5 to the utmoſt of his Power, to take Cortes, and 
* ſhould ſend him Priſoner to him under a ſtrong 
* Guard, that he might receive from his Hands 
* the Puniſhment he had deſerved ; That he ſhould 
do the fame with the chief Officers who follow'd 
* him, in caſe they refuſed to abandon his Intereſt : 
* And that he ſhould take Poſſeſſion, in his Name, 
„ of all that had been conquered, adjudging it to 
* be all within his Diſtrict, as the King's Lieute- 
* nant,” All this without reaſoning upon any Ac- 
cidents which might happen; for at the Appearance 
of ſuch a Force, he thought he could eaſily obtain 
all that he propoſed ; and Confidence (a Vice fami- 
lar to che Paſſionate) either looks at Dangers always 
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at a Diſtance, or is inſenſible of them till it ſuffers 
under the Difficulty. __ 3 
Taz Monks of St. Geronimo, who preſided over 
the Royal Audience at St. Domingo, and over the 
other Iſlands, with Supreme Juriſdiction, were in- 
formed of theſe Preparations, and foreſeeing the In- 
conveniences which might reſult from ſo publick a 
Competition, ſent the Licentiate Lucas Vaſquez de 
Ayllon, Auditor of the ſame Royal Audience, to 
endeavour to bring Diego Velaſquez to Reaſon ; and 
if he found gentle Means inſufficient, to acquaint 
him with the Orders he carried ; commanding him, 
upon great Penalties, to diſarm his People, and 
unrig his Fleet, and not diſturb or give any Impe- 
diment to the Conqueſt in which Hernan Cortes was 
employed, under the Colour of its belonging to 
him, upon any Account. or Pretence whatſoever :. 
And that in caſe he had any perſonal Complaint 
againſt Cortes, or any Claim of Right to the Coun- 
try he was then gaining for the King, he ſhould 
appear before the Royal Tribunal, where he ſhould 
» ſure of having Juſtice done him in a regular 
ay. | | 
Tris Miniſter arrived at the Iſle of Cuba, where 
he found the Fleet ready to ſail, which conſiſted of 
eleven tall Ships and ſeven ſomewhat larger than 
Brigantines, all in very good Order; and Diego 
Velaſquez buſily employed in forwarding the Em- 
barkation of the Troops. The Licentiate did all he 
poſſibly could to reduce him to Reaſon, making 
Uſe of what Arguments he thought propereſt to 
perſuade him to deſiſt from his Enterprize ; repre- 
ſenting to him, The Hazard to which he expoſed 
* himſelf in caſe Cortes ſhould ſtand upon his De- 
* fence, ſupported by thoſe Adventurers who fol- 
< lowed him, and were now intereſted in defend- 
ing what they had acquired: The Damage that 
| ET might 
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* might enſue when thoſe warlike Indians, newly 
* conquered, ſhould perceive a Civil War amongft 
<« the. Spaniards.. And that if by this Miſunder- 
* ſtanding, a Conqueſt on which they already ſet 
<« ſo great a Value in Spain, ſhould be loſt, he 
*« would riſk his Credit, without its being in the 
* Power of thoſe, who were moſt :ncline in his 
« Favour, to defend him“ Then he ſpoke on 
the Part of the Royal Chamber, and endeavoured 
to perſuade him, To apply himſelf to the Tri- 
& bunal, which would conſider his Caſe with At- 
< tention, if he did not diſcredit it by this Act of 
Violence.“ And laſtly, ſeeing him incapable of 
Advice, for that every Thing which did not tend 
towards the Deſtruction of Hernan Cortes, ſeemed 
to him utterly impracticable, he paſſed on to the IM 
Judicial Part, ſhewed his Orders, and cauſed them 
to be notified by an Eſcrivano he had brought with 
him for that Purpoſe, accompanying them with di- 
vers Requeſts, and Proteſtations. But nothing was 
ſufficient to ſtop his Reſolution ; for the Title of the 
King's Lieutenant had fo raiſed him in his own Con- 
ceit, that it ſeemed he would acknowledge no Su- 
perior in his Government, and obſtinately perſiſted 
in his untractable Humour. The Licentiate diſſem- 
bled ſome Indecencies without directly contradict- 
ing him, leſt he ſhould render him more 13 5 
tate; and ſeeing that he endeavoured to haſten the 
Embarkation of his People, he feigned a Deſire of 
beholding this Land ſo much applauded and cried 
up, and, under the Pretext of Curioſity, offered to 
accompany them; to which Propoſal Diego Vela/- 
guez eaſily agreed, that the News of his Inſolence 
might come later to the Iſle of Santo Domingo; 
whereupon*he embarked, with the Approbation and 
Good-hiking of all. A Reſolution which, whether 
it proceeded from himſelf, or from his Inſtructions, 
ſeemed 
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ſeemed well judged, and convenient for the pre- 
venting of any Breach amongſt the Spaniards. He 
perſuaded himſelf, with ſufficient Probability, that 
when he was far diſtant from Yelaſquez, he might 
with more Eaſe get his Orders obeyed, or that at 
leaſt his Mediation would be more powerful with 
 Pamphilo de Narvaez; and notwithſtanding his Pre- 
ſence was a new Inconveniency, (as we ſhall ſee 
hereafter) his Zeal and good Intentions were nothing 
the leſs meritorious : For though the Event does 
not always anſwer the Means which are made uſe of 
to make an Affair ſucceed, yet this Effect of Chance 
does not leſſen the Merit of well-concerted Deſigns. 
Andres de Duero that Secretary of Velaſquez, who 
favoured Cortes ſo much in the Beginning of his 
Fortune, likewiſe accompanied the Expedition. 
Some ſay he offered himſelf for this Voyage, purely 
to ſhare ſome of the Wealth acquired, by remem- 
bring Cortes of the Services he had formerly done 
him; and others ſay, his Intention was to mediate 
with Narvaez, and prevent, as much as he could, 
the Ruin of his Friend; which we rather chuſe to 
believe than the former, as being ſenſible that it ill 
becomes an Hiſtorian to value himſelf upon ill- 
natured Conjectures. 

Tn Fleet ſet Sail, and, having a favourable 
Wind, in a few Days got a Sight of the deſired 
Land. They came to an Anchor in the Port of Ulua, 
and Pamphilo de Narvaez ſent ſome Soldiers aſhore 
to get Intelligence, and make what Diſcoveries they 
could in the neighbouring Villages. Theſe were not 
long before they ſurprized and took two or three 
Spaniards, who were ſtraggling about that Place: 
They brought them before their Commander; and 
the Men, either fearful of ſome Violence, or inclin'd 
to Novelty, informed him of all that had paſſed in 
Mexico, and Vera-Cruz, ſeeking to flatter him by 

| diſcrediting 
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diſcrediting of Cortes. Upon this Intelligence, the 
firſt Thing he reſolved on was to treat with Gon- 
⁊alo de Sandoval about the Surrender of the Fortreſs 
under his Command, and to engage him either to 
maintain it for him, or to diſmantle it, and with 
his Garriſon to join the Army. He intruſted this 
Negociation to a Clergyman he had brought with 
him, named Juan Ruis de Guevara, a Man of a leſs 
gentle Temper than his Profeſſion required. There 
went with him three Soldiers who ſerved as Witneſſes, 
and a publick Notary, in caſe it ſnould be found 
neceſſary to come to Terms of Notification. Gon- 
zalo de Sandoval had his Centinels in proper Places to 
obſerve the Motions of the Fleet, and they gave 
Advice from one to another, by which Means he 
had an Account of their Approach a good while be- 
fore they arrived: And being aſſured that there was 
no greater Number to follow, he ordered the Gates 
of the Town to be opened, and retired to wait their 
Coming in his Lodgings: They arrived, and not 
without Preſumption of being well received. The 
Prieſt, after the firſt Civilities were over, and he 
had delivered his Credentials to Sandoval, gave him 
an Account of the Forces with which Pampbilo de 
Narvaez was come to take Satisfaction for the In- 
jury which Hernan Cortes had done to Diego Velaſ- 
quez, by withdrawing from his Obedience; the 
Conqueſt of that whole Country being intirely his - 
Property, as having been begun by his Order, and 
at his Expence. He made the Propoſal as a Point 
of no Difficulty, and that had more than ſufficient 
Motives, and expected to receive Thanks for coming 
to offer him ſuch advantageous Conditions, in an 
Affair ſupported with ſo much Force, and, as he 
1magined, ſo much Reaſon. Gonzalo de Sandoval 
anſwered him with ſome Warmth, which he could 


not well conceal, + That Pamphilo de Narvaez was 
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<« his Friend, and ſo prudent and loyal a Subject 
<« of the King's, that he would certainly deſire no- 
rc thing but what ſhould be moſt advantageous 
« and convenient for his Majeſty*s Service: That 
&* the preſent Juncture of Affairs, and the State in 
ce which the Conqueſt was at that Time, required 
ce that he ſhould. join his Forces with thoſe of Cortes, 
cc and affiſt him to perfect that which was now in 
* ſuch Forwardneſs, taking Care firſt of their prin- 
e cipal Obligation; for that the Quarrels and Ani- 
4 moſities of private Perſons were not, at the King's 
« Expence, to be decided by a Civil War: But 
e that if Narvaex, preferring his own private Re- 
ce venge to the publick Intereſt, deſigned any Man- 
<« ner of Violence againft Hernan Cortes, he might 
e from that Moment be aſſured, that not only him- 
| « ſelf, but all the Soldiers of that Garrifon, would 
ce rather chuſe to die fighting by his Side, than 
«ever agree to ſo baſe and diſhonourablean Action.“ 
The Prieſt received this Repulſe, as an unexpected 
Stroke; and being more accuſtomed to ſuffer him- 
ſelf to be governed. by his Paſſion than to repreſs it, 
he broke out into injurious Language and Threats 
againſt Hernan Cortes, calling him Traitor; and 
went ſo far as to ſay, that Gonzalo de Sandoval, and 
all who eſpoufed that Traitor*s Intereſt, deſerved no 
better Title themſelves. They all endeavoured to 
bring him to Reaſon, and within the Bounds of Mo- 
deration, putting him in Mind of his Profeſſion, 
that he might be ſenſible at leaſt of the Conſidera- 
tion upon which they bore with him. But he, raiſing 
his Voice, without changing his Style, commanded 
the Eſcrivano, or Notary, he had brought with him, 
to publiſh the Orders he had, That all might 
know that they were to pay Obedience to Nar- 
* vaez, on Pain of Death.” But this was what. 
could not be put in Execution; for Gonzalo * 

5 o 
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doval told the Eſcrivano plainly, * That he would 
ce order him immediately to be hanged, if he pre- 
« ſumed to publiſh any Orders which did not come 
« from the King.” In ſhort, the Diſpute roſe to 
that Height, that Sandoval commanded the Meſ- 
ſengers to be ſeized and taken into Cuſtody. But 
ſoon after, reflecting with himſelf upon the Miſ- 
chief they might do, if they returned exaſperated to 
Narvaez, he reſolved to ſend them Priſoners to 
Mexico, that Hernan Cortes might ſecure them there, 
or endeavour to reduce them. This Determination 
he inſtantly put in Execution, providing Indians of 

Burthen, who carried them Prifoners upon their 
Shoulders in a ſort of Chairs, which they uſed inſtead 
of Litters. There went with them, as Commander 
of the Guard, a Spaniard he much confided in, 
whoſe Name was Pedro de Solis, whom he charged 
not to offer them any Injury, or ill Treatment upon 
the Road. Sandoval diſpatched a Courier before, 
to give an Account to Cortes, and took Care to get 
his People in a Readineſs, called together his In- 
dian Friends for the Defence of the Place, diſpoſing 
every Thing as became a vigilant and careful Cap- 
tain. =” | 
Ip cannot be denied, but that he exerted the Mi- 
litary Power too far in the Impriſonment of an Ec- 
cleſiaſtick, unleſs he did it with political Views; 
conſidering that it would be very inconvenient to 
Have a Perſon of ſo violent and precipitate a Diſ- 
poſition near Narvaez, when they were to endea- 
vour to bring Matters to an Accommodation, which 
was ſo very neceſſary. It may be preſumed, that, in 
this Reſolution, if he had one Eye. turned towards 
his own private Reſentment, he had the other upon 
the publick Advantage: And if he acted with this 
laſt View, (as his firſt Calmneſs ſeems to perſuade 
us, when he ſuffered the Prieſt's Heat, and ſhew'd 
him 
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kim all due Reſpect) then indeed his Conduct ought 
not to be wholly condemned, becauſe in ſome Part 
of it he wanted a little Moderation; for ſometimes, 
when a Man is warmed, he goes through with what 
otherwiſe he could never have brought about; and 


in ſuch Caſes Anger ſerves to give Life to Prudence. 


3 —— 8 
— * — 


—— 2 — . 


CH AP. VI, 

The Precautions of Hernan Cortes to avoid a - 
Rupture. He makes Overtures of Peace, 
which are rejected by Narvaez, who, on the 
contrary, proclaims War, and ſeizes the 


Perſon of the Licentiate Lucas Vaſquez de 
S » 


Hava CORTES received frequent Ad- 


vices of all theſe Particulars, which plainly con- 
firmed what before he only fuſpected: And ſome 
little Time after, he underſtood, that Pampbilo de 
Narvaez. had landed, and marched with his Army 
directly for Zempoala. This News made him very 
uneaſy, dubious, and irreſolute what Meaſures he 
was to take, and plainly ſenſible of the Inconve- 
niences he lay under. He could think of no Way 
that was not attended with ill Conſequences. To 
ſeek Narvaez in the Field with ſuch unequal Forces, 
was Temerity ; more particularly when he was 
to leave in Mexico a Part of his People to cover 
the Quarters, defend their acquired Treaſure, and 
keep up that kind of Guard which Motezuma ſuf- 


fered himſelf to be under: To expect his Enemy in 


the City, was the certain Way to ſtir up ſeditious 


Humours, with which the Mexicans were already but 


roo 
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too much infected, and to furniſh them with a fair 
Opportunity of taking to their Arms undet the 
ſpecious Pretext of Self- Defence, and by that Means 
have another Danger at his Back. To make Over- 
tures of Peace to Narvaez, and ſollicite the Union 
of their reſpective Forces, was indeed the whole- 
ſomeſt and moſt convenient Method of proceeding, 
but appear d the moſt difficult; conſidering the 
Perverſeneſs and the Obſtinacy of the Man's Tem- 
per he had to deal with, whom he deſpair'd to 
bring to Reaſon, tho' he ſhould condeſcend even 
to ſue for his Friendſhip, which as yet he had not 
reſolv*d upon; becauſe a ſubmiſſive Condeſcenſion 
ſeldom gains upon an inſolent and obſtinate Diſpo- 
ſition, and in Propoſals of Peace makes but a very 
indifferent Figure. He conſider'd the total Loſs 
of his Conqueſt ; the Diſappointment of thoſe great 
Beginnings ; the Cauſe of Religion neglected ; the 
King's Intereſt trod under Foot; and, what - moſt 
of all concern'd him was, to find himſelf oblig'd 
to feign Security and Content, ſhewing a Calm in 
his Countenance whilſt his Breaſt was agitated by a 
furious Tempeſt. OY. ee e 
To Motezuma he ſaid, © That thoſe newly ar- 
« riv'd Spaniards were Vaſſals to the King his Ma- 
* ter, and had brought a Second Embaſſy, to 
« ſupport the Propoſition he had already made: 
That they came with an Army, according to 
< the Cuſtom of their Nation; but that he would 
* endeavour to diſpoſe them to return, and would 
„ himſelf go along with them, as having now 
© receiv*d his full Diſpatches, ſince his Majeſty's 
Generoſity and Bounty had left nothing for thoſe 
new Comers to deſire, they having no other Pro- 
poſals to make but what he himſelf had already 
made and obtain'd.”? Woe) 


His 
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His Soldiers he encourag'd with various fallaci- 
ous Suppoſitions, telling them, That Narvaez 
« was his very good Friend, and a Perſon of ſuch. 
« Honour, Integrity, and good Senſe, that he 
« would not fail of hearing Reafon, and would in- 
« fallibly prefer the Service of God and his Sove- 
<« reign to the Intereſt of a private Man: That 
« Diego Velaſquez had diſpeopled the Iſland of 
Cuba purely to gratiſy his revengeful Temper ; 
« and, in his Opinion, he had ſent him a freſh 
« Supply of Spaniards wherewith to proſecute his 
« Conqueſt ; for he did not in the leaſt doubt, but 
e he ſhould make Fellow-Soldiers and Compa- 
“ nions of thoſe who were ſent againſt him as 
% Enemies.“ 
Wir his Captains he was leſs reſerv'd. He 
communicated to them Part of his Suſpicions, and 
reaſon'd, by Way of Prevention, upon the Ac- 
cidents which might offer: He repreſented to them 
the ſmall Skill Narvaez had in Military Affairs; 
the Rawneſs of his Men; the Injuſtice of his Cauſe, 
and other Motives of Encouragement, in which 
he conceal d his real Sentiments, giving them, in 
Truth, more Hopes than he had himſelf. : 
LasTLy, He aſk'd their Opinion, (as he was 
always accuſtom'd to do in Caſes of like Impor- 
tance) and diſpoſing their Minds after ſuch a Man- 
ner that they ſhould adviſe him to what he thought 
beſt, he reſolv'd firſt to try to bring Matters to an 
Accommodation, and to make ſuch Propoſals to 
Narvaez that he ſhould not be able to refuſe his 
offers without charging himſelf with all the Incon- 
veniencies of a Rupture : But at the ſame Time he 
made Proviſion for the War, according to his 
wonted Diligence. He ſent to his Friends of Tlaſ- 
cala to get ready Six Thouſand Soldiers for an 
Enterprize in which it was poſſible he might want 
Vol. IL = | their 
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their Service. He order'd an Officer (who with 


Three or Four Spaniſh Soldiers, were in the Pro- 
vince of. Cbinantla to diſcover the Mines of that 
Part of the Country) to endeavour to diſpoſe the 
Caziques to a Levy of other Two Thouſand Men, 
and that they ſhould have them ready to march 
with him at the firſt Notice. The Chinantecas 
were Enemies to the Mexicans, and had declar'd 
themfelves for the Spaniards with Signs of great 
Sincerity, and had ſent privately to offer them 
their Obedience. They were a valiant and warlike 


People, and with whom he thought it would re- 
dound very much to his Advantage to reinforce 


his Army: And recollecting, that he had heard the 
Lances which they us'd in their Wars highly com- 
mended, as being conſiderably longer than ours, 
and made of a very tough Wood, he ordered Three 
Hundred to be brought, to divide amongſt his 
Soldiers, and arm'd them with Points of temper'd 
Copper, which ſufficiently ſupplied the want of 
Iron; and this was his firſt Precaution, both be- 
cauſe the Cavalry of Narvaez gave him no ſmall 
Uneaſineſs, and becauſe he had a Mind to have 
Time to inſtruct his Men in the Uſe and Manage- 
ment of thoſe Arms. 


In the mean while Pedro de Solis arriv'd with the 


Priſoners ſent by Gonzalo de Sandoval, and ſending 


Notice to Cortes, expected his Orders at the Side 
of the Lake: But Cortes, who had been before in- 
form 'd of their coming, went out to receive them 
with more than ordinary Attendance. He imme- 
diately order'd their Fetters to be taken off, em- 
brac'd them with great Humanity, and the Licen- 
tiate Guevara, more than 'once, with particular 
_ Civility, telling him, „That he would chaſtiſe 
« Gonzalo de Sandoval for the little Regard he had 
« ſhewn to his Perſon and Dignity.* He _ 
wards 
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wards conducted him to his own Appartment, gave 
him his Table, and with a ſeeming Satisfaction, in- 
timated ſeveral times, how much he eſteem'd 
<« the Happineſs of having Pamphilo de Narvaez in 
« that Country, on Account of the paſt Friendſhip 
and Intimacy that had been between them.” He 
took Care that the Spaniards ſhould all appear 
chearful and hearty before him. He made him a 
Witneſs of the Favours he received from Mote- 
zuma, and the great Reſpect with which he was 
treated by the Mexican Princes. He preſented him 
with ſome Jewels of Value, which greatly mol- 
lify'd the Violence of his Temper. He did the 
ſame by his Companions and without letting them 
know that he ſtood in Need of their good Offices 
to incline Narvaez to Peace, he diſpatch'd them 
in four Days, fully perſuaded by his Reaſons, and 
engag d by his Liberality and courteous Treat- 
ment. | | „ 
Arrzx he had taken theſe politick Meaſures, 
leaving it to Time to ripen and to produce the Ef- 
fect, he reſolv'd to ſend ſome Perſon of Account 
to make ſuch Propoſals to Narvaex, as were rea- 
ſonable and convenient for the common Intereſt 
and the Service of the King; and for this Negoti- 
ation he choſe Fryer Bartolome de Olmedo, a Per- 
ſon of known Integrity, Wiſdom, and Eloquence, - 
and ſupported by the Dignity of his Character. 
He haſten'd as much as poſſible his Diſpatches, 
and gave him Letters for Navaez, for the Licen- 
tiate Lucas Vaſquez de Ayllon, and for the Secretary 
Andres de Duero, with ſeveral Jewels to diſtribute 
as he ſhould think proper. The Importance of a 
Peace was the Argument of thoſe Letters ; in that 
to Narvaez, He courteouſly bad him welcome to 
thoſe Coaſts, with Expreſſions of ſingular Reſpect 
and Eſteem ; And after reminding him of their 
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former Friendſhip and Intimacy, He inform*d 
him of the State of his Conqueſt ; acquainting 
* him, at large, with the Provinces he had ſub- 
e jected ; the Sagacity and martial Genius of the 
* people; and the Power and Grandeur of Mote- 
C 24ma.” This he did, not ſo much to magnify 
his own Actions, as to make Narvaez ſenſible how 
much it imported them all to unite their Forces 
for compleating the Enterprize which was in ſo 
great a Forwardnefs. He gave him likewiſe to 
underſtand. How much they ought to fear, leſt 
& the Mexicans, a conſiderate and warlike Nation, 
ſhould come to the Knowledge of any Mifunder- 
ſtanding amongſt the Spaniards; for that they 
would very well know how to make their Ad- 
vantage, and deſtroy both Parties, to free them- 
ſelves from a foreign Yoke.” And, laſtly, he 
told him, That, to prevent all Diſputes and 
Accidents, it was abſolutely neceſſary, that, 
without farther Delay, he ſhould acquaint him 
with the Orders he brought; for if they were 
from the King, he was ready to obey them, 
give up his General's Staff, and the Army under 
his Command: But if his Commiſſion was only 
from Diego Velaſquez, they ought both of them 
to conſider with equal Attention, how much 
they adventured ; for that in any Diſpute where 
the King's Intereſt was concerned, the Preten- 
ſions of a Vaſſal were but of ſmall Weight, and 
might be adjuſted at a cheaper Rate; it being 
his Deſign te ſatisfy Velaſquez for all the Expence 

© he had been at in fitting out the firſt Fleet, and 
to divide with him not only the Profits but the 
very Glory of the Conqueſt.” After this Man- 
ner he concluded his Letter ; but thinking he had 
dwelt too long upon the Article of Accommoda- 
tion, he added, by Way of Poſtſcript, ſome briſk 
| | Expreſſions, 
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Expreſſions, letting him know, That he did not 
* make . Uſe of Arguments becauſe, he wanted 
4 Force; and that he knew as well how to defend, 
ce as how to propoſe them. : 
PAMPHILO DE NARVAEZ, had taken up his Quar- 
ter, and lodged his Army in Zempoala; and the 
fat Cazique was very careful and ſedulous in the 
Entertainments of, and Attendance upon thoſe Spa- 
mards, believing they came as a Succour to his 
Friend Hernan Cortes; but it was not long before 
he was undeceived: For he did not find in them 
the ſame Manner of Carriage to which he had been 
accuſtomed by his former Gueſts; and notwith- 
ſtanding they had with them no Interpreter to make 
themſelves be under ſtood, their Actions ſpoke, and 
their Proceedings ſufficiently diſtinguiſned them. 
He diſcover'd in Narvaex an imperious ill-natured 
Diſpoſition, wkich gave him great Suſpicion; and 
he had no room to doubt when he ſaw him take 


by Force all the Furniture and Jewels which Her- 


nan Cortes had left in his Houſe. The Soldiers, 
to whom the Liberty their Commander took, ſerv'd 
for an Example, treated their Hoſts like Enemies, 
and put in Practice whatever Avarice, and a licen- 
tious Thirſt for Rapine, could dictate. 

Trax Licentiate Guevara ſoon after arrived, and 


related the Succeſs of his Journey; the Grandeur 


and Magnificence of Mexico; how well Hernan 
Cortes was received in that Court; how much he 
was beloved by Motezuma, and reſpected by his 
Vaſſals: He extolled the Humanity and Courteſy 
with which he had received and entertained him; 
and from that he paſſed on to what Cortes ſo ear- 
neſtly deſir' d, That it might not be known that 
there was any Miſunderſtanding among the Spa- 
*© wards.” But when he was going to propoſe an 
Accommodation, he could not proſecute his Diſ- 

E 3 courſe 
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courſe, for Narvaex cut him ſhort, telling him, 
* That he might return to Mexico, if the Artifices 
F of Cortes had made fo mighty an Impreſſion 
* upon him;“ and thruſt him from his Preſence 
with great Rudeneſs and Diſreſpect. But the Prieſt 
and his Companions ſaught a new Auditory ; paſſ- 


ing with their News and Preſents, to the Aſſemblies 


of the Soldiers, and obtain'd what moſt of all im- 
ported the Care and Diligence of Cortes; far ſome 
were moved by the Reaſonableneſs of his Argu- 
ments ; others by his Liberality, and all remained 
diſpoſed to Peace, the moſt part beginning to have 
a Sufpician of the ill Temper of Narvaez, from 
his preſent Obſtinacy. = : 

FaTHer Bartbolome de Olmedo ſoon followed Gue- 
vara, and found in ' Pamphilo de Narvaez much 
more Pride and Haughtineſs than Good Nature 
and Humanity. He deliver'd his Letters, and the 
other having read them out of Compliment, and 
with the Air of one who puts a Conſtraint upon 
himſelf, diſpos'd himſelf to hear what he had to 
fay; giving him to underſtand, That he ſuffered 
the Embaſſy purely for the Sake of the Ambaſſa- 
dor. The Father's Harangue was eloquent, ex- 
preſſive, and ſubſtantial He began with the 
* Obligations of his Profeſſion, to interpoſe him- 
* ſelf as a diſintereſted Mediator in theſe Diffe- 
sc rences;“ 
of Cortes, as an Eye-Witneſs to all his Proceedings, 
and bound to ſpeak the Truth. Next he aſſured 
him, ““ That it would be no difficult Matter for 
** him to obtain any Thing that ſhould be pro- 
* pos'd, provided it was reaſonable, and for the 
** Service of the King.” Then he repreſented, 
* What a Hazard they ran by thoſe Miſunder- 
„ ſtandings; and what an extraordinary Advantage 


# it would be to Diego Velaſquez, if he would co- 


endeavoured to fet forth the Sincerity 
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« operate with theſe Forces to compleat the Con- 


.« queſt; and added, That having them at his 


« Command, he ought to weigh the Uſe he was 
< to put them to with the preſent State of Affairs; 
„ a Point which muſt be preſuppos' d in his In- 
ce ſtructions; ſince it was * left to the Diſcre- 
< tion of the Captain, to chuſe the Means by 
« which he was to obtain the End propos d: And 
« Commander was always obliged to act ac- 
* cording to the Times and Accidents, left in the 


Execution of his Orders he ſhould deſtroy the 


Intention thereof.“ | 

Tux Anſwer of Narvazz was precipitate and 
confus'd ; he ſaid, * That it did not become Diego 
<* Velaſquez to make Conditions with a rebellio 
Subject, whoſe Chaſtiſement was the firſt 
„principal Buſineſs of that Army: That he would 
„immediately proclaim for Traytors all thoſe who 
* eſpous'd the Intereſt of that Rebel; and that he 
< had brought ſufficient Force to take the Conqueſt 
* out of his Hands, without having any Occaſion 
% for the Advice of thoſe who, being equally 
“ guilty, made uſe of the fame Reaſon to perſuade 
< him which they had to fear him.“ Father Bar- 
tholome, ſtill preſerving his Temper, replyed, That 
* he ſhould confider well, what he intended to do; 
„ for before he arrived at Mexico, he would find 
„ whole Provinces of warlike Indians, Friends and 
«© Confederates to Cortes, who would not fail to 
take up Arms in his Defence; and that it would 
* not be ſo eaſy to ſuppreſs him as he imagin'd, 


< ſince his Spamards were all reſolutely determin- 


* ed to dye with him; and beſides, he had Mote- 
„ 2#4ma on his Side; a Prince ſo powerful, that 
for every ſingle Soldier he had brought with 
him, he was able to raiſe a numerous Army.“ 
And laſtly he told him, That an Affair of this 
E4 « Nature 
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* Nature was not to be reſolved in Haſte, but requi- 
c red Deliberation, and a ſecond Reflection; adding, 
£ Thar he would return for his final Anſwer.! “ 

Wirz this Bravado the Father took his Leave, 
for he thought it was neceſſary to abate that Con- 
fidence Narvaez had placed in his Forces, on which 
he chiefly founded his Obſtinacy. 

Hz proceeded preſently to put in Execution the 
other Part of his Fee He viſited the Li- 
centiate Lucas Vaſquez de Ayllon, and the Secretary 
Andres de Duero, who highly, commended his Zeal, 
approving what he had propos'd to. Narvaez, and 
offering to aſſiſt in his Diſpatches with their utmoſt 
Power, in order to eſtabliſh a Peace, which was ſo 
very neceſſary to all. Then the Father viſited the 
Captains and Soldiers of his Acquaintance ; pub- 
liſhed his Commiſſion ; endeavoured to ſupport 
the good Intention of Cortes; made them all deſi- 
rous of a Reconciliation diſtributed the Jewels and 
other Curioſities he had, in Charge with good Judg- 
ment, and had Reaſon to hope that there would be 


a Party formed in favour of Cortes, or at leaſt in 


Favour of an Accommodation, had not Pampbilo 
de Narvaez, who had Notice of theſe Practices, 
put a Stop to his Proceeding. He ordered him 
to be brought before him, loaded him with Injuries 
and Threats, called him a mutinous and ſeditious 
Traytor, giving the Name of Treaſon to his ſound- 
ing amongſt his People the Praiſes of Cortes, and 
was determined to have ſecured his Perſon, had 
not the Secretary Andres de Duero interpoſed, at 
whoſe Inſtances he alter'd his Mind, and com- 
manded him immediately to depart from Zem- 


poala. 


Bur the Licentiate Lucas Vaſquez de Ayllon, be- 
ing informed of what paſſed, came very ſeaſon- 
ly and | gave his n ++ That it would be 
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“ proper. firſt to aſſemble all the Officers, that they 
«* might conſider more deliberately what Anſwer 
« ſhould be returned to Hernan Cortes, ſince he 
<« ſhewed himſelf diſpoſed to Peace; and it ſeem'd 
no difficult Matter to bring it about upon Terms 
6 reaſonable-and advantageous to all.” To which 
Propoſal were very much inclined ſome of -the Of- 
ficers who were preſent : But Narvaez heard him 
with a ſort of Impatience which ſavoured ſome- 
what of Contempt; and in order to ſtop all their 
Mouths at once, he, before them all, made a ſolemn 
Declaration of War, with Fire and Sword, againſt 
Hernan Cortes, cauſing the ſame to be publickly 
proclaimed, pronouncing him a Rebel and a Traitor 
to the King, aſſigning a conſiderable Reward to any, 
who ſhould either take or kill him, and giving Or- 
ders that the Army ſhould prepare to march. 
Bur that Miniſter, not being able to endure thoſe 


Irregularities, and who was indeed obliged to put 


a Stop to ſuch violent Proceedings by his own Au- 


thority, commanded the Cryer to deſiſt, cauſing it 
to be ſignified to Narvaez, ** That he ſhould not 
&« ſtir a Foot from Zempoala upon Pain of Death, 
* nor employ thoſe Forces without the unanimous 
“ Conſent of the whole Army.“ He commanded 
the Captains and Soldiers not to obey him, and per- 
ſiſted in his Proteſts, and in exerting his Authority 
with ſuch Reſolution, that Narvaez, quite out of 
Patience, blind with Choler, and loſing all Reſpect 
to his Perſon and Function, ordered him to be ig- 
nominiouſly apprehended, and immediately carried 
away on board one of his Veſſels to the Iſland of 
Cuba. Upon which Fryer Bartholome de Olmedo re- 
turned very much ſcandalized without any farther 
Anſwer ; and his own Captains and Soldiers them- 
jelves were ſo highly incenſed, that the moſt Intel- 
lizent, ſeeing a Miniſter of that Rank and Character 

| atreſted 
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arreſted, found themſelves obliged. to conſider pri- 


vately of ſome Meaſures for the Service of the King; 
and. thoſe of leſs Judgment had Matter ſufficient for 
Diſaffection and Murmuring againſt: their Captain. 
This Inſolence of Narvaex gave the Affairs of Cortes 
a happy Turn, confirming him in the good Opinion 
of the Soldiers; and the falſe Steps and Miſma- 
nagement of his Enemy ſerved to raiſe his Reputa- 
tion as much as the Prudence of his own Conduct. 


* 3 * r * * 
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Motezuma continues his good Offices toward 
Cortes and his Spaniards.” The Alteration 
which ſome attribute to the Practices of 
Narvaez looked upon as fictitious and impro- 
bable, Cortes reſolves to depart, and executes 
that Reſolution, leaving à Part of bis Force 
in Mexico. 63 


OME of our Writers report, That Pamphilo di 
Narvaez held a Correſpondence of great Inti- 
macy and Friendſhip with Motezuma; that Couriers 
went and came from Mexico to Zempoala, by whoſe 
Means he gave the Emperor to underſtand, © That 
he brought a Commiſſion from the King of Spain 
<« to chaſtiſe the Violences and Exorbitances of Cor- 
<« fes. That not only that Captain, but all thoſe 
« who followed his Banners, were Fugitives and 
Rebels; and that having underſtood how greatly 
& his Majeſty was oppreſſed, he propoſed imme- 
& diately to march with his Army, in order to re- 
<« ſtore him to his Liberty, and the peaceable Poſ- 

<« ſeſſion of his Dominions;' with other the like 
on, malicious 
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malicious Impoſtures. To which they add, That 
Motezuma charmed with thoſe Hopes, not only car- 
ried on a friendly Correſpondence with him, but 
alſo made him ſeveral great and valuable Preſents, 
concealing the Matter from Cortes, and deſiring to 
break his Priſon by clandeſtine Practice. 

Wu know not this Intelligence' could ever 
come to Motezuma: For Narvaez had no Interpre- 
ters to make himſelf underſtood amongſt the In- 
dians, and ſuch a concerted Negotiation could never 
be carried on by Signs and Dumb-Shew. None of 
his Spaniards came to Mexico, except the Licentiate 
Guevara, and his Companions, which Sandoval ſent; 
and theſe had never any private Conference with 
Motezuma. And even had Cortes been guilty of 
ſuch a Piece of Negligence, they could not poſſibly 
have been intelligible to each other without making 
uſe of Aguilar or of Donna Marina; a Suppoſition 
wholly inconſiſtent with what is related of their un- 
tainted Fidelity. We muſt believe then, that the 
Indians of Zempoala knew by their Behaviour, Coun- 
tenances, and other exterior Tokens, the Enmity 
and Oppoſition between thoſe two Armies, of which 
Intelligence was ſent to Motezuma by his Confidents 
and Miniſters; ſince it is not in the leaſt to be 
doubted but that he had the Account before it was 
imparted to him by Cortes: But from his Actions 
it plainly appears, That he kept his Mind inviola- 
bly firm, and was wholly free from any underhand 
Deſign againſt the Spaniards of Mexico. 

Ir is not denied but that the Emperor ſent ſome 
Preſents of Value to Narvaez; but it cannot be 
concluded from thence that there was a Correſpon- 
dence between them: For theſe Mexican Princes 


were accuſtomed ſo to regale all Strangers who hap- 
pened to touch on their Coaſts, as Motezuma had 
done to Cortes and his Followers; and he might 

5 conccal 
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conceal, without Artifice; that Inſtance ef his Li- 
berality, as being agreeable to an eſtabliſhed Cuſtom, 
or, perhaps, to avoid Oſtentation in his Genoroſity. 
But it is obſervable, that in 'thoſe; very: Gifts, whe- 
ther concealed or otherwiſe, there were ſome caſual 
Circumſtances, which turned to the Credit of Cores; 
for upon the Receipt of them, Narvaez expreſſed 
more Attachment to them than was becoming; for 
after he had counted them over with great Exact- 
neſs, he ordered them to be ſet aſide with ſuper- 
abundant Care, without making che leaſt Shew 6f 
Liberality to his greateſt Conſidents. And the Sal- 
diers (who though never ſenſible of their own inſa- 
tiable Ayarice, never fail to condemn it in their 
Generals) began to be diſpirited with this Diſap- 
pointment of their Hopes; and mixing their own 
proper Intereſts amongſt the Cauſes of the preſent 


Diviſions, they judged Cortes had the moſt Reaſon 


on his Side, as being the moſt liberal and generous. 
FaTHER Bartolome de Oumedo at length returned 
from his Journey, and Hernan Cortes found in his 


Relation all that he ſuſpected of Naruaex. He was 


not ſo much concerned on his own- Account, at 
the Contempt ſhewed of the Propoſals he had made 
as he was on Account of the Undertaking. He 


was ſenſible, by the Impriſonment of the Auditor 
Lucas Vaſquez de Ayllon, what little Regard muſt be 


had to the King's Service, by a: Man who could 
carry his Inſolence to ſuch a Length. He heard 
without Reſentment, (at leaſt outwardly) the inju- 
rious and reviling Language with which his Ad- 
verſary treated him: And Authors do with Juſtice 
very much commend his Moderation, that when he 
received Advice from ſeveral Hands of the Con- 
tempt with which he ſpoke of his Perſon, the In- 
decencies and Bitterneſs of his Reflections, and how 
often he took the Liberty to brand him with the 

| infamous 


Bock IV. Conqueſt of Mexico 61 
infamous Name of. Traitor, he was never heard to 
utter an unſeemly Expreſſion, or to call Pampbilo de 
Narvaez by any other than his'own Name. A rare 
Conſtancy, and a Maſtery of the Paſſions worthy 
to be envied! to receive Outrages, and at the ſame. 
Time preſerve Moderation! 1 

GREATLY' did Cortes comfort himſelf with the 
News which Father Bartboleme de Olmedo brought 
him, of the good Diſpoſition he found in the People 
of Narvaez, who for the moſt Part were deſirous of 
Peace, and but little affected to the Opinion of their 
Commander; ſo that he did not doubt but that he 
ſhould be able to face him as an Enemy, and bring 
him to the Terms he deſired, either by Force, or 
the Difaffection of his own Soldiers. He commu- 
nicated his Thoughts to his Officers, and having 
jointly and maturely conſidered the Inconveniences 
on all Sides, they held it for the leaſt hazardous 
to take the Field with all the Troops they could 
poſſibly aſſemble, to incorporate the Indians who 
were ready provided in Tlaſcala and Chinantla, and 
afterwards to march in a Body towards Zempoala; 
but with a Reſolution to halt in ſome confederate 
Town, where they might be nearer at hand to treat 
| of Peace, have the Advantage of capitulating with 
Arms in their Hands, and the Conveniency of be- 
Ing in a Place where they might pick up ſuch of 
the People of Narvaez as ſhould determine to quit 
his Party. This Reſolution was immediately pub- 
| iſhed amongſt the Soldiers, and received with great 
Applauſe and Chearfulneſs. They were not igno- 
rant of the great Inequality of Number between 
them and the contrary Party; but they were ſo far 
| from entertaining the leaſt Thoughts of Fear, that 
even thoſe who had leaſt Bravery and Zeal diſputed 
the Glory in ſerving in this Expedition ; and it was 
neceſſary to make Uſe both of Intreaties and Au- 
| thority, 
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thority, when the Time came to name thoſe who 
were to be left in Mexico, ſo great was the Confi- 


_ dence they had fixed, ſome in the Prudence and 


Conduct, others in the 13 and Valour, but 
all in general in the good Fortune of their Com- 
mander; for ſo they termed that extraordinary and 
uninterrupted Series of Succeſs with which he was 
wont to accompliſh whatſoever he took in Hand. 
And ſuch a Conftancy of Sutceſs has great Force 
on the Minds of Soldiers, and would have til! 
oreater if they knew how to attribute to their true 
Author thoſe unlooked-for Events which are called 
good Fortune, becauſe they proceed from a Cauſe 
not underſtood. 8 
Hernan CorTEs, provided with various Pre- 
tences, repaired immediately to Motezuma's Apart- 
ment, to give him an Account of his intended 
March, concealing, as much as poſſible, his inward. 
Concern : But the Emperor obliged him to give a 
new Turn to his Diſcourſe by beginning the Con- 
verſation, and ſaying, That he had for ſome 
Time obſerved him to be very thoughtful, and 
«<< was concerned that he ſhould conceal from him 
the Cauſe. of his Diſcontent; for he had from 
different Parts received Information, That the 
% Spaniſh General reſiding in Zempoala, came with 
bad Intentions againſt him and his Followers; 
that he did not ſo much wonder that they Hould 
* be Enemies for ſome perſonal Prejudice, and 
private Miſunderſtanding, as that, being Vaſſals 
<* to the ſame Prince, they ſhould head two Ar- 


mies of contrary Factions, by which it plainly 


appeared, that one of them muſt of Neceſſity 

<< be a Rebel to his Sovereign.“ | 
Tr1s unexpected Account from Motezuma, and 
his Reaſoning in the Concluſion of it, might have 
embarraſſed Cortes; nor did it fail to ſhock him 
in 
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in ſome Meaſure : But with that natural Prompti- 
tude with which he was always accuſtomed to diſ- 
engage himſelf upon ſuch Occaſions, he anſwered 
without Heſitation, That thoſe who had made 


c 
"71 


their Obſervations upon the bad Intentions of 
thoſe Spaniards, and the imprudent Menaces of 
their unadviſed Commander, had informed him 
of no other than the Truth, and he now came 


with a Deſign to communicate the ſame to him, 


having not had it in his Power to comply ſooner 


«* with this Obligation, becauſe Father Bartholome 


de Olmedo was but juſt arrived with the News. 
That notwithſtanding the Spaniſh Captain, who 
was at Zempoala, had given ſome Proofs of a 
diſorderly Paſſion, yet he was not to be looked 
upon as a Rebel, but rather as a Perſon deceived, 
who imagined he was ſerving his Prince while 
he was doing the Reverſe; for he came thither 
in Quality of a Subſtitute, or Lieutenant, from a 
miſinformed Governor, who reſiding in a very 
remote Province, was not acquainted with the 
laſt Reſolutions of the Court of Spain, and was 
perſuaded that the Embaſſy in which himſelf was 
employed was an Affair belonging to his Office. 
But that all the Preparations to ſupport ſo fri- 
volous a Pretenſion would eaſily vaniſh, without 
any farther Trouble than his laying before that 
Lieutenant his Diſpatches, by Virtue of which 
he had full Power and Juriſdiction over all the 
Spaniards, both Officers and others, who ſhould 
arrive upon thoſe Coaſts: And that therefore, 


before his Ignorance and Miſinformation ſhould 


ingage him to take any farther falſe Steps, he 
had reſolved to dire& his March to Zempoala, 


with Part of his Forces, to diſpoſe thoſe Spani- 


* ards to return to their Ships; and that he would 
make them ſenſible, that they were now to re- 


«« ſpect 
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s ſpect the Subjects of the Mexican Empire as a 
* People under the Protection of the King of Spain: 
4 That he would immediately put this in Execu- 
<< tion; the principal Motive o woe his De- 
* parture being the juſt Conſideration of prevent- 
<« ing them from approaching his Court, that Army 
being compoſed of Men too little diſciplined to 
« be admitted into his Neighbourhood, without 
* running the Hazard of occaſioning ſome Diſtur- 
* bance amongſt his Vaſſals.“ 
Ar ER this Manner Cortes endeavoured, as well 
as he could, to intereſt that Prince in his Reſolu- 
tion; and Motezuma, who already knew the Vexa- 
tions of which the Zempoalans complained, com- 
mended his Deſign ; holding it expedient, that he 
ſhould endeavour to keep at a Diſtance from the 
Court, Troops guilty of ſuch violent and irregular 
Proceedings: But it appeared to him as an Act of 
Temerity in Cortes, that ſince thoſe Spaniards 
had already declared themſelves his Enemies, and 
were ſo difproportionately ſuperior to him in Force, 
he ſhould expoſe himſelf to the Hazard of being not 
regarded and deſtroyed by them. He offered to 
furniſh him with an Army that ſhould ſupport him, 
the Leaders whereof ſhould be under his Com- 
mand, and intirely at his Devotion, ſince he would 
give them ſtrict Orders to reſpect and obey him as 
they would do himſelf if he went in Perſon : A Point 
which he repeated, and with many Inſtances ear- 
neſtly inſiſted upon, by which he gave convincing 
Proofs of his Sincerity and Affection, without any 
Mixture of Fallacy or Affectation. Hernan Cortes 
thanked him for his Offer, but excuſed himfelf from 
accepting it; for in reality he placed but a ſlender 
Confidence in the Mexicans; neither did he care 
to run the Hazard of admitting Auxiliary Forces 
which might command him ; as one who well —_ 
ow 


A * „ ** a «aA am. tanas a a 2 2 3 2 1 


Book IV. Congue of Mx x1 O. 65 
how embarraſling it was in Actions of War; to have 
at once the Front engaged, and the Flanks ex- 

Taz Motives of his Journey being after this 
Manner ſoftened, he next imployed his whole Care 
in the neceſſary Preparations for his ſetting out, re- 
ſolving to make Uſe of the Intelligence he had with 
the Soldiers of Narvaez before this latter ſhould 
take the Field. He determined to leave in Mexico 
eighty Spaniards under the Command of Pedro de 
Alvarado, which in the Opinion of all was moſt pru- 
dently reſolved ; becauſe that Officer was highly in 
Motezuma*s Favour, and beſides his being a Gen- 
tleman of great Courage and good Senſe, had the 
Advantage of being an accompliſhed Couttier, and 
was naturally of a free ingaging Behaviour; ſo that 
with all the Reſolution that was neceſſary to over- 
come the greateſt Difficulties, he could likewiſe 
have Recourſe to Policy when he found Strength 
was not ſufficient. The General gave him in Charge, 
That he ſhould do his utmoſt to keep Motezumd 
in that kind of Liberty which might make him 
e inſenſible of his Confinement, and ſhould pre- 
vent, as much as poſſible, his having any long 
e Conferences with the Mexicans. He left under 
his Care all the Treaſure, as well that belonging to 
the King his Sovereign, as to particular Perſons ; 
and above all, he made him ſenſible, © how much 
it imported to keep that Part of his Forces in the 
« Mexican Court, and that Prince at his Devotion; 
that being the Point to which he ought to direct 
* all his Actions, as the Foundation of their com- 
mon Security.“ N | 
To the Soldiers he gave Orders, That they 
* ſhould obey their Captain, and ſerve, and reſpect 
* Motezuma with greater Diligence, Circumſpection, 
* and Submiſſion than ever; and that they ſhould 
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ce be careful of maintaining an amicable Correſpon- 
ce dence with thoſe of his Family and Court: Ex- 
horting them, for their own Security, to Union 
among themſelves, and Civility towards others. 

Hz diſpatched a Courier to Gonzalo de Sandoval, 
with Orders, That he ſhould march out to meet 
* him, or, with the Spaniards under his Command, 
* wait his coming at the Place where he propoſed 
© to halt, leaving the Fortreſs of Yera-Cruz to the 


% Care of the Confederate Indians; which, in 


Effect, was little lefs than abandoning it. But it 
was now Time to think of dividing his Forces, 
neither would that Fortification, which was built 
only to keep off the Indians, be capable of reſiſting 
the Spaniards if they had a Mind to attack it. He 
took Care of what Proviſions were neceſſary, that 
he might not have them to ſeek, or be forced to 
extort them from the Peaſants. He procured a 
Body of Indians of Burthen, who were to carry the 
Baggage; and the next Day being fixed upon for 
the March, he ordered High-Maſs to be celebrated, 


whereat he commanded, that all the Soldiers ſhould 


be preſent, in order to recommend to God the 
good Succeſs of their Enterprize; proteſting, before 
the Altar, © That he deſired nothing but to do 
« Service to God and his King, which in that 


4 Juncture were inſeparable : That he went without 


« Hatred, or Ambition, having his Duty only in 
% View, and was aſſured that the Juſtice of his 
« Cauſe would plead for him before God and Man.” 
He next went to take his Leave of Motezuma, 
and earneſtly requeſted him, © That he would pro- 
0 tect that ſmall Number of Spaniards he had left 
© with him, and would be pleaſed not to abandon 
them upon any Account whatſoever ; for the 
* leaſt Change or Diminution of his Favour to- 
Wards 
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e wards them, if obſerved by his Subjects, might 
e occaſion great Inconveniencies, which would re- 
« quire extraordinary Remedies ; and that he fhould 


„be very ſorry to find himſelf, at his Return, 


* obliged to approach that Perſon complaining, 
* from whoſe Preſence he departed ſo well fatisfy*d.”” 
To which he added, That Pedro de Alvarado was 

left to repreſent his Perſon; and that as he had 
I transferred to him the Prerogatives belonging to 
ce the Character of Ambaſſador, during his Ab- 
„ ſence, he had likewiſe bound him under the ſame 
“ Obligation to do every Thing that ſhould be for 
“ his Majeſty's Service; and that he did not doubt 
but that he ſhould return very ſpeedily to his 
* Preſence, free from all theſe Perplexities, to re- 
“ ceive his Orders, prepare for his Voyage, and 
* carry to the Emperor his Sovereign, together 
* with his Majeſty's magnificent Preſents, the News 
* of his Friendſhip and Confederacy, which would 
be to him the Jewel of far greater Value than all.“ 
 MorTzezuma again began to expreſs his Concern, 
that he ſhould ſet out with ſo unequal a Force, and 
intreated him, That if there was no other Way 
* to decide the Diſpute but by Arms, he would 
* endeavour to delay the coming to an open Rup- 
© ture till the Arrival of the Mexican Succours, 
„ which he would not fail to get ready, in what 
Number he deſired. He gave him his Word not 
* to forſake the Spaniards which he left with Pedro 


“ de Alvarado, nor change his Habitation during 


“ his Abſence.** Antonio de Herrera adds, That he 
accompanied him a good Way out of Town with 


bis whole Retinue of Courtiers ; but maliciouſly at- 


tributes this Reſpect not to any real Friendſhip, 
but to the earneſt Deſire he had to ſee himſelf freed 
from the Spaniards, ſuppoſing him to be already 
diſaffected to Hernan Cortes and his Followers, and 
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glad to get rid of them at any Rate. What appears 
is, that he punctually kept his Promiſe, continuing 
in the ſame Lodging, and in the ſame Benovelence 
towards the Spaniards, notwithſtanding great Di- 


ſturbances happened, all which he might have re- 


medied by returning to his own Palace. And in 
his whole Procedure, as well in what he did in the 
Defence of thoſe Spaniards who were near his Per- 


fon, as in what he left unattempted againſt the reſt 
in that Diſunion of their Forces, it is evidently de- 


monſtrable, that he cannot be juſtly charged with 
the leaſt Double-Dealing, or any Alteration in his 
Intentions. It is true, that at laſt he began to wiſh 
they were gone, becauſe the Quiet of his whole 
Realm abſolutely required it; but he never once 
reſolved to break with them, nor ever forgot the 
Royal Safe-Guard, under the Protection of which 
they reſided at his Court. And though ſuch Con- 
ſiderations ſeem to belong to a leſs barbarous Prince, 
and were little anſwerable to the Character of Mote- 
zuma, yet ſo total a Change of this Indian's Tem- 
per was one of the Miracles which God wrought to 
facilitate the Conqueſt : For the extraordinary Aﬀec- 
tion and reſpectful Fear which he always had for 


Cortes, were ſo directly oppoſite to his unbounded 


Pride, and ſo contrary to his Nature, that they may 
very well be imputed to a Divine Inſpiration. 
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Hernan Cortes directs his March towards Zem- 
poala, Is diſappointed of the Succours which 
he expected from Tlaſcala. Continues bis 
March as far as Matalequita ; from whence 
he again makes Overtures of Peace, and, with 
new Provocation, declares War. 


HEY began their March, following the Road 
of Cholula with all the Caution and Care which 
the Security of the Army required, and which Cuſ- 
tom had now made eaſy to the Soldiers, by long 
Experience grown perfect in the Art of War, inur'd 
to the Hardſhips which attend it, and accuſtomed 
to obey without murmuring or diſputing. They 
were received in that City with a chearful Welcome, 
the ſervile Dread with which theſe People firſt paid 
their Obedience, being now converted into an un- 
feigned affectionate Veneration for their Conquerors. 
From thence they paſſed on to Tlaſcala, and half 
a League from that City they found a ſplendid Ap- 
pearance of the Nobility, and the whole Senate. 
The Entrance was celebrated with . great Demon- 
ſtrations of Joy, anſwerable to the freſh Lawirels 
with which the Spaniards returned, after having de- 
prived Motezuma of his Liberty, and ſomewhat 
abated the exorbitant Pride of the Mexicans. A Cir- 
cumſtance which increaſed their Applauſes, and 
greatly bettered the Treatment of the Army. The 
Senate immediately went to deliberate upon the An- 
ſwer which they were to give to Hernan Cortes, con- 
cerning the Auxiliary Forces he had deſired of the 
Republick. And here we find another Diſagree- 
ment of our Authors, a Misfortune which too fre- 
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quently occurs in the Accounts of the Indies, obliging 
us ſometimes to embrace that which has the Ap- 
pearance of Probability, and very often to be at 
abundance of Trouble to ſearch for what is only 
poſſible. Bernal Diaz ſays, That he demanded four 
thouſand Men, and that they gave him a Refuſal, 
with the Pretence, That their Soldiers durſt not 
take up Arms againſt the Spaniards, for that they 
found themſelves incapable of reſiſting the Horſes 
and Fire- Arms. And Antonio de Herrera affirms, 
That they gave ſix thouſand effective Men, and 
offered him a greater Number ; adding, that the 
fix thouſand were actually incorporated amongſt the 
Spaniſh Companies, and that at three Leagues Di- 
ſtance from their City they turn'd back, as not be- 
ing accuſtomed to fight far from their own Confines, 
But be it as it will, (for it is not of any Importance, 
nor can we pretend to rectify every Error) it is very 
certain, that the Tlaſcalans did not appear upon this 
Occaſion. Hernan Cortes demanded their Militia 
more to make a Noiſe and Shew with Narvaez, 
than that he much confided in their Arms, or de- 
pended on their Service againſt the Spaniards. But 
it is likewiſe certain, that he parted from that City 
without Complaint or Diſtruſt of the Tlaſcalans 
for he ſought them afterwards, and found them al- 
ways ready when he had any Occaſion for their Ser- 
vice againſt other Indians; in which Engagements 
they were valiant and reſolute, as appears by. their 
having always preſerved their Liberty in Spite of 
the whole Power of the Mexican Emperor, ſo near 
his capital City ; and that under the Reign of a 
Prince who centered his greateſt Vanity in the Re- 
nown of being called a Conqueror. 
TE Army ſtay'd but a ſhort Time in Tlaſcala, 
and, haſtening their March, they paſs'd on to 
Matalegiita, a Town of Indian Friends, mou 
| twelve 
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Twelve Leagues from Zempoala, where almoſt at 
the ſame Inſtant, arriv*d Gonzalo de Sandoval, with 
the Troops under his Command, and Seven Soldiers 
more, who, the Day after the Impriſonment of the 
Auditor Lucas Vaſquez de Ayilon, had from the 
Army paſs'd to YVera-Cruz, as from that Action 
having a Suſpicion of the Party they were engag d 
in. From thoſe Spaniards Cortes was inform'd of 
all that was tranſacted in his Enemy*s Quarters, and 
Sandoval gave him yet freſher Accounts: For be- 
fore ſetting out, he had found Means to introduce 
into Zempoala Two Spaniſh Soldiers, who moſt art- 
fully imitated the Behaviour and Geſture of the 
Indians, nor were they very much unlike them in 
their Complexion: Theſe Men voluntarily. and 
chearfully ſtripp'd themſelves, and concealing their 
Nakedneſs with the barbarous Cloathing of that 
Country, early in the Morning enter'd into Zem- 

poala, with each a Baſket of Fruit upon his Head, 
and placing themſelves, amongſt the reſt of thoſe 
who ſold that Sort of Proviſion, truck'd their Fruit 
for Glaſs, and ſo dexteroys were they in feigning 
the Eagerneſs after Trifles, and the Simplicity of 


the Native Peaſants, that no one regarded them; 


ſo that they went all about the Town, and eſcaped 
in Safety with what Intelligence they had got : But 
not contented with this, they reſolv'd to bring 
Proof of what Sort of Watch this Army kept in 
the Night, and return'd a Second Time, with each 
of them a Load of Graſs, amongſt ſome Indians who 
had Been out a Forraging ; and did not only diſ- 
cover the Enemy's little Vigilance in their Quarters, 
but confirm'd it by bringing off to Yera-Cruz a 
Horſe which they had the Addreſs to convey away 
from che very Parade, without meeting with the 
leaſt Oppoſition; and it happened to belong to 
Captain Salvatierra, one of the moſt zealous in 
| #4 exaſperating 
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exaſperating Narvaez again Hernan Cortes: A Cir- 
 cumſtance which made the Prize much more valu- 
able. Theſe Two Soldiers, notwithſtanding they 
perform*d, upon this Occaſion, all that could be 
expected from Induſtry and undaunted Reſolution, 
yet their Names are unfortunately and unjuſtly con- 


ceal'd, in the Relation of an Enterprize ſo well 


executed, and in a Hiſtory wherein we find, at every 
Step, Actions of far leſs Moment regiſter d ag 
Honours to the Name of the Performers. 

CorTEs founded a great Part of his Hopes upon 
the ſmall Skill and Experience the oppoſite Party 
had in Military Affairs; and the Negligence with 
which Phamphilo de Narvaez govern'd the Troops 
under his Conduct, furniſh'd his Imagination with 
various Deſigns : This Negligence proceeded, as 
Cortes very well knew, from the Contempt in which 
that General held the inferior Force of the Mexican 
Spaniards , nor was he at all diſpleas'd at it, fince 
it caus'd in the Enemy's Army, a Security ſo fa- 
vourable to his Deſigns, and which ſeem'd to fight 
for him: Nor was he out in that Manner of argu- 
ing; it being evident, that Security is an utter 
Enemy to all Precaution, and has occafion'd the 
Ruin of many a Commander. It ought to be 
reckon'd amongſt the greateſt Dangers of War; 
for, generally ſpeaking, when Two Armies come 
to meaſure their Strength, the deſpis'd Enemy gets 
the better. 

In the mean while Cortes was not idle; and tho? 


he preſs?d his Competitor with repeated Inſtances 


toaccommodate their Difference in an amicable Way, 
as wiſely conſidering that Propoſals of Peace ought 
to precede the Rupture on his Side, yet he made 
all neceſſary Preparations for War. He muſter'd 

is Men, and found he had Two Hundred Seventy 


Six Spaniards, including the Officers, and thoſe 
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who came from Vera- Cru with Gonzalo de Sando- 
val, without reckoning the Indians of Burthen he 
had to carry the Baggage. After this he diſpatch*d 
Father Bartolome de Olmedo à ſecond Time, to 
make his ultimate Efforts for the adjuſting of all 


Matters in Diſpute z but it was not long before that 


Eccleſiaſtick ſent him Advice of the ſmall Succeſs 
of his Negotiation. But Cortes deſiring ſtill to 
do ſomething more in order to juſtify himſelf, and 
to gain Time till the Two Thouſand Indians which 
he expected from Chinantla were arrived, he re- 
ſolv'd to ſend Captain Juan Velaſquez de Leon, as 
believing, that his Authority, and near Relation to 
Diego Velaſquez, might make his Mediation better 
accepted. He had experienc'd the Fidelity of this 
Captain, who a few Days before had made him re- 
peated Proteſtations of dying by his Side, if there 
was Occaſion, and had put into his Hands a Letter 
ſent him by Narvaez, wherein he made him very 
advantageous Offers, if he would eſpouſe his In- 
tereſt, And to this noble and ingenuous Procedure 
Cortes made a Return, by confiding to his Ma-. 
nagement ſo important and delicate a Negotiation. 
IT was generally believed, when he arrived at 
Zempoala, that he came determin'd to follow the 
Banners of his Kinſman Diego Velaſquez; and 
Narvaez, with a numerous Retinue, went out to 
receive him : But when he began to underſtand his 
Commiſſion, and found he was endeavouring to 
juſtify and ſupport the Cauſe of Cortes, he broke 
off the Diſcourſe, and with ſome Paſſion abruptly 
left him, tho' not altogether without Hopes of re- 
ducing him; for before he renew'd the Converſa- 


tion with him, he gave Orders to muſter his whole 


Army in his Preſence, deſiring, in Appearance, 
either to terrify or convince him with this vain 
Oſtentation of his Strength. Some advis'd Nar- 
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vacz to ſecure his Perſon ; but that he durſt not 


attempt, by Reaſon that Gentleman had many 


Friends in the Army; on the contrary he invited 
him to Dinner the Day following, as he likewiſe did 
all the Officers who were his greateſt Friends, and 
in whom he moſt confided, to aſſiſt him in his 
Endeavours to bring that Captain over to his Party, 
The Beginning of the Converſation was all Civility 
and Compliments : But amidſt their Mirth, and 
the Liberties of the Feaſt, there began ſoon after 
ſome Ralleries to be introduc'd againſt Cortes. And 
notwithſtanding Captain Juan Velaſquez for ſome 
Time endeavour'd to diſſemble his Uneaſineſs, that 
he might not ruin the Negotiation he was entruſted 
with; yet, when they came to indecent Expreſſions, 
and utter'd injurious Invectives againſt. Cortes, he 
could no longer contain himſelf, but ſaid aloud with 
ſome Warmth; That they ſhould enter upon 


©< ſome other Diſcourſe, and not before a Man like 


« him, ſpeak ill of his abſent General; adding, 
<< That whoſoever amongſt them all, did not eſteem 
ce both Hernan Cortes, and every one of his Fol- 
de lowers for good and loyal Subjects to the King 
of Spain, if he would ſay it before fewer Wit- 
cc neſſes, he would undeceive him after what Man- 
< ner he pleas' d.“ They were all ſilent, and Pau- 


pbilo de Narvaez was likewiſe very much embar- 


raſs*'d about the Return of an Anſwer : But a young 
Captain, a near Kinſman of Diego Velaſquez, and 
of his own Name, took upon him to tell him, 
* That none was worthy either of being of the 
% Blood, or of bearing the Name of Velaſquez, 
* who ſo ſtrenuouſly maintain'd a Traytor's Cauſe.” 
To which Juan Velaſquez anſwer'd by giving him 
the Lye, and drew his Sword with ſo determin'd 
a Reſolution to chaſtiſe his Inſolence, that they had 
all of them ſufficient Trouble to pacify him and 

prevent 


* 


Book IV. Conqueſt of Mt x1co. 75 
prevent Miſchief: In ſhort, they deſir'd him to 
return to the Camp of Cortes, to avoid the Incon- 
veniencies which his ſtaying there might produce. 
He inſtantly did ſo, taking with him Father Bar- 
/oloms de Olmedo, and let fall ſome Words at Part- 
ing intimating Revenge, and which ſeem'd to 
threaten an open Rupture. 

Sou of the Officers were much difſatisfy'd that 
Narvaez had ſuffered him to. depart. without 
making up the Quarrel between him and his 
Kinſman, in order to hear his Propoſal, that they 
might have return'd an Anſwer, good or bad, ac- 
cording to what he had in Commiſſion to offer : 
They faid,. «That a Perſon of his Conſideration 
and Authority ought to have been treated with 
more Reſpect; and that from his Judgment and 
« Sincerity it could not be ſuppoſed, that he would 
come with any prepoſterous or unreaſonable 
« Meſſage: That the niceſt Punctilios of War 
e never went ſo far as to hinder the Freedom of 
* hearing: Nor was it good Policy, nor the right 
« Way to appear formidable to an Enemy, to give 
4 him Cauſe to believe they fear'd his Reaſon.” 
Theſe Diſcourſes paſs'd from the Officers to the 
Soldiers, who were ſo ſenſible of the unjuſtifiable 
Procedure in this War, that Pamphilo de Narvaez 
was oblig'd, in order to quiet them, to name a 
Perſon, who, in his own and in the Names of the 
whole Party, was to excuſe and apologize for that 
Want of Civility, and to inquire of Cortes, what 
was the Subſtance of Juan Velaſquez de Leon's Com- 
miſſion ; and for this Purpoſe they unanimouſly 
choſe the Secretary Andres de Duero, who having 
leſs Partiality againſt Hernan Cortes, ſeem'd the 
fitteſt Perſon for the Satisfaction of the Male contents; 
and upon Account of his being withal a Domeſtick 
Servant to Diego Velaſquez, might, by thoſe who 

were 
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were averſe to an Accommodation, be better con- 
fided in than any other. 5 

Hernan CoR TES, finding by the Account which 
Father Bartelome de Olmedo and Juan Velaſquez dr 
Leon had brought him, that he had made more 
than ſufficient Advances towards a Peace, and 
holding it now abſolutely neceſſary to come to a 
Rupture, he remov*d his Troops, with a Deſign 
of p< an, nearer to the Enemy, and of ſeiz- 
ing ſome advantageous Poſt where he might attend 
the Arrival of the Chinantecas, and act as Occaſion 
ſhould offer. | N 

Hx was upon the March when his Scouts came 
back with Intelligence, that the Secretary Andres de 
Duero was coming from Zempoala; and Hernan 
Cortes, not without Hopes of ſome favourable 
News, advanc'd to receive him: They faluted each 
other with equal Demonſtrations of Affection, re- 
newing with repeated Embraces their former Friend- 
ſhip. The Officers all congratulated his Arrival 
with great Demonſtrations of Joy and Satisfaction; 
and before they came to the immediate Point of 
the Negotiation, Cortes made him ſeveral valuable 
Preſents, accompany'd with Promiſſes of much more. 
He ftay'd till the next Day, after Dinner, during 
which Time they had ſeveral private Conferences 
with great Freedom and Intimacy. They diſcours'd 
of ſome Mediums, in order to a Union between 
the Two Parties, and were very deſirous of find- 
ing out a Way to reduce Narvaex to Reaſon, whoſe 
Obſtinacy and untractable Temper was the only 
Obſtacle to the defir'd Peace. Cortes went ſo far 
as to offer to relinquiſh to his Competitor the Mexi- 
can Expedition, and to go with his Followers in 
Queſt of other Conqueſts. And Andres de Duero, 
ſeeing him act ſo nobly and generouſly with his 
Enemy, propos'd an Interview; nat doubting 6 
| | that 
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that he might prevail with Narvaez to give: him 


a Meeting, and that by a perſonal Conference be- 
tween thoſe Two Rivals, all their Diſputes and 
Animoſities would be the eaſier ſurmounted. Some 
ſay, that he carried Orders with him to make that 
Propoſal : Others, that it was a Thought of Cortes; 
but all agree, that an Interview was reſolv'd upon, 
and adjuſted, as ſoon as Andres de Duero return'd 
to Zempoala; by whoſe Care and Diligence an au- 
| thentick Agreement was made, aſſigning the Hour 
and Place where the Conference was to be held; 
each giving Aſſurance, under his Hand, that he 
would come to the Place appointed, accompanied 


with only Ten Friends, who were to ſerve as Wit- 


neſſes to whatever ſhould be ſaid, tranſacted, or 
agreed upon. . | 

But at the very Time while Hernan Cortes was 
preparing himſelf to obſerve with all Punctuality, on 
his Part, the Conditions of that Agreement, Andres 
de Duero gave him private Notice, That Narvaezhad 
reſolv'd to lay an Ambuſh with a Deſign to take 
or kill him; which being likewiſe confirmed by 
others of his Friends, he was ſo ſtung, that he 
wrote to Narvaez, giving him to underſtand, 
That he had diſcovered his baſe unmanlike 
* Treachery, and that from that Moment he re- 
| © nounc'd all Thoughts of Accommodation, re- 
* mitting his farther Satisfaction to the Deciſion of 
* the Sword.” Had it not been for this timely 
Advice, his Credulity and ſincere Manner of Pro- 
ceeding would have hurry*'d him blindly into the 
Hands of his implacable Enemy; and he was 
ſcarce capable of juſtifying himſelf to his own 
People, for this Want of Caution, or preci- 
pitate Confidence, in truſting to Narvaez after ſo 
many repeated Proofs of his ſiniſter Intentions. But 


nevertheleſs he cannot juſtly be accus'd of having 
- acted 
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acted the Part of an imprudent Commander in 
putting that Confidence in his Competitor's Word; 

ce upon fuch Occaſions, Breach of Faith is a 
Villainy of fo black and infamous a Nature, that 
an Enemy ought never to be ſuſpected of. it: For 
fuch perfidious Wiles as thoſe are not to be al- 
low'd a Place among the Stratagems of War; nor 
are Treacheries and Deceits which leave a Stain 
upon the Honour of thoſe who commit them, ever 


to be excuſed even in the moſt inveterate and rigo- 
rous War. | | | 
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Hernan Cortes continues his March till within 
a League of Zempoala. Pamphilo de Nar- 
vaez takes the Field with his Troops. Is 
oblig'd to retire by the Badneſs of the Wea- 


ther. Cortes reſolves to attack him in bis 
Quarters, 


ERNAN CORTES was rather animated, 

1 4 than incens'd at this freſh Inſtance of his 
Competitor's Brutality. An Enemy capable of ſuch 
baſe groveling Thoughts appear'd unworthy of his 
Apprehenſions ; and he believed that one who had 
endeavourcd to ſecure a Victory at the Expence 
of his own Honour and Reputation, could never 
have any great Dependance either upon himſelf or 
his Partiſans. He purſu'd his March with more 
than ordinary Diligence and Expedition, not that he 
had abſolutely determin'd upon the Meaſures he 
was to take, but having his Heart full of Hopes, 
he was ſpurr'd on by a certain CS wn 
| eldom 
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ſeldom fails to be the Forerunner of Succeſs. He 
took his Station within a League of Zempoala, in a 
Place where his Front was deſended by a River, 
call'd the River of Canoas, and his Rear by the 
Neighbourhood of Vera- Crux. He found here ſome 
Cottages, ſufficiently commodious to quarter his 
People and to refreſh them after what they had ſuf- 
fered from the ſcorching Heat of the Sun, and the 
Fatigues of that tedious March. He order'd ſome 
Scouts to por on the other Side of the River, 
where he likewiſe poſted Centinels ; and giving the 
firſt Hours to the Repoſe of the Soldiers, he de- 
ferr'd conſulting with his Officers what Meaſures 
were to be taken, till he ſhould receive Intelligence 
from the Enemies Army, in which he had gained 
ſome Friends, and believed, that when Opportu- 
nity offer*d, all who had a Diſlike to this War 
would eſpouſe his Intereſt ; which Suppoſition, and 
the ſmall Experience and Capacity of Narvaez, 
gave him ſufficient Encouragement to venture ſo 
near Zempoala, without the Imputation of Impru- 

dence or Temerity. 1 
NaRvAEZ had Information of the Place where 
his Enemy was lodg'd; and with more Hurry 
and Precipitation than Conduct and Circumſpection, 
and with a Haſte which appeared very like Confu- 
ſion, he drew out his Troops into the Field, where 
he immediately ordered the War to be proclaim'd, 
as if it had not already been ſufficiently publiſh'd. 
He aſſigned a Reward of Two Thouſand Pieces of 
Eight to any one who ſhould bring him the Head of 
Cortes, and a leſſer Price for thoſe of Gonzalo de San- 
doval, and Juan Velaſquez de Leon. He iſſued out ſe- 
veral Orders at once, never forgetting to expreſs his 
Inveteracy, and till mixing Threats with, all he 
ſpoke, and every Thing he did ſhew'd a great Con- 
tempt of his Enemy, but ſtill with ſome Appear- 
- ances 
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ances of Dread. His Troops being at laſt ranged 
in Order, not by any Diſpoſition of his, but by that 
of the Officers, who did their Duty without much 
minding what he ſaid, he march'd about a Quarter 
of a League at the Head of his Army, being de- 
termined to halt and wait for Cortes in the open 
Field, fooliſhly perſuading himſelf, that he had ſo 
little Judgment as to attack him in a Place where he 
might make all the Advantage of the great Supe- 
riority of his Numbers. Obſtinately perſiſting in 
that vain Credulity, he continued in that Poſt the 
whole Day, waſting his Time, and deceiving him- 
ſelf with vain Imaginations. He had already diftri- 
buted amongſt his Soldiers the Enemy's Spoil, in- 
riching his Captains with the Treaſures of Mexico, 
and talked very much of the Victory, but little or 
nothing of the Engagement. But as the Sun was 
juſt upon ſetting, the Weather grew extremely dark 
and cloudy, and there fell ſo prodigious a Quantity 
of Rain, that the Soldiers beſtowed many bitter 
Curſes upon their Expedition, and, with loud Cla- 
mours, demanded to return to their Quarters. The 
Officers likewiſe ſoon grew as impatient as the reſt, 
and without much Difficulty prevailed with Nar- 
©aez, who alſo had his Share of the general Uneaſi- 
neſs, they being all unaccuſtomed to reſiſt the In- 
clemencies of ſuch tempeſtuous Weather, and many 
of them averſe to a War which was like to be at- 
tended with ſo many Inconveniences. 

NARvAEZ had a little before received Informa- 
tion, that Cortes kept himſelf on the other Side of 
the River; from which he reaſonably enough con- 
jectured, that he had nothing to apprehend from 
the Enemy for that Night: And as People are ge- 
nerally very willing to believe what they deſire, 
they all unanimouſly agreed, that it was abſolutely 
neceſſary to retire, which they did, in great Hook 

Order, 


*Y 
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order, running to ſeek for Shelter, more like Men 
flying before an Enemy, than like Soldiers upon a 
March. E; P . 
NaRvARZ would not ſuffer his Forces to ſeparate 
that Night; rather becauſe he deſigned to take the 
Field early in the Morning, than for any Jealouſy 
he had of Cortes, notwithſtanding he affected the 
Vigilance and Care which a General ought to have 
when an Enemy is ſo near him. They all lodged 
themſelves in the principal Temple of the City, 
which conſiſted of three Towers, or Chapels, at a 
ſmall Diſtance from each other, ſeated on an Emi- 
nence, ſufficiently capacious, to which they went 
up by many ill-contrived Steps, the Steepneſs and 
Difficulty of whoſe Aſcent very much added to the 
Security of the Height. On the Top of the Stairs 
he planted his Artillery. For himſelf he choſe the 
middle Tower, to which he retired with ſome Of- 
ficers, and about one hundred Soldiers of thoſe in 
whom he moſt confided; and the reſt of his Troops 
he diſtributed in the other two, ſending out ſome 


Horſe to ſcour the Neighbourhood, and ordered 
two Centinels to be poſted at the Avenues; and with 
theſe Precautions, which in his Opinion, left nothing 
undone with reſpect to 8 Diſcipline, he devoted 


the Remainder of the Night to Reſt; and ſo far 
was he from imagining or ſurmizing any Danger, 
that he gave himſelf up to Sleep, without taking 
any farther Care or Concern. 

AxpRES DE Duro inſtantly diſpatched away 
one he confided in, and who could go out of the 
Place unſuſpected, to inform Cortes by Word of 
Mouth of their Return, and in what Manner they 
had diſpoſed themſelves in their Quarters, rather to 
make him eaſy by this friendly Advice, that he 
might paſs the Night in Quiet, than to ſtir him up 
to new Deſigns. But Cortes upon this Notice de- 
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layed but little in determining to lay hold of the 
favourable Opportunity which invited him. He 
had maturely premeditared all the Accidents which - 
might offer themſelves during the Courſe of this 
War; and, as ſometimes a Man muſt ſhut his Eyes 
to Difficulties, (which always appear greateſt at a 
Diſtance) and there are fome Caſes where Reaſon- 
ing is an Enemy to Execution, he called his People 
together without more Delay, and put them in Or- 
der, notwithſtanding the Tempeſt continued: But 
his Soldiers, already inured to greater Fatigues, 
obeyed without complaining of the Badneſs of the 
Weather, or inquiting the Occaſion of fo unfeaſon- 
able and urrexpected a Motion; fo much they de- 
ugh upon the Prudence and good Conduct of 
err Leader. They paſſed the River with the Wa- 
ter above their Middle, and this Difficulty bei 
overcome, he made them a ſfort Speech, wherein 
he communicated to them his Reſolution, yet not 
refuſing to hear their Advice. He informed them 
with what Confuſion and Diſorder the Enemy had 
retired, ſeeking to ſhelter themfelves in Quarters to 
defend them againſt the Rigour of the Night; He 
likewiſe told them how they were divided; and the 
Manner how they were diſtributed in the Towers of 
the Temple: He aggravated the Careleſſneſs and 
Security in which they were, and with what Facility 
they might be attacked before they could Be able 
to unite, or have Room to draw up: And per- 
ceiving that his Propoſal was not only approved 
but applauded, he purſued his Harangue with freſh 
Ardour: This Night, my Friends, ſaid he, this Night, 
Heaven has vouchſafed to put into our Hands 'the moj} 
"favourable Opportunity that Defire itſelf could frame: 
' You ſball this Night be Witneſſes of the great Confi- 
dence I repoſe in your Courage; and I muſt ingenuouſly 
. confeſs, that it is your known Fulour alone which in- 
I n ſpires 
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ſpires me with theſe bold Attempts. A few Houfs apd 
we expected our Enemies here, with the Hopes of van- 
quiſhing them by the Advantage of this River; now 
we have them ſupinely careleſs and diſunited, the very 
Contempt with which they treat us fighting on our Side. 
From the ſhameful Impatience with which they quitted 
the Field, Ming from the Inclemency of the Night, (a 
ſlight Tncomvenience) we may readily gather what "Uſe 
thoſe Men well make of that Eaſe which they ſought 
with ſuch puſillanimous Weakneſs, and injoy without 
Jealouſy or Suſpicion, Narvaez has but little Kno- 
ledge of the Niceties and Punctuality to which the 
Chances of War oblige Men: His Soldiers are for the 
moſt Part Novices, People picked up in Haſte, who 
have never ſeen any Service, and will not find it very 
eaſy to rally in the Obſcurity of the Night, fince à lit- 
tle Matter will put them into Diſorder in the Preſence 
of the Sun. Many have been diſobliged, and complain 
of their Captain's Conduct; nor are there wanting ſome 
who favour our Party, and not a few who: hold this 
War in Deteftation ; and Arms feel heavy when they 
move againſt Inclination : But both the one and the 
other muſt be treated like Enemies till they declare them- 
felves, for ſhould they overcome us we ſhall be the 
Traitors. Notwithſtanding Reaſon and Fuſtice is on 
our Side, yet in War Reaſon is an Enemy to the Neg- 
ligent, and generally declares for the Conquerors. They 
come to take from you all that you have acquired; nor 
do they aſpire at leſs than to be the abſolute Lords of 
your Liberties, Goods, and Hopes. They will call our Vic- 
tories theirs: Theirs the Land which you have conquered 
at the Expence of your Blood : Theirs the Glory of your 
beroick Exploits: And the worſt of all is, that while 
they endeavour to tread on our Necks, they ſeek to rum 
the Service of our Sovereign, and put a Stop to the 
Progreſs of our Religion; for thoſe will be loſt if we 
are vanquiſhed , and notwithſtanding the Fault will be 
| G 2 theirs, 
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theirs, yet it will be queſtioned who are the guilty. 
The Way to prevent theſe Evils is to bebave yourſelves 
this Night with your accuſtomed Intrepidity: You are 
far better able to execute than I am to dictate; betake 
yourſelves to your Arms, and forget not your Cuſtom of 
conquering : Have God and the King in your Hearts, 
Honour before your Eyes, and ſtrengthen your Hands by 
remembring. the Juſtice of your Cauſe : I will be your 


inſeparable Companion in all the Danger, and 7 lee 


pretend to incourage you by my Words, than I do to 
perſuade you by my Example. 
Taxzis Minds were ſo fired with this Speech of 
Cortes, that the Soldiers made preſſing Inſtances not 
to delay the March. They all acknowledged the 
Juſtneſs of his Reſolution, and ſome proteſted to 
him, That if he once offered to think of any 
« Accommodation with Narvaez, they would with- 
% draw their Obedience.“ Words of Men. reſolute 
and determined, which did not ſound ill in the Ears 
of Cortes, becauſe they rather expreſſed Briſkneſs 
than Diſreſpect. Without Loſs of Time he formed 
three ſmall Bodies of his Men, which were to ſuc- 
ceed each other in the Aſſault. The firſt he com- 
mitted to the Charge of Gonzalo de Sandoval, con- 
fiſting of ſixty Men, in which Number were com- 
prehended the Captains Forge and Gonzalo de Alva- 
"rado, Alonſo Davila, Juan Velaſquez de Leon, Juan 
Nunez de Mercado, and our Hiſtorian Bernal Diaz 
del Caſtillo, For Commander of the Second, con- 


ſiſting likewiſe of ſixty Men, he named the Maeſtre 


de Campo, Chriſtoval de Olid, aſſiſted by Andres de 
Tapia, Rodrigo Rangel, Juan Xaramillo, and Bernar- 
dino Vaſquez de Tapia. Cortes himſelf commanded 
the reſt, with the Captains Diego de Ordaz, Alonſo 
de Grado, Chriſtoval and Martin de Gamboa, Diego 
Pizarro, and Domingo de Albuquerque. The Diſpo- 
ſition was, That Gonzalo de Sandoval, with the 
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4 Van- Guard, ſhould endeavour to overcome the 
« firſt Difficulty of the Stairs, and hinder the 
* Enemy from making Uſe of their Artillery, di- 
“ viding his Men ſo as to interrupt the Communi- 
% cation of the two Towers on the Sides; and 
taking great Care to make his Soldiers obſerve 
« a profound Silence. That Chriftoval de Olid ſhould 
mount immediately and invelt the Tower where 
* Narvaez was lodged, and carry on the Attack 
* with all the Vigour poſſible: That the General 
e himſelf ſhould, with thoſe who followed him, 
take Care to back them, and to animate and 
<« aſſiſt whereſoever his Preſence was moft neceſſary; 
and that as ſoon as they had given the Attack, 
* the Drums ſhould beat, and the other warlike In- 
* ſtruments ſhould ſound,” that ſo unexpected a 
«* Noiſe might contribute to ſtrike a Terror into 
«© the Enemy, and increaſe their Confuſion”? | 
Farizx Bartolome de Qlmado then began his Spi- 
ritual Exhortation, and obſerving to them, That 
they were going to fight for the Cauſe of God, diſ- 
poſed them to do what was neceſſary on their Part, 
in order to merit his divine Favour. There was a 
Croſs in the Road, which they themſelves had fixed 


there when they had paſſed to Mexico, befere which 


they all fell down on their Knees, while the pious 


Eccleſiaſtick dictated to them an Act of Contrition, 


which with Voices, exprefling a fervent Zeal, they 
all pronounced after him : He then ordered them to 
recite the general Confeſſion of Faith ; and giving 
them his Bleſſing and Abſolution, he left their 
Minds inſpired with an Ardour, which, though 
their Thoughts were before generous and reſolute, 
was of a ſublimer and more refined Nature; for the 
Quiet of a Man's Conſcience either removes the 
Horrors and Apprehenſions of Danger, or gives a 


vobler Motive to the Contempt of Death. 
G 3 5 Tunis 
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Tas Act of Devotion being over, Hernan Cortes | 
put his three little Bartalions into Order: He dif- 
Toſed the Pikes and Fire-Arms in their proper 

— repeated to the Officers their Inftructions, 
and very particularly recommended Silence to all: 
The Word he gave them was EI Eſpiritu Santo, 1. e. 
The Holy Gboft, it being then hit ſontide.' He then 
began his March, in the fame Order they were to 
give the Aſſault, keeping a very ſlow Pace, that 
they might not arrive tired, and to give the more 
Time to the Enemy to indulge themſelves with 
Reſt, intending to take Advantage of their Security 
and Negligence, to overcome them at leſs Expence, 
without having the leaſt Scruple for his acting upon 
this Occaſion, with leſs Generoſity than he was wont, 
in this Manner of ſurprizing his Enemy, called by 
the Antients the Malice of Generals and Comman- 
A ders; for all Stratagems, which are not actual Breach 
wt of Faith, are lawful in the Military Art; and the 
| Preference between the Conduct and the * of 
A Soldier is W 
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CHAP K. 
| Hernan Cortes arrives at Zempoala, «here be 
finds Oppoſition. - He obtains the Vittory, and 


takes Narvaez Priſoner, whoſe Troops be 
obliges to ' ſerve under hrs Banner. 


\ORTES had mardhed ſhnewhay more than 

half a League, when his Scouts returned with 

a Centinel of Narvaez, whom they had ſurprized 

| and taken Priſoner, and informed him, that the 

108 other, his Companion, who was a little behind, had 
eſcaped among the Buſhes 5 an Accident which de. 

ſtroyed 
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ſtroyed their Suppoſition of finding a ſleeping 
Enemy. Upon this they held a ſhort Conſultation 
amongſt the Officers; and it was unanimouſly agreed, 
That it was wholly improbable that the Soldier, in 
caſe he had diſcovered their March, would be ſo 
bold as to return by the direct Road, but would ra- 
ther take a round- about Way to avoid the Danger. 
The Reſult of all was, without Delay to haſten their 
March, that they might, if poſſible, arrive at the 
Enemies Quarters before that Spy, or at leaſt as 
ſoon as he; ſuppoſing that if they had not the Ad- 


vantage of aſſaulting them ſleeping, they ſhould 


find them ſcarce well awake, and in the Diſorder 
of their firſt Surprize. Thus they argued as they 
went, ſtill advancing with the utmoſt Expedition, 
and when they came near the Town, they left their 
Horſes, Baggage, and other Incumbrances, at a 
Brook a little out of the Road. But the Centinel, 
whoſe Fear gave him Wings, arrived ſome Minutes 
before them, and gave the Alarm, crying out as 
loud as he could, The Enemy is upon us. Thoſe who 
were moſt alert inſtantly betook themſelves to their 
Arms, and brought that Soldier before Narvaez, 
who after aſking him ſome Queſtions, made Slight 
both of the Intelligence and the Perſon who brought 
it; holding it for a Thing impoſlible, that Cortes 
durſt have the Preſumption to ſeek him with ſo ſmall 
a Number, within his very Lodgment,. or that he 


could march in a Night ſo dark and tempeſtuous. 


IT was but a little more than. Midnight when 
Hernan Cortes reached Zempoala, and he had the 
good Fortune not to be diſcovered by the Enemies 
Cavalry, who, it is probable, had either loſt their 
Way in the Obſcurity of the Night, or had quitted 
the Road to ſeek ſome Shelter againſt the Rain. He 
entered the Town, and came with his Troops within 
Sight of the Temple, withaut finding any Corps de 
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Garde, or Centinel to challenge him. The Diſpute 
was then at the higheſt between Narvaez and the 
Soldier, who affirmed, he not only ſaw the Enemies 
Van-Guard, but likewiſe the whole Army upon a 
haſty March: But Narvaez and his People til] 
found Pretences to juſtify and indulge their Security 
and in canvaſling and weighing the Probability of 
that Intelligence, loſt that Time, which even had 
the News been more improbable than they imagin'd 
it, ought to have been imployed in Prevention; 
walking backwards and forwards in the uppermoſt 
Porch, ſome dubious of the Truth of the Intelli- 
gence their Commander had received, and others 
leſs diffident, giving Credit to it; but all in gene- 
ral with their Arms in their Hands, and little leſs 
than prepared for whatever might happen. 


CoRTEs ſoon perceived they had diſcovered him: 


And finding himſelf now in the ſecond of the Caſes 
which had been before confidered, reſolved to give 


the Aſſault before they ſhould put themſelves in 


Order. He made the Signal for the Attack, and 
Gonzalo de Sandoval, with his Van-Guard, began to 
mount the Stairs, according to the Inſtructions he 
had received. Some of the Men belonging to the 
Artillery, who were upon Guard, heard the Noiſe, 
and firing two or 3 Pieces, gave a ſecond 
Alarm, which ſufficiently convinced them all of the 
Truth of the firſt. The Noiſe of the Artillery was 
immediately ſucceeded by that of the Drums, and 
confuſed Voices; and prefently thoſe who found 
themſelves neareſt at Hand, repaired to the Defence 
of the Stairs. The Oppoſition ſoon increaſed, and 
the Diſpute came to Puſh of Pike and Sword. Gon- 
zalo de Sandoval was extremely put to it, being to 
force his Way againſt a far ſuperior Number, with 
the Diſadvantage of lower Ground : But it was not 
long before Chriſtoval de Olid came up to his mo 
| | an 
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and Hernan Cortes, leaving his Rear formed, threw 


Engagement, facilitating the Advance of both thoſe 
Captains, and animating his Men both by his Ex- 
ample and Voice; whoſe Reſolution and Impetu- 
oſity the Enemy unable to withſtand, in a few Mo- 
ments began to give Ground, quitting the laſt 


abandoned the Porch, and the Artillery. Many 
fled to their Quarters, others repaired to the Gate of 
the principal Tower, where the Diſpute again be- 
gan, and continued for ſome Time with equal Cou- 
rage on both Sides. 5 
PAMpHILO DE NARVAEZEZ, who by his Friends 
Perſuaſion, had ſtayed to arm himſelf, now made 
his Appearance: He incouraged, with his Words, 
thoſe who were engaging the Enemy, and did all 
he could to put them in Order. He then advanced 
with ſo much Boldneſs into the thickeſt of the Fight, 
that being near one Pedro Sanchez Farfan, a Soldier 
of Sandoval's Company, that Man gave him a 
Thruſt in the Face with his Pike, which ſtruck out 
one of his Eyes, whereupon he fell down, without 
being able to ſay any more than, Tam a dead Man! 
The News of this Accident ſoon ſpread amongſt 
his Troops : They were all ſeized with Fear and 
Conſternation, the Effects of which were various; for 
ſome abandoned him ſhamefully, others ſtood mo- 
tionleſs as if they had been Thunder-ſtruck ; and 
thoſe who were moſt deſirous of doing their utmoſt 


Confuſion at the Suddenneſs of the Accident; inſo- 
much that they found themſelves obliged to retreat, 
leaving the Conquerors at Liberty to convey him 
away, who carried, or rather dragged him down 
Stairs. Cortes ſent Orders to Gonzalo de Sandoval, 
4o take Care of ſecuring his Perſon, which was put 

in 
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himſelf, Sword in Hand, into the hotteſt of the 


Step; and ſoon after retreating in great Diſorder, 


to ſuccour him, fought like Men amazed, and in 
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in Execution, by delivering, him to the Body of 
Men which was in the Rear: And that Comman- 
der, who a Jar before beheld this War with fo 
careleſs an upon the Recovery of his Senſes, 
found (AE, ch only grieved with the Pain of his 
Wound, but alſo in the Power, of his Enemies, 
and with two Pair of Fetters upon his Legs, with- 
out the leaſt Proſpect of obtaining his Liberty. 
Tux Diſpute was now, for want of Reſiſtance, 
at an End. The Followers of Narvaez all ſhut 
themſelves up in their Towers, ſo greatly terrified 
that they durſt not offer to fire one Shot, and only 
took Care to defend the Entrance. The Partiſans 
of Cortes with loud:Voices proclaimed their Victory, 
ſome repeating the Name of Cortes, others that of 
the Emperor Don Carlos, and the moſt conſiderate 
invoked the Holy Ghoſt. Theſe Acclamations of an- 
ticipated Joy did not a little ſerve to increaſe the 
my's Conſternation, which was, in that Juncture, 

— augmented by an accidental Circumſtance 
which made them believe that Cortes had brought 
thither a very powerful Army, which, to their 
thinking, filled a great Part of the circumjacent 
Country ; for from the Windows of their Towers 
they diſcovered Lights at different Diſtances, which 
through the Night's Obſcurity appeared to their 
Eyes like lighted Matches in the Hands of nume- 
rous Bands of Harquebuſiers. Theſe Lights were 
no other than certain Inſects which ſhined by Night 
like Glow-Worms, but much brighter, and of a 
larger Size than thoſe in our Hemiſphere : An Ap- 
prehenſion which had a very ſingular Influence upon 
the Minds of the more vulgar Part of the Army, 
and inſpired with Doubts and Miſtruſts even thoſe 
who ſhewed themſelves moſt reſolute. . So apt are 
Ferne in Pint to be deceived by Fear, and ſo 
greatly 
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greatly, do the flighteſt Caſualties, turn to. the Ad- 
vantage of the Fortunate. 

| CorTxs commanded his Men to ceaſe their Ac- 
clamations of Victory, the unſeaſonable Belief of 
which is very often of bad Conſequence, and ought 
to be avoided and prevented, becauſe it renders Sol- 
diers careleſs and diſorderly. He gave Orders that 
the Artillery ſhould be turned againſt the Towers, 
End cauſed a general Pardon to be proclaimed: for 
thoſe who would ſurrender ; offering very reaſona- 
ble Conditions, and a Communication of Intereſts 
to all thoſe who would reſolve to follow his Ban- 
ners; Liberty and free Paſſage to thoſe who were 
willing to return to the Ifland of Cuba, and to all 
in general Security for their Perſons and Baggage. 
This Declaration was very prudently conſidered ; 
for it greatly imported that he ſhould publiſh his 
Intentions before the Day (whoſe Dawn was not 
far off) ſhould diſcover to the Soldiers of Narvaez 
the inconſiderable Number of their Enemies, and 
give them Courage to recover from the Terror they 
were in: For ſometimes Fear is converted into 
Raſhneſs, out of mere Shame for having been alarm'd 
without ſuitable Foundation. | | 
Tr had ſcarce finiſhed the Publication of Par- 
don at the three ſeparate Holds where the Enemy 
had retreated, when the Officers and Soldiers, in 
whole Troops, came to ſurrender themſelves. As 
they arrived they every one delivered up their Arms, 
and Cortes, with his accuſtomed Urbanity, received 
them very courteouſly, but cauſed his Friends, as 
well as the others, to be difarmed, either to con- 
ceal their Inclinations, or that their Example might 
ſerve as a Precedent to the reſt. The Number of 
thoſe who ſurrendered increaſed to that Degree in 
a few Moments, that it was neceſſary to * 

an 
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ſhould diſcover their Countenances and Affections. 


In the mean while Gonzalo de Sandoval did not 
forget Narvaez, but had his Wound carefully 
dreſs'd; and Hernan Cortes, who indefatigably went 


up and down to every Quarter, and conſidered 
Narvaez as his principal Care, went to ſee him, not 
intending to diſcover himſelf, that he might not 
add to his Affliction by. his Preſence; but the Re- 
ſpect his Soldiers ſhewed him at his Approach diſ- 
covered him ; and Narvaez turning himſelf towards 
him with the Air of one who was not thoroughly 


ſenſible of his Misfortune, ſaid, © Be thankful and 


< value yourſelf, Captain, upon the good Fortune 
you have had in making me your Priſoner.”* To 
which Cortes replied, © Thanks be to God for all 
< Things, Friend: But without any manner of 
Vanity, I do aſſure you, that I account this 


Victory, and your Impriſonment amongſt the 


<« leaft conſiderable Actions which have been done 
<< in this Country.“ 

CorTes had Notice brought him, that one of 
the Towers, in which the Captains Sabvatierra and 
Diego Velaſquez the Younger had fortified them- 
ſelves, made an obſtinate Defence, thoſe Officers, 
by their Authority and Perſuaſions, preventing the 
Soldiers who were with them from ſurrendering : 
Whereupon Cortes immediately returned to the 
Temple, and cauſed them to be ſummoned, and 
acquainted, that if they would not ſurrender, they 
ſhould be treated with the utmoſt Rigour of War; 
and finding they were reſolutely bent either to de- 
fend themſelves to the laſt, or to capitulate, he, 
not without ſome Heat, gave Orders to play with 
Two Pieces of Artillery upon the Tower ; but pre- 
ſently after, he directed his Gunners to diſcharge 
_ againſt the Top of the Building, more to —_ 
than 
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than to hurt them. This Order they punctually 
executed, and there needed no more Trouble, ta 


bring out the greateſt Part of the Defendants to aſk 


Quarter, leaving the Entrance of the Tower free; 
which Juan Velaſquez de Leon ſoon poſſeſſed him- 
{elf of, with a ſmall Body of his Men, ſeizing the 
Captains Salvatierra and Velaſquez, both declared, 
Enemies, and who, it was to be feared, might 
aſpire to ſupply the Vacancy of Narvaez.. This 
compleated the Victory in Favour of Cortes: On 
his Side only Two Soldiers were killed, and. ſome 
few wounded, of which Number Two more are 
ſaid to have died afterwards. ' Of the contrary 
Faction were killed a Captain an Enſign, with 
| Fifteen private Men, and the Number of the 
& Wounded was much more conſiderable. Narvaez 

and Salvatierra were ſent to Vera- Crux with a ſuf- 
ficient Guard. Young Diego Velaſquez. remained 
Priſoner with Juan Velaſquez de. Leon; and notwith- 
ſtanding he had given him a juſt Cauſe of Reſent- 
ment upon Account of what had happened at Zem- 
Poala, he took particular Care both of his Cure and 
Entertainment, to which he was partly moved by 
the Tye of Blood, but chiefly by a noble and ge- 
nerous Inclination. All this was performed before 


the Morning, and was a remarkable Action both 


on Account of the Juſtneſs of the Meaſures which 
Cortes took, and the Overſights, and irregular Con- 
duct of Narvaez. >. 

AT Break of Day arrived the Two Thouſand 
Chinanticas which Cortes had demanded; and notwith- 
ſtanding they came after the Victory, he was very 
glad of their Coming, that his Priſoners might ſee 
he did not want Friends to aſſiſt him. With Shame 
and Confuſion did the poor vanquiſhed Spaniards 
reflect upon the Condition in which they then found 
themſelves. The Day-light ſet their _— - 

U 


94 The HISTORY of the Book Iv. 
full View before their Eyes: They beheld the Ar. 
rival of thoſe Succours, and foon came to the 
| Knowledge of the ſmall Force with which Cortes 
had obtained the Victory: They curſed the Conh- 
dence of Narvaez, and ty his thoughtleſs 
Indolence; all which Reflections made Way for 
their greater Eſteem of Cortes, whoſe Vigilance and 
rmdacmted Courage they conſidered with no le 
Admiration. Tt is the Prerogative of Valour, more 
eſpecially in War, not to be hated even by thoſe 
who envy it. The Unfortunate may, indeed, be 
ſenſible of their Diſgrace, and may feel it with 
Regret; yet the heroick Exploits of a Conqueror 
loſe no Part of their Luſtre in the Eyes of the Con- 
quered: A Maxim which was never more verified 
than upon this Occaſion; for there was not amongſt 
all thofe Priſoners one Soldier but who had a ſecret 
Inclination to follow the Fortune of an abler Leader, 
(yet ſtill without communicating his Sentiments to 
the reſt) and to ſerve under the Banners of an 
Army Where che Soldiers me both Honour 
and W 'ealth, £ 
Cogr Es had no mall Number of Friend 
amongſt the Priſoners; many were affected with 
his Valour, and more were charmed with his Li- 
berality. - His Friends threw aſide the Maſk of 
Diſſimulation, and gave a Beginning to the Accla- 
mations with which all who were well affected pre- 
ſently declared themſelves, and the better Part of 
the reſt Toon followed their Example. They were 
admitted to the Preſence of their new General: 
Many would have caſt themſelves at his Feet, had 
he not prevented them with his Embraces. They 
all gave in their Names, diſputing for the Preference 
on the Roll, nor was there one amongſt ſo many 
who made the leaſt Motion of returning to the 
Iſland of Cuba. And it was in this that /Jernn 
Cortes 


Book IV. Conqueſt of Me x1 co. 9 
Cortes reaped the principal Advantage he propoſed 
in this Undertakeing; for he Uid not ſo much de- 
fire to conquer thoſe Spaniards, as he did to brin 

them over to his Party. He made it his Buſinefs 
to ſound their Inclinations, and. having found them 
agreeable to his Wiſhes he preſently. ordered their 
Arms to be returned; an Action which ſome of his 
Officers diſapproved”: But there wanted not Motives 
for this Confidence and Security. Thoſe of the 
gleateſt Auxhority and Diſtinction among them were 


his real Friends, and the Chinantecas being chere, was 


a conſiderable Security to his Party. The Priſoners 
acknowledg?d the Favour they receiv'd, and; with 
freſh Actlitnations, applauded the Truſt he put in 
them; and in à few Hours Corres found himſelf 
poſſeſſed of an Army of more than a Thouſand 


Sphiards, che oy Enemies who could give him 


Umbrage, ſafe in his Cuſtody; a" Fleet of Eleven 
Ships and Seven Brigantines at his Diſpoſal; the 
laſt Effort of Diego Velaſquez *averthrown;” and 
brought to nbught ; and himſelf Maſter of fufficient 
Force to feturn ro" his principal Conqueſt; All 
which was Gwing to his undaunted Heart, great 
Vigilance, and Military Skill; and to the Valdur 
and Compliance of his Soldiers, who had firſt fo 


readily approved of this dangerous Enterprize, and 


afterwards, with the Sword, had "gained him not 
only the Victory, but the Credit of a wiſely-ferm- 
ed Reſolutien. For in the Opinions of Men (who 


beſtow or deny Fame) to obtain the End is a 


Proof of a right Choice of Means; and Succeſs 


for the moſt part gives the Reputation of Prudence 
to the raſheſt and moſt hazardous Undertakings. 
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Cortes reduces the Cavalry of Natviez which 


Rept the Field. He receives Information, 


©, that the Mexicans had taken up Arms againſt 


the Spaniards which he had left with Mo- 


tezuma. He marches with his Army tg 


_ Mexico, and enters that- ne without 95 
24255 d e ITY 


H E Cavalry of Narvaez did not appear that 
ht, which, had they been diſpoſed at a 
Place — Arms, as ſo ſmall a Diſtance from the 
Enemy required, might have been very trouble- 


ſome to Cortes. But there all Military Rules were 


laid aſide; and when once the Commander in Chief 
falls into the Errors of Negligence and Security, 
all the falſe Steps he makes ſeem leſs ſtrange, ſince 
the Abſurdities of his Conduct paſs for Conſe- 
quences. Thoſe who had leaſt Share. in the Action 
made uſe of the Horſes to make their Eſcape; and 
in the Morning came Advice, that they had joined 
thoſe who were detach'd for Scouts the Night be- 
fore, and made up a Body of about forty Horſe, 
with which they beat up and down. the Neighbour- 


hood with a Countenance as if they intended to 


make Reſiſtance. This News gave but little Um- 
brage ; and Hernan Cortes, before he would pro- 
ceed to violent Methods againſt them, ſent Two 
_ Officers, Chriftoval de Olid, and Diego de Ordaz, to 
endeavour to reduce them by fair Means ; which 
Commiſſion they preſently put in Execution, and, 
at the firſt Offer of their being admitted into the 
Army upon the ſame Footing with their Compa- 
nions, brought them to Reaſon ; the Example {et 


them 
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them by the reſt being ſufficient to induce them all 


readily to come in and offer their Service to Cortes 
with their Arms and Horſes. Immediate Care was 
taken of the Wounded, for whom and all the reſt 
convenient Quarters were provided, upon which Oc- 
caſion the Cazique and his Zempoalans aſſiſted chear- 
fully and diligently, celebrating the Victory, and 
diſpoſing all Things -for the Entertainment of their 
Friends with a kind of intereſted Joy, in which 
they ſeemed to breathe after their paſt Fatigues 
and Slavery. | 

HERNAN CoRTES was not negligent as to what 
regarded the Security of the Armada; a very eſ- 
ſential Point at this nice Juncture. He ſent im- 
mediate Orders to Captain Franciſco de Lugo, that 


he ſhould cauſe the Sails, Tackling, and Rudders 


of all the Veſſels to be brought aſhore, and laid up 
at Vera-Cruz. He ordered that the Pilots and 
Mariners who came with Narvaez ſhould come to 
Zempoala, and ſent ſuch a Number of his own, as 
he thought ſufficient to take Care of the Hulls. 
With theſe he appointed one Pedro Cavallero to go 
in Quality of their Chief, or Superviſor, a ſufficient 
Employment for Bernal Diaz to honour him with 
the Title of Admiral of the Sea. 

ArrER this he diſmiſſed the Chinantecas, ma- 
king as great Acknowledgment for their Succour as 
if they had done him actual Service: He then al- 
lowed ſome Days for the Refreſhment of his 


Troops, during which Time the Inhabitants of the 
neighbouring Villages, and Caziques of the circum- 


Jacent Country, came to congratulate the Good Spa- 
niards, or Gentle Teules, for ſo they called thoſe who 
belong*d to Cortes. They renewed the Proteſtations 
of their Obedience, and made freſh Offers of their 
Friendſhip, accompanying theſe Demonſtrations of 
Reſpect with many Preſents and Regales, whereat 
„„ H the 
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the People of Narvaez did not a little admire, be- 
ginning to experience the Advantages of the new 
Party they had embraced, in the Entertainment and 
Security of thoſe Indians, who a little before had 
appeared diſcontented, ſullen and terrify'd. 

Bor notwithſtanding this Chain of Succeſs, Cortes 
had Mexico continually at Heart : The Danger to 
which he had left Pedro de Atvarado and his Spani- 
ards expos'd, was never one Moment out of his 
Mind. He was ſenſible, that their Security de- 
pended folely on Motezuma's keeping that Promiſe 
he had made him, of not attempting any Change 
in his Abſence : An Obligation of no great Force, 
where the Princes are arbitrary, and their Will ab- 
ſolute, and where their Stateſmen, with various 
Solutions, ſeldom fail of pretending to free their 
Sovereigns from all Tyes, maintaining, that they 
are not obliged to the Obſervance of their Words 
like private Men: An abominable State-Maxim, 
which upon this Occaſion gave Cortes ſufficient 
Ground for Apprehenfion, yet ſtill without ap- 
proving ſo baſe a Policy by an open Sufpicion ; for 
to admit, in any Manner, of a King's breaking his 
Word, is the fame Thing as to acquit him of the 
Obligations of a Man of Honour. 

Havinc fixed his Refolution of immediately re- 
turning to Mexico, and not being willing to take 
with him ſo numerous a Body of Men, for Fear of 
giving Umbrage to Motezuma, and moving afreſh 
the unquiet Spirits of his Courtiers, he determined 
to divide his Army, and employ ſome Part of his 
Troops in other Conqueſts. To this Effect he ap- 
pointed Juan Velaſquez de Leon to take two hundred 
Men under his Conduct, and march to the Province 
of Panuco, to pacify the Diſturbances there, and 
Diego de Ordaz, with two hundred more, to people 
the Country of Guazaccoalco; reſerving for __ 

ittle 
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little more than ſix hundred Spaniards, a Number 
which þe thought well proportioned for his Return 
to the Mexican Court with ſome Appearance of 
Modeſty, yet without wholly laying aſide the Marks 
of a Conqueror. ES 

Bur at the very Time when this Diſpoſition was 
going to be put in Execution, ſomething new offer- 
ed which obliged him to change his Reſolutions : 
For he receiv'd a Letter from Pedro de Alvarado, 
wherein that Officer informed him, * That the 
« Mexicans had taken up Arms againſt him z and 
« in ſpight of Motezuma, who had never once of- 
c fered to leave the Quarters, had made ſuch fre- 


_ * quent Attacks, and in ſuch Multitudes, that 


“ himſelf and all who were with him, would be 
“ inevitably loſt, if they were not ſpeedily. ſuc- 
«© coured.* This Intelligence was brought by a 
Spaniſh Soldier, accompany'd by an Ambaſſador - 
from Motezuma, whoſe Commiſſion was to lay be- 
fore Cortes, That it had been intirely out of his 
“ Sovereign's Power to repreſs the fury of his ſe- 
« ditious Vaſſals : That his Royal Authority had 
« ſuffered extremely from thoſe Mutineers : That 
Y his Majeſty aſſured him, he would never abandon 
« Pedro de Alvarado, and the Spaniards ;”* and 
laſtly, he invited him to Court, with all poſſible 
Expedition, to apply a Remedy to that Evil. 
Whether it was upon Account of the ill Conſe- 
quences that Sedition might produce to bimſelf, or 
whether upon Account of the Danger his Spaniſh 
Gueſts were in, both the one and the other argue 
his Sincerity, and the great Confidence he repoſed 


nin Cortes. 


THERE was no Occaſion to conſult about what 
Reſolution was to be taken in this Caſe, for both Of- 
ficers and Soldiers voted their immediate March to 
be abſolutely indiſpenſable: Some taking for a ſea- 

2 ſonable 
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ſonable and lucky Preſage this Accident, which 
ſerved as a Pretext not to divide their N and 
to return with the whole Body to Mexico, from the 
Reduction of which Place their future Conqueſts 
were all to commence. Cortes, without Delay, 
nam'd for Governor of Yera-Cruz, in Quality of 
Deputy, or Lieutenant to Gonzalo de Sandoval, one 
Rodrigo Rangel, a Perſon in whom he confided, to 
whoſe Capacity and Care he might venture to truſt 
the Priſoners, and the Preſervation of his Indian 
Allies. He then cauſed his Army to be muſtered, 
and after having deducted a Garriſon proper to be 
left at Zempoala, with a ſufficient Number for the 
Security of the Veſſels, he found it to conſiſt of a 
Thouſand Foot, and One hundred Horſe. He 
took different Routs, both to avoid incommoding 
the Country People, and for the greater Conveniency 
of procuring Plenty of Proviſions; and appointed 
for the General Rendezvous, a Place well known 
near Tlaſcala, into which City they thought it 
neceſſary to march united, and in good Order: 
But notwithſtanding ſeveral Commiſſaries were ſent 
before, to furniſh the Army on the March ; all 
their Diligence was not ſufficient to prevent thoſe 
who march'd out of the principal Road from ſut- 
fering Hunger ſometimes, and frequently intole- 
rable Thirſt. Theſe Fatigues and Hardſhips thoſe 
who came with Narvaez endured without mur- 


muring or being diſheartened ; tho* they were 


the ſame Men who, a little before, had given way 
to leſs Inconveniencies ; which Change muſt be at- 
tributed either to the Example ſet them by the 
Veterans, or to the Hopes with which their Hearts 
were inſpir'd, and may be alſo partly imputed to 
the Difference of the Leader, an Opinion of whom 
is gencrally wont to have a ſecret Influence upon 

| the 
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the Soldiers, both as to their Courage in Battle, 
and their Patience in undergoing Hardſhips. 
Cox Es, before his ſetting out, ſent an Anſwer 
to Pedro de Alvarado, by a Letter, and to Mote- 
zuma by his Ambaſſador, giving them an Account 
of his Victory, Return and the Increaſe of his 
Army; that the one might be encouraged with 
the Hopes of powerful Succour; and the other 
might not be ſurprized to ſee him return with fo 
great a Force, ſince the Diſturbances in his Capital 
oblig'd him not to divide his Troops. He regula- 
ted his March by the Neceſſity he was under, ma- 
king all the Expedition he poſſibly could; leſſening 
the Hours of Refreſhment, which he ſeemed to find 
even in the Fatigue he underwent. He made ſome 
Stay at the Place of Rendezvous to gather up his 
People, who came by different Roads, and at laſt 
arrived at Tlaſcala, on the Seventeenth of June, 
with all his Troops in good Order. His Entry 
was ſplendid and joyful. Magiſcatzin entertained 
Cortes at his own Houſe. The reſt were accommo- 
dated, reſpected, and well regaled, in their ſeveral 
Quarters. The Tlaſcalans could not well conceal 
their Hatred to the Mexicans under the Pretext of 
Love to the Spaniards. They gave an Account of 
the Conſpiracy, and of the imminent Danger Pedro de 
Alvarado was in, with Circumſtances in which there 
ſeemed more Prejudice than Truth : They exag- 
gerated the Preſumption and the Perfidy of that 
Nation, exciting the Spaniards to Revenge, and 
mixing their Counſel and Inſinuations together with 
no great Artifice; Crimes magnified with a ſuſpi- 
cious Zeal, and Truths in the Mouth of an Enemy, 
introduced by Way of Intelligence, but deſigned 
as Accuſations. | 
| Taz Senate, upon this Occaſion, reſolved to 
make a grand Effort, and to get all their Troops 
H -__  -- " #ogether 
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together to aſſiſt Cortes againſt the Mexicans, not 
without their own politick Reaſons, which were 
better comprehended than concealed , for it plain- 
ly appeared, that under the ſpecious Pretext of 
favouring the Cauſe of their Friend, their Deſign 
was to make uſe of his Forces to ruin, at once, 
the commanding Nation which they ſo much ab- 
horred. This Diſguiſe was eaſily ſeen thro” ; and 
Hernan Cortes, after he had expreſſed his Acknow- 
ledgmnnt, repreſſed the Pride with which they 
were diſpoſed to follow him, oppoſing to the In- 
ſtances of the Senate ſome ſeeming Reaſons, which 


in Subſtance were no more than bare Pretences 


againſt Pretences. But he admitted of about Two 
thouſand Men of their beſt Troops, with their re- 
ſpective Officers, or Commanders of Companies, to 


march with him, and which were of Service after- 


wards. He took theſe Indians with him, either for 
the greater Security of his Undertaking, or to pre- 
ſerve the Confidence of the Tlaſcalans, who already 
had the Reputation of being valiant in Engage- 
ments againſt the Mexicans; and he took no grea- 
ter Number, that he might neither give Offence to 
Motezuma, nor drive his mutinous Subjects to De- 
ſpair ; for his Intention was to enter Mexico in a 
pacifick Manner, and to try if he could reduce 
thoſe People by gentle Methods, without giving 
way to his Anger, or thinking at that Time of the 
Puniſhment of the Guilty; he was deſirous firſt to 


_ eſtabliſh Tranquillity, and was ſenſible, that the 


quieting a Sedition, and terrifying the Seditious, 
are Two Things which are hardly practicable at 
one and the ſame Time. 

He arrived at Mexico upon St. John's Day, with- 
out having met with any Subject of Uneaſineſs in 
the Way, more than the Variety and Diſagreement 
of the Intelligence he received. The Army py 

the 
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the Lake without the leaſt Oppoſition, tho? there 
wanted not Appearances that ſomething had been 
intended; for they found the Two Spanifþ Brigan- 
tines ſtavꝰ d to pieces, and half burnt ; the Suburbs 
and Barrier at the Entrance abandon'd ; the Bridges, 
which ſerv'd for the Communication of the Streets, 
broken down and all in a ſuſpicious Silence; Signs 
which obliged them to ſlacken their Pace, the In- 
fantry advancing with a ſlow March, and the Ca- 
valry going before to reconnoitre. This Suſpicion 
laſted till the Spaniards, who were with Motezuma 
in Mexico, diſcovering the Army, rais'd a great 
Shout, and diſſipated their Apprehenſions. Pedro 
de Alvarado came down with his People to receive 
them at the Gate of his Quarters, and they celebra- 
ted their common Felicity with equal Joy. Inſtead 
of ſaluting, they congratulated each other upon 
their Victories : All ſpoke, and all were interrupted ; 
much was expreſſed by Embraces and broken Sen- 
tences; the uſual Eloquence of Joy, where Sounds 
are far more expreſſive and ſignificant than Words. 
 MoTzzvuma, followed by ſome of his Servants, 
went out as far as the outermoſt Court, where he 
received Cortes, with an Exceſs of Joy, in which 
all Majeſty was laid aſide. It is certain, (and no 
one denies it) that the Emperor deſir'd his Com- 
ing, becauſe he had then great Occaſion both for his 
Forces and Counſel, to keep his Subjects under, 
and likewiſe becauſe he was deprived of that kind 
of Liberty which Cortes gave him, ſuffering him 
to go out to his Diverſion whenever he pleaſed; a 
Permiſſion he would not make uſe of, during the 
whole Time of his Abſence, notwithſtanding his 
Confinement moſt certainly depended purely upon 
the Force of his Parole; the Compliance with 
which obliged him not to abandon the Spaniards in 
thoſe troubleſome Times. 


14 BERNAL 


ceedings of the Mexicans; that he always with-held 
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BERN AL Diaz DEL CasTiLLo ſays, That Her- 
nan Cortes repaid with ill Manners and Slight, all 
Motezuma,s Demonſtrations of Reſpect: That he 
turned his Face from him, and retired to his Apart- 
ment, without either viſiting him, or ſuffering 
himſelf to be viſited by him; That he us'd ſome 
very diſreſpectful and. uncivil Expreſſions towards 
him, even in the Hearing of his Servants. And 
adds, as his own Opinion, “ That it was his being 


ſupported by ſuch a Number of Spaniards, that 


made him ſpeak with ſo much Boldneſs and Diſ- 
* courteſy.” Thus ſays Bernal Diaz : But Antonio 
de Herrera, in his Hiſtory, diſcredits Cortes till 
more; for he pretends to quote that General's own 


_ Expreſſions as a Proof of his irregular Procedure, in 


the following Words; Many People have affirmed, 
< that they have heard Cortes ſay, That if upon his 


Arrival, be viſited Motezuma, his Affairs would 


« go well; and that he did not do it, holding him 
cc jn ſmall Account, becauſe he found himſelf ſo 
«< powerful.” And on this Occaſion he quotes a 
Paſſage out of Cornelius Tacitus, the Subſtance of 
which is, That Proſperity makes great Commanders 
proud and inſolent. Neither Franciſco Lopez de Go- 
mara, nor Hernan Cortes himſelf, in the ſecond Re- 
lation of his Expedition ſays any Thing like this; 
and Cortes might ſure have touch'd upon it, to have 
ſhewn the Motives which obliged him to a Proce- 
dure of ſo much Harſhneſs, or to have made an 
Excuſe. We leave to the Judicious and Unbiaſſed 
to decide what Credit ought to be given to theſe 
Authors: But we beg leave to make ſome Scruple 
at believing that Cortes could ever be guilty of ſo 
fruitleſs and unſeaſonable an Abſurdity. The ſame 
Herrera and Caſtillo agree, that Motezuma op- 
poſed, as much as in him lay, the ſeditious Pro- 


and 
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and repreſs'd them: That they attempted to force 
the Quarters z and that Pedro de Alvarado, and all 
the reſt who were with him, muſt infallibly have 
periſhed, had they not been protected under the 
Shadow of his Authority. No body offers to deny 
that Cortes was ſenſible of all this; and his finding 
that Prince religiouſly punctual to all he had pro- 
miſed, left him not the leaſt Room to ſurmiſe the 
contrary : It being prepoſterous to ſuppoſe, that he 
ſhould foment an Inſurrection which he ſedulouſly 
endeavour'd to ſuppreſs, or that he ſhould volun- 
tarily continue among the very People whom he 
deſign'd to deſtroy. It ſeems an Action altogether 
inconſiſtent with the uſual Prudence of Cortes, to 
ſhew a Contempt for a Perſon of whoſe Aſſiſtance 
and Protection there was ſo much Probability he 
might ſtand in Need; nor was the Immoderation 
they charge him with, as the Effect of his Proſpe- 
rity, at all natural to his Temper and Genius. It 
may be believed, or at leaſt ſurmiſed, that Antonio 
de Herrera gave into this Particular with little or no 
Foundation, only by peruſing the Manuſcripts of 
Bernal Diaz, a prejudic'd Interpreter of the Ac- 
tions of Cortes; and, perhaps, he inclined to fol- 
low his Opinion, that he might have an Opportu- 
nity to bring in that Sentence of Tacitus: A dange- 
rous Ambition in Hiſtorians, ſince it ſeldom fails of 
either wreſting the Truth, or biaſſing the Narrative, 
purely to introduce the Remarks they like; and it 
is not every one that will be at the Trouble of exa- 
| mining whether the Quotation and the Truth of 
the Fact agree. | 
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CHAT All. 


The Motives which induced the Mexicans to tate 


up Arms. Diego de Ordaz, with ſome Com- 

antes of Men, is ſent to make Diſcoveries in 
the City; falls into an Ambuſh the Revolters 
had laid for him ; upon which Cortes deter- 
mines to proſecute the War, 


T WO or three Days before Cortes arrived at 
1 Mexico, the Rebels had retired to the other 
Part of the City, ſuſpending all Hoſtilities ; in 
which, according to what could be inferred from 
the Event, they had crafty and treacherous Views. 
They thought themſelves ſecure in their exceſſive 
Numbers, and were grown proud upon their having 
killed three or four Spaniards in the paſt Engage- 
ments: An extraordinary Accident, from which 
(though at the Expence of many Lives) they aſ- 
ſamed freſh Boldneſs, and greater Infolence. They 
knew Cortes was coming, and could not be 1gno- 
rant how much his Army was increaſed, but they 
were ſo far from fearing him, that they retreated 
in that Manner, and left him the Entrance free, with 
the View of deſtroying all the Spaniards at once, 
after they were joined in the City. Their real De- 
ſign in that myſterious Conduct was not at firſt 
underſtood, though their Retreat was looked upon 
as Policy; nor can one judge too ſuſpiciouſly of the 
Motions of a known Enemy. 

Tag whole Army was quartered within the Walls 
of the ſpacious Palace, where both Spaniards and 
Tlaſcalans were ſufficiently accommodated. Guards 
and Centinels were diſtributed and placed, anſwer- 
able to the Jealouſy wherewith that — Ceſ- 

ation 
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ſation from Hoſtilities had inſpired them. Cortes 
retired with Pedro de Alvarado to inquire into the 
Original of this Sedition, and to conſider of Re- 
medies upon the Knowledge of the Cauſe. And 
here we again meet with the ſame Variety and Con- 
tradictions by which the Courſe of our Pen has 
been frequently interrupted. Some ſay, That the 
Practices of Narvaez firſt induced the Mexicans to 
this Inſurrection. Others, That Motezuma himſelf 
contrived and fomented the Mutiny, as impatient 
of Confinement, and deſirous of his Liberty; but it 
is not at all neceſſary that we dwell upon this Point, 
ſince we have already fully ſhewn upon what ſlen- 
der Foundations theſe private Negotiations are attri- 
buted to Narvaez; and Motezuma has been ſuffi- 
ciently cleared from all ſuch incoherent and contra- 
dictory Imputations. Some have affirmed the Source 
of this Sedition to have been the Loyalty and Fide- 
lity of the Mexicans ; reporting, that their ſole Rea- 
ſon for taking up Arms, was in order to reſcue their 
Sovereign from the Oppreſſion he lay under; a Sen- 
timent which comes nearer to Reaſon and Proba- 
bility, than it does to real Fact. Others attribute 
this Rupture to the Zeal of the Indian Prieſts: And 
this Opinion indeed has ſome Appearance of Truth; 
for they were very officious in the Tumult, loudly 
publiſhing the Menaces of their Gods, inſpiring the 
reſt with that ſame Fury wherewith they themſelves 
were diſpoſed to receive their diabolical Oracles. 
They repeated to the People what Satan ſpoke by 
the Mouths of their Idols; and though they were 
not the firſt Movers of the Sedition, they were yet 
indefatigably active, and powerfully zealous in ſup- 
porting it, by ſtirring up the People's Minds. 
HYoREIGN Writers are ſtill far more remote from 
the Appearance of Truth, accounting the Origin 
and Motives of thoſe Diſturbances among the Cruel- 


ties 
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ties and Inhumanities with which they endeavour 
to diſcredit and blacken the Spaniards in their Con- 
queſt of the Indies: And the worſt of all is, they 
ſupport their Malice by citing Bartolome de las Caſas, 
or Caſaus, who was afterwards Biſhop of Chiapa, 
whoſe Words they copy, and quote as an authen- 


tick infallible Proof of . what they charge our Na- 


tion with, as being the Teſtimony of one of our 
own Authors, and a Perſon of no ſmall Diſtinction. 
What he left in Writing, and which paſſes among 
his Works, is, That the Mexicans having ap- 
* pointed a publick Dance, of that kind which 
„ they call Mitotes, in order to divert and enter- 
e tain Motezuma, Pedro de Alvarado, taking No- 
&« tice of the Jewels with which the Indians were 
% adorned, called together all his Soldiers, and fell 
* upon them, cutting them to Pieces to make 
& himſelf Maſter of thoſe valuable Ornaments, in 
< the gaining of which infamous Spoils, he ſays, 
above two thouſand of the Mexican Nobility were 
< put to the Sword: With which he leaves the 
Conſpiracy on the Footing of a juſt Revenge. A 
prepoſterous, unaccountable Suggeſtion, neither 


probable, nor even poſſible. This Prelate did, at 


that Time, ſolicit the Relief of the Indians, and ex- 
aggerating the Oppreſſions they laboured under, 
had far leſs Regard to the Truth, than to the ſup- 
porting of his own Aſſertions. The greateſt Part 
of our Writers convict him of being ill- informed, 


both in this and other Enormities with which he has 


charged the Spanzards in his Writings. * Tis happy 
to find him ſo well refuted, that we may the better 
treat him with that Reſpect which is due to his 

Dignity. | © 
ThE Truth of the Matter was, That Pedro de A.- 
varado, a little after the Departure of Cortes from 
Mexico, perceived, in the Nobility of that 2 
| els 
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leſs Reſpect and Complaiſance than uſual; which 
obliged him to behave himſelf with greater Caution, 
and to have an Eye to their Motions. He em- 
ployed ſome Perſon in whom he could confide, to 
obſerve what paſſed in the City; and by them un- 
derſtood, That the People were contriving ſome- 
thing extraordinary; that they held Aſſemblies in 
ſeveral Houſes, with an ill- concerted Privacy, which 
though it concealed their Meaſures, yet plainly 
enough diſcovered their Intentions: However, he 
had ſuch good Intelligence, as to learn aſſuredly, 
that there was a dangerous Conſpiracy hatching 
againſt the Spaniards; nor was it long before he 
gained even ſome of the Conſpirators themſelves, 
who gave him a full Account of the whole Treaſon, 
aggravating: the Circumſtances, without forgetting 
their own Intereſt. A ſolemn Feftival was drawing 
near, which they were annually wont to celebrate 
Vith thoſe publick Dances, called Mitotes, in which 
there was a promiſcuous Convention of Nobility 
and Plebeians, and indeed an Aſſembly of the 
whole City. This Day was pitched upon for their 
putting their Enterprize in Execution, as ſuppoſing 
that upon ſuch an Occaſion, they might aſſemble 
8 openly, without being taken Notice of, or giving 
any Jealouſy. Their Intention was to begin the 


cher, and then in a Body, followed by the Multi- 
| tude, to cry aloud for their Emperor's Liberty, and 


| tion of their Deſigns till then, as being of too great 
Importance to be hazarded among the Vulgar, till 
they might reaſonable think themſelves ſecure from 
| Danger by their Numbers; and in reality their 
Scheme was not ill laid; nor is it often ſeen that 
the Wicked are defective in Contrivances how to per- 
petrate the Evil they have projected. 


'THE 


Dance, in order to get the common People toge- 


the Defence of their Gods; poſtponing the Publica- 
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Trax Morning before the appointed Day, ſome 


of the chief Promoters of the Sedition came to viſit 
Pedro de Alvarado, and aſk*d his Permiſſion to cele- 
brate their Feſtival, which was no other than a for- 
mal Compliment with which they thought to blind 
him; and he not having as yet his Suſpicions ſuffi. 
ciently confirmed, granted their Requeſt, upon Con- 
dition that they ſhould not go armed, nor offer any 
human Sacrifices : But that very Night he under- 
ſtood, that they were buſily employed in concealing 
a conſiderable Quantity of Arms in Houſes near 
the Temple. This intirely diſſipated all his Doubts, 


and gave Occaſion for a very raſh Action, which 


yet had ſome Appearances of a Remedy, and might 


| have proved ſo, if he had gone about it with due 


Moderation. He reſolved to aſſault them in the 
Beginning of their Feſtival, without giving them 
Time to take Arms, or raiſe the Populace ; and 
accordingly he put it in Execution, going out at 


the Hour appointed, accompanied with fifty of his 


Men, as if his Curioſity to ſee the Diverſion had 
led him thither. He found them all in a Manner 
intoxicated with Liquor, and Exceſs of Joy, that 
their Treaſon was hitherto undiſcovered, and in {0 
great a Forwardneſs. He attacked and put them 
to Flight with little or no Reſiſtance, wounding and 
killing ſeveral who delayed running away, or leap- 
ing from the Galleries and Windows of the Temple. 
His Deſign was only to terrify and diſperſe them, 
which he indeed very eaſily compaſſed, but not 
without Diſorder; for the Spaniards inſtantly fel 
to ſtripping the Dead and Wounded of their Jewel 
and Ornaments of Value: A Liberty not to be pre- 
vented at that Time, nor ever without the greateſt 
Difficulty, when a Soldier finds himſelf with a Sword 
in his Hand, and Gold in View. ; 

PDR 
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PEDRO DE ALvARADo managed this Affair with 
more Heat than Foreſight. He retired with the 
Satisfaction of a Conqueror, without acquainting the 
Populace with the Motives of his Anger. He ought 
immediately, upon the Spot, to have publiſhed the 
Treachery which thoſe Nobles had been contriving 
againſt him; and ſhould have expoſed the Arms 
they had concealed, or have done ſomething on his 
Part to gain, in his Favour, the Votes of the com- 
mon People, who are always very eaſily moved 
againſt the Nobility : But he returned well ſatisfied 
and convinced that the Chaſtiſement he inflicted 


upon the Indians had been juſt, and the Reſolution 


abſolutely neceſſary, and was ignorant how much 
it imported a ſucceſsful Action to be ſupported by 
Equity and Reafon. Thoſe People who knew no- 
thing at all of the Provocation, and beheld the 
Slaughter of the Nobility, and Spoil of their Jewels, 


attributed the whole Action to an avaricious Thirſt, 


and were ſo enraged, that they preſently ran to their 


Arms, and with little or no Solicitation from the 


firſt Conſpirators, incorporated themſelves into their 
Body, by which Means the Sedition was inſtantly 
ſwelled to a moſt formidable Monſter. 

Hernan CoRTEs reprehended Pedro de Alva- 


rado for his raſh Procedure, and eſpecially for his 


Want of Conſideration, in hazarding himſelf and 
the beſt Part of his Forces, upon a Day when alt 
the City was in Commotion, leaving his Quarters, 
and what ſhould have been his chief Care, expoſed 
to any Accident which might happen. He was 
likewiſe much concerned, that he had concealed 
from Motezuma the firſt Notices he received of that 
Diſturbance ; for Alvarado did not confide in that 
Prince, till he faw him by his Side in the ſucceed- 
ing Diſpute; whereas he ſhould have communi- 
cated to him his Suſpicions, if not to make Uſe of 

his 
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his Authority, yet, at leaſt, to ſound his Mind, in 
order to diſcover whether or no it was ſafe to leave 


him with ſo weak a Garriſon, which was the ſame 


Thing as to turn his Back upon an Enemy of whom 


he ought to have been moſt jealous. He blamed 


his Inadvertency that he did not publickly juſtify 


himſelf to the People, and even to the Delinquents 


themſelves, for ſuch a violent Proceeding. By all 
which it is manifeſtly obvious, that neither in the 
Action itſelf, nor the Motives, or Circumſtances, 
was there any of that premeditated Malice which 


has been imputed to him: For moſt certainly Cor. 


tes would not have been fatisfied with reprehend- 
ing only a Miſdemeanor of ſo much Injuſtice and 
Cruelty, nor would have let ſlip that Opportunity 
of puniſhing, or at leaſt confining him, in order to 
introduce Peace by that kind of Satisfaction: But, 


on the contrary, we find that Alvarado himſelf pro- 


poſed his own Impriſonment, as a Means to faci- 
litate the Reduction of thoſe People, but Cortes did 
not approve of that Method, becauſe he thought 
it was a better Way to make Uſe of the ſame Rea- 
ſon, which Alvarado himſelf had againſt the firſt 
Mutineers, to undeceive the Populace, and weaken 
the Faction of the Nobility. 

Taz Seditious kept cloſe all the Evening, nor 
was there afterwards any Thing to diſturb the Quiet 
of that Night. The Morning came, and Hernan 


Cortes obſerving the ſame ſuſpicious Silence to be 


ſtill among the Enemy, made no Doubt but that 
they were at their Cabals, ſince not one Soul was 
to be ſeen in the Streets, nor any where about, as 
far as the Eye could diſcern ; inſomuch, that he or- 
dered Diego de Ordaz out into the City to dive into 
the Bottom of that Myſtery. He took with him 
four hundred Spaniſh and Tlaſcalan Soldiers, and in 
good Order began to march through the principal 
Streets. 
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Streets. He had not gone fat before he difcovered 
a pretty numerous Company of armed Men, which 
the Enemy, it ſeems, had detached on purpoſe to 
decoy and draw him on; and he ſtill advancing 
with a Deſign to make ſome Priſoners, in order to 
get Intelligence, diſcovered an innumerable Multi- 
tude of Indians, who marched up to his Front; 
when looking back, he beheld another Army in his 
Rear, which had been concealed in the neighbour- 
ing Streets, on each Side, cutting off his Retreat. 
Both Bodies attacked him at once with equal Fury, 
and at the ſame Time there appeared at the Win- 
dows, and in the Terraces of the Houſes, a third 
Army of the common People, which in a Manner 
hindered our Men from breathing, darkening the 
Air with Stones, and all Sorts of miſſive Weapons. 


Dizco DE Ox DAZ, who, upon this Occaſion, 


ſtood in Need of all his Valour, Reſolution -and 


Experience to extricate himſelf, with Speed, and in 
good Order, from the Danger he was in, divided 
his Battalion according to the Ground, making a 


ſecond Front with his Rear, employing Pikes and 
Swords againſt the two Torrents of Enemies below, 


and plying his Fire-Arms againſt thoſe who were 


above. It was wholly-impracticable for him to ad- 


vertiſe Cortes of the Danger he was in; nor did the Ge- 


neral think it any way neceſſary to reinforce him with- 
out ſuch Notice, as preſuming that he had ſufficient 
Force to execute the Orders he had given him: But 
the Heat of the Engagement was of no long Con- 
tinuance ; for the Indians attacked ſo tumultuouſly, 
that, confounded by their own Numbers, they hin- 
dered each other from making Uſe of their Arms; 
and ſo many of them loſt their Lives at the firſt 
Aſſault, that the reſt retired to ſuch a Diſtance, 


that they could neither offend, nor be offended. 


The Fire-Arms quickly cleared the Terraces; and 
Vor. II. 1 


Diego © 
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Diego de Ordaz, who only came to make Diſco- 

veries, thought it not Prager to engage himſelf too 

far, and perceiving that the Enemy : beſieged him 

at a Diſtance, reduced now to fight with their 

Tongues, as the only Weapons they could uſe, 

loading him with loud Threats, and ſcurrilous Lan- 

guage, reſolved to retreat, by opening a Paſlage 

with his Sword: So that having given Orders, and 

marching in the fame Form in which he then was, 

he vigorouſly attacked thoſe who were poſted be- 

I tween him and the Quarters, as he, at the ſame 
1 Time, did thoſe who were in the Rear, or who 
|| appeared upon the Tops of the Houſes. He com- 
paſſed his Retreat with Difficulty, and not with- 

\ | out the Expence of ſome Blood; for he himſelf, 
ll | together with the greateſt | Part of his Men, were 
1 . wounded, and he left eight dead upon the Spot, 


| | whom they could not poſſibly bring off. It is likely 
9 they were Tlaſcalans, becauſe Mention is only made 
Ul of one Spaniard, who behaved himſelf remarkably 
| well that Day, and died diſcharging his Duty. 


1 Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo gives a particular Account 
i of his Behaviour, and ſays, that his Name was 
Lezcano. The reſt of the Authors do not mention 
him at all, ſo that his true Name is not poſitively 
known, which deſerved to be tranſmitted to Poſte- 
rity, who nevertheleſs, under that Name, honour 
the Memory of that valiant Soldier. Cortes be- 
came ſenſible, by what had happened, that it was 
no Time now to endeavour at, or even to think 
of making any Propofals for an Accommodation, 
which would leſſen his own Reputation, and aug: 
ment the Inſolence of the Seditious. He deter- 
mined therefore to make it deſired by the Enemy, 
rather than propoſe it himſelf, and to make a Sally 
out into the City with the greateſt Part of his 
Troops, in order to oblige them, by Dint wo 
6 LEES, 
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ſtilities, to ſeek for Peace. There was at that Time 
none, by whoſe Means he could introduce the 
Treaty. As for Motezuma, he was diffident of 
his own Authority, being apprehenſive of the Diſ- 
obedience of his Vaſſals. Among the Rebels no 
one either commanded or obeyed, or rather they 
all commanded and none obeyed: A Mob, con- 
fuſed, ungoyernab e, without Diſtinction or Diſci- 
pline, promiſcuouſly compoſed of Nobles and Ple- 
aud Cortes deſired, with all his Heart, to fol- 
low the Path of Moderation, and was not alto- 
gether without Hopes of bringing Matters to an 
Accommodation; but he thought it neceſſary to 
make it be ſought by the Mutineers, before he un- 
dertook to perſuade, in which he acted like a pru- 
dent and cautious , Commander: For it is never 
ſafe to truſt to diſarmed Reaſon to appeaſe the 
Fury of a ſeditious People; it being liſtened. to 
with but little Attention, when it is not powerfully 
ſupported; and Faction is an inexorable Monſter, 
wich an Infinity of Heads, but not one Ear. 
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CHAP. XIII. 


The Mexicans aſſault the Spaniſh Quarters, and 
are repulſed. Cortes makes two Sallies, and 
though the Enemy are both Times defeated, 
and put to Plight with great Slaughter, yet 
he doubts his being able to reduce them. 


F Mexicans purſued Diego de Ordaz, eſteem- 
ing his Retreat no better than a Flight, following 
the Chace with a diſorderly Fury, till the Ay 
from the Quarters, mw a terrible Slaughter, 1 

2 them 
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them to give back, as far as was neceſſary, to be 
out of the Reach of that Danger; but they halted 
in Sight, and by their Silence, and the. Diligence 
with which they were putting themſelves in Order, 
it was plainly perceived that they were forming 
ſome new Deſign. "Sg OO ny 
-Txrz1R Intent was vigorouſly to affault the Quar- 
ters on every Side ; and all the Streets thereabouts 
were immediately filled with People ; after which 
the Drums and Shells made the Signal for the At- 
tack. They all advanced at once, with great Fury 
and Precipitation. Their Van-Guard was compoſed 
of Companies of Archers, that by clearing the 
Walls the reſt might approach. Their Diſcharges 
were ſo inexpreſſibly thick, in order to make Room 
for thoſe who were appointed for the Aſſault, that 
the Defendants found themſelves in no ſmall Con- 
fuſion, being extremely put to it to defend them- 
ſelves, and repulſe their Enemies at the ſame Time. 
The Quarters were in a Manner drowned in Arrows; 
which Expreſſion ought not to be taxed with being 
too hyperbolical, ſince the Spaniards were actually 
obliged to appoint People on Purpoſe to remove 
them, becauſe they were a ſecond Time offenſive 
by barring the Way to the Ramparts. The Artil- 
lery and ſmall Fire-Arms made a terrible Deſtruc- 
tion of the Enemy; but they came ſo reſolutely 
determined either to conquer or to die, that they 
advanced in Swarms to fill up the Vacancy of thoſe 
who fell, and carried on the Attack with an intre- 
pid Obſtinacy, trampling upon the Dead and 
Wounded indifferently. | 
___ SEVEPAL put themſelves under the very Cannon, 
and aſſaulted with incredible Reſolution, making 
Uſe of their flinted Inſtruments to break the Gates, 
and pick Holes in the Walls: Some got upon their 
Companions Shoulders, that they might have the 
Enemy 
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Enemy within the Reach of their Weapons; oth: rs 
made Ladders of their own Lances and Pikes to 
ain the Windows and Terraces; and all in general 
expoſed themſelves to Fire and Sword like enraged' 
Beaſts. Notable "Inſtances of a fearleſs Temerity, 
and which might have paſſed for gallant Actions, 
had true Valour performed that which, in reality,” 
was no other than a ſavage Ferocity. p 
Bur they were at laſt repulſed, and retired, for . 
Cover, to the croſs Streets, where they continued 
till the Night's Approach diſperſed them; rather 
becauſe it was agreeable to the Cuſtom they had, 
not to fight in the Sun's Abſence, than that they 
oave over their Enterprize. On the contrary, they 
had the Boldneſs, ſoon after, once more to alarm' 
the Spaniards, by ſetting Fire to their Quarters in 
different Parts, which they did, -either by getting to 
the Doors and Windows, in the Dark, or by ſhoot- 
ing Arrows from a Diſtance with artificial Fire, 
which laſt, indeed, ſeems moſt probable, for the 
Flame increaſed ſo ſuddenly, and took hoid on the 
Buildings with ſuch an impetuous Rage, that they 
were obliged, in order to prevent the Communica- 
tion of the ſeveral Fires, to break down ſome Walls, 
and to toil afterwards in ſtopping up thoſe Breaches 
they had made, and to put them in a Poſture of 
Defence; a Fatigue which laſted the greateſt Part 
of the Night. 9 7 8 
Bur ſcarce did the firſt Light of the Morning 
appear, when the Enemy was diſcovered, ſeemingly 
afraid to come within Reach of the Shot; for 
they only provoked the Spaniards to ſally forth from 
their Walls. They dared them to Battle with inju- 
rious Speeches, treating them as Cowards for lurk- 
ng behind their Intrenchments; and Cortes, who 
ad before reſolved to make a Sally upon them that 


Day, took this Provocation for a good Opportunity 
| I 2 to 


_ clearing the Croſs-Streets, and the Third, at the 


eſteeming that, which a little before had deſerv'd 
wherein he ſhewed the Nobleneſs of his Mind, and 


118 | The His Tory of the Book IV. 
to fire the Minds of his People. He prepar'd them 


with a ſhort Diſcourſe to revenge their Wrong, by 


chaſtiſing the Inſolence of thole Barbarians, and, 


without Delay, he form'd his Whole Force into 
Three Bodies, each conſiſting of Spaniards and 
Tlaſcalans: Two of theſe Battalions he ordered for 


Head of which he himſelf march'd in Perſon with 
the choiceſt of his Troops, took the Street of Ta- 
cuba, where the greateſt Body of the Enemy was 
poſted. He drew up his Men, and diſtributed 
Arms as Neceſſity requir'd; for he was to engage 
both in Front and Flank, following the Method 
which Diego de Ordaz had obſerv'd in his Retreat, 


his Applauſe, to be now worthy his Imitation; 


that he was not ignorant how much thoſe Superior 
hazard, who diſdain to follow the Footſteps of 
thoſe who are inferior to them in Command, and 
how near they are to erring, who pretend to 
diſtinguiſh themſelves from thoſe who have been 
ſucceſsful by their prudent Conduct. 


* 1 , 5 


Taz Three Battalions engag'd at one Time, and 
the Enemy both gave and receiv'd the firſt Charges 
without loſing Ground, or being in the leaſt ſeni: 
ble of Danger, venturing ſo far as even to come 
to Handy-Blows. Their Clubs and Two-handed 
Swords were manag'd with a deſperate Fury. Re- 
gardleſs of Death, they broke in among the Pikes 
and Swords of the Spaniards, to gain a Stroke at 
the Price of Life. The Fire-Arms which were 
levelPd againſt the Galleries and. Windows could 
not divert the Shower of Stones which inceſſantly 
came from thence, for they flung them without 
diſcoyering themſelves; and it was neceſſary 1 ſet 

1 9 ome 
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ſome Houſes on Fire, to put a Stop to that trou- 
bleſome Hoſtility. 1 
Tu Mexicans, at laſt, gave Way to the ſuperior 
Valour of the Spaniards; but as they retreated, 
they broke down the Bridges of the Streets, and 
ſhew'd themſelves on the other Side; vbliging the 
Spaniards to fill up the Ditches, ftill fighting all 
the while, before they could proſecute the Victory. 
Thoſe who were detach'd to clear the Streets on 
the Sides, charg'd the Multitude that poſſeſs*d them 
with ſo much Reſolution, that they ſecur'd the 
Retreat, and always kept the Enemy in Front, 
till having advanc'd as far as the Opening into a 
large Square, the Three Bodies join'd, and at the 
fr Attack ſo diſhearten'd the Indians, that they 
turn'd their Backs with great Precipitation and 
Confuſion, treading one another under Foot, and 
ſhewing the ſame Impetuoſity in their Flight, as 

they had done in the Battel. | 
_ Cortes would not ſuffer his People to proſecute 
the Victory with a farther Slaughter of thoſe Vaſ- 
ſals of Motezuma, already routed, and flying in 
the utmoſt Diſorder ; whether it was that his Heart. 
relented at the Blood already ſpilt, and diſdain'd 
intirely to deftroy a, vanquiſh*d Enemy, or that he 
thought he had chaſtiz d their Preſumption with 
ſufficient Rigour. He therefore gathered up his 
Troops, and retired without meeting with the leaſt 
Oppoſition. He loſt Ten or Twelve Soldiers, and 
had many wounded, chiefly by Stones or Arrows, 
but none dangerouſly. 'The Number that the 
Mexicans loſt was ſo great that the Bodies which 
they could not carry off, having firſt ting'd the 
Canals with their Blood, remained as a Spectacle 
of Horror in the Streets in incredible Heaps. 
The Engagement laſted: all the Morning, the Spa- 
ziards were ſometimes very hard put to it, and 
I 4 their 
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their Succeſs was intirely owing to their Experience, 
Valour, and good Diſcipline. There was no one 
who could in particular be ſaid to excel; becauſe 
all in general acted with equal Bravery, as well 
Soldiers as Officers, and their Exploits reciprocally 


The HisToRY of the Book IV, 


effac'd each other. 
ſelves, by the generous Example ſet them by the 
Spaniards, valiantly, without Precipitation or Raſh- 
neſs; and Cortes conducted the whole Action like a 
courageous and prudent Commander, being preſent 
every-where, but more eſpecially where the Danger 
was greateſt, his Sword always in the Face of his 
Enemy, his Eye on his own People, his Care where- 
ever Occaſion requir'd ; leaving it in Doubt whether 
more was owing to his perſonal Bravery, or to his 


conſummate Military Skill, both which Virtues he 


poſſeſs'd in an eminent Degree, and are Qualites 
deſirable without Diſtinction, and concur without 
Preference in great Commanders. 5 
Ir was neceſſary to allow ſome Time for refreſh- 
ing his tir'd Troops, and for the Cure of the 
Wounded ; which Suſpenſion laſted Three Days, or 
fomething more; during which Interval they only 
took Care of the Defence of the Quarters, having 
the Army of the Mutineers conſtantly in View, 
with whom they had ſome light Skirmiſhes, a 
Mixture of flying and fighting. In this Time Her- 
nan Cortes artfully renewed his Overtures of Peace 
by Means of ſome Mexicans, in the Service of 
Motezuma, who went with ſeveral Propoſals ; but 
he was not negligent, during the Negotiation, but 
made all neceſſary Preparation for War. 
dered Four Towers of Wood to be built, which 


mov'd upon Weels with little Difficulty, and were 
to be us'd againſt the Enemy, in caſe there ſhould . 


be Occaſion for a new Sally. Each of thoſe 
Towers was capable of containing Twenty or 
1 


The Taſcalaus behav'd them- 


He or- 
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ſufficient to reſiſt the Stones which might be caſt 
Holes to diſcharge under Cover, in Imitation of 


to undermine the Walls of a Town. This Defence 
he thought, at that Juncture, very proper to ſhelter 
his Soldiers, in the firing of Houſes, and breaking 


up the Streets; and, if theſe rolling Machines were 
not good for engaging, yet, the Novelty of the 

would be uſeful by amazing the Enemy. | 

Or the Mexicans who were ſent out with Pro 

{als of Peace, ſome return'd ill- treated, and others 
remain'd among the Rebels, to the great Diſſatiſ- 
faction of Motezuma, who earneſtly deſired the Re- 
duction of his ſeditious Subjects, and conceaPd, 
under a Maſk eaſy to be ſeen through, the Jealouſy 
he had, leſt they ſhould intirely ſhake off their 
Obedience, and loſe all Fear of his Authority. At 


War in the City. Thoſe of the mutinous Nobility 
who had Vaſſals of their own, ſummon'd the Peo- 
ple of their reſpective Diſtricts: The Force of the 
Army continually increas'd; nor did they ceaſe to 
provoke the Spaniards in their Quarters, who were 
now quite tir'd with bearing the troubleſome Re- 
petition of Menaces and Arrows, which tho' they 
were equally loſt in the Air, did not fail to.offend 
and weary out their Patience. : 

Wirz this good Diſpoſition of his People, the 
Opinion of his Captains, and the Approbation of 
Motezuma, Cortes made a ſecond Sally againſt the 
Mexicans : He took with him the greateſt Part of 
the Spaniards, and about Two Thouſand Tlaſcalans, 


and ſome Led-Horſes to be us'd upon all Oc- 
alipns where the Breakings of the Ground did not 
render 
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Thirty Men, the Rroof defended by thick Planks, 


from the Houſes, the Front and Sides with Loop- 


the great Engines us' d in War, which cover Men 


thro' the Trenches with which they were ſtopping 


this Time they were making new Preparations for _ 


lome Pieces of Artillery, the Wooden Machines, 
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with the hoarſe and diſmal Sound of their Drums and 


a4 Popular Tumult. They all diſcharged at the 
ſame Time, lowering their Arm, that they might 
not loſe their Shot by the Reſiſtance of the Span 


2M 
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render them uſeleſs. The ſeditious Mexicans were 
then in a profound Silence; but the Spaniards had 
ſcarce begun their March, when the Difficulty of 
the Undertaking was quickly known by the ſud- 
den Shouts of an innumerable Multitude, alternate 


Sea-Shells. The Rebels did not wait till. they were 
attack*d, but on the contrary they came up to the 
Spaniards with ſurprizing Reſolution, and much leſs 
Confuſion than they were wont. They gave and 
receiv*d the. firſt Charges, without Diſorder or Pre- 
cipitation ; but it was not long before they were 
ſenſible of the Damage they ſuſtain*d, and retired 
by little and little, without turning their Backs, to 
the firſt Entrenchments they had made in the 
Streets; in Defence of which they renew'd the 
Eight with ſo much Obſtinacy, that it was neceſ- 
fary to advance ſome Pieces of Artillery to diſlodge 
them. They had their Retreats very near, and in 
ſome the Bridges of the Canals were taken up, 
which increas'd the Difficulty, and there was no 
Way of engaging them from under Cover. This 
Day the Spaniards obſerved in the Conduct of their 
Enemies ſome very politick and conſiderate Ac- 
tions, and ſuch as made the War appear more than 
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Armour. They defended their Poſts with Obſti- 
nacy, and abandon'd them without ' Confuſion: 
They, ſent ſeveral Men into the Canals, that as they 
ſwam up and down, they might puſh at the 
Spaniards, and wound them with their Pikes: 
They had got up huge Pieces of Rocks into their 
Galleries, to deſtroy. the Wooden Towers, and 
perform'd it, breaking them all to Shatters : By 
theſe and many other Signs, it was eaſily percciv'd 


that 
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that ſome One commanded them; for they ani- 
mated and ſupported each other ſeaſonably, and in 
the very Diſorders of a Seditious Multitude, they 
ſhew'd ſome Sort of Obedience and Diſcipline. 
Taz Engagement laſted the greateſt Part of the 
Day ; the Spaniards and their Confederates were 
forc'd to gain the Ground from Trench to Trench: 
Much Damage was done to the City, many Houſes 
burn'd, and the Mexicans loſt more Bood upon this 


Occaſion than they had done in the Two 'prece- 


ding Actions, either that they advanc'd nearer to 


the Fire-Arms, or becauſe they could not fly as 


they were accuſtomed, being hinder'd by their 
own Entrenchments. ; 

Tux Night drew on apace; and Cortes, with 
Concern, finding himſelf engag'd in the fruit- 
leſs Diſpute of gaining Poſts which he could. nat 
maintain, retired to his Quarters, leaving the Sedi- 


tion, in Reality, rather chaſtis'd than quell'd. He 
loſt about Forty Soldiers, moſt of them Tlaſcalans, - 


had above Fifty Spaniards ſorely wounded, and 
himſelf ſhot with an Arrow in the Left Hand; 
but his inward Wound was far the worſt, by being 
ſenſible, upon this Occaſion, that it was not poſſible 
to continue ſo unequal a War without running the 
Riſque of loſing both his Army and his Reputation : 
The firſt Shock his Courage had felt, and which 
greatly diſtreſs'd his Conſtancy. He ſhut himſelf 
up under Pretence of his Wound, but with a De- 
ſign to give himſelf up to Thought. The greateſt 
Part of the Night he ſpent in Reflection: He was 
concern'd and vex'd to quit Mexico, and could find 
no Means of maintaining his Ground there. He 
endeavour'd to exert himſelf againſt the Difficulty, 
but found that Reaſon took Part with his Suſpi- 
cions. His good Senſe and Foreſight would not 
agree with his natural Fire and Vigour, and all 

| | Was 
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was diſputing without reſolving: Diſſatisfy'd with 
the Dictates of Prudence, and impatient at the 
Pain which the Mind ſuffers in being undeceiv'd, 
before it can profit by it. | 


C'H AF. XIV. 


Motezuma exhorts Cortes to retire from Mexi- 


co, which he offers to do aſſoon as the Sedi- 


tious have laid down their Arms. They re- 
turn to attempt another Aſſault, Motezuma 

- ſpeaks to them from the Wall, and is wound- 
ed, lofing all Hopes of reducing them. 


OR did Motezuma paſs the Night in leſs Diſ- 

quiet. He Juba the Fidelity of his Vaſ- 
ſals, and his Mind was aſſaulted by contrary Paſ- 
fions ; of which ſome ſooth'd, and others oppos'd 
his Inclinations : Anger carryed him to Violence; 
Fear to Moderation; and his Pride gave him a 
Repugnance to any Condeſcenſion. He was that 


Day on the higheſt Tower of the Palace, obſerving 


the Battle, and diſtinguiſh'd among the Rebels the 


Lord of tapalapa, and other Princes, who might 


aſpire to the Empire. He ſaw them running here 
and there, animating the Combatants, and order- 
ing the Action. He had not, as yet, ſuſpected his 


Nobles would have engaged in ſuch manifeſt Out- 


rages: His Anger and Concern increas'd at once, 
and his Anger prevaiFd ; the firſt Motion of his 
Temper giving them up to Deſtruction, breathing 


nothing but Blood and Slaughter: But a little after 
reflecting how far the Evil was ſpread, and the Tu- 
mult now converted into Treaſon and Rebellion in 


all 
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all its Forms, he ſunk down quite diſpirited, re- 
maining without Reſolution to apply a Remedy, 
and every Impulſe of his natural Ferocity gave 
Way to Fear and Weakneſs. Nothing appears ſo 
terrible to a Tyrant as the Thoughts of his Crown 
being in Danger ; 'nor are any, generally fpeaking, 
ſo ſuſceptible of Fear as thoſe who are ambitions of 
ben 8 | E 
nx reflected with Deliberation upon various 
Means of re-eſtabliſhing his ſinking Authority, and 
none appeared better than immediately to ſend 
away the Spaniards, to return to his Palace, and 
there to uſe Lenity towards the Revolters, before 
he proceeded to lift up the Hand of Juſtice, In 
the Morning he ſent for Cortes, and with a good 
deal of Addreſs, communicated: to him the Cauſe 
of his Concern. With an affected Security he ag- 
gravated and exclaim*d againſt the Inſolence of his 
Nobles, endeavouring to make him believe, that 
his Thoughts were more taken up about the Man- 
| ner of chaſtiſing them, than with any Fear he had 
from their Revolt; and went on faying, © That 
* now the Troubles of his Kingdom requir'd 
* a ſpeedy Remedy; and that it was neceſſary 
* to take away all Pretences from the Seditious, 
* and to make them ſenſible of their Error, be- 
* fore he puniſhed their Crime: That all Tumults 
* were founded upon ſome Appearances of Rea- 
* ſon; and that in the reducing of a Multitude, 
© It was prudent to make Conceſſions at the Be- 
* ginning, in order to command more abſolutely 
* afterward: That the Clamours of his Vaſſals 
* had, on their Side, the Excuſe of ſounding well, 
** ſince all they demanded was the Liberty of 
their Prince, being perſuaded that he did not 
© enjoy it, and miſtaken in the Method of obtain- 
ing it: That Things were now come to that paſs, 
| that 
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that Cortes and his People muſt unavoidably 
&« leave Mexico, without Delay, that he himſelf 
de might, by his own Autority, ſubject the Rebels, 
E and extinguiſh; the Fire, by removing the 
ce Cauſe.” He repeated. how much he had „ 


fered for not violating his Word with the Spani- 
arde, and touch'd lightly upon thoſe Jealouſies 
which gave him moſt Concern: But the Inſtances 
he made to Cortes not to oppoſe his Demands, were 
ſo. ſubmiſſive, that the Influences of Fear plainly 
poke" themſelves in the Earneſtneſs of the 
ue „ boot TY 5 
Cors himſelf was of opinion, that it wa 
convenient for him, in the preſent Juncture of 
Affairs, to retreat, but not without Hopes of re⸗ 
fuming the Enterprize upon a better Foundation: 
And recollecting his — on that Point, 
which made the Propoſal ſeem the leſs ſtrange, he 
_ readily anſwer d: That it was both his Inclina- 
© tion and Opinion to obey him with an intire Re. 
$ ſignation ;. deſiring only to do that which ſhould 
© be moſt pleaſing and agreeable to him, without 
© entering into the Motives of his Reſolution, ot 
ce loſing Time in repreſenting the Inconveniencies 
that might attend it, which without doubt he 
& foreſaw, and had conſider'd ; for in Diſcuſſions 
of this Kind, the Inferior ought always to ſub- 
* mit his Judgment, the Will of Princes being: 
* ſufficient Reaſon. That nevertheleſs he ſhould 
& be much troubled to go from him, . without 
« leaving him fully aſſured of the Obedience d 
his Vaſſals; particularly, ſince that dangerous 
&. Circumſtance of the Nobility's having declared 
te for the Populace, required greater Precautions, 
and his utmoſt Care: For when once the No- 
* bility break the Bonds of Duty and Loyalty, the 
have the greateſt Attempts in View, and ſtick à 


e nothing. But that it was not for him to offe 
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« Reaſons to delay his March, ſince his Majeſty 
e had propos'd it as a neceſſary Remedy, as being 
« ſenſible of the Infirmity and Humours under 
« which his Kingdom labour d: Upon which Sup- 
« poſition, and his own fix d Reſolution immedi- 
« ately to march with his Army for Zempoala, 
« he humbly intreated his Majeſty, that before his 
« Departure he would oblige his Vaſſals to lay 
« down their Arms; becauſe it would be of bad 
« Conſequence, that they ſhould attribute to their 
Rebellion what they ow'd to their Sovereign's 
« Goodneſs : That he propos'd this more out of 
* Reſpect to his Royal Authority, than for any 
« Trouble or Concern the Obſtinacy of the Rebels 
gave him; for he deſiſted from farther chaſtizing 
them out of pure Regard to him, carrying on 
« the Point of his Sword, and in the Valour of his 
* Troops, every Thing that was neceſſary to ſe- 
© cure his Retreat.“ Harl n 
Morrzuua did not expect ſuch a ready Com- 
pliance in the Anſwer of Cortes, but imagined he 
ſhould have met with greater Reſiſtance, which 
might have occaſion'd him much Trouble in con- 
tending and diſputing that Point upon which he 
had ſo fully deliberated and reſolv'd. He made his 
Acknowledgment to Cortes with a great deal of 
Joy, and both his Voice and Countenance ſuffici- 
ently expreſs'd the Satisfaction of his Mind. He 
offer d to command the Revolters immediately to 


| lay down their Arms, approving of that Advict, 


and thinking it neceſſary to the end that his Vaſſals 
might come leſs unworthy to capitulate with their 
Prince; a Point which he had not conſider'd be- 
fore: Let ſtill he was inwardly concern'd at his 
being forc'd to temporize ſo far with thoſe who 
merited nothing but his Diſpleaſure, nor was he 
very ſkilful in the Art of joining Sovereignty with 

| Diſſimulation. 
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Diſſimulation. Before this Conference ended, an 
Alarm was ſounded in the Quarters. Cortes imme- 
diately haſtened to their Defence, and found his 
People all preparing to reſiſt a general Aſſault the 
Enemy was juſt going to begin on every Side. As 
the Garriſon was always vigilant, they were received 
with the utmoſt Rigour of the Fire-Arms ; but no- 
thing was able to ſtop them, for thoſe Rebel 
| ſhut their Eyes to all Danger, and drove each other 
on with ſo much Precipitation, that tlieir Van- 
Guard, in Appearance, without their own proper 
Movement, were in an Inſtant at the Foot of the 
Wall. Their, Bows and Slings, which were left at 
a convenient Diſtance, began to repeat their Diſ- 
charges, to beat off thoſe who were upon the Ram- 
parts to reſiſt the Aſſault, which was puſhed: on and 
. oppoſed with equal Reſolution. In ſome Parts the 
Enemy got Footing within the very Works, and 
Cortes, who had formed a Body of Reſerve, com- 
- poſed of Tlaſcalans and Spaniards, in the principal 
Court, repaired with new 'Succours to the Poſts 
which were moſt expoſed, having Occaſion for all 
his Activity, and all the Courage of his Troops, 
that the Defence might not ſlacken, nor the Enemy 
come to underſtand the Advantage which Numbers 
have over even Valour itſelf. ' 
MorEZZ UMA, being ſoon informed of the Con- 
flict in which the Spaniards were engaged, called 
Donna Marina, and ſent her to Cortes to propoſe, 
„That according to the preſent State of Affairs, 
and conformable to what they had both agreed 
* upon, it would be very convenient that he ſhould 
. © ſhew himſelf to his Vaſſals from the Wall, to 
command the ſeditious Populace to retire, and 
« the Nobles to make their perſonal Appearance 
nin his Preſence, diſarmed, and there to repreſent 
what it was that both the one and the other " 
| fired.” 
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® ſired. Cortes did not diſlike the Propoſal, but 


| thought this Expedient neceſſary, that his People. 1 
8 might breathe a little, though it ſhould not be ſuf- IN 
. ficient to overcome the Obſtinacy of that inflexible (| 
1 Multitude. Motezuma inſtantly diſpoſed himſelf. 4 
q to put his Defign in Execution, with an impatient, 7 
N Concern to know the Minds of his Subjects, with 14 
| regard to his own Perſon. He cauſed himſelf xo. \ I 
ir be adorned with his Royal Robes, called for his 1 
. Crown and Imperial Mantle, not forgetting the 1 
* Jewels whieh he was accuſtomed to wear upon pub- * 
1 lick Occaſions, nor other affected Formalities, Ti 
at which ſufficiently publiſhed his Diffidence ; making 1 
1 it appear by all this Care, that he ſtood in Need of 

5. exterior Shew to gain Reſpect, and that the Aſſiſt- 

90 ance of Purple and Gold was neceſſary to cover and 

he conceal the interior Weakneſs of Majeſty, With all 

nd this Pomp and Grandeur, attended by the principal 

m- Mexicans who continued in his Service, he mounted 

pal the Terrace which was oppoſite to the great Ave- 

ſes nue. The Garriſon was drawn up in Ranks for 

all him to paſs through, and one of the Mexicans of 

pb, the Emperor's Equipage advancing to the Rails, 

my with a loud Voice called out to the Rebels, to pre- 

Ws pare themſelves with Reverence and Attention, for. 

the Great Motezuma had ' condeſcended to come 

1 forth in order to hear their Demands, and ſhew 
Ned them further Favour. At the hearing of his Name 
ole, the Outcries ceaſed, Terror ſucceeded, and got the 
Ain, better of Fury, and they remained motionleſs, ſeem- 
den ing as if they were afraid even to breathe, Mote- 
ould zuma then ſhewed himſelf to the expecting Multi- 
„ to tude, with a Countenance of Severity mixed with 

al Lenity, which at once expreſſed both his Anger and 


rance his Fear. Many bent the Knee when they ſaw him, 
eſent but the moſt Part humbled themſelves ſo far as to 
te touch the Earth with their Foreheads, having Rea- 
red.” Vor. II. K fon 


. 
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ſon to fear him, as well, as a Cuſtom of worſhip- 
ping him. He firſt caſt his Looks on all. in gene- 
ral; and then upon-the, Nobles in F 
Shew of taking Notice of thoſe he knew. He com- 
manded that ſome ſhould draw near, calling them 
by their Names. He honoured them with the Title 
of Friends. and Kinſmen, putting a Force on his 
Indignation: He acknowledged, with a proper De- 
cency of Expreſſion, the Affection with which they 
deſired his | iberty ; and the Harangue he made 
them, though we find it. differently related, was, 
according to the Report of the Majority, to the 
following Tenor: tor 


FL Am ſo far, my Vaſſals, from looking upon this Ex- 
© preſſion of your Zeal as a Crime, that I cannot dem 
my being inclined to excuſe you. It was, indeed, an 
Exceſs to take up, Arms without my Leave; but it was, 
an Exceſs of your Fidelity. You. believed, and not 
without Appearance of Reaſon, that I was detainid 
by Force aud Violence in this Palace of my Predeceſ- 
fers; and to relieve your Sovereign from Oppreſſin, is 
too great an Enterprize to be attempted without. ſome. 
Diſorder, fince no Laws are ſufficient ta reſtrain an 
Exceſs of Reſentment and Grief , within the Baunds of 
Moderation and Prudence: And notwithſtanding, the. 
Orcafion of this your Commotion be with ſmall Foun- 
dation, (becauſe I am without any Manner of. Violence. 
among theſe Foreigners whom you treat as Enemies) 1 
now ſee your Inclinations are good, though. you art 
miſtaken in your Method of proceeding, It is by ny. 
own voluntary Option that I have continued with them, 
and thought myſelf obliged to ſhew them this Favour, , 
on account of the Reſpect they have always paid. me, 
end out of Duty to the Prince who ſends them. They. 
are now diſpaiched: I have now reſolved, that they 
Hall depart my Court; and they are preparing e. 
: tately 
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diately to quit the Country : But it is not reaſonable, 
| that I ſhould be ſooner obeyed by them than by you, 
bo are my natural Subjects; not that their Courteſy 
ſhould appear greater than your Duty. Lay down your 
Arms, and come to my Preſence as you ought, that all 
Tumitlts and Difturbance ceaſing, you may be con- 
vinced bow much you are in my Favour, by the Par- 
don I am ready to give you. Shag v1 
Tuuvs Moteztima concluded his Harangue; and 
no one was ſo bold as to attempt making a Reply. 
Some beheld him with Aſtoniſnment and Confu- 
| fon, to find a Requeſt where they expected nothin 
but Indignation; others wept to fee their Monate 
fo humble, or, which ſounds much worſe, ſo hum- 
bled: But at the very Time of this Sufpenfion, the 
Populace began again to be in Commotion, and in 
an Inſtant paſſed from Fear to Fury; eaſy at all 
Times to be led into Extremes: Nor did there 
want one to foment it, when they had elected a new 
Emperor, or at leaſt had reſolved on the Choice; 
for in our Hiſtorians we find it differently related. 
Tuzix Difreſpe&t immediately was converted 
into Contempt. They told him aloud, that he was 
no longer their King, and that he ſhould quit the 
Diadem and Sceptre for the Diſtaff and Spindle z 
giving him the opprobrious Names of puſillanimous, 
effeminate Coward, an abject Prifoner, and Slave 
to his Enemies: Their injurious Language was 
drown'd by loud and repeated Shouts; and he en- 
deavoured, by the Motions both of his Head and 
his Hands, to be heard, when the Multitude begari 
to advance, and let fly their Arrows againſt him, 
whereby he became ſenſible of the utmoſt Infolence 
of his rebellious Vaſſals. Two Soldiers, which 
| Cortes, foreſeeing this Danger, had placed at his Side, 
endeavoured to cover _ with their Bucklers ; * 
1 "TED f | 
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all their Care was not ſufficient to prevent his being 
touch'd by ſome Arrows, and very rigorouſly by a 
Stone which wounded him in the Head, breaking 
Part of his Temple, with which Blow he fell down 
ſenſeleſs to the Ground; an Accident which exceed. 
ingly troubled Cortes, as being one of the moſt un- 
ſeaſonable Misfortunes that could have poſſibly hap- 
pened. He inſtantly cauſed him to be carried to 
his Apartment, and with freſh Reſentment and In- 
dignation, repaired to the Defence of the Ram- 
parts: But he found no Enemy on whom he could 
vent his Anger; for the Mexicans no ſooner beheld 
their Emperor fall, by which they had Reaſon to 
believe that he was wounded, but they were ſo 
aſtoniſned at the Crime they had committed, that 
flying, without knowing from whom, as imagining 
that the Vengeance of their Gods purſued them, they 
ran to hide themſelves from divine Wrath, with that 
kind of Confuſion, or Conſternation, wherewith the 
Mind is wont to be oppreſſed. after the committing 
of enormous and heinous Crimes. k 
CokrESs immediately repaired to Motezuma's 
Apartment, who ſoon after recovered his ' Senſes, 
and came to himſelf ; but ſo impatient, and full of 
Indignation, that it was neceſſary to hold him, in 
order to prevent him from doing himſelf a Mit- 
chief. It was impoſlible to dreſs his Wound, be- 
cauſe he tore away whatever Medicines were applied, 
and he broke out into moſt furious Threats, which 
ended in Sighs and Lamentations : Rage did its 
utmoſt, but at laſt dwindled into Puſillanimity : 
Perſuaſion offended, and Conſolation exaſperated 
and angered him: He recovered his Senſes only to 
loſe his Underſtanding. It appeared neceſſary to 
leave him for a while, and allow ſome Time for 
Conſideration, that he might get rid of the firſt Im- 
preſſions of the Inſult had been offered him. Over- 
13 4 | | whelmed 
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whelmed with exceſſive - Grief, he was left to the | 

Care of his Attendants, continually battling with 
the Violence of his Temper, and the Deſpondency 
of his Mind, without Spirit enough left even to 
think of attempting Vengeance upon the Traitors, 
but eſteeming, as a moſt heroick Exploit, the Re- 
ſolution of dying by his own Hands. A barbarous 
Recourſe of cowardly Minds, who ſink beneath Ca- 
lamity, and are only valiant againſt that which can 
leaſt oppoſe them. | 
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CHAP. XV. 


Motezuma dies of his Wounds, obſtinately re- | 1 
| fuſing to receive Baptiſm. Cortes ſends bis 
Body to the Mexicans, who celebrate bis 
Obſeguies. His perſonal Qualities and Cha- 


racter. 


MPPTEZUMA perſevered in his Impatience, 
and at the ſame Time his Wounds grew 
worſe; it being a common Obſervation, how great | (i! | 
Influence the Paſſions of the Mind have over the. [ 

Corruption of the Humours. The Wound in his is 
Head was at firſt looked upon as dangerous, and 1 
his inward Agitations quickly made it mortal; nor 14 
was it by any Means poſſible to apply the neceſſary 19 


Remedies, till he grew ſo weak that he had not i 1 
Force to reſiſt. Thoſe who attended him were no | | 
leſs put to it to oblige him to take ſome Nouriſh- 1 
ment, the want of which had already brought him 1 
rery low; and he ſeemed to have nothing of i 
Strength or Vigour left, but only in his determi- F 
nate Reſolution of putting an End to his Lite with | 7 

5 
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his own Hands; his Defpair increafing as his 
Strength decayed, His Danger was known in Time, 
and Cortes, who ſeldom left him, becauſe, when he 


was preſent, he moderated his Grief, and ſomewhat - 


compoſed himſelf, uſed his utmoſt Endeavours, by 
prefling Inſtances, to perſuade him to that which 
moſt of all imported him. He took all proper 
Opportunities to touch upon Religion, calling upon 
him with gentle and pathetick Arguments to a De- 
teſtation of his Errors, and to ſeek the Knowledge 
of Truth. Upon ſome Occaſions he had ſhewn 
ſome ſort of Inclination to the Rites and Precepts 
of the Catholick Faith, ſeemed to be diſſatisfied 
with the Abſurdities of Idolatry, and began to give 
ſome Hopes of his Converſion ; but always put it 
off for ſome diabolical Reaſon of State, having 1 
Regard to the Superſtition. of others, though his 
own had left him, and fearing his Subjects more 
than he reverenced his Gods. 
| Corres, on his Part, did all that the Duty of a 
Chriſtian required. He intreated him, with all pof- 
fible Fervoyr and Tenderneſs, to acknowledge the 
true God ; and, by receiving Baptiſm, to ſecure to 
himſelf a glorious Eternity in the next World. He 
was preſſed by Father Bartolome de Olmedo with Ar. 
guments of ftill greater Force and Energy; not 
Were the Officers, who were moſt in that Prince's 
Favopr, leſs fedulous in their Endeavours to work 
upon him. Donna Marina did not only inter- 
pack but joined Intreaties in the moſt perſuaſive 
'Ferms; and in Spite of all that Malice and Emu- 
lation can fay, (for even in this reſpe& the Sa- 
#iards are charged with Neglect) no human Means 
was omitted to induce him to turn into the Path 
of Truth: But he would never return a rational 
Anfwer, but always remote from the Point; no 
exclaiming againſt the Inſult he had received, 
” | anon 
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anon breathing nothing but Threats of Vengeance, 
then he would fall into Fits of Deſpair, conjuring 
Cortes to revenge his Injuries upon the Traitors. In 
this miſerable Conflict of Mind he continued three 


Days, and then ſurrendered up to the Devil the 


eternal Poſſeſſion of his Soul, employing the lateſt 
Moments of his Breath in impious Thoughts of 
ſacrificing his Enemies to his Fury and Revenge, 
leaving to the World a terrible Example, how much 
the Paſſions are to be dreaded in the Hour of Death, 


being always Enemies to Reſignation, and moſt 


predominant in the Great and Powerful, -by Rea- 
ſon that as the Cuſtom of obeying thoſe Paſſions 
prevails, the Vigour diminiſhes which is requiſite 
to repreſs and ſubdue them. | 8 
Taz Concern which the Death of this Prince 
cauſed amongſt the Spaniards was univerſal; for 
they all in general loved him with an equal Affec- 
tion, ſome upon Account of his Liberality towards 
them, and others for his benevolent Difpoſition. 
But Cortes, who was far more obliged to him than 
all the reſt, and whoſe Loſs was inc 
greater, took this cruel Stroke ſo to Heart, that he 


was quite inconſolable ; and notwithſtanding he 


endeavoured all he could to compoſe himſelf, that 
his People might not be diſcouraged, he was not 
able to conceal his inward Grief, but was frequently 
obſerved to let fall ſome Tears which it was not in 


his Power to refrain. He had founded the greateſt 


Part of his Deſigns in the voluntary Suhjection of 
that Prince. By his Death the beſt of his Hopes 
were intirely loft, and he found himſelf under the 
Neceſſity o forming a new Plan, in order to attain 
the Views he had propoſed. What moſt ſenſibly 


touched him was, his — died obſtinate in his 


Errors; the laſt and great 


Aggravation of this 
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Misfortune, and an eſſential Point which divided 
his Heart between Sorrow and Dread. 

is firſt Care was to call together all the Ser- 
vants of the deceaſed Emperor, of whom he choſe 
fix Perſons of the greateſt Note to carry out the 
Body into the City, in which Number were com- 
prehended ſome Prieſts, who had been taken Pri. 


ſoners, all of them Eye-Witnefſes of his Wound 


and Death. He ordered them, from him, to ac- 
quaint the Princes who' were at the Head of the 
mutinous Populace, ** That he had ſent them the 
<. Corpſe of their late Sovereign, murdered by their 
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Hands, which enormous Crime gave freſh Right 
to the Juſtice of his Arms. That before his 
Death he had frequently requeſted, and with 
moſt preſſing Inſtances conjured him to revenge 
his Wrongs, and to chaſtize them for their abo- 


-minable Rebellion. But that looking on their 


Inſurrection to have proceeded from the brutal 
Fury of the Populace, and as an Inſolence, the 
Enormity whereof he hoped thoſe of better 
Senſe and Rank would take into Conſideration 
and puniſh, he once more propoſed Peace, gi- 
ving them Leave to ſend their Deputies to make 
Propoſals towards an amicable Accommodation, 
aſſuring them, That he was ready to agree to 


any reaſonable Conditions; but that at the ſame 


Time he would have them to underſtand, that 


if they did not immediately accept his Offer, and 
repent them of their Crime, they ſhould not 
only be treated as Enemies, but as Rebels and 


Traitors to their Prince, experiencing the utmoſt 
Rigour of his Arms: For that Motezuma (out of 
Reſpect to whom he had with-held and mode- 
rated his juſt Reſentment) being now dead, he 
would lay waſte, and intirely deſtroy their City; 
and that they ſhould, when too late, m—m_ by 
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« dear Experience the Difference between  Hoſtili- 
ties, when little more than barely defenſive (and 
« by, which he had hitherto. only endeayoured to 
&« reduce them to Reaſon) and a declared War, in 
« which he lay under an Obligation to chaſtize 

« them with the laſt Severity.” _ 1 ors 
Tur fix Mexicans immediately departed with 
this Meſſage, bearing the. Corpſe upon their Shoul- 
ders; and at a ſmall Diſtance from the Quarters, 
2 Body of the Seditious advanced to meet them, 
not without ſome Signs of Reverence and Reſpect, 
2s was obſeryed from the Walls. They all follow'd 
the Corpſe,zthrowing down their Arms, and aban- 
doning their Poſts; and in an Inſtant the City was 
filled with Outcries and Lamentations ; a ſufficient 
Demonſtration that that melancholy Object, which 
ge them a View of their treaſonable Practices, had 
ome ſort of Impreſſion . their obdurate Hearts. 
They had already. electe 5 — Emperor, as was 


ſoon after known; ſo that thoſe Expreſſions of 


W Grief could not proceed from a ſincere Repentance; 

nor could thoſe Remains of Loyalty ſound ill in 
the Ears of the Succeſſor, who muſt needs look on 
them as paid to the Name, and not to the Perſon 
of the Sovereign. The: Qutcries and Clamours of 
the People, who thronged up and down in Swarms, 
laſted the whole Night, repeating through every 
Street, the Name of Motezuma, with a kind of tu- 
multuous Sorrow, which though it expreſſed a Sort 
of relenting Reflection, yet {till carried the Face of 
Sedition. 

SOME ſay, that they dragged the Body about the 
Streets, and cut and mangled it all to Pieces, with- 
out ſparing his Children and Wives : Others, that 
they expoſed it to the Deriſion and Contempt of 
the common People, till one of his Servants, erect- 
ing an humble and irregular Pile of Wood, . a 

| 5 | Place 
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Place little frequented, and leſs decent, he there 
reduced it to Aſhes. What has been ſaid may be 
believed of an enraged 1 in whoſe Inhu- 
manity what ſeems fartheſt from Decency and Rea- 
ſon carries the greateſt Face of Probability. But 
the Truth of the Matter is, that the Rebels received 
the Corpſe with Reverence, affecting, both in the 
adorning it, and in the Funeral Pomp, to appear 
concerned at his Death, as a Misfortune, in which 
their Intention had no Share; or, perhaps, by that 
exterior Shew of Reſpect, they ht either to 
appeaſe or to deceive their falſe Deities. They 
conveyed him, the next Morning, witn great So- 
lemnity and Attendance, to the Mountain of Cba- 
pultepeque, where they were accuſtomed to perform 
the Exequies, and to preſerve the Aſhes of their 
Kings; and upon this Occaſion, the Outcries and 
Lamentations of the Multitude reſounded with 
greater Force than was cuſtomary, as they them- 
ſelves afterwards confirmed, looking upon thoſe 
Honours they had ſhewn to the Aſhes of their de- 
ceaſed Monarch as an Act of Atonement, and a 
ſubſtantial Expiation of the Crime they had com- 

mitted. 1 
" TazRE have not wanted ſome Pens who have 
done all they could to charge Cortes with this 
1 Prince's Death; affirming, That he ordered him to 
1 5 be killed to free himſelf from the Trouble he gave 
1 him: Nay, one of our Writers ſays, That it was 
ſo reported, and neither defends or denies it; an 
unpardonable Neglect, which without being a con- 
vincing Proof of his evil Deſign, is nevertheleſs 
very like Calumny. Perhaps the Mexicans might, 
ſome Years afterwards, affirm it, to make the Spa- 
niards hated by other People, or to remove the In- 
famy from their own Nation: But at that Time it 
is certain that they neither ſaid it, nor ſo much a 
. imagined 
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imagined any ſuch Thing; nor ought any Writers 
to give themſelves the Liberty of publiſhing ſuch 

in- grounded Incoherencies: For how was it poſſi- 
ble, that fo confiderate and vigilant a Perfon as 
Hernan Cortes, when he had upon his Back the 
whole Power of the Mexicax Empire, ſhould once 
think of parting with a Pledge in which conſiſted 
his greateſt Security? Of what Advantage could the 
Death of a Prince, who was a Friend, and ſubjected, 
be towards the Conqueſt of a Kingdom, whoſe In- 
habitants were all up in Arms, and declared Ene- 
mies? It is a Misfortune which generally attends all 
great Actions, to have them variouſly reported; 


and it is an eaſy Undertaking for the Envious to in- 


vent chimerical Circumſtances, which, notwithſtand- 


ing they are not ſufficient intirely to obſcure the 


Truth, leave it nevertheleſs expoſed to Opinion and. 
Ignorance z and we find many Things in Hiſtories 
which have no better Foundation than the Credulity 
of the Vulgar. Foreigners have given themſelves 
abundance of Trouble in endeavouring to diſcredit 
the Conduct of Cortes in this Expedition: But the 
many Proofs he has given of his good Senſe, elear 
him from ſo great an Abſurdity; though the Noble- 
neſs of his Temper, and well-known Generoſity, 
ſnould not be allowed ſufficient to have kept him 
from ſo cruel an Action. Let therefore Envy re- 
main covered with Confuſion; an odious Vice with- 
out Pleaſure, a racking Torment while diſſembled, 
and a Diſgrace when known; the Glory of the En- 
vied, and the Infamy of the Envious. 

MoTzzuMa, as we have elſewhere obſerved, 
was a Prince of rare Talents, and excellent natural 
Endowments ; of a graceful and majeſtick Preſence z 
of a quick Apprehenſion, and clear Underſtanding; 
and, in a Word, wanted nothing but Improvement, 
and acquired Parts, His Valour advanced him = 
the 
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the higheſt Dignities in the Empire, and gave him 
the firſt Rank among his own People, before he 
Obtained the Crown, and after wards among Stran- 


gers gained him the Reputation of being the moſt 


deſerving Prince of his Time. His Genius and Im. 
clination were martial: He underſtood the Arts of 
War; and whenever there was Occaſion to take p 
Arms, the Camp was his Court. He gained in 


Perſon nine Field Battles. He conquered ſeveral 


Provinces, and greatly extended the Limits of his 
Empire; quitting the Splendors of the Throne fot 
the Applauſes of the Field, and eſteeming the Ge- 


neral's Staff as the ſecureſt Sceptre. He was natu- 


rally munificent and liberal, and beſtowed many 
great Favours without any Manner of Oſtentation, 
looking on Gifts as Debts, and placing Mangnifi- 
cence among the firſt Duties of a Monarch. He 
was a Lover of Juſtice, and watched the Admini- 
ſtration of it in his Miniſters with a rigid Severity. 
He was temperate in his Diet, and moderate in his 


Uſſe of Incentives to Senſuality. But theſe Virtues, 


as well of a Man, as of a King, were obſcured, or 
over- balanced by greater Vices, both of the Man 


and of the King: His Continence was but a more 


refined Senſuality; for in his Time the Tribute of 


Concubines was introduced, Beauty throughout his 
whole Realm being a Slave to his Moderation in 


Pleaſure, and his vicious Fancy had not the Excuſe 
of Appetite. Then his Juſtice degenerated to the 
contrary Extreme, and was often confounded with 


Cruelty ; for he uſed Chaſtiſement like Revenge, 


doing that with Rage, which might have been juſti- 
fiable, had it been done with Reaſon. His Libe- 
rality occaſioned greater Damage than it did Good; 


for he loaded his Kingdoms with Impoſitions, and 
intolerable Tributes ; and the abominable Fruit of 


his Tyranny and Oppreſſion was conſumed by his 
Profu- 
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dium, nor admitted of any Diſtinction \berwixr. 
Slavery and Malſſalage; and placing his Policy im 
oppreſſing his Subjects, he was more pleaſed at the 
abject Slavery: and Dread im which he held them, 
than at their patient Refigiation to his Will. Pride 
was his capital and predominant Vice. Whenever 
Fortune favoured him, he attributed all to his own: 
Merit, having a better Opinion of Himſelf than he 


Superſtitions of his — He was honoured, 
according to them, with 

Devil, who among thoſe vrretchedb Heathens appears 
in Viſions, and converſes with ſdch of them who 


tion. He voluntarily. ſubjected himſelf to Comes, 
W tinuance, directly contrary to all the Rules of his 


bly have been doubted at that Time, what was the 
real Cauſe of ſuch a Subjection: But the very Ef- 
fects of it have ſince diſcovered, that God took the 
Reins into his om Hand fon Purpoſe to tame that 
Monſter; making his unuſual Gentleneſs inſtrumen- 
tal to the firft Introduction of the Spaniards, a Be- 
Beginning, from yhence afterwards, reſulted the Con- 
Nrerſion of thoſe Heathen Nations. He left ſeveral 
hildren; two of his Sons, who accompanied him 
in his Confinement, were killed by the Mexicam, 
hen Cortes made his Retreat; he had two others, 
mth three Daughters, which Ladies were afterwards 
onverted, and married with Spaniards. But the 
oft illuſtrious of all his Children was Don Pedro 
le Motezuma, who was alſo ſoon after converted to 
he Catholick Religion, and had that Name given 
Pim at his Baptiſm. He was next Heir to his 
ather, his Mother being Princeſs of the Province? 
| of 


Profulions and Extravagance. He allowed no Me. 


had of: his Gods, though extremely given to the 
ent Viſits from ithe 


are arrived toi a certain Degree in the Path of Perdi-:- 
condeſcending toba Confinement of ſo long a Con- 


natural Haughtineſs and Pride. It might reaſona- 
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of Tula, and one of the Queens who refided in the 
ial Palace with Royal Dignity's which Prin- 

dels likewiſe folowed her Sor's 7 
by the Name of Donna # de Magus 

Sxchil, keeping up in thoſe Surnames: the Nohl 
of her Anceſtors. His Majeſty beſtowed many Fa- 
vours upon Den Pedro, giving him an Eftate, and 
conſiderable Rents in Ain Hain with the Title 


with the . of their Original 
Morzzun A reigned' ſeventeen Tears. He wa 
the eleventh in the Number of the Emperors, . and 
the ſecond of the Name. To conclude, he periſh'd 
in his Blindneſs amidft ſo many ' Succours, s 
ſeemed ſufficient to ſave him. O ever inſcrutable 
Permiſſions of eternal Juſtice!] proper to affect the 
Heart, but not to Be NT Rad the Under: 


Randing! 
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The Mexicans return. to beßege the Spanil 
123 Cortes males à Sally. Gains 6 
emple, where the Enemy was lodged. Di. 
feats and puts them to Flight, Does confider- 
able Damage to the City, with a Dee 
to terrify them in order to make bis R 
treat. 


Dr ING the three 1 that Motezums lj 

ill of his Wounds, the Indians attempted no 
thing of any great Conſequence ;3 notwithſtanding 
they had- conſtantly ſome Bodies of Men in Sigh 
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and: made ſome ſlight, Attacks, which werd eaſily 
repulſed. . It might have been thought, that this 
Intermiſſion proceeded. from the Senſe they had of 
their Crime, or from the, Dread of their. Sovereign's 
Indignation, whom they had offended. in fo  outra- 
eous a Manner; had it not been afterwards known 
that this faint Proſeoution.of: the War was only be- 
cauſe the Populace were all in Confuſion! and Diſ- 


order, without Leaders, the Nobility being all bu- 
le fied. at the. Inauguration... of a new, Emperor, who, 
f as was ſoon after known, was Quilavaca, King of 
1 Elapalapa, and ſecond Elector of the Empire. This 
ul Prince lived but a few Days; and upon, Account, 


of his Indolence, and want of Application, the very 
Memory of his. Name. is almoſt. forgot among the 


* mory Qi 
able Indians of that Country. Ni 1 12 1 
Ls Trz Mexicans. who went out with | Motezuma's: 


Body, and were. intruſted with the Propoſals: for an 
Accommodation, did not return with an Anſwer. 
This Mark of Obſtinacy, at the Beguming of the 

new Government, gave Cauſe to apprehend evil, 
Conſequences. Cortes was deſirous of retreating with 

Reputation, and had already concerted with his Of- 
ficers and Soldiers that their. Departure ſhould be; 


ani very ſpeedy, being fully convinced, that it was ab- 
”m_ ſolutely neceſſary to recruit himſelf with freſh Forces, 
D in order to return with better Hopes to Mexico, the 
i Conqueſt of which he always looked upon as a 
fider- Thing which would certainly, be, and which he now- 
Defgn conſidered as an indiſpenſible Obligation on him to 
R. proſecute, ſince the Death of Motezuma; out of 
Reſpect and Conſideration to whom he had kept his 
Reſolutions within more moderate Bounds than he 

na | now thought himſelf. obliged to do. | 
ed no: 17 was not long before the Indians explained what 
-anding they had been contriving during that Suſpenſion of 


Sight, A Floſtilities; for- the next Morning after the Day on 
and | | | | . 
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which they celebrated the Funeral Obſequies of Mo- 
tezuma, they renewed the War upon a better Foot- 
ing, and with a greater Number of People. By 
Break of Day all the Streets thereabouts were filled, 
and the Towers of a great Temple garriſoned, which 
was but little diſtant from the Quarters,” and. where 
they could command Part of the Palace with their 
Slings and Arrows: That was a Poſt which Cortes 
himſelf would have fortified,” had he been Maſter of 
Forces enough to divide them; but he would not be 
guilty of the Error of thoſe, who in order to ward 
againſt Contingencies, are wanting in what imme- 
diately concerns them. r 
Tux Aſcent to the upper Court of this Temple 
was by a hundred Steps, upon the Pavement whereof 
ſome tolerably large Towers were erected. In this 
they had lodged about five hundred Men, choſen 
out of the Mexican Nobility, who were ſo fully bent 
upon maintaining it, that they had provided them- 
ſelves with Arms, Ammunitions, and all other Ne- 
ceſſaries, for many Days. . 
_CorTExs found himſelf under an unavoidable Obli- 
gation to diſlodge the Enemy from this command- 
ing Eminence, the Advantages whereof, once known 
and improved, ' might produce very dangerous Con- 
ſequences, and required a vigorous Effort towards a 
ſpeedy Remedy. The better to ſucceed in this At- 
tempt without Hazard, he drew the greateſt Part. 
of his Garriſon without the Wall, dividing them into 
ſuch Battalions as were neceſſary to defend the 
Avenues, and hinder the Enemy from receiving 
Reinforcements. The Attack of the Temple he 
committed to the Conduct of Captain Eſcobar, with 
his Company, and about a hundred more choice 
Spaniards. The Engagement began; the Spaniards 
poſſeſſed themſelves of the Entrances of all the 
Streets, and at the ſame Timg Eſcobar made his = 
15 : tack, 
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tack, gaining the lower Porch, and Part of the 
Stairs, without Oppoſition; for the Indians ſuffered 
them purpoſely to advance ſo far, that they might 
have the Advantage of aſſaulting them nearer; and 
when they ſaw their Opportunity, they lined the 
Rails of the upper Porch with Men, and gave the 
Charge by letting fly their Arrows and Darts with 
ſo much Fury, and in ſuch good Order, that Eſco- 
bar was obliged to ſtop, and to order the Fire-Arms 
and Croſs-Bows to play againſt thoſe who appeared: 
But it was not poſſible to withſtand the ſecond 
Charge, which was much more furious. 'The Mexi- 
cans had prepared huge Stones, and prodigious large 
Beams, which they let tumble from the Top; which 
gaining Force by the Steepneſs of the -Deſcent, 
forced the Spaniards to give back a firſt, ſecond, and 
third Time: Some of the Beams came down half 
burned, that they might do the greater Damage. 
An odd Imitation of our Fire-Arms, and it is to 
be ſuppoſed, was thought a notable Contrivance 
amongſt their Engineers. But, however, the Spa- 
niards were obliged to break their Ranks to avoid 
thoſe rude Salutes; and when once they were put 
into Confuſion, the Retreat was unavoidable. 

Cox TES, who with a Troop of Horſe, was run- 
ning to all Parts where they were engaging, ſaw this 
Diſadvantage of his People; and conſulting only the 
Impulſes of his Valour, he diſmounted; and having 
reinforced Eſcobar with ſome Tlaſcalans of the Body 
of Reſerve, and thoſe of his own Troop, he cauſed 
a Shield to be faſtened to his wounded Arm, and 
with Sword in Hand advanced to the Stairs, with a 
Reſolution ſo determined, that thoſe who followed 
him, being animated by his generous Example, 
became wholly inſenſible of the Danger. He hap- 
pily ſoon overcame the Impediments which obſtruct- 
ed the Aſſault, gained the laſt Stair at the firſt At- 
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tack, and preſently after, the Rails of the upper 
Court, where they came to Handy-Blows with 
Swords .and Clubs. Thoſe Mexicans were al} 


Nobles; and it ſoon appeared, by the Defence 


they made, what Difference the Spur of Reputs- 
tion makes among Men. They ſuffered themſelves 


to be cut to Pieces rather than furrender their Arms: 


Some caft themſelves headlong from the Rails, 
perſuaded that a voluntary Death was by far the 


moſt honourable. The Priefts, and thoſe who 


attended the Service of the Temple, after calling 


upon the Mexicans to defend their Gods, died va- 


Hantly fighting: And in a very little Time Corts; 


intirely gain'd the Poſt, with the Slaughter of all 


thoſe Mexican Nobles, without loſing one Man, or 


having many wounded. 


Taz Reſolution form'd by Two valiant Indians, 


in the very Heat of the Engagement, and the in. 


trepid Boldneſs with which they endeavoured to 


execute their Deſign, were very remarkable, and 


ought not to be paſſed over in Silence. They had 
reſolved to ſacrifice their Lives for the Benefit of 
their Country, believing that they ſhould finiſh the 


War by their Deaths ; and to this Purpofe they had 
both agreed to precipitate themſelves from the 


Rails, on that Side where there were no Stairs, and 
to carry Cortes along with them. They ftood to- 


. gether watching an Opportunity, and immediately, 


when they ſaw him near the Precipice, they flung 
down their Arms, and approach'd him like De- 
ferters coming to ſurrender ; and being before him, 
they bent their Knees in the Poſture of Suppliants, 
when all on a fudden they ſeiz'd him, and us'd 


their utmoſt Efforts to force him to the Precipice; 
dut he, not without Difficulty, broke looſe, and got 


clear of them, when at the ſame Inſtant they threw 
themſelves headlong to the Ground, and * 
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daſh'd to Pieces. Cortes remain'd rather aſtoniſhed 
than angry; he was ſenſible of the imminent Danger 
he had been in, by the Death of the Aggreſſors; 
but was not much diſpleaſed at their Boldneſs, 
upon Account of the Bravery of the Attempt. 
Som Circumſtances occur'd in this Action at 
the Temple, which made the Reduction thereof 
much eaſier than it would otherwiſe have been. 
The Indians were confounded and terrify'd to ſee 
themſelves attack*d by a greater Number than ordi- 
nary, and by the Spaniſþ Captain himſelf, whom 
they look d upon as invincible. In the Defence of 
the Stairs they were rather precipitate and confus'd, 
than regularly diligent ; and the Beams which they 
caſt down croſs-ways, and wherein indeed conſiſted 
the beſt Part of their Defence, were obſerved al- 
ways to fall Point foremoſt, and ſo paſs'd on thre? 
the Aſſailants, without hurting any of them; a 
Thing which too frequently happen'd to be look'd 
upon as barely caſual: And there are ſome who 
relate it as one of thoſe Miracles which divine Pro- 
vidence wrought in this Conqueſt. All this might 
be owing to their Confuſion : But it is certain, that 
this one Circumſtance very much facilitated the 
Succeſs of that Attack ; and conſidering how much 
is to be attributed to God alone in this War, it 
will not be very much out of the Way, for once, 
to make the Wonderful and the Miraculous equi- 
vocal. | 

CorTEs immediately took Care to have con- 
vey'd to the Quarters all the Proviſions which the 
Indians had laid up in the Store-Rooms of the 
Temple; a conſiderable Quantity, and a neceſſary 
Supply upon that Occaſion. He then ordered, 
that the Temple, the Towers, and ſome Hauſes 
which were contiguous, ſhould be ſet. on Fire and 
deftroyed, that his Artillery might MG 
| L 2 | at 
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that Eminence. The Management of this he com- 
mitted to the Tlaſcalans, who inſtantly put it in 
Execution; and turning his Eye towards the Part 
where the reſt of his People were engag'd, he 
perceiv'd that the greateſt Force of the Enemy 
was in the Street of Tacuba, where the Spaniard; 
were warmly charged, and hard put to it in de- 
fending that important Avenue; upon which he 
immediately -mounted his Horſe, and putting the 
Reins of his Bridle over his wounded Arm, he 
took a Lance in the other Hand, and haſtened to 
their Aſſiſtance, ordering the reſt of the Horſe to 
follow him, together with Eſcobar, and thoſe. un- 
der his Command. The Cavalry paſs'd on before, 
breaking thro' the Multitude, wounding overſet- 
ing, and trampling them under Foot on every Side 
without loſing one Stroke, or ever being forgetful of 
their own Defence. The Action was very bloody: 
For ſuch of the Indians who withdrew on either 
Side to avoid the Shock of the Cavalry, fell in, 
already half vanquiſh'd, with the Infantry, who 
found but little Difficulty in compleating their De- 
feat. But Cortes ſomewhat inconſiderately advanc'd 
before the reſt of his Troops, ſuffering himſelf to 
be hurry'd away too impetuouſly by the Fire which 
animated his fearleſs Breaſt ; and when he began to 
recollect himſelf, and to conſider his Error, he 
perceived that he could not retire, by Reaſon that 
he found a numerous Throng of the flying Enemy 
bearing down upon him, owing the preſent Dan- 
ger his Life was in to the Succeſs of his own 
Troops. ** 

In this perilous Circumſtance, he reſolved to 
take another Street, hoping he ſhould there meet 
with leſs Oppoſition; and in advancing a few 
Paces, he fell into a confuſed Body of Indians who 
were dragging along his intimate Friend Andres de 
: Duero, 
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Duero, whom they had taken Priſoner by the un- 


happy Stumbling of his Horſe, and whoſe Life 


they had ſpar'd for the preſent, having deſtin'd 
him to the Sacrifice. * Cortes intrepidly charg'd that 
diſorderly Convoy, and breaking thro* the fore- 
moſt, trampled under his Horſe's Feet all who 
ſtood in his Way, inſomuch that his Friend had 


an Opportunity to diſengage himſelf from thoſe 


who held him, and to make Uſe of a Dagger or 
Poniard they had, thro* Negligence, overlook'd 


| when they diſarm'd him, with which he made 


Way by the Deaths of ſeveral of the Enemy, ſo as 
to recover his Lance and Horſe, when the Two 


Friends joining, they paſſed the Street on a full 


Gallop, breaking through whole Troops of the 
Enemy, till they got ſafe to their own. This Ac- 
tion Cortes always celebrated looking upon it as one 


of the moſt fortunate: Adventures of his Life, an 


Opportunity of ſaving his Friend ſo luckily falling 
in his Way at a Juncture when he was wholly du- 
bious of his own Safety : But Fortune (taking the. 


Word in its true, proper, and Catholic Significa- 


tion) was ſo remarkably favourable to him in what- 
ſoever he took in Hand, that his very Overſights 
and Inadvertencies ſeldom or never fail'd of turning 
wo lis men, i PE 
Tur Enemy was now retiring on every Side; 
but it was not thought adviſable to engage any 


F farther, becauſe it was not poſſible to follow the 


Chace, without leaving the Quarters expoſed. - A 


Signal therefore was made for the Retreat; and 


notwithſtanding they returned very much fatigued 


with that tedious Encounter, it was without Loſs, 


or any other Damage than that of a few Soldiers 
wounded; which was a Circumſtance which gave 


Ja greater Reliſh to their Repoſe, the Thoughts of 


viir cheap and ſucceſsful Victory quickly making 


2 them 
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were conſum'd with Fire, and ſuch a Multitude 
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them forget the Fatigues they had undergone in the 
Battle. Fhis Day a conſiderable Number of Houſes 


of the Enemy loſt their Lives, that it was hoped 
that they would have been terrify*d from attempt- 
ing any new Inſults upon the Quarters. Some 
affirm this Sally to have been made before the 
Death of Motezuma: But it was after, according 
to the Relation given by Cortes himſelf, whom we 
follow without any farther Examination, this not 
being a Caſe in which the exact Time of its hap- 
ening can be of very great Importance. The 
er at the Attack of that Temple was chief 
owing to the General's own Valour; for by his 
fingle Reſolution and Example he render'd ſupera - 
ble thoſe Difficulties which had put all the reſt to a 
Stand. In that Action he Twice forgot of what 
Importance his Life was to the Caufe, expoſing his 
Perfon to the greateſt Dangers with much more 
Courage than Conſideration ; an Exceſs of Martial 
Vigour, which notwithſtanding it was attended 
with Succeſs, merits rather to be - admired than 

commended.” | ' . 
Tu Mexicans made ſuch great Account of this 
Exploit of ſtorming and deftroying the Temple, 
that they painted it after their Manner; and ſome 
Pieces afterwards came to Light, in which the 
whole Action was fully repreſented ; as the attack- 
ing the Stairs ; the Encounter in the upper Porch; 
and laſtly their Defeat, and how they abandoned 
the Poſt” to their Enemies the Spaniards, together 
with the burning that Edifice, the Towers, circum- 
Jacent Houſes, Sc. without difguifing any mate- 
rial Circumſtance ; thoſe Pictures being their Hiſto- 
ries and Chronicles, which they held in high Vene. 
ration, and upon the Authority whereof they laid 
a very great Streſs, decming it a Crime to deceive 
Cs Poſtenty, 
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Poſterity. But in this Particular it was very obſer- 
vable, that they were not altogether free from a 
malicious Vanity, and introduc'd ſome additional 
Fictions of their own, with the View of enhancing 
the Glory of their Nation; for they repreſented 
many Spaniards lying dead, ſome Ee them- 
ſelves, or thrown headlong down from the Eminence, 
and others ſorely wounded, deſtroying, as may be 
faid, with the Pencil thoſe whom they were not 
able to injure with their Weapons ; and endeavour- 
ing to palliate their Defeat by expoſing their Loſs 
in ſuch Colours as might make the Advantage 
their Enemies obtained over them appear like a 
dear-bought Victory; a Want of Exactneſs, from 
which Hiſtorians are not free, amongſt whom this 
Sort of Partiality, with which they relate Facts, 
wreſting the Circumſtances according to the Incli- 
nation which biaſſes their Pens, is become a familiar 
Vice; infomuch that there are few Hiſtories to be 
met with, wherein, upon Peruſal, the Country and 
Inclinations of the Author are not to be diſcovered. 
Plutarch, in his Treatiſe of the Glory of the 
Athenians, finds no ſmall Parity between Hiſtory 
and Painting ; as being, both the One and the / 
Other, lively Deſcriptions and Repreſentations of 
Things and Actions. But this Similitude between 
the Pencil and the Pen is never ſo obvious, as 
when the Places where the Facts were done are de- 
lineated with thoſe Kinds of artful Strokes which 
paſs for Ornaments to the Work, and are, in 
Reality, no other than the Perſpectives in Painting, 
and may be properly called the Diſtances of Truth. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


The Mexicans propoſe Peace; but with the 
View of diſtreſſing the Spaniards by Want of 
Provifions. Their Diſmgenuity is diſcovered, 
Cortes holds a Conſultation with his Off- 
cers, and it is reſolved to leave Mexico 


that Night, 


HE Day following the Mexicans demanded 

a Parley, to which Cortes conſented, not 
without Hopes of coming to ſome . reaſonable 
'Terms of Accommodation. He went to hear their 
Propoſals from the Wall; and. ſome of the Nobles 
drawing near, with few Attendants, they, on the 
Part of the new Emperor, propoſed, © That he, 
e and all his People, ſhould immediately prepare 
© to ſet out, and direct their March to the Sea 
« Side, where their great Canoes (ſo they called 
“ the Ships) were waiting for them; aſſuring him 
& That there ſhould be a Ceſſation. from all Ho- 
e ſtilities for as much Time as was neceſſary for 
* him to make himſelf ready for his Departure. 
& Adding, That if he did not inſtantly determine 


to come to that Reſolution, he might depend 


„ upon it, that both himſelf and all who were with 
him ſhould inevitably periſh ; for that they were 
* now convinced by Experience, that the Spani- 
ards were not immortal; and that, tho* the 
«© Death of every Spaniard ſhould coſt them the 
„ Lives of Twenty Thouſand Men, there would 
* ftill remain a numerous Multitude to fing the 
„ concluſive Victory.“ Cortes anſwered, © That 
the Spaniards never pretended ta be immortal, 
s but valyed themſelves upon being Men of 

_ F more 
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& more Valour and Strength than other Mortals; 
& and in particular knew themſelves to be ſo far 
« ſuperior, in every Reſpect, to the Mexicans, 
ce that without any greater Force than what he then 
„ had with him, he had Courdge enough to un- 
& dertake the total Deſtruction, not only of their 
e City but of the whole Empire: But that being 
4 mov'd at the Calamities they had already ſuffer'd 
& thro? their own Obſtinacy, he was determined to 
& depart, ſince the Subject of his Embaſſy, and, 
* by Conſeqnence, all the Buſineſs he had there, 
“vas at an End by the Death of the Great Mote- 
« z4ma, whoſe Bounties and Friendſhip had de- 
tained him at Mexico; and that he would put 
% that his Deſign in Execution without the leaſt 
* Delay, as ſoon as ſome Articles, which were 
< neceſſary for the Diſpoſition of his March, ſhould 
ce be mutually agreed upon. The Deputies gave 
Signs of being well ſatisfied, and in Reality they 
deſired no better Anſwer : But theſe Overtures of 
Peace were made with perfidious Views. | 
Tux new Emperor had called a Council of his 
Miniſters and Grandees to debate upon Matters re- 
lating to the preſent War; and after ſeveral Con- 
terences, it was reſolved, That, to avoid the great 
Damage they received from the Spaniſh Arms, the 
lamentable Slaughter of their People, and the Ruin 
of their City, the beſt Method would be to keep 
| them cloſe block*d up, in order to diſtreſs them by 
| Famine; not that they ſuppoſed the | Spaniards 
would ſurrender themſelves, but in order to weaken 
them, that when they were. diſpirited, and wanted 
Strength, they might atteck them with more Ad- 
vantage ; having invented this new Way of redu- 
eing an Enemy, till then a Novelty, and utterly un- 
known amongſt their Stratagems of War. It was 
relolved to make Overtures of Peace, in 9 to 
X Obtain 
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obtain the Suſpenſion of Arms they defir'd ; flat- 
tering themſelves, that they might be able to pro- 
tract the Treaty with various Propoſals, till the 
ſmall Reſerve of Proviſions laid up in the Quarters 
was conſum'd; to which Purpoſe Orders were 
given, that all poſſible Care ſhould be taken to 
hinder the Beſieged from Relief; to block up, 
with Works and Bodies of Men poſted at a proper 
Diſtance, all the Ways by which they might at- 
tempt to make their Eſcape; and to break down 
the Bridge at the Entrance of the Cauſey, which 
led towards the Road to Yera-Cruz ; thinking it no 
longer any ways convenient to ſuffer them to d 
the City, leſt, at this Juncture, when the Provinces 
were little ſatisfied with the preſent Government, 
they might foment the Malecontents to a Rebel. 
lion, or reinforce themſelves by an Army of Tlaſ- 
. calans. 

Some of the Aſſembly called to mind ſeveral 
Perſons of great Diſtinction who were Priſoners in 
the Spaniſh Quarters, reflecting upon what they 

muſt ſuffer, ſince of Neceſſity they would periſh 
with Hunger, before that Calamity could affect 
the Enemy: But they were all ſo zealous for the 
Publick Cauſe, that, after ſome Debates, they uns- 
nimouſly voted, that thoſe Priſoners would be 
happy, and diſcharge their Duty, if they ſacrificed 
their Lives for the Benefit of their Country ; and 
it is not unlikely that they far'd the worſe upon 
Account of Motezuma's Three Sons who were 
- with them, and whoſe Deaths would be no ways 
unwelcome to that Aſſembly; the eldeſt being a 
hopeful young Prince, capable of wearing the 
Crown, highly eſteemed by the People, and the 
only Perſon of whom the new Emperor had Rex 
ſon to be jealous. A pitiful Weakneſs of ſuch 
Miniſters, to believe that they are labouring 4 

| e 
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the publick Good, when they are gratifying their 
own private Paſſions ! b= £ | 
Trz1R only Concern was for the Chief of their 
idolatrous Prieſts, who was likewiſe in the ſame 
Prifon with thoſe above-mentioned; for he was 
univerſally reverenced as the Second Perſon in the 
Empire, and they held it an unpardonable Offence 
againft their falſe Deities to ſuffer him to periſh: 
To procure his Liberty they made uſe of a very 
notable Piece of Policy. The ſame Deputies re- 
turn'd again that Evening to demand another Con- 
ference, and propoſed on the Part of their Sove- 
reign, © That in order to prevent any Miſunder- 
« ftandings which might retard the Treaty, it 
« would not be improper for the Spaniards to ſend 
“ ſome one of their Mexican Priſoners to the Em- 
* peror, well inſtructed on the Subject of the Ca- 
4 pitulation.”* This Expedient ſeemed reaſonable 
and eaſy; and the Deputies no ſooner found it 
admitted, but they artfully let drop, (as by Way 
of friendly Advice) that none would be ſo proper 
to be employed as a certain ancient Prieſt whom 
they held confin*d ; becauſe he was an intelligent 
Perſon, able to explain all Points, and to remove 
all Difficulties which might be ſtarted ; which ſpeci- 
ous and well- managed Pretext ſufic'd for the obtain- 
ing what they deſir'd: Not that Cortes was igno- 
rant of the Artifice of the Propoſal ; but conſider- 
ing of what great Importance it was to ſound the 
Minds of thoſe People, he eſteem'd it a ſmall 
Matter to part with a Priſoner who was both 
troubleſome and deteſtable. Soon after, the Prieſt 
was diſmiſſed, fully inſtructed by the General in 
ſome Demands eaſy to be granted, relating to the 
Commodiouſneſs of the March ; intending after- 
wards (in Caſe he returned) to employ him farther 
in what muſt be agreed upon in Relation to the 
| - laying 
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laying down Arms, Hoſtages, and other Matters 


of greater Conſequence: But it was to no Purpoſe 
to wait for his Return, it being ſoon evident that 
there was no ſuch Deſign. The Centinels diſcover- 


ed, that the Enemy beſieged the Quarters at a 


greater Diſtance than they were wont; that they 
appeared more wary and circumſpect than ordinary, 
diligently caſting up Trenches and other Works 
to defend the Paſſage of the Canals ; and that they 
had detach'd ſome Bodies of- Men to the Lake, 
who were breaking down the Bridges of the prin- 
cipal Cauſey, and cutting off all Communication 
with the Road which leads to Tlaſcala; a Proceed- 
ing which fully diſcover'd the Artifice of their 
Defigns. . | 
_- Fais Intelligence Cortes received with ſome Con- 
cern; but inured to overcome greater Difficulties, 
he re- aſſumed his natural Calmneſs ; and upon his 
firſt Reflections, which always pointed directly at 
the Remedy, he ordered a Bridge: of Beams and 
Planks to be made, wherewith to cover the Open- 
ing of the Cauſey, capable of bearing the Weight 
of the Artillery, and ſo contrived that it might, 
without much Difficulty, be carryed by Forty Men. 
And without loſing more Time than what was ne- 
ceſſary for the compleating of this Work, he al- 
ſembled his Captains to conſult with them, and to 
take their Opinion concerning the Retreat, whether 
it ſhould be made by Day or by Night. In the 
propoſing of this Point he carried himſelf with 
an intire Indifferency, either becauſe he lad not 
yet come to any Reſolution, or becauſe he did 


not care to charge himſelf with the Succeſs. Their 


Opinions were divided, ſome being for retreating 
by Night, others by Day, and both Parties had 
their Reaſons pro & contra. 
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Tuoskx who were of the firſt of thefe Opinions 
ſaid, That Valour and Prudence not being incon- 
« ſiſtent with each other, they ought to chuſe the 
« Way which was moſt ſecure ; That the Mexicans, 
« whether out of Cuſtom, or Superſtition, were 
« always wont to lay aſide their Arms on the 
« Night's Approach; and it was to be ſuppoſed 
that they would be now leſs vigilant than ordi- 
% nary upon Account of the Negociation for Peace, 
© which they imagined was carrying on and accepted 
on our Side: And if their Intention was to di- 
„ ſturb them in their March, as the Preparations 
* they were making ſeem' d to promiſe, it was to 
be conſidered how much they ought to dread an 
Engagement in the very Paſſage of the Lake, 
where they could neither draw up their Ranks, 
nor make Uſe of the Cavalry, their Flanks all 
the while expoſed to the Enemies Boats, obliged 
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6 
d to force their Way in the Front, and defend 
* themſelves in the Rear.” The others, on the 
it * contrary, maintained, © That it was by no 
t, Means practicable to begin a March by Night, 
n. with Baggage and Artillery, by an uncertain 
e- Road, raiſed upon the Waters, when the Seaſon 
{- * Itſelf, cloudy and rainy as it then was, augmented 
to the Darkneſs, and increaſed the Abſurdity of ſo 
er ill judged a Reſolution z That the Attempt of 
he moving an Army, with all its Impediments, and 
th with the Trouble of laying Bridges to make the 
ot Paſſage free, was not an Undertaking to be ef- 
id fected without ſome Detention, and much Noiſe; 
eir neither in War were the merry Stories of an 
ng Enemy's Negligence to be depended upon, it 
ad being what one may indeed ſometimes reap an 
Advantage from, but ought never to be taken 
a for granted. That the ſuppoſed Cuſtom of the 
SK | | « Mexicans 
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lay, and in Concluſion reſolved that it ſhould b 


for obſtructing the Road of the Cauſey with a 
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& Mexicans never being in Arms by Night, (be. 
* ſides that it had been broken in upon, when they 
s ſet Fire to the Quarters, and. poſſeſſed themſelveʒ 
* of the Temple) was not a ſufficient Motive to be. 
< lieve that they had wholly abandoned the only 
< Opportunity they ought to ſecure : That it would 
* be far leſs hazardous to march out at a Time 
* when they might ſee the Dangers they had t 
* encounter, than to make a Retreat with the Ap. 
<< pearances of a Flight, and by ſo doing to come 
c with little Credit, to ſeek the Protection of thei 
5 Confederates, who perhaps might deſpiſe thei 
« Friendſhip, when they had once loſt the Opinion 
* they had conceived of their Valour ; or at le 
< it would be but very indifferent Policy to ſtand 
< in Need of Friends, and to apply to them after 
* they had loſt their Reputation.“ 

THz Propoſal of making the Retreat by Night 
had moſt Votes, and Cortes gave Way to the Maj 
rity ; probably ſuffering himſelf to be prevailed 
with for ſome reſerved and private Reaſon. They 
all agreed to haſten the March without farther De 


put in Execution that very Night, in order to avoil 
giving the Enemy Time to contrive new Meaſures 


Works or Trenches, ſuch as they uſed in the Paſſig 
of their Canals. The building of the before-mer 
tioned portable Bridge went on vigorouſly ; and not 
withſtanding it may be believed, that Cortes intendet 
to have made two others, there being three Oper 
ings in the Cauſey, they had not ſufficient Time fo 
the Work, nor was it thought abſolutely neceſſary 
as ſuppoſing, that they could remove the Bridg 

m one Opening to another, when the Army hal 
paſſed the firſt; Suppoſitions in which _ n 

| ordinat 
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ordinarily too late made ſenſible of the Difference 
there is between Speculation and Practice. | 

IT is not to be denied, but that Cortes, in the 
Controverſy there was among his Officers upon this 
Occaſion, deported himſelf with a more indifferent 
Neutrality, and much leſs Activity than he was ac- 
cuſtomed to do. It is believed, that he came to 
the Council ſomewhat inclined to the Opinion which 
| prevailed, having given Ear to the vain Prediction 
of an Aſtrologer, who, as he was going in, adviſed 
him in myſterious Terms to march away that very 
Night ; for that he ſhould lofe the greateſt Part of 
his Army, if he ſuffered a certain favourable Con- 


eat ſtellation to paſs, which was very near terminating 
and in another Aſpect, unfortunate. This Diviner was 
ter a Spaniard, a private Centinel, and called Botello, 
chiefly known in the Army by the Name of the Ne- 
igt cromancer, to which Appellation he anſwered with- 
120 out the leaſt Concern; eſteeming it as an Allowin 
ailed of his Abilities. He was an ignorant Fellow with- 
They out Learning or Principles, who mightily valued 
De. himſelf upon penetrating into future Events; but he 


d be was neither fo fooliſhly ignorant as they who really 
avol make a Study of thofe diabolical Arts, and attain 
aſure to a Perfection in them, nor ſo innocent and blame- 
h an leſs as not to make Uſe of ſome Characters, Num- 
af bers, or Words, ſuch as contain within them an 
mel abominable Stipulation with the firſt Impoſtor. Cortes 
d not generally laugh'd at his Prognoſticks, deſpiſing the 
Man for the Sake of his Profeſſion; and even then 
Oper heard him with the like Contempt; but he fell into 
me fu the Fault of liſtening to him (which was little lefs 
ceſſan than to conſult him); and when he ſhould have had 
Brid Recourſe to his own Prudence, in order to have 

ny hal choſen the moſt proper Method of Proceeding, he 
len Vas influenced by thoſe very Prognoſtications which 
| he had ſo much deſpiſed. A. pernicious Sort of 
| | | People, 
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People, and dangerous Obſervations, which confi- 
derate Perſons ought always to avoid and abhor, 
and more particularly thoſe who command ; for at 
the ſame Time that they are ſenſible of the Vanity 
thereof, they ſuffer their Minds to be prepoſſeſſed 
with ſomething which inclines them either to Fear 
or Security; and when the Occaſion comes for re- 
ſolving, the Whimſies of the Imagination revolt 
againſt the Underſtanding, and always, in ſome 
Degree prejudice Reaſon. | 


at 


CHAP. XVIII. 


The Spaniards march out privately, At th 
Entrance of the Cauſey are diſcorered by the 
Indians, who attack them with their whl: 
Power both by Land and Water: They get 
clear at laſt with great Difficulty, and con- 


* figerable Loſs, and reach the Town of Tacuba, 


HE very ſame Evening the General diſpatch'd 
another Mexican as his Ambaſſador to the City, 
with Pretence of continuing the Treaty begun by 
. the before-mentioned Prieſt : This Feint was thought 
neceſſary to amuſe the Enemy, giving them to un- 
derſtand the Sincerity of the Spaniards in the Nego- 
tiation, and that all Things ſhould be got ready for 
their Departure within eight Days at fartheſt. Corte 
in the mean while was diligently diſpoſing Matters 
to begin the March, the Shortneſs of the Time 
making every Moment precious. | 
Hz diſtributed his Orders, and gave his Captains 
the neceſſary Inſtructions, providing againſt all Ac- 
cidents which might happen upon the March = 


atters 
Time 


ptain 
I] AC- 
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all imaginable Precaution. He formed his Van- 


Guard of two hundred Spaniſh Soldiers, with the 
choiceſt of the Tlaſcalans, and about twenty Horſe, 
under the Conduct of the Captains Gonzalo de San- 
doval, Franciſco de Azebedo, Diego de Ordaz, Fran- 
ciſco de Lugo, and Andres de Tapia. He gave the 
Command of the Rear-Guatd, with a greater Number 
both of Horſe and Foot, to Pedro de Alvarado, Juan 
Velaſquez de Leon, and othet Captains of thoſe who 
came with Narvaez. In the main Body or Centre, 
he placed the Priſoners, Artillery, and Baggage with 
the reſt of his Army, reſerving with himſelf, to be 
employed as Neceſſity ſhould require, one hundred 
choice Men, with the Captains Alonzo Davila, Chri- 
ſtoval de Olid, and Bernardino Vaſquez de Tapia. 
Things being thus diſpoſed, he made a ſhort Speech 
to his Soldiers, laying before them the Diffiulties 
and Dangers of the Undertaking : Upon which he 
inlarged a little the more, becauſe it was a curtent 
Opinion among them, that the Mexicans never en- 
gaged by Night, and it was neceſſary to inſpire them 
with Diſtruſt, leſt they ſhould fall into an over- great 
Security, a dangerous flattering Enemy in all Mili- 
tary Actions, inclining the Mind to à certain Care- 
leſsneſs, which ſeldom fails of producing fatal Con- 
ſequences; whereas a prudent Fear is always wont 
to prevent a ſhameful one. | 
He next cauſed all the Gold and Silver, Jewels 
and precious Sones, which were in the Cuſtody of 
Chriſtoval de Guzman, Groom of his Chatnber, to 
be brought into his Apartment; and out of it he 
ſeparated the Fifth belonging to the King, in thoſe 
Things which were moſt valuable, and leaſt bulky, 
of which he made a formal Delivery to thoſe Of- 
ficers who had Care of the Accompts and Proviſions 
of the Army; giving a Mare of his own, and ſome 
7 73" has for the Carriage thereof, in ordef 
ol. II. | to 
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to fpare the Indians who might be in other Reſpects 
ſerviceable upon that Occafion. The Remainder, 
according to what Computation could be made, 
amounted to the Value of upwards of ſeven hundred 
thouſand Pieces of Eight; all which Wealth he leſt 
with little or no Reluctancy, proteſting publickly, 
„That it was no Time to embaraſs themfelves with 
© it; and that it would be a Shame to employ thoſe 
* Hands ſo unworthily, which ought to be left free 
©« for the Defence of Life and Reputation,” But 
finding the Soldiers not ſo well contented with this 
inexcuſable Loſs, he added, as he was going away, 
« That they ought not to look upon their Retreat 
cc from thence as an intire abandoning of that ac- 
© quired Treafure, and their main Deſign, but as a 
«© neceſſary and indiſpenſable Diſpoſition in order to 
return to that Enterprize with a greater Force, 
1 after the ſame Manner as a Man draws back his 
« Arm in order to give the greater Blow.“ And 
withal gave them to underſtand, that he ſhould not 
think it a mighty Crime in them to take away 2 
much of that Wealth as they conveniently could, 
which was the very ſame Thing in Effect, as to leave 
Moderation to the Diſcretion of Avarice : And tho' 
the greateſt Part of them (notwithſtanding they ſaw 
this abandoned Treaſure in their Power) took Care 
to go light and ready for whatever might offer, there 
were ſome, and particularly of thoſe who came with 
Nervaez, who gave themſelves up to Pillage, with- 
out the leaſt Conſideration, finding Fault with the 
Narrowneſs of their Knapfacks, and the ſmall Depti 
of their Pockets, loading their Shoulders beyond 
what they were well able to bear. A Permiſſion in 
which all the Military Care and Circumſpection of 
Cortes ſeemed to be aſleep : For he could not poſlibly 
be ignorant, that rich Booty to a Soldier is not only 
an outward Embaraſment when there is Occaſion to 

i a engage, 
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engage, but likewiſe and Obſtruction to his Cou- 
rage: It being much eaſier for thoſe who have not 
a very great Regard for their Duty; to part with 
their Honour than with their Prize. | 00 

Wr have no other Excuſe to make for him, but 
that he was perſuaded that he ſhould be able to ex- 
ecute his March without meeting with any Oppo- 
ſition; and if this Security, which does not ſeem to 
have been his natural Diſpoſition, had any Relation 
to the Prediction of the Aſtrologer, it muſt not be 
looked upon as a new Indiſcretion, but as a ſecond + 
Inconvenience attending the firſt Fault of heatken- 
ing to him. | 


% ͥ i. bs. POR,» ba, ee WES 


$4 Ir was little leſs than Midnight when they 
to marched out of their -Quarters, without the Centi- 
ce, nels or advanced Guards finding any Thing to give 
his them the leaſt Suſpicion : And notwithſtanding both 
nd the Wetneſs of the Weather and Darkneſs of the 
not Night favoured their Intention of marching cauti- 
7 ag ouſly, and freed them from any Jealoufy of the 
ald, Enemy's continuing abroad in their Works, they 
ave ſo punctually obſerved Silence and Circumſpection, 
tho that Fear itſelf could not have wrought what Obe- 
ſaw dience and Diſcipline did in thoſe Soldiers. The 
Care portable Bridge went with the Van-Guard, and thoſe 
here who had the Charge of it, laid it over the firſt Ca- 
with nal; but the Weight of the Horſe and the Artillery 
vith- made it ſtick ſo faſt in the Stones which ſupported 
| the it, that they were by no Means able to remove it 
epth to the other Canals, as they had deſigned ; nor had 
yond they indeed an Opportunity to do it; for before the 


Army had all paſs'd the firſt Breach of the Cauſey, 
they were obliged to take to their Arms with the 
ſlibly greateſt Precipitation, being aſſaulted on every 
only ide, when they leaſt of all ſuſpected any ſuch 


On to Matter - 
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Tat Addreſs with which thoſe Barbarians dif. 
poſed their Enterprize, was very worthy of Admi- 
ration. They obſerved with a diſſembled Vigilance 
the Motions of their Enemies. They aſſembled 
and diſtributed without Noiſe the unmanageable 
Multitude of their Troops. They took Advantage 
of the Silence and Darkneſs of the Night to com- 
paſs their Intention of drawing near without being 
diſcovered. They covered the whole Length of 
the Lake on each Side of the Cauſey with arm'd 
Canoes ; beginning the Attack with fo little Confu. 
ſion, and ſuch good Order, that the Spaniard 
heard their Shouts, and the warlike Sound of 
their Shells, almoſt at the ſame Time that they fel 
the Sharpneſs of their Arrows. 

_ Corrs and his whole Army had undoubtedly 
been deſtroy'd, if the Indians had obſerv*d the fame 
good Order in the Heat of the ment, as 
they did in the Beginning of the Attack : But to 
them Moderation and Diſcipline were a Conſtraint, 
and when once they began to be enrag*d, Obedience 
ceas'd, and Cuftom prevaiPd ; they charg'd in 
Heaps upon that Part where they perceived the 
Bulk of the Army; preſſing upon each other after 
ſuch a Manner, that their Canoes were broke to 
Pieces by ſtriking upon the Cauſey ; and the Vio- 
lence of thoſe who were furiouſly endeavouring to 
advance, proved a ſecond Danger to the foremoſt. 
The Spaniards made terrible Deſtruction among 
that naked and diſorderly Multitude; but they had 
not Strength ſufficient to hold out fuch inceſſant 
_ Exerciſe of their Swords and Spears: Nor was i 
long before they found themſelves likewiſe attack'd 
in Front; and were obliged to turn their Faces 
towards that Part where the Danger grew moſt 
prefling ; for the Indians who were at a Diſtance, 


or who could not bear the Tediouſneſs of the 2 
ung 
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flung themſelves -into the Water, and by the Help 
of their Arms, and natural Agility, climb'd up 
upon the Cauſey in ſuch Numbers, that they were 
not able to make uſe of their Weapons; and this 


new Aſſault proved a Relief to the Spaniards; for 


the Mexicans. were eaſily routed, and all of them. 
in 2 Manner being killed, their Bodies were ſuf-, 
ficient to fill up the Canal, with no other Trou- 
ble than the flinging them in, where they ſerved 
to ſupply the Want of a Bridge for the Army to 
paſs over. After this Manner ſome of our Writers 


relate it; tho* others ſay, That they luckily found 


2 Beam of ſufficient Breadth, which the Enemy 
had left whole in the ſecond Bridge, on which the. 
Soldiers paſs d over in Files, guiding the Horſes. 
Ithro* the Water by the Bridles. After what Man- 
ner ſoever it happened, (for it is not eaſy to recon- 


cile theſe different Accounts, nor indeed do all of 


them deſerve Reflection) they overcame the Diffi- 


culty of this Paſs by their indefatigable Induſtry, or 
good Fortune, and the Vanguard proſecuted their 
March without being much retarded by the laſt 


nal; for the Water being ſhallower by the Neigh- 


dourhood of the Shore, they could eafily wade, 


ro' the Remainder of the Lake; eſteeming it as 


particular Piece of good Fortune, that the. 


Enemy, out of ſuch Multitudes of People as they 
ad to ſpare, had not ſent any Troops to the other 
dide ; for that would have occaſioned a new, and 
ar more dangerous Diſpute for thoſe who were 
aking to the Shore wounded, and half ſpent with 

he Water above their Middle: But this came not 
within the Compaſs of their Conſideration, neither, 
probably, did they diſcover the Army's March till 
t was to late; or, what may be moſt likely, their 
onfuſion and Diſorder was ſo great, that. they 
| M 3 could 
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could not think of all the Meaſures neceſſary to ob. 
Corres paſs'd with the firſt Body of his People, 
and ordering Juan de Xaramillo to take Care to 
form the Men as faſt as they arrived, he returned 
without Delay to the Cauſey, with the Captain: 
Gonzalo de Sondoval, Chriſtoval de Olid, Alonſo Da. 
vila, Franciſco de Morla, and Gonzalo Dominguez. 
He entered into the Engagement, animating thoſe 
who fought, as well by his Preſence! as by his 
Example: He reinforced his Troop with as many 
Soldiers as he thought neceſſary to ſtop the Enemy, 
on both Sides of the Cauſey, and ordered the reſt 
to file off from the Centre, cauſing the Artillery 
to be thrown into the Water to free the Paſſage, 
and facilitate the March. His Valour did much in 
this Diſpute; but his Mind ſuffered much more, when 
in the midſt of this frightful Obſcurity he Heard the 
Voices of Spaniards calling upon God in the lat 
Moments of their Life, whoſe Lamentations con- 
fuſedly mix'd with the Shouts and Threats of the 
Indians, caus'd another terrible Conflict in his Breaſt 


between the Impulſes of Anger and the Motions of 


Pity and Compaſſion. Pr lh | 

THESE melancholy Sounds came from a Part of 
the City, where it was wholly impracticable to give 
any Relief, by Reaſon the Enemy; who were 
rowing up and down. upon the Lake, had taken 
Care to deſtroy the portable Bridge, before the 
Rear-guard had all paſs'd; and there it was the 
Spaniards ſuffered moſt : For the chief Body of the 
Mexicans clos'd with them; obliging them to retreat 
to the Cauſey, cutting in Pieces all the hinder- moſt 
and leaſt cireumſpect, who, for the maſt Part, 
were of the Number of thoſe who were wanting in 
their Duty, and had evaded entering into the Fight 
for the ſake of the Gold which they had * 

5 rom 
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from the Quarters. Theſe died ignominiouſly, 
hugging and embracirfs the miſerable Load which 
made them Cowards in the Engagement, and tardy 
in their Flight, not ovly loſing their own.worthleſs 
Lives, but blemiſhing the Character of their. Na- 
tion, and bringing an unjuſt, Reflection upon the 
whole Expedition; for they paſſed in the Account 
of the Dead, as Men who. had ſold their Lives at 
a dearer Rate, whereas in Equity and Reaſon Cow- 


» 4 - 


Conquer d. 


Cox ks at. laſt retir'd with all Ware pick up, | 


of the Rear-guard, and as he was. penetrating thro?; 
the ſecond. Space of the Cauſey, with. little or no 
Oppoſition, he was joined by Pedro de Alvarado, 
who owed his Life to little leſs. than a. Miracle 5 
Activity and Reſolution: For having found, himſelf 
cloſely beſet on every Side, his Horſe killed under, 


him, and one of the Canals ſtill before him in has 


Way, he 6d his Lance, or Spear, in the Bottom of 
the Lake, and edi inte Body by a notable 
Spring of his Feet, poizing and ſupporting his 
Weight in the Air by the Strength XY his Arms, 
with a deſperate Leap caſt, himſelf on the other 
Side: A ſurprizingly bold Action, and which has 
fince been looked upon as ſomething ſurpaſſing 
Nature; and Alvarado himſelf, when he afterwards 
reflected upon the enormous Diſtance, and the, Suc- 
ceſs he had met with in the Attempt, eafily became 
ſenſible, of the Niſpropartion there was between the 
Fact itſelf and the Feaſibility of it. Bernal Diaz 


de! Caſtillo, in his Hiſtory, ſeems: to doubt of the 


Truth of this unaccountable Leap, making no 
Scruple of treating it ac a mere Fiction, and. indeed 
actually contradicts the whole, the' he does not 


expreſs himſelf after a very regular Manner 3 for at 


firit he ſlightly paſſes over this Circumſtance, and 
. M f 


4 anon 


ards ought not to be counted in the Number of the 


\ 
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anon returns to it again, with the Diffidence of 
one who is afraid of being in the wrong, or repents 
his having given into the Belief of it with too much 
Facility. But in our Opinion it is lefs eaſy to be- 
lieve that Alvarado ſhould feign ſuch a ſtrange 
Story, and father upon himſelf an Action which, 


if ever ſo much taken for granted, would at the 


beſt only give an Opinion of his Agility, but could 
add no Manner of Reputation to his Valour. We 
relate no more than what has been credited and 
affirm'd by Writers, and authoriz'd by Tradition, 
that Place being ſtill known. under the Denomina- 


. tain of Alvarado's Leap; nor do we find any great 
| Difficulty in believing, upon this Occaſion, as in 


ſeveral others, that Truth may be conſiſtent with 
Improbability : And confidering the Extremity to 


which Pedro de Alvarado then found himſelf re- 


duced, the Thing appears leſs wonderful, as being 


not ſo much an Action abſolutely beyond the 


Power of a Man to perform, as an extraordinary 
Effort of a Perſon driven to the laſt Neceſſty. 


114; 
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"CHAP. XIX. 


Cortes marches the Road towards Tlaſcala. 
Some Troops from the. circumjacent Towns 
follow the Army at a Diſtance, till being 
join d by the Mexicans, 4who likewiſe purſue 
bim, they attack his Rear, and oblige bim to 
take Refuge in a Temple. 


T* Army gain'd the firm Land with the firſt 


Appearance of the Day, and halted near Ta- 
cuba, not without ſome Jealopſy of that Toms 
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which was very populous, and in the Intereſt of 


the Mexicans; but they took Care not immediately 
to quit the Neighbourhood of the Lake, that they 


might give Time to thoſe who could eſcape from 


the Battle to ſave themſelves: Nor was that Pre- 


caution unneceſſary; for ſeveral Spaniards and Tlaſ- 
calans found the Advantage of that Stop, who by 
their Valour and good Management got off by 


Tusk gave the General an Account that the laſt 


and Cortes having drawn up his Troops, found that 
he had loft about two Hundred Spaniards, more 
than one Thouſand Tlaſcalans, forty-ſix Horſes, - 


and Obſcurity of the Night, were treated as Ene- 
mies by thoſe of their own Nation. The Spaniards. 
were fatigued and diſcouraged, their Numbers di- 


Moment to be attack*d, and the Place of their Re- 
treat far off; and among ſo many Motives of 
Concern, their Misfortune received a greater Ad- 
dition by the Loſs of ſome principal Captains, in 
which Number thoſe of the greateſt Note were, 
Amador de Larez, Franciſco de Morla, and Franciſco 
de Salcedo, who loſt their Lives, diſcharging. their 
Duties with extraordinary Valour. Juan Velaſquez 


guard, likewiſe loſt his Life, oppreſs'd by Multi- 
tudes, ſhewing an invincible Courage even to the 
lateſt Gaſp: A Loſs which was generally lament- 
ed; for all Men reſpected him, as the Second Per- 
lon in the Army. He was an Officer of very great 
Uſe, as well for his Advice as for his Readineſs to 
execute; ſomewhat reſerved in this Manner, but 
ſincere 


ſwimming to the Shore, where they hid themſelves 
in the Fields of Maix till the Morning. 


Diviſion of the Rear-guard was intirely cut off; 


and all the Mexican Priſoners, which laſt, not being 
able to make themſelves known in the Confuſion: 


miniſhed, and the Artillery all loſt, expecting every. 


de Leon, who retreated in the very laft of the Rear- 
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ſincere and upright; grave without being diſagree- 


able or formal; on all Occaſions a' ſtti Lover of 
Truth, and had a Mind ſo noble and generous, that 


he followed Cortes, and forſook his Kinfitian Diego 


Velaſquez, merely becauſe he looked upon the Pro- 
ceedings of the one too raſh and unreaſonable, and 
found thoſe of the other to be juſc and honourable; 


He died with the Character of a Perſon very neceſſary 


in this Conqueſt, was often remembered, and uni- 
verſally regretted. C 
Cons ſat down upon a Stone to reſt himſelf 
a little, while his Captains were putting the Troops 
in Order, and diſpoſing them to proſecute their 
March. He found himſelf ſo oppreſſed with in- 
ward Concern, that he never more than now ſtood 
in Need of all his Magnanimity and Reſolution to 


temper his Grief, and ſuit it to the preſent Poſture 


of Affairs. He ſummoned up all his Conſtancy to 


his Affiſtance, begging a Truce of his melancholy 
Reflections: But at the ſame Time that he gave 


his Orders, animated his People, and exerted him- 
ſelf with his wonted Alacrity, and peculiar Viva- 
city, his Eyes let fall Tears, which' he was not 
able to conceal from thoſe who were about him; 
a manly Weakneſs; which, as it expreſs'd a ten- 


der Concern for the common Cauſe, could not caſt 


any manner of Blemiſh upon his Courage. It 


muſt certainly have been a Spectacle worthy of 


Admiration, to behold that renowned Leader ſo 
ſenſibly 'tonch*d, without the leaſt. Abatement of 
his undaunted Reſolution, and his Countenance all 


| bathed in Tears without loſing any Part of the Air 


of a Conqueror. | 
Hx inquired for the Aſtrologer, whether in order 
to reprimand him for the Part he had in haftening 
the March, or to divert his Melancholy by rallying 
him upon his Science; but he was told that 1 — 
| , 
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killed in the firſt Aſſault of the Cauſey, that Wretch 
having met the Fate common to thoſe of his Pro- 
feſſion. We ſpeak not of thoſe who really under- 
ſtand the Foundation of that Art, making Uſe of 
the ſame by the Rules of Reaſon; but of thoſe who 
take upon them the Character of judicial Aſtrolo- 


gers or Diviners: A Set of Men, who for the Ge- 


nerality live wretchedly, and die miſerably; ever 
ſolicitous about other People's Happineſs, and al- 
ways unhappy: themſelves; infomuch that one of 
the Claſſick Authors takes upon him to ſay, That 
the very Inclination to'a vain Obſervation of th Stars, 
is 4 ſufficient: Argument to induce ons to believe, that 
the Perſon who' bas chat Curioſity was born under an 
evil Plauer. Ate core nobhilt to ee 

Bur in the Midſt of theſe Misfortunes, it was 
no ſmall Conſolation to Hernan Cortes, and the 
whole Army, that Donna Marina and Geronimo de 
Aguilar had found Means to eſcape from the Battle, 


in the terrible Confuſion of that Night, they being 


the principal Inſtruments of the Conqueſt, and no 
leſs neceſſary at this Time than they had been be- 
fore; for without them it was altogether impoſſible 
to ſtir up or engage the Friendſhip of the Nations 
they were going to ſecek. Nor was it leſs happy, 
that the Mexicans did not follow the Chace; for 
they gave Time to the Spaniards to breathe” after 
their Fatigue, and to march in betten Order, and 


with leſs Haſte, mounting the diſabled Men on the 


Cruppers of the Horſes. This Stop of the Mexi-- 
cans proceeded from an unthought-of Accident, 
which may be attributed to the Providence of God. 
The Sons of Motezuma, who had attended their 
Father during his Continuance in the Quarters, to- 
gether with all the Mexican Priſoners who were left 
under Convoy with the Baggage, were unfortu- 
nately killed by the Enemy; and in the Morning 


the 


a Fe — — 


— * — . — — 
. . —— — —— — 


— — — 
— 


N — — 2 — 
— —U— Ao UE — 


\$ ; 
4 14 
1 | 
q 

3 

\ 

1 

U 

| 
j 

i 

[ 

1 

N 

; 

| 

1 

N 


—— — 


. — 


— — 


DIG — Wm Cp ors > 7 r 


172 We HIS ToRY of the Book IV. 


the Indians, allured by the Spoils of the Dead, be- 
held, pearced thro* with their own Arrows, the 
Bodies of thoſe unhappy Princes, whom they re- 
verenced with that ſame kind of Adoration they 
once did their deceaſed Father. They ſtood 
amaz'd, ſtupified, and confounded at the Sight, 
without daring to pronounce the Cauſe of their 
Aſtoniſhment. Thoſe who. firſt ſaw it drew back, 
that others might approach, and all in general were 
mute, expreſſing their Surprize by Silence. How- 
ever, it was not long before the News was carried 
thro* the Troops, and they were all ſeized with 


Fear and Amazement ; the Uſe of their Senſes and 


Paculties being for ſome time ſuſpended, with that 


kind of ſudden Terror, which the Ancients called, 


Panick Fear. The Mexican Chiefs reſolved to ſend 


an Account of this'to the new Emperor; and he, 


who was forced to affect a Concern out of Com- 
Pliance with. thoſe whoſe Grief was unfeigned, 
commanded the Army to halt; beginning the 


Ceremony of the Funeral Outcries and Lamenta- 


tions which uſed to precede” the Obſequies, whilſt 
the Prieſts, followed by all who had remained in 
the City, came to receive the Royal Bodies, in 
order to conduct them to the Burying-place of 
their Anceſtors. It was to the Death of thoſe 
Princes that the Spaniards were indebted for the 
firſt Recovery from their Confuſion, and that ſea- 
ſonable Reſpite : But they lamented their untimely 


Fate as one of the greateſt Loſſes that could have 


befallen them; and particularly Cortes, who, in 
thoſe Princes, loved and reſpected the Memory of 


their Father, and had founded Part of his Hopes 


in the Right of the Elder. 


CorTEs in the mean while directed his March 


towards Tlaſcala, with Guides of that Nation, his 
Army continually in Battle Array, as not Wu 
without 
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without Suſpicion of ſome Deſign in the Enemy's 
Delay; and upon ſuch Occaſions Diffidence and 
Fear is oftner attended with Succeſs than is a too 
confident Security. _- | | 

. Ir was not long before ſome Bands of arm'd 
Indians appeared, who followed the Army, with- 
out approaching within Shot. "Theſe were the In- 
habitants of Tacuba, Eſcapuzalco, and  Tenecuya, 
whom' the Mexicans had ſummoned out to obſerve 
the Spaniards on the March, till ſuch time as they 
had diſcharged themſelves of their Duty towards 
the Sons of Motezuma. A politick Contrivance in 
thoſe barbarous People! However, theſe were but 
a ſmall Annoyance to the Spaniards upon the 
Road; for they always kept at a Diſtance: So 
that they only offended with their ſcurrilous Lan- 
guage and Shouts: But they continued this Kind 


of Harmleſs Hoſtility, till the whole Multitude of 


the Mexicans came up; at which Time they all 
inſtantly united, and advancing with their cu- 
ſtomary Swiftneſs, made ſo briſk and fo reſolute 
an Attack upon the Army, that they were all ob- 
liged to face about to repulſe them. 

Corrs extended his Front, where he poſted his 
Fire-Arms and Croſs-Bows, being obliged to en- 
gage in the open Field, without having any Place 
of Security to retire to. As many of the Indians 
as had Courage enough to venture near, died, 
without any Diſcouragement to the reſt. Tha 
Horſe ſallied out to ſkirmiſh, and made a very 
great Slaughter: But the Number of the Enemy 
continually increaſed, and their Arrows and Slings 
did conſiderable Damage from afar. The Spaniards 
were tired and without Hopes of repulſing that 
enormous Multitude; and now their Valour began 
to ſlacken for Want of Strength, when Cortes, who 
behaved himſelf in the Battle like a Soldier, with- 


our 
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out forgetting the Duty of a General, obſerved a 
certain riſing Ground at no great Diſtance. from 
thence, which commanded the whole circumjacent 
Plain. Upon the Top of that Eminence was 2 
towered Building, which appeared like à Fortreſs, 
or at leaſt the Exigence in which he found himſelf, 
made him fancy it as ſuch. He reſolved to poſſeſs 
himſelf of this Poſt for the Advantage of its Situa- 
tion 3 and detaching a Party of Men to reconnoitre 
it, he moved with the Army in order to gain it, 
which he did not find could be effected without 
Difficulty, being obliged to face the Enemy all the 
while aſcending the Hill; and to place ſome Com- 
panies of Harquebuſiers to defend the Avenues; 
but he happily compaſb d his Deſign, | 

Himſelf. of the Tower without Reſiſtance, and in 


that found all the Advantages, which at.that Time 


his Imagination could frame. | 
Ir was a Temple dedicated to the Syſvan Deities, 
to which thoſe Barbarians recommended the Fer- 
tility of their Harveſts. The Prieſts and Servants 
who attended the abominable Worſhip. of that 
Place, had quitted it, flying from the Neighbour- 
hood of War, as People of a different Profeſſion. 
The Court of this Temple was ſufficiently capaci- 
ous, encompaſſed with a Wall, after their Manner 
of building, which, together with the Towers 
wherewith it was flanked, rendered it tolerably de- 
fenſible. Under the Shelter of theſe Works, which 
was looked upon as an impregnable Fortreſs, the 
er, began to breathe. They lifted up their 
yes and Hearts towards Heaven, receiving this 
timely Relief from the imminent Perils to which 
they had been expoſed, as an immediate Succour 


from Divine Providence: Nor did this pious Re- 


flection ceaſe to remain with them even after the 
Danger was all over; for in Memory of the ſignal 


Service 


— 'Y 1 1 3 


1 ˙ A ˙²˙ . 


S 


Book IV. mu, of 8 ICO. 17.5 


Service that Temple did them, in affording them 
1 in an Exigence wherein they were near bo- 

g reduced to the laſt Extremity,- they erected 
* ds in that very Place a Hermitage, with 
the Invocation of the Bleſſed Virgin, which is known 
to this Day by the Name of Neuſtra Sennora de las 
Remedios, Where People daily find Relief in their 
Neceſſities; and where, in the Devotion of the 
Faithful, who are Inhabitants of thoſe Parts, may 
be ſeen the Acknowledgment and grateful Remem- 
brance they retain of ſo great a Benefit. 

Tux Enemy did not dare to mount the Hill, nor 
did they give any Signs of their intending an Aſ- 
fault : But they approached within Muſket Shot, 
begirting the Eminence on all Parts, and made 
ſome Advances to ſhoot their Arrows, wounding, 
for the moſt Part, the Air,. and ſometimes the 
Walls, as if it were to chaſtize them for oppoſing 
their Vengeance. In the mean Time nothing was to 
be heard but barbarous Shouts and Menaces, where- 
by they endeavoured to conceal the Defects of their 
Valour, and which ſerved only to diſcover their 
Weakneſs. They were, with little Trouble, kept 
off till the Evening began to approach, at which 
Time they all retired, and took the Road 'towards 
Mexico; whether it was to com ply with the Obſer- 
ration 'of their Cuſtom, of retiring with the Sun, 
or that they found themſelves tired with having 
been in a Manner continually engaged from Mid- 
night till then. It was diſcovered from the Top 
of the Towers, that they halted in the Middle of 
the Plain, and dividing into ſeveral Bodies, endear 
voured to conceal themſelyes; as if they had not 
given ſufficient Evidence of their Intention, 
publiſhed, by the Manner of their on that 
they left the Diſpute in Suſpence. 
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:. CorTxs diſpoſed every Thing in his Quarters 
with all the Care and Circumſpection that a Night 
ſo unſecure, and a Poſt ſo threatened, obliged him, 


He ordered the Guards and Centinels to be ſooner 


relieved than ordinary, that all might have their 
Share of Reſt. - They made ſome Fires, as well 


| becauſe the Coldneſs of the Seaſon required this Re- 


lief, as to conſume the Arrows of the Mexicans, 
thereby to deprive the Enemy of that Ammuni- 
tion. . SY 3 

He gave a ſmall Refreſhment to the People of 
the Proviſions found in the Temple, and what the 


Indians had ſaved with the Baggage. Particular 


Care was taken of the Cure of the Wounded, which 
was attended with no ſmall Difficulties in a Place 
where all Neceſſaries were wanting; but they ap- 
Plied ſuch Remedies as the Place afforded, and 
which in ſome Meaſure ſupplied the Want of more 
proper Medicines, by aſſwaging their Pain, and the 
Horſe-Cloths ſerved for Lint and Bandage. 

_ © CorTEs took Care of all, but ſtill without for- 
getting the Danger to which he lay expoſed ; and 
before he would retire to take the leaſt Repoſe, he 
aſſembled his Officers to conſult with them what 
was to be. done in this Juncture. He had already 
formed his Reſolution, but he always evaded de- 
ciding in hazardous Matters, and he was a great 
Maſter at bringing People over to what was reaſon- 
able, without ſhewing his own Opinion, or making 


Uſe of his Authority. He propoſed different Me- 


thods which- might be taken, with the ſeveral In- 
conveniences attending them, leaving them to judge 
which Expedient was moſt adviſeable. He began 

intimating, That ſuch Difficulties as thoſe in 
* which they had been engaged all that Evening, 


« yere not to be overcome a ſecond Time; neither 


could they ever again, without apparent Raſhnels, 


<<- undertake 
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« undertake a Mareh, with the Oppoſition of an 
« Army ſo ſuperior to them in Number, and un- 
der the Neceſſity of fighting and retiring at the 
« ſame Time: That to avoid being again forced 
« to a Reſolution ſo dangerous, and accompanied 
« with ſo many Inconveniencies, he had ſome 
Thoughts of attacking the Enemy in their Lodg- 
ment under Favour of the Night; but he was 
of Opinion, that it would be but a fruitleſs La- 
„ bour, ſince at the beſt, they ſhould only oblige 
the Multitude to diſperſe for the preſent, who 
would not fail to join again, from which Me- 
thod of theirs had proceeded the Tediouſneſs of 
* that War: That he had thought afterwards of 
* maintaining the Poſt they were in, till ſuch Time 
ag the Mexicans ſhould be tired with keeping the 
« Field; but that the Want of Proviſions, which 
they already ſuffered, likewiſe rendered that Me- 
e thod impraCticable.”* And laſtly he told them, 
(and this was what he had determined upon) * That 
de he had been thinking whether or no it would 
not be the beſt Way to march that ſame Night, 
and get two or three Leagues from thence by 
Morning; that the Enemy, according to their 
* Cuſtom, not moving till Sun-riſing, they ſnould 
have the Advantage of gaining Ground without 
* any farther Trouble; and in caſe the Mexicans 
* ſhould reſolve to follow the Purſuit, they would 
* not be able to overtake them before they had 
* tired themſelves, and it would be eaſter to conti- 
* nue the Retreat with a leſs vigorous Oppoſition. 
But conſidering that the Troops were in ſo bad 
* a Condition, wearied and near ſpent, it would be 
a Piece of unreaſonable Inhumanity to put them 
without new Cauſe, upon the Fatigue of an un- 
* ſeaſonable March, in a dark Night, and uncer- 
* tain Road: However, that the preſent Exigence 
Ye. ih. N they 
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e they were in, required extraordinary Remediez, 


and a ſpeedy Reſolution; and in a Caſe where 
* nothing was ſecure, they were to weigh the {c- 
0 veral Difficulties, and to chuſe that which was at- 
* tended by the feweft Inconveniencies.” 

Hz had fcarce finiſhed his Diſcourſe, when al! 
the Captains agreed, That no other Reſolution waz 
practicable, and that they ran the leaſt Hazard in 
reſolving to proceed on their March without fur- 
ther Delay than what was abſolutely neceſſary, mean- 
ing ſome Hours of Reft to refreſh the People; and 
it was determined to begin the March at Midnight; 
Cortes conforming bimfelt to what was really hi 
own Opinion, tho? he treated it as the Opinion of 
others. A ſubtil Piece of Policy which he was ac. 
cuſtomed to make Uſe of, in order to prevent Di- 
putes when the Affair was urgent, and admitted of 
no Delay, and which only thoſe can praftiſe who 
underſtand the Art of deciding by aſking Advice, 
and of making a Propofal in foch a Manner as to 
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The Spaniards continue their Retreat. The 
undergo great Fatigue and Difficulties, Tit 
Army reaches the Vally of Otumba, «here, 
in a pitched Battle, the whole Power 
Mexico is utterly defeated. 


AVE before the appointed Hour, the Troops 
were affembled, having ſlept in Fear, and 
waked without Difficulty. The Order to march, 
and the Reaſon for ſo doing, were given at * ſame 

ime; 


\ 
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Time; upon which they all diligently prepared for 


their ſetting out, applauding the Prudence of the 
Reſolution. Cortes ordered, that as a Blind to con- 
ceal from the Enemy their Motion, they ſhould 
leave all the Fires burning ; and giving to Diego de 
Ordaz the Charge of the Van-Guard, with ſome 
truſty and intelligent Guides, he placed his chief 
Strength in the Rear, where he himſelf remained, 
that he might be nearer the Danger, and by his 
Care and Vigilance, be a Security to thoſe who 
paſs'd before. They ſet forward with all neceſſary 

aution, and the Guides being ordered to keep at 
ſome Diſtance from the High Road, till the Morn- 
ing, they marched a little more than half a League 
without the Silence of the Night being interrupted 
by the leaſt Noiſe. 2 

Bur, upon their entring into a broken and hilly 
Ground, the Scouts fell into an Ambuſh, which the 


very People who endeavoured to hide themſelves, 


knew not how to conceal ; for they gave Notice of 
the Danger beforehand, both by Shouts and Stones, 
Divers Troops of Indians came pouring down from 
the Eminences, and ruſhing out from among the 
Buſhes, and without Order, attacked on the Flanks; 
and notwithſtanding they were not ſo numerous as 
to oblige the Army to halt, yet the Spaniards were 
neceſſitated to beat off the moſt daring of the Enemy 
who ventured neareſt, to break through ſeveral Am- 
buſcades, and to diſpute divers narrow Paſſes. The 
Spaniards were apprehenſive at firſt, that it was a 
ſecond Attack of the whole Army, which they had 
left on the other Side of the Temple; and ſome of 
our Writers report this Action as a Purſuit madg 
by thoſe Mexicans : But theſe intermitted and looſe 
Attacks were not agreeable to their Manner of fight- 
ing, nor to what they afterwards did: And in our 
Opinion, they were the Militia of the neighbouring 
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Towns, who, by previous Orders received from 
Court, endeavoured to diſturb the Army's March, 
poſting themſelves in the broken Parts of the Road: 
For if the Mexicans had diſcovered the Retreat, they 
would have come all in a Body as they were accu- 


ſtomed to do; they would, with their united Force, 


have begun the Attack in the Rear, and not have 
divided themſelves into fmall Companies, convert- 
ing the War into a few light Skirmiſhes. | 
Wiru this kind of Oppoſition, which was rather 
troubleſome than dangerous, the Army advanced 
two Leagues; and a little before Day, they halted 
in another Temple, leſs capacious, and ſituated 
upon an Eminence not altogether ſo high as the 
former, but of ſufficient Height to view the Coun- 
try round about, and by the Number of Enemies 
. they ſhould diſcover, to judge what Meaſures and 
Reſolutions. were propereſt to be taken for their Se- 
curity. The Light of the Morning did not only 
- diſcover what Sort of Indians they had to deal with, 


but likewiſe the Diſorder in which they were; and 


finding that what they had ſuſpected for a new 
Charge of the Enemy's Army, was no more than 
the Inſults of a deſpicable Herd of Peaſants, they 
renewed their March without farther Delay, with 
the Intent of advancing as far before the Enemy as 
poſſibly they could, in order to avoid, or at leaſt 
to render more difficult, the Purſuit of the Mexi- 
Cans. | | 

Tre Indian Peaſants continued their Shouts, fol- 
lowing the Army at a Diſtance, like frightned Dogs, 
which by barking expreſs their impotent Rage ; till 
Having advanced about two Leagues farther, they 
diſcovered a Village advantageouſly ſituated, and, 
as they believed, well peopled. Cortes pitched upon 
this Place for his Quarters, and gave Orders to his 
Troops to poſſeſs themſelves of it by Force, if they 
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could not by fair Means; but they found it wholly 
forſaken by the Inhabitants, together with ſome 
Proviſions which they could not carry off; and 
which, at that Juncture, were very neceſſary for the 
recruiting their exhauſted Strength. ; 

HRE the Army ſtayed a Day, and ſome ſay 
two; the Condition of the Wounded being ſuch, 
that they could not proceed ſooner. They made 
two Marches more through a Country ſtill more 
rocky and barren, always out of the great Road, 
and ſomewhat doubtful whether their Guides went 
right. They had no Cover, under which to paſs 
the Night; nor did the Perſecution of thoſe Indians 
_ ceaſe, who continually kept in Sight; or perhaps 
they might be others, who came out upon the firſt 
Order to follow them thro? their reſpective Di- 
ſtricts. But above all other Inconveniences in theſe 
Marches, they ſuffered Hunger and Thirſt to that De- 
gree, that they wanted little of being quite diſpirited. 
The Officers and Soldiers animated each other ; and 
Patience, ambitious of vying with Valour, us'd its 
utmoſt Efforts to withſtand thoſe ſevere Trials. 
They were forced to have Recourſe to the Herbs 
and Roots of the Field for Suſtenance, without 
examining whether they were venomous or harm- 
leſs, tho? ſuch as were the moſt prudent, governed 
themſelves by the Knowledge and Example of the 
Tlaſcalans. One of the wounded Horſes died, and 
the Want they had of that Creature's Service in the 
Army was forgot with Joy; for it was divided, as 
a particular Regale, among thoſe who were in the 
greateſt Extremity, whe celebrated the Feaſt by in- 
viting their beſt Friends to partake of that dainty 
Food. A reliſhing Banquet at that Time, at which 

all Scruples of the Stomach gave Way to Neceflityy 
Tux laſt of theſe two Marches terminated in a 
little Village, whoſe Inhabitants, without abandon- 
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ing their Dwellings like the others, gave them free 
Entrance; neither were they wanting in their Afſi- 
ſtance to them with a. ſeeming Chearfulneſs and 
Sedulity in every Thing they were ordered ; which 


Obſequicuſneſs, and unexpected Entertainment, was 


a new Stratagem of the Mexicans, that their Ene- 
mies might come leſs prepared to the Snare which 
they had provided for them, Theſe Villagers 
freely ſhewed their Stores of Proviſion, and from 
other neighbouring os. procured what was 
ſufficient to make the fatigued Spaniards. forget 
their paſt Sufferings. Early in the Morning the 
Army was already diſpoſed to aſcend the Mountain, 
which, on the other Side, declined. into the Valley 
of Otumba, thro? which they muſt of Neceſlity paſs 
to take the Road that leads to Tlaſcala. They 
obſerved ſome. Alteration in the Indians who fol- 


lowed their March; for their Shouts and Scoffs 


_ expreſſed rather a joyful Satisfaction than Indigna- 
tion: And Donna Marina took Notice, that they 
frequently ſaid, go on, Tyrants! go on; for you will 
quickly arrive at the Place where you will all vob 

Theſe Expreſſions gave them Occaſion to reflect ; 
for thoſe Words were too often repeated not to 
import ſomething particular. Some began to doubt, 
that theſe Indians, confiding in the Tlaſcalans, re- 
zoiced at the Danger to which the Spaniards were 
'marching, as having received ſome Notice that there 
had happened a Change in the Fidelity or Affection 
of that Nation. But Cortes, and thoſe of better 
Judgment and Penetration, looked upon this No- 
velty as no other than a Token of ſome Ambuſh 
that was then nearer than Tlaſcala ; for there wanted 
not Examples of the Simplicity and Eaſineſs with 
- A the Indians were wont to publiſh the very 
Thing which they endeavoured to eanceal. 
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Tk continued their March, forwarned now, 
and their Minds diſpoſed for entering upon freſh 
Action; when the advanced Guard, having reach'd 
the Mountain Top, came back with an Account, 
chat the Enemy had poſſeſſed themſelves of all the 
Valley, barring up the Paſſage to the Road whither 
chey were directing their Courſe with a moſt for- 
micable Multitude. It was the ſame Body of 
Mexicaus which they had left at the firſt Temple, 
reinforced with new Troops, and other Com- 
manders. They diſcovered in the Morning, as 
may be preſum'd by the ſucceeding Circumſtances, 


the ſudden Retreat of the Spaniards; and notwith-. 


ſtanding they did not doubt but that they ſhould 
be able to overtake them, yet they. feared, very 
conſiderately, by the Experience f that Night, 
that it would not be poſſible to di them before 
they reach*d the Tlaſcalan Territo , they went 
on ſecuring the advantageous Poſts of t 
tains: For which Reaſon they ſent Diſpatches to 
Mexico for Re- inforcement, that an Affair of ſo 
much Importance might not miſcarry for want of 
neceſſary Force; which Propoſal was fo well re- 
ceived in the City that all the Nobility inftantly ſer 
out, followed by the reſt of the Troops which 
they had aſſembled, to join the Army; and in the 
ſmall Space of Three or Four Days they divided 
themſelves by different Roads, marching under 
Shelter of the Mountains with ſuch Expedition, 
that they got before the Spaniards, and filled the 
whole Valley of Otumba, which was a very ſpaci- 
ous Plain,. where they might, undiſcovered, wait 
for the Spaniards their Enemies, and attack them 
without embaraſſing each other for want of Room. 
A Project well concerted, and as well executed; 
and which might be envyed by Leaders of greater 

| 4: Experience, 


the Monn- 
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Experience, and People better diſciplined and leſs 


barbarous. l | | | 

Ueon the firſt Intelligence it was not ſuſpected 
that they were the Mexicans ; but on the contrary, 
the Spaniards believed, as they were going up the 
Hill, that the diſperſed Troops had united them. 
ſelves in order to defend ſome Paſs; but upon 
gaining the Summit, they diſcovered a very power- 
ful Army, and in much better Order than any 
they had ſeen before, whoſe Front took up the 
whole Breadth of the Valley, whoſe Depth the 


Eye could not reach, and which was the laſt Effort 


of the Mexican Power, compoſed of various Na- 


tions, as the Diverſity of the ſeveral Colours and 
Standards denoted. The Captain-General of the 
Empire was diſtinguiſhed in the Centre of the 
Multitude, born up upon Men's Shoulders, in a 


Litter moſt ſumptuouſly adorned, in ſuch Manner, 
that being a Witneſs of every one's Behaviour, 
his Orders might be punctually executed. Upon 
his Chair or Litter, ſtood erected the Royal Standard 
of Mexico, which was not intruſted to any other 


Fand but his, and could only be brought into the 


Field in Caſes of the greateſt Exigence and Im- 
portance. The Form of this Standard was a Net 
of Maſſy Gold, hanging on a Pike, and crown'd 


with a Plume of Feathers of various Colours, both 


the one and the other myſteriouſly denoting a 
Superiority above the reſt of Hieroglyphicks of 
the leſſer Enſigns. The wavering and confuſed 
Motion of ſuch different Arms and Feathers ap- 
peared beautiful amidſt ſo many Objects of Hor- 
ror. * | 
Tux Spaniſh Army perceiving the freſh Danger 
for which they were to prepare their Minds and 
Arms, Cortes began to examine the Countenances 
of his People with that natural Fire m his eres 
Wnicl 
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which influenced their Hearts far better than Words; 


and finding them rather inſpired with a generous - 


Reſentment, than ſtruck with Fear, Our Caſe is 
* now ſuch, ſaid he, that we muſt either die or 
« conquer : The Cauſe of our God fights for us.“ 
Nor had he Time to ſay any more; for the Soldiers 


themſelves interrupted him, crying out for the 


Word of Command, in order to engage; upon 


which he only ſtay' d to give them ſome few neceſ- 


ſary Precautions, ſuch as the preſent Occaſion re- 


quired; and, as he was accuſtomed, invoking St. 
James, and St. Peter, he advanc'd with his Front 


extended, and united the Body of the Army with 
the Wings of the Horſe, who were appointed to 


defend the Flanks, and ſecure the Rear. The Fire- 
Arms and Croſs-Bows made their firſt Diſcharges 


ſo opportunely, that the Enemy had ſcarce Time 
to make Uſe of their miſſive Weapons. The 
Swords and Lances did ſtill greater Damage, the 


Horſe taking Care, at the ſame Time, to break 
and to put to Flight thoſe Troops which endeavour- 


ed to incloſe the Army. They gained ſome 
Ground by this firſt Charge. The Spaniards gave 
no Stroke without a Wound, nor any Wound 
which needed a ſecond Blow. The Tlaſcalans 
threw themſelves into the thickeſt of the Battle, 
with an inſatiable Thirſt after Mexican Blood; and 


all had ſuch Command of their Paſſions, that they 


killed with Choice ; firſt ſeeking out thoſe who 
appeared to be Leaders. But the Mexicans fought 


with great Obſtinacy, advancing, tho? not with the 
beſt Order, yet with ſurprizing Reſolution to ſup- 


ply the Places of thoſe who fell; and the Spaniards 
vere fatigued with the Slaughter of them, for the 


Battle was continually renewing with freſh Men. 


Their whole Army ſeemed to give Way when- 
ever the Cavalry charged them, or the Fire-Arms 
advanced ; 
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advanced; but they returned with new Vigour to 
recover their loſt Ground, the Multitude moving 
from Place to Place with ſuch Celerity, thar the 
whole Field appeared like a ſtormy Sea of Men; 


the perpetual Flux and Reflux ſeeming to autho- | 


rize that Simile. 7p ap 
-CorTzs fought on Horſeback, Fm 2 f re- 
lieving, with his Troop, where the greateſt Streſs. 
lay, carrying Death and Terror upon the Point of 
his Lance, whereſoever he came: But the obſtinate 
Reſiſtance of the Indians gave him no ſmall Con- 
cern; for it was not poffibly to be hoped, but that 
the Strength of his Men muſt abate with ſuch 
unintermitting Action; and reflecting upon the 
Meaſures he might take to advantage himfelf, ot 
to make his Way to the Road, he was relieved in 
this Perplexity by one of thoſe Obſervations which 
he was accuſtomed to lay up in his Mind to make 
Ufe of upon Occaſion. He remembred to have 
heard among the Mexituns, that the whole Fortune 
of their Battles depended upon the Standard Royal, 
the gaining or loſing of which decided the Fortune 
of the Day on either Side: And being not inſen- 
fible into what Diſorder and Confuſion the Enemy 
was always put by the Charge of the Cavalry, he 
took a Reſolution to make an extraordinary Effort 
for the gaining of the Imperial Standard, which 
he could very well diſtinguiſn. To this Effect he 
called for the Captains Gonzalo de Sandoval, Pedro 
de Alvarado, Chriſtoval de Olid, and Alonzo Davila, 
to follow and ſecure his Rear, together with the 
reſt of the Horſe which generally attended him. 
Having encouraged them with a ſhort Harangue, 
and given the neceſſary Inſtructions how they were 
to proceed, he advanced with little more than half 
Speed, and attacked on that Part which appeared 
weakeſt, and leaſt diſtant from the — b 
e ndians 


ydjans gave back, dreading, as they always did 
rs Shock of the Cavalry; and — 52 — = 
recover themſelves, to make a ſecond Motion, the 
$Laniards threw themſelves upon the confuſed; and 
diſyrdered Multitude with ſuch Vigour, and in 
ſuch good Order, that breaking and treading under 
Foot whole Battalions, they, without much Op- 
oſition, arrived at the Place where the Imperi 
andard was defended. by the Band of Nobles who 
were appointed for its Guard: And while the Cap- 
tains were diſperſing that numerous Guard, Cortes 
urred on his Horſe, and cloſed with the Captain 
;eneral 2 He 12 7 8 firſt Stroke 
of his 1 being erouſſy wounded, 
on the other Side of his Litter. He — ſoon for- 
faken by his Guard, and left almoſt alone, when 
Tum de Salamanca, a private Gentleman, leaped 
from his Horſe, ' put an End «o the little Life he 
had left, and ſeizing the Standard, gave it into the 
Hands of Cortes. This Juan de Salamanca was a Per- 
ſon of ſome Diſtinction in the Army, and for having, 
upon that Occaſion, done his General ſuch a Piece 
of Service, the Emperor conferred ſome: Favours 
upon him, giving him for the Creſt of his Arms 
the Plume * Feathers which crowned the Mexican 
Standard, ; 8 22800 
SeakcE did theſe Barbarians behold the Impe- 
| al Standard in the Power of the Spaniards, when 
” they ſtruck. all the reſt of their Colours; and 
1 throwing down their Arms, they betook themſelves 
\e to a precipitate Flight, ſeeking for Shelter in the 
n. ahacent Woods and Fields of Maiz. The neigh- 
e, boring Mountains were all covered with the ter- 
re tied Remnants of the Mexican Army; and in a 


alk er Moments the Field of Battle remained to the 
'itorious Spaniards, who purſued their Victory 
| 1 with 
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with all the Rigour of War, and made a moft ter. 
rible Deſtruction of the Fugitives. It was abſolutely 
neceſſary to ruin and diſperſe”, them, that they 


might not return to urite again: Anger and Re. 


ſentment urged what Conveniency dictated. On 
our Side ſome were wounded, of which Number 
Two or Three Spamards died at Tlaſcala; and 
Cortes himſelf received a Blow on his Head with x 
Stone, ſo violent that it battered his *Head-piece, 
and made a ſmall Fraction in his Skull; but the 
Hurt done by the Contuſion was ſtill greater. The 
Spoil was given to the Soldiers, Which Was very 
conſiderable; for the Mexicans came provided with 
coſtly Jewels and Ornaments, as to an affured Tri 
umph. The Hiſtory ſays, That Twenty thouſand 
Indians loſt their Lives in this Battle. Matters, 
upon ſuch Occaſions, are generally ſtretched; but 
whoever will believe that the routed Army con- 
ſiſted of above Two hundred thouſand Men, vil 
find leſs Improbability in the Greatneſs of the 
former Number. All Writers, as well Strangen 
as thoſe of our own Nation, relate this Victory a 
one of the greateſt that was obtained in the Two 
Americas. And if it were certain, St. James the 
Apoſtle fought viſibly for the Spaniards, as ſome 
Priſoners affirmed, the Slaughter of thoſe People 
would appear more credible, or leſs ſurprizing, 
although, in Truth, it was not neceſſary to have 
Recourſe to a viſible Miracle, where there appeared 
ſo many Evidences of the immediate Hand of 
God; to whoſe Power the Succeſſes of Armies 
ought ever to be attributed, with eſpecial Con- 
ſideration, ſince He has proclaimed himſelf to be 
the Lord of Hoſts; that Mortals may be fen- 
ſible that it behoves them to hope for Victory at 
his Divine Hands, and to acknowledge it to , 
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only at his Heavenly Diſpoſal, without making 
any Account of their own Strength, tho' ever ſo 
great: For ſometimes he chaſtiſes Injuftice by af- 
liſting the leſs powerful; neither ſhould any offer 
to confide in the Goodneſs of their Cauſe ; for at 
other Times he corrects thoſe whom. he moſt fa- 
yours, giving the Charge of the Stroke to an impi- 
ous and unworthy Hand. 1 
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The Army marches into the Province of Tli. 
cala, and quarters in Gualipar ; the Caziqut 
and Senators come to vifit Cortes: They cel. 
brate his Entry into their City with public 
Rejoicings ; and Cortes, by freſh Experientt, 
finds be had ſecured the Affections of th 
People. n 


ORTES gave Orders for aſſembling li 
Troops, which were ſcattered up and dov 
_/ for the Sake of pillaging. The Soldien 
took their Poſts, and purſued their March, 10 
without Suſpicion of the Enemy's rallying ; = thi 
\  oblerved 
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obſerved ſeveral Bodies of Men on the Tops of the 
Mountains; But it being impoſſible that Day to get 
clear of the Mexican Confines, and withal neceſſary 
to take, Care of the Wounded, they poſſeſſed them- 
felves of ſome Houſes, where they paſſed the 
Night, as in a Place of no great Security, and the 
next Day they found the Roads free from Enemies, 
the neighbouring Plains ſecuring them from all 
Danger of Ambuſcades ; However, they ſtill per- 
ceived. Signs of their being in an Enemy's Country, 
by the Cries and diſtant Menaces of th Mexicans, 
who after that manner, took. leave of thoſe they 


A little after, they diſcovered and entered the 


Bounds of Taſcala, known to this Day by ſome 
Remains of that famous Wall, which was built by 
the ancient Inhabitants to defend the Frontiers of 
their Country, joining together the Hills that bor- 
dered it, in al thoſe Places which Nature had 
not made inacceſſible, The. whole Army expreſs'd 
their Joy by Acclamations, upon their entering the 
Territories of this Republick, The 2 

themſelyes upon their Faces to kiſs the Earth, 
like diſconſolate Children returned to the Lap of 
their Mother. The Spaniards made their thankful 
Acknowledgments to Heaven for this Repoſe after 
ſo many Fatigues, and they all lay down near a 
Fountain, whoſe Water at that Time gained the 


Reputation of being delicate and wholeſome, from 


the Praiſes the Spaniards gave it, which have been 
particularly mentioned by ſeveral Writers; whe- 


ther it were that their violent Thirſt made it ſeem 


the more refreſhing, or that they could now allay 
it in Peace and Security. | 


In this Place Hernan Cortes made a ſhort Diſ- 


courſe, telling them „of what Importance it was 
* to preſerve the Friendſhip of the Tlaſcalans, by 
| their 
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4e their Kindneſs and Civility; and that, when they 
« came into the City, they ſhould look upon the 
« giving Offence to any one Inhabitant, as a Mat- 


ter that might endanger their common Safety.“ 
He afterwards reſolved to ſtop by the Way to 


gain Intelligence, and diſpoſe Matters for his Entry 


with the Knowledge and Permiſſion of the Senate; 


and accordingly, at Noon he halted at Cualipar, a 
conſiderable Town in thoſe Days. The Inhabitants 
met them at ſome Diſtance, to ſhew their Good- 


will, offering their Houſes, and whatever. elſe they 


had Occaſion for, with ſo much Reſpect and Sub- 
miſſion, that the moſt Jealous acknowledged there 
could be no room to ſuſpect a People of Artifice, 
who gave ſuch Proofs of their Sincerity. Corte 
accepted the Invitation, and quartered his Soldiers 
with all the Caution that was neceſſary to be per- 


fectly ſecure. 


treat and Succeſs: But Fame had already carried 
the News of his Victory; and almoſt at the ſame 


Time came his great Friend Magiſcatzin, the blind - 
MFhicotencal, with his Son and others, to viſit him on 
the part of the Republick. ' Mag:ſtatzin advanced 
before the reſt, caſting himſelf into his Arms, and 


then ſtepping back, that he might behold and ad- 
mire him, as one that ſcarce believed he had the 
Happineſs to ſee him alive. The blind X7cotencal, 
the Sound, made his Way with his 

ands, expreſſing his Affection after a more ten- 
der manner; for having informed himſelf by the 
Touch, he ſhewed his Satisfaction by a Flood of 
Tears, the only way by which his Eyes could 
teſtify his Joy. The reſt came after, whilſt the 
firſt went to congratulate the Captains and Soldiers 


of their Acquaintance. On this Occaſion, = 


ca 


Hrs firſt Care after this was to ſend two T,. 
calan with an Account to the Senate of his Re- 
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cal the, Younger diſtinguiſhed himſelf, by appearing 


ſomewhat dillatisfied, and reſerved in his Compli- 
ments; and altho? it was attributed at. that-Time 


peared that he preſerved in his Mind the Diſtruſt of 
2, reconciled, F riend, and the ungrateful Remem- 
brance of having been conquered. Hernan Cortes 
went aſide with the Senators and found in their Con- 
rerſation and Behaviour all the Delicacy of Man: 
ners, Which could haye been. expected from a Peo- 
ple of the greateſt Politeneſs. They informed him, 
that they had already got together their Troops to 
ſuccour him againſt the common Enemy, and were 
ready to march with thirty thouſand Men to ſecure 


leges committed in that ſeditious War. They re- 
gretted the Death of the Spaniards, and particularly 
of Juan Velaſquez de Leon, whom they loved, as 
being ſenſible of his good. Qualities. They con- 
demned the barbarous Conſpiracy of the Mexicans z 
and, laſtly, offered to aſſiſt him in his Revenge 
with all their Forces, and . thoſe of their Allies; 


A. dc RES Co 


the Spaniards, but likewiſe Vaſſals of their King, 
and ſo were doubly obliged to obey his Miniſter's 


ner they concluded their Diſcourſe, nicely diſtin- 
guiſhing betwixt the. two Obligations of Friendſhip 
and Vaſſalage, and declaring themſelves bound by 
Loyalty, to what they were before engaged by In- 
clination. Cortes made great Acknowledgments for 


rom their Diſcourſe, they not only retain'd their 
00d-will for the Spaniards, but had improved it 
to an Eſteem: For the Loſs they ſuſtained at 
heir marching out of Mexico, was locked on as 


Vol. II. O an 


to the Ruggedneſs of a military Man, it ſoon ap- 


his Retreat. They expreſſed a great Concern for 
his Wounds, looking on them as ſo many Sacri- 


adding, That they were now not only Friends of 


Orders, and die by his Side. And after this man- 


their Offers; and by all that could be gathered . 
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an Keck of War, and was wholly effaced by 
the Victory of 8 which was admired in 72. 


cala as a Frodig of Valour, and the chief Glory of 


the Retreat. They prop ofed;” that he ſhould im- 
mediatel: £0 to the City, where His Quarters were 
Ls 3 nevertheleſs "they readily conſented to 


SS + 


Tur Flom continued third: fey in Calbe, 
being liberally ſupplyed with every thing that ws 
neceſſary, at the Charge of the Republic. Aﬀer 
which, the Wounded being ſomewhat? recovered, 
Cortes gave Notice to the City, and prepared to 
march. The Spaniards put 6h all their Finery tha 
Day, adorning themſelves with the Jewels aud 
Plumes of the vanquiſhed- Mexicans; an 'outwarl 
Shew which declared the Importance of the Vic- 
tory: For, on ſome Occaſions, Oſtentation gives 
Credit to a Cauſe, and Modeſty is unſeaſonable 
The Caziques and Miniſters: of State, in Form al 
a Senate, clad, in their richeſt Robes, and accom- 
panied by a 'numerous Attendance of their Rel 
tions, came out to receive the Army. The Roads 
were covered with People, the Air was filled wit 
Acclamations of popular Applauſe, and nothing 
- was heard but the Praiſes of the Victors, and Re 
proaches upon the Mexicans. At their Entrand 
into the City, they were entertained with tit 
Sounds of Kettle-Drums,” Flutes, and Winding 
Horns, diſtributed into different Choirs, 112 l 
ternately ſucceeded each other, making a pacitic 
Muſick with their warlike Trftraments. The Troop 
being conveniently quartered, Cortes conſented, # 


ter much Reſiſtance, to lodge with 'Magiſcatz 
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giving 1 to his carneſt Intreaties, that he might 
not diſoblige him. And for the ſame Reaſon, 
Pedro de Alvarado went with old 'Xicotencal ; but 
altho? the reſt of the Caziques were deſirous to en- 
tertain the other Captains, they courteouſly declined 
it, it being improper to leave the Main Guard 


niardt made their Entry into Tlaſcala in the Month 
of July 1520. altho' in this Point Writers are not 
intirely agreed: But I ſhall reſerve my Diſcuſ- 
ſions for Matters of more Conſequence, and where 
a ſmall Variation is of great Importance. © 
Tux fame Evening they began their Feſtival of 
the Triumph, which continued for ſome Days, the 
Indians all employing their utmoſt Addreſs to di- 
vert their Cueſts, and celebrate their Victory, with- 
out excepting the Nobles, or thoſe who had loſt 
Friends and Relations in the Engagement ; whether 
it were that they defired .to take part in the general 
Joy, or that it was not permitted in- this warlike 
Nation to eſteem the End of thoſe unfortunate, 
who died in Battle. They gave Challenges, and 
Rewards were aſſigned for the beſt Markſmen. 
They contended likewiſe in the Exerciſes of Leap- 


the Diverſion of Rope-Dancing ; an Excerciſe they 
were very fond of, and where the Mind of thy 
Spectator is divided betwixt Fear and Pleaſure. But 
the Shew always ended with Balls, - and certain 
Dances in Maſquerade; the Diverſion of the Mul- 
titude, whoſe diſorderly, noiſy Mirth finiſhed the 
Demonſtrations of their Applauſe. | 
Tax Sincerity and good Correſpondence of theſe 


Nobles were friendly and reſpectful, and the com- 
mon People paſſionately fond, and ſubmiſſivel: 
obedient. Cortes expreſſed a grateful Senſe of their 

aug 


without a ſufficient Number of Officers. The Spa- 


ing and Running; the Evenings were ſpent in 


People anſwered all the Hopes of Cortes. The 
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Affection for him, commended their Diverſions, 
careſſing ſome, and honouring others with e 

Confidence and Satisfaction. The Captains aſſiſted 
him in the gaining of Friends by their Courteſy 
and Preſents; and even the meaneſt Soldiers endea- 
voured to make themſelves lov d, by ſharing gene- 
rouſly with the Tlaſcalans the Jewels, and Spoils 
they had brought from the Battle. But in the 
Spring-time (as I may ſay) of this Felicity, an 
Accident happened. which gave a Damp to all their 
Joy. For 'the Wound which Cortes had received 
in his Head, and which was ill cured, appeared 
afreſh with bad Symptoms; and the over-much 
Exerciſe he had uſed on theſe Days of Rejoicing, 
occaſioned an Inflammation in his Brain, with a ſtrong 
Fever, which reduced him to ſuch a Condition, 
that his Life was thought to be in Danger. 
Tax Spaniards looked on this unhappy Accident, 
as what threatened. no leſs than the Loſs of their 
Lives and Fortunes; but the Concern of the In- 
dians was more remarkable, as being leſs expected; 
for they no ſooner heard of his Illneſs, but lay- 
ing aſide all their Mirth, they fell into the other 
Extreme of an inconſolable Grief. The Nobles, 
full of Anxiety and Sorrow, were continually en- 
quiring after the Teule, . a Name which we have 
before obſerved they gave to their Demigods, or al- 
moſt Deities. The common People came in Troops 
to bewail his Loſs, ſo that the Spaniards were 
obliged to deceive them with the Hopes of his 
mending, in order to keep them at a Diſtance, that 
they might not diſturb Cortes with their Cries and 
Lamentations. The Senate ſent for all the beſt 
Phyſicians of their Country, whoſe Skill conſiſted 
In the Knowledge and Choice of Medicinal Herbs, 
which they applied with a wonderful Diſcernmem 
of their Virtues and Effects, varying the Medicine 
„ * according 
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according to the Condition and different Turns of 
the Diſtemper ; and to them he was entirely be- 
holden for his Cure: For making uſe at firſt of 
wholeſome cooling Simples, to correct the Inflam- 


mation, and. mitigate the Pain, which occaſioned 


the Fever, they proceeded, by degrees, to appl 
others proper to. ripen and heal the Wound, wit 
ſo much Skill and good Fortune, that in a little 
time, they reſtored him to his perfect Health. 

LzT the rational Phyfician laugh at Empiricks; 
'tis certain, however, that the firſt Knowledge of 
Phyſick was from Experience; and in a Country 
entirely unacquainted with Natural Philoſophy, 
which ſearches out Cauſes by Effects, it was no 
ſmall Matter to find ſo great a Progreſs made in 
the Knowledge of Nature. The News of his Re- 
covery was celebrated 'with freſh Rejoicings, and 
Hernan Cortes had further Experience of the Aﬀec- 
tions of the Tlaſcalans : And his Head being now 
at liberty for Thought, he reſumed his high De- 
ſigns, forming new Plans to avoid the Inconveni- 
encies, and remove the Difficulties which attended 
his Undertaking z an inward War of Objections 
and Solutions, the End of which was: to reconcile 
Prudence with Magnanimity. . 
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An Pre, comes that 115 Phone 7 "Fepeaca 
had. taten up, Arms.  Embaſſators arrive at 


Tlaſcala from Mexico. A Conſpiracy, car. 
ried on by Xicotencal the Hunger; agil 
the Spaniards, 7s ere cken, ned och 


E RN AN CORTES was in Ju to Yoon 
the Condition of Affairs at Vera Cruz, the 


and Foundation of his new Projects. He wrote 
immediately to Rodrigo Rangel; whom -he had ap- 
pointed Lieutenant in that Government, under Co. 
zalo de Sandoval; and quickly received. an Anſwer 
by the extraordinary Diligence of the Couriers of 
that Country, importing, That nothing ne why hap- 
pened either in the Garriſon, or on the Coaſt, to 
give him any Concern: That Narvaez and Salva. 
tierra were in ſafe Cuſtody; and ot the Soldiers 
were pleaſed, and kindly. treated ;; ; the Zempoalans, 
Totonaques, and other Confederate Nations, adhe- 
ring, with great F idelity and Friendſhip, to the 
Terms of their Alliance. 

But at the ſame time he acquainted him, that 
the Corporal and eight Soldiers, who went to Th 
cala for the Gold belonging to the Garriſon, were 
not returned; and that if the Report, current 
among the Indians, was true, of their having been 
murdered in the Province of Tepeaca, it was to be 
feared, that the wounded Soldiers of Narvaez, who 
remained behind in Zempoala, had met with the 
ſame Fate; for as faſt as they recovered, they 
marched away in little Troops, being extreme 

elzrous 
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deſirous to arrive at Mæxito, which they conſidered 
as the Centre of all their Wealth and. Proſperity. 
_ Tars, Misfortune much afflicted Cortes, becauſe 
he had reckoned upon the Reinforcement of thoſe 
Soldiers, whoſe, Number, according to Antonio de 
Herrera, amounted to above fifty; and allowing it 
els, as Bernal, Diaz del Caſtillo writes, yet was the 
Loſs very great upon this Occaſion, and in a Coun» 
try where one Spaniard was of more Value than a 
thouſands. Indians. Upon this Cortes enquired a- 
mongſt his Tlaſcalan Friends, who confirmed the 
Report of Rangel; and ſaid they had, concealed. it 
from him, leſt ſuch bad News might have been a 
Hindrange to his Recover: 5 alt 
Ir is moſt certain, that the eight Soldiers; wha 
went from Vera- Crux, arrived at Tlaſcala; and left 
a en that Place, in order to return with their Share 
of the Gold, at a time when they began te ſuſpect 
the Fidelity of the Province of Jepeacu, whic 
with, ſeveral others, had ſubmitted in che fir 
March to, Mexico, and that both the one and the 
other Farty had been maſſaered by the People of 
that. Province, appeared afterwards yeryrevidently 
by their calling in the Mexican Troops 1 to ſupport 
their Treaſon; which made it abſolutely neceſſary 
to ſubdus thoſe Rebels, and drive the Remy. to a 
greater Diſtance. Nor did this Deſign, admit of 
any Delay, becauſe the Situation of hat Province 
cut off the Communication between Mexico and 
Vera-Gruz 4 and it was: neceſſary, to open that Paſy 
lage, before they could undertakę any thing of 
Importance : Nevertheleſs Hernan Cortes deferred to 
aſk of the Republick the Aſſiſtande of their Forces; 
becauſe he was informed at the ſame time, that 
the Legeacans had fame Pays before made an Inroad 
into the Country of Tlaſcala, plundering, and de- 
ſtroying / forme Seed dv on the Frontiers; and 
5 04 6 
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he made no Queſtion, but the Yaſcalans would 


apply themſelves to him, as it ſhortly after hap- 


pened: For the Senate came to a Reſolution ta 


thaſtiſe the Inſolence of that Nation, and to endea- 


your intereſting the Spaniards in the War, as equally 


. exaſperated ' and | injured by the Death of their 


Companions. -* The Affair took the Turn that Cortes 
wiſhed 4 and he ſo managed Matters, 'as to grant 
what he was under a Neceſſity of aſking! 

Turk happened afterwards another Accident, 
which gave the Spaniards freſh Diſquiet: For there 
came Advice from Gualipar, that three or four 
Ambaſſadors, ſent by the new Emperor of Mexico, 
to the Republick of Tlaſcala, were arrived on the 
Frontiers, where they ſtayed, expecting Leave to 


proceed to the City. The Tlaſcalans deliberated 


upon the Matter with ſome Admiration, and with- 
out being ignorant that the Negotiations of 2 
werful Enemy, were to be regarded as diſguiſed 


enaces: But tho? they verily believed the Embaſſy 


was defigned againſt the Spaniards, and were' fully 
reſolved, - not to forſake the Defence of their 
Friends on any account, they decreed to admit the 
Ambaſſadors; that at leaſt they might have the 
Advantage ariſing from this Acknowledgment of 
their Equality; a Condeſeenſion very unuſual, and 
little agreeing with the Pride of the Mexican Princes. 
And it is thought, that the Senate came to this 
Reſolution with the Approbation of Cortes; for 
the Ambaſſadors were conducted publickly' to their 
Audience: And throughout this Whole Tranſaction, 
there was not the leaſt *Pretence to ſuſpect the 


re 


Tn Entry was made with great Solemnity and 
Splendor; the Tamenes, in good Order, went at the 
Head of the Proceſſion, with the Preſents, con- 
ſiting of ſome Pieces of Gold and Silver, fin 
oak * Cotton 
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Cotton Cloths, Plumes, and other Curioſities, with 
ſeveral Loads of Salt, a Merchandize very much 
rized and coveted in thoſe Parts. The Ambaſ- 
Un carried the Enſigns of Peace in their Hands, 
and were richlyadorned with Jewels, and accom- 
panied by 'a numerous Train of Friends and Ser- 
vants; wherein they imagined, that they diſplayed 
the Grandeur of their Prince: And ſometimes in- 
deed, a vain Oſtentation of Power is of Uſe in an 
Embaſſy; and by dazling or diverting the Eye, 
makes it eaſier to impoſe on the Ear. The Senate 
received them at their Tribunal, and were neither 
| deficient nor exceſſive in point of Ceremony; being 
jealous of the Rights belonging to their Sove- 
reignty, and but ill concealing their Diſguft, under 
the Appearance of Civilitiy . 
- AFTER naming the Emperor of Mexico,” with 
Ceremonies of profound Submiſſion, the Ambaſ- 
ſadors made an Offer of Peace, and perpetua 
Alliance, between the two Nations, Freedom of 
* Commerce, ' and Community of Intereſts, on 
Condition they would immediately make War 
upon the Spaniards ; and, taking Advantage of 
* their Security, deſtroy ' them at once.” But 
they eould not proceed in their Diſcourſe, _ 
Interrupted firſt by a confuſed Murmur, - occafione 
by the Senate's' diſapproving what they ſaid; and 
afterwards by a greater Noiſe, their Diſpleaſure 
breaking out into diſorderly and inconſiderate Ex- 


preſſions. e SI OPER 
Bor one of the antient Senators repreſented to 


them the Indecency of this Procedure, contrary to 


Cuſtom and Reaſon ; and 'obtained, that the Am- 
baſſadors ſhould retire to their Lodging, and there 
expect the Reſolution of the Republick : Which being 
done, they conferred among themſelves, and with- 


out ſtaying to put it to the Vote, they all agreed 
gt in 
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in what ſome, had already en e En throꝰ Inadver- 
tency, though they ſokc tened.. eſſions of 
their Refuſal, and Anger gave Way 2 0 . 


They concluded to ſend three or four Deputies 


with the Senate's Anſwer to the. 45 aſſadors; 
which contained in Subſtance, *. Th. 
q, ek: would TR Hep eace with we 
ce provided t onditions wer r onable, 
6 i — with the Intereſt F 
ee both Nations: But that the Tiaſcalans were re- 
4 ſigious Obſervers of the Laws. of Hoſpitality, 
« and were not us'd to 3 ho confided 
3 them ; I that they ey, yalued . themſelves, upon ac- 
« counti g that impoſſible which was unlawful, and 
ct upon g eaking dhe Ve bf ruth 50275 Diſguiſe; not 
6. . anding the fg — 05 
ye Ne eh Treaſon ud JAP ſome other 
the Ambaſſadgts did not ſtay 
long enough 12 ar en this: Anſwers for, finding 
their Pr ſition; {all received, they immediately 
me. off; andthe, Haſte Fear. wherewith, they 
retired,” were equal to the ERIE their Entry! 
And. it was not thought proper t pp;them ; for 

it deins reported in Tlaſcala, cher they came, to 
a. War oſt the Spaniards, there was Ret 
fon. - P * popular Inſurrection, which 
migh e thro”: the Privileges: of Ambaſladors 

and the Neſpect due to the Senate. 


Troven this Deſign, of the Mexicans, was defeats 


ed to the great Satisfaction of the Spaniards, it was 

attended with an Inconveniency, which, created 1 
5 Uneaſineſs; For Aicotencal the younge) 
concealed his Opinion in the Senate; voting with 
the reſt, either becauſe: he was afraid. of the Dil: 
ars of ſome of his Friends, or out of Re- 
pect to his Father; nevertheleſs this Embaſſy ga 
him a Handle, to ſcatter among his Friends and 
a; "Followers, 


and. Honour of 


. 
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Followers, the Poiſon which —. a by the 
making uſe of this Peace p 
cans; not that it was his n Intereſt, 
but to cover the Scandal of his Envy and evil | 
Deſigns, with' a" ſpecious Preterice.' The Meri. 
& can Emperor, ad he, 'whoſe formidable Power 
« obliges us always to be in Arms, engaged in tlie 

« perp cba Nlisferäne of à defenfive War, offers 


« us his Friendſhip, without any other Condition | 
« than the Death of the Spaniards ; in which h 


- only 9 what we oüght to Sechee 60. 


6 1 0 __ own Tcl and thy = 
«© For we ſhould forgive theſe Strangers 
* Ae to deſtroy Te” Religion, can it be 
denied; that they e en to change our very 
8 Laws zud Form of Government, by converting 
« into a Mqmafchy this venerable Republick of the 
« Taſtalaur; and rediieing ds under "the deteftable 
“ Dominion of an Exper ; a Yoke fo he 
& 4 and oppretiye, that 2 5 us to ſee it, or 
pon the'N cks of ouf nemies P* He wante 
no loquence to {et off his Opinion, nor Refolation 
to execute his Deſigns: And though ſome of His 
Friends endeavoureck to diſſtade him from enter- 
taining ſuch Thoughts ; yer,” as he had the Reputa- 
don of 'a good Soldier, it 8 much to be 
feared, that he would enga e P: 
in a Country where Cache c Fab e d a Mark 
of Reafon: But their 2098 of the Spumardt was 
ſo fixed in their Hearts; thar' he gained but few, 
and tlie Matter was difcoveted to che Magiſtrates. 
It was debated in the Senate” with all the Seriouſ- 
neſs that an Affair of ſo much Importance required; 
and Xicotencal, the Father, was Fi mmoned to the 
Conference, nor did the Delinquent's near Relation 
to him, make them in the leaft W his Con- 
ſtancy, or his Tolice,” = 


TREY 
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Tux all condemned: him as a ſeditious Perſon, 
who endeavoured to diſturb the publick Peace 


pubnic 5 


diſgrace the Reſolutions of the Senate, and deſtroy 


the Credit of his Nation. Some were inclined to 


puniſh his Crime with Death; and his Father was 
one of thofe who moſt ſtrenuouſly promoted that 


Sentence, condemning the Treaſon of his Son, like 


an unbiaſſed Judge, and true Father of his Coun- 
o nutrient ban gif ac 7 
Tr honourable Conſtancy, f this. blind old 
Man, fo wrought on the Minds of the Senators, 
Rigour of the Sentence, and concluded on a milder 
Puniſhment ; for they ordered him to E brought 
riſoner to the Senate, and after reprimanding his 
Inſolence with the utmoſt Severity, they took from 
him the General's Staff, and deprived him of his 


Command in the Army, and all Privileges belong - 


ing. to it, by the Ceremony of flinging him down 
the Stairs of the Tribunal. The I 2 50 of this 
Degradation obliged him, in few 

himſelf with all the Demonſtrations, ot a true Re- 
conciliation, to Cortes, at whoſe Interceſſion he was 
reſtored to his Honours, and the Fayour of his Fa- 
ther; tho', after ſome little time, the Root of his 
wicked Intentions began to ſprout out a ſecond 
time in freſh Diſorders, which coſt him his Life; 
as we ſhall ſee in the proper Place. Each of theſe 
Accidents might have produced fatal Conſequences, 
but the Perfidy of Xicotencal did not come to the 
Knowl, ge of Cortes, till the bad Effects of it were 


1 8 8 „and the Crime puniſhed ;. and the ill 
Succeſs of the Mexican Ambaſſadors, gave Satiſ- 


faction to the moſt diſtruſtful: Both Adventures 
affording. new Proofs of the Fidelity of the 774, 
calans; which in a People ſo little civilized, and 


when the Spaniards were at that Diſtance, from all 


human 
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human Means to ſupport themſelves, may paſs for a 
Miracle; at leaſt it was then looked upon as an Ef- 
fect which could not be accounted for by inferior 
Canis, (254-208 £3 OTOL 293527 109 E519) 
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Cortes marches into the Province of Tepeaca, 


Segura de la Frontera, | 
TEAESET young Xicotencal was, with gre: 


ry 


Satisfaction, aſſembling the Troops of the 
| Republick, for the War of Tepeaca, and endea- 


out the Remembrance of his Treachery, Cortes was 
employed in convincing his own People of the 
Neceſſity they lay under of chaſtizing the Indians 
of Tepzaca'; repreſenting to them, the Rebellion of 
thoſe Traytors, and the Death of ſo many Spaniards ; 
with what other Motives could incite them to Com- 
paſſion and Revenge. But they did not all agree in 
the Neceſſity of this Expedition, and more eſpecial- 
ly, the Troops of Narvaez very ſtrenuouſly-oppoſed 
t: The Remembrance of their paſt Fatigues, made 
them ardently deſire Repoſe, and ſigh after their 
Polſeſſions in the Ifle of Cuba, exclaiming againſt 
the War as unprofitable, and infiſting upon the 
Return of the Army to Vera- Crux, in order to 
ſolicit Reinforcements from Santo Domingo and 
J jaica, and reſume their Enterprize with lefs 

| | Danger; 


vouring, by his extraordinary Diligence, to blot 


—— CRT — 


r "y 
- ww theme TY 
CSS. . 


— - 7 
1 , e 
e Wo.” * — 
”. 4 


— — © oe Toby — 
s 7 _—_ 


" — _ 
* 5 5 


2 Canes, 6 - 
— a oy pro” 
He 


* — — 

— —— — 2 

- D — - , 
N — A PE. nn 4 — 
> : 


1 
— — —— 
1 WY 


— naw 9 * — — — — — . þ - 
88 — RT — — 4 
- — — — — ” 1 
Une fr k _ (><: 
- 7 Gm * * , 


— 


NIE — 


ho. 


— 


Reality, but deſired only to get nearer to the Sea, 


L ＋ * 


4 
where they ien , Clamours and Diſobe- 
dience would be better ſupported; and they carried 
their Boldneſs ſo far, as to give the General a Pro- 
teſtation in Form, containing Motives rather inſo- 
lent than ſubſtantial, and where the Pretence of the 
publick Good, and the Service of the King, ſerved 
as a Cover to their Fear and Baſeneſs. 

Cook r ES was the more ſenſibly. concerned at their 
Inſolence, as happening at a time when his Enemies 
at Tepeaca had poſſeſſed themſelves of the Road to 
Vera-Cruz, which it was impoſſible to paſs, with- 
out making that War, which the Mutineers refuſed. 
He ordered them to be aſſembled, and ſtood in 
Need of all his Moderation, to keep within Bounds 
upon this Occaſion. It is difficult for a Man of a 
generous Spirit to diſſemble a perſonal Injury; but 
where Reaſon itſelf is outraged by Caprice or Bruta- 

ity, it is the utmoſt Trial of Patience in a Man of 
Senſe. ' rye wet 
He thanked them, as well as he could, for the 
Care they took of the Preſervation of the Army, 
and without loſing time, with laying before them 
the Reaſons which obliged them not to fail in their 
Engagements to the Tlaſcalans, hazarding the Los 
of their Friendſhip, and leaving the Treaſon of the 
Tepeacans unpuniſhed ; he made uſe of Motives, 
proportioned to the Capacities of Men, who were 


not to be affected by thoſe which were more convin- Bl v 
cing z and only told them, That as the Enemy R 

“ had ſeized the Paſſes of the Mountains, they Bl_Wl th 
„ could not avoid engaging with them before they fr 
_ <. recovered the Plain: That to go alone upon this N 
< Expedition, would be the Loſs of the Army, or at 4 

* Jeaft, would hazard it without any manner 0 10 


< Reaſon : That there was no demanding _—_— ſa 
ng « fron il 
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«. from the Tlaſcalans, nor would they give any to 
& make good a Retreat undertaken contrary to 
«« their Inchnation; but, | promiſing them, upon 
« his Word of Honour, that after the rebellious 
« Province was ſubdued, and the Paſſage of the 
« Road open (in order to which, the Republick 
« would afſiſt with all their Forces) all, who were 
„ not Willing to follow his Fortune, ſhould have 
* free Liberty to depart. Thus he induced them 


to ſerve in this War, by letting them know, they 


were not in a Condition to form any other Deſigns:: 


Upon this, he immediately gave Orders for the 


Expedition of Tepeaca, and, for the preſent, quiet- 
ed the Mutin teres targa 

Cox ES drew out eight Thouſand choice Ta- 
calans, divided into Troops according to their Cu- 
ſtom, commanded by Captains, of whoſe Valour 
he had made Proof in his Engagements with the 
Mexicans, and left to his new Friend, Nicotencal, 
the Care of bringing up the reſt of the Tlaſcalan 
Forces. After having drawn up his Men, he num- 
bered four hundred and twenty Spaniards, including 
the Officers, and ſeventeen Horſe. The Foot, 'for 
the moſt part, were armed with Pikes, Swords, 


and Targets, ſome: Croſs-Bows, and a few Fire- 


Arms; for the want of Powder obliged them to 
leave the reſt with Magiſcatzin. The Army march- 


ed with the Acclamations of the People; the Ta- 


calan Soldiers ſhewed a Chearfulneſs which preſaged 
Victory, and were all inſpired. with the Defire of 
Revenge. They halted that Day in a Village of 


the Enemy's, three Leagues from Tlaſeala, and five 


from Tepeaca, the capital Town, which gave the 


Name to the Province. On the firft Sight of the 


Army, the Inhabitants of the Village fled, and the 
advanced Guard could only take ſix or feven Pea- 


ſants, who met with good Treatment that Night 


among 
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208 The HisTory of the Book V. 
among the Spaniards, much againſt the Will of the 
Tlaſcalans, who would have given them a different 
Entertainment. In the Morning the General ordered 
them to be brought before him, and encouraging 
them by ſome Preſents, ſet them at Liberty, order- 
ing them, for the Good of their Country, to ac- 
quaint the Caziques and principal Men of Tepeaca, 
That he was come with an Army to revenge the 
Death of thoſe Spaniards, whom they bad ſo treache- 
roufly killed; as likewiſe their Revolt, contrary 10 
the Obedience they had ſworn to the King; but that, 
nevertheleſs, if they would take up Arms againſt the 
Mexicans, in which they ſhould be aſſiſted hoth by 
the Spaniards and Tlaſcalans, he would grant a ge- 
neral Pardon, and receive them into his Friendſhip, 
freeing them from the Misfortunes of a War which 
juſtly threatened them, and in which he ſhould be 
obliged to treat them with the utmoſt Rigour, 
Tax Indians departed with this Meſſage, and 
ſome friendly Aſſurances which Marina and Aguilar 
gave them, encouraging them to return without 
any Fear, tho* the Propoſals of Peace ſhould be 
rejected; and accordingly they returned the next 
Day accompanied by two Mexicans, who came in 
the Nature of Spies, leſt the Tepeacaus ſhould 
make any Alteration in the Expreſſions of their Re- 
fuſal, which was rude and infolent, viz. © That 
<« they. did not deſire Peace, and would not long 
delay to take the Field in Search of their Ene- 
* mies, whom they would carry bound to the Altars 
© of their Gods.“ To which they added other in- 
jurious Terms and Threats, as People who depend- 
ed upon the Numbers of their Troops. But Cortes, 
not ſatisfied with this Anſwer, made them a ſecond 
Offer for his greater Juſtification ; wherein he pro- 
teſted, * That if they did not accept the Condi- 
e tions he prepoſed, he would deſtroy them wi 
/ | « Fire 
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« Fire and Sword as Traytors tö the King, and alt 
« who ſurvived. ſhould be Slaves to the Conque- 
« rors. This the Interpreters notified to the En- 
yoys, and alſo. gave them a Copy of the ſame in 
Writing; not that they could read it, but that ſo 
ſevere a Meſſage committed to Paper, might re- 
double their Fear: For, as they greatly wondered 
at the Myſtery of Writing, and thought it alto- 
gether ſupernatural for the Spaniards to talk and 
underſtand each other at a Diſtance, Cortes had a 
Mind to ftrike the Eye with that which ſo much 
ſurprized them, and to give them Terror by the 
Way of Wonder. But this Artifice ſerved to little 
Purpoſe; for the ſecond Anſwer was more inſolent 
than the firſt, and at the ſame time came an Ac- 
count, that the Enemy's Army was marching with 
great Diligence, Hernan Cortes re ſolved to meet 
them, and ſo ſoon as he had put his Men in order, 
began his March without ſtaying either to inſtruct 
or animate; them ; for the Spaniards were well ac- 
quainted with the Indian manner of Fighting, and 
the 7. 117 were ſo deſirous to engage, that the 
greateſt Difficulty was to hinder tliem from falling 
on. 5 

Tae Enemy lay in Ambuſh in ſome Fields of 
Maiz, which grows very thick in that fertile Coun- 
try, and might have turned to their Advantage, 
had they uſed more Precaution z but their own 
natural Impatience diſcovered them at a Diſtance; and 
the Van-Guard ſent the General an Account of it 
lo ſeaſonably, that they had Time to prepare, and 
drew near the Ambuſcade in good Order, tho 
ſeemingly. after a careleſs manner. | | 

CorTes found it neceſſary to extend his Bata- 
lions, in order to ſecure his Rear, after which he 
began the Engagement; and the Mexicans, who 
were placed in the Van, found themſelves attacked 

. © = 


210 The HisToxv of the Book v. 
on all Sides juſt as they were preparing to cut off 
their Enemy's Retreat. The very firſt Charge put 


them into Confuſion, and all who could not ſave 


themſelves by Flight, were cut to pieces: Corte; 
continued advancing in good Order, and as the 
Arrows and miſſive Weapons of the Indians loſt 
their Force among the Canes of Maiz, the Spani- 
ards made a terrible Slaughter with their Swords 
and Pikes. The Enemies rallied, and ſtood a 
fecond Attack with the utmoſt Obſtinacy; notwith- 
ftanding which, Victory quickly declared for the 
Spaniards ; for the Mexicans gave Way, and quit- 
red not only the Field, but the wogle Country, 
ſeeking Refuge among ſome others of their Con- 
federates ; the Tepeacans followed their Example, re- 
tiring in the ſame Diſorder, and were ſo intimi- 
dated, that the very fame Night they ſent ſome 
* Deputies, and offered to ſurrender their City beg- 
ging Quarter, and abandoning themſelves to the 
iſcretion and Clemency of the Conqueror. 
Ix this Engagement the Enemy loſt the greateſt 
Part of their Troops, Abundance. were taken Pri- 
ſoners, and the Booty was very conſiderable. The 
Tlaſcalans behaved themſelves valiantly, and, what 
was more extraordinary, were fo obſervant of Or- 
ders, and ſo much better diſciplined than formerly, 
that they only loſt two or three Men. The Span: 
ards loſt one Horſe, and were ſome of them wound- 
ed, but ſo ſlightly that they did not quit their 
Poſt : The Day following, Cortes marched into the 
City, ' and both the Civil and Military Officers, 
with all the common People, preſented themſelves 
before him without Arms, appearing like Crimipals, 
and acknowledging their Guilt both by their Looks 
and Silence, | 3 © 
— When they drew near, they humbled themſelves 
before him with their Faces to the very _- 


of 
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they had the Boldneſs to lift up their Eyes. He 
ordered his Interpreters to proclaim King Charles 
with a loud Voice, and a general Pardon in his 
Name; which was no ſouner done, than the Indians 
laid afide their Fear, and both by Words and Ac- 
tions declared their Joy. The Tlaſcalans were or- 
dered to quarter without the Town, as having been 
more accuſtomed to treat their Enemies ill, than to 
obey Orders. Hernan Cortes and the Spaniard# 
lodged in the City with all the Caution that was 
neceſſary, till they were fully convinced of the Sin- 
cerity of the Indians; for in reality the Mexicans 
had puſhed them on to murder the Spaniards, and 
afterwards to take up Arm. | 

Tux People of Tepeaca were now fo mortified 
for having put themfelves a ſecond time under the 
mtolerable Yoke of 'the Mexicans, who, tho? they 
came as Friends, uſurped a Power over their E- 
ſtates, their Honours, and their very Lives, that 


they requeſted Cortes to take their City under his 


Protection; of which Opportunity he made uſe, to 
build a Fortreſs in the Place, in order to keep them 
in Obedience; but his chief View was to ſecure the 
Paſſage to Vera- Crux, for which this Place lay very 
convenient, and being naturally ſtrong, was eaſily 
made defenſible by Art. They drew a Trench 
round the City, which they paliſadoed, incloſing 
thoſe Parts of the Hill where it was of eaſieſt Ac- 
ceſs, and in the higheſt: Part they raiſed a Work of 
ſome Strength like a Caftle, which was eſteemed a 
ſuificient Security againſt any Accident that could 


happen in the Wars of that Country. The Work 


was ſo vigorouſly plyed by the Inhabitants, and their 
Neighbours, that they put itin a Condition of Defence 
in few Days. Cortes left there a Garriſon of ſome 
Spaniſh Soldiers, calling, it Segura de Ia Frontera 
F 2 "Mi 
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212 The HISTORY of the Book V. 
and this was the ſecond Settlement of the Spaniards 
in the Mexican Empire. ' . 7 22 

Bur firſt, that they might be the leſs embarafſed 
in this Work, they, ſent all their Priſoners under a 
ſtrong Guard to Tlaſcala, to be. ſold for Slaves; a 
Piece of Inhumanity, which was begun:.in the 
Illands, to ſtrike a Terror into the rebel Indians. 
We do not mention this, as if its having been prac- 
tiſed before were any Juſtification of it; on the 
contrary, we think him who imitates a bad Ac- 
tion, as blameable as the Man who firſt: ſet the 
Bur it was not long before the Emperor put a 
Stop to this Abuſe, with a ſevere Reprimand, not- 
withſtanding it was repreſented to him in the moſt 
favourable Light, and ſupported by all the Argu- 
ments that could poſſibly be urged, to prove Sla- 
very among Chriſtians lawful. It was a Point 
which occaſioned long Diſputes, but this truly re- 
ligious and compaſſionate Prince, leaving Contro- 


verſies to Divines, ordered the Indians to be ſet at 


Liberty, whenever the Law of Arms would per- 
mit it; that in the mean time, they ſhould be 
treated as Priſoners of War, and not as Slaves. 
A Reſolution worthy of a great King, wherein 
he equally diſplayed his Prudence and his Piety; 
for as it would not have conſiſted with good Poli- 
ticks to leſſen the Number of his Subjects by aug- 
menting that of his Slaves, ſo neither would it be- 
come the Catholick Religon, by permitting the Uſe 
of Chains and Whips, to diſcredit a Cauſe ſo 
ſtrongly ſupported by Reaſon. 


\ 
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ann Cortes ſends. ſeveral - Gunda fo re- 
duce ſome rebellious Towns, and goes him- 
elf to Guacachula againſt an Army” 0 
Mexicans draum NI to "ule 2 thei 
Frontrers, 


* 
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T! HE Spaniards had not kay tiles: up | thai 
Quarters in Tepeaca, when Xicotencal arrived 
with the 810 of his Troops, which, as ſome ſay, in- 
creaſed the Auxiliary Army of the 7 lafcalans to F ifty 
thouſand Men. It was neceſſary, in order to quiet 
the Minds of the Tepeatans, who were jealous of ſuch 
a Neighbourhood, to give the Troops Employment; 
and Hernan Cortes, knowing that three or four 
Places of that Province ſupported by the Mexicans, 
held out againſt him, ſent ſeveral Captains, attend. 
ed each of them by twenty or thirty Spaniards, and 
2 conſiderable Body of Naſcalant, 'with Orders to 
endeavour the Reduction of the Rebels by gentle 
Means, and if theſe proved ineffectual, to chaſtiſe 
their Obſtinacy. They met with Reſiſtince” from 
all, 'and were obliged to make uſe of Force, but 
compaſſed their Deſign without the Loſs of a Man) 
and the Captains returned victorious, having ſub: 
jected the rebel Towns, and overthrown the Mex#- 
cant, who being broken and terrified, fled to the 
other Side of the Mountains. The Booty they 
gained in the Chace of their Enemies, and in the 
ſeditious Towns, was very rich and abundant in all 
kinds. The Priſoners exceeded the Number of the 
Conquerors; 'tis ſaid they made above two Thou- 
land in the Town of Tecamacbaleo; where the 
Puniſhment fell W that being the Place where 
3 the 
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the Spaniards were murdered ; and now they were 
no longer called Priſoners, but. C tives, till being 
expoſed to Sale, they loſt that Name, and were 
delivered over into Perſonal Slavery, by receiving 
in their Faces the cruel Marks of a miſerable Ser- 
vitude. 


Azogr this Time, according, t to the 3 


they had ſome little while after, died the Emperor 


who ſucceeded Motezuma, who, as we have ſaid, 
was called Quetlavaca, Lord of Ixtapalapa; upon 


which the. Electors aſſembled, and conferred the 


Inveſtiture of the Empire on Guatimozin, Nephew 
and Son- in- law to Motezuma. He was à young 
Man about twenty-five Tears old, of ſo much 
Spirit and Vigilance, that, contrary to the manner 
of his Predeceſſor, he intirely gave himſelf up to 
the Care of the Publick, being deſirous immedi- 
ately to ſhew the Advantages of Government, when 
placed in proper Hands. He knew What che po- 
mards were doing in the Province of ;Tepeaca, and 
foreſeeing the Defigns they might form When al. 
ſiſted by the united Forces of the 7. laſcalans, and 
other neighbouring . Provinces, / he began to have 
thoſe | reaſonable Apprehenſions which are. neceſſaf 
to prudent Meaſures. 

He made thoſe Piſpolitioas; 8 — re- 
commended the Beginnings of his Reign; he en- 
couraged the Soldiers with Rewards and Privileges, 
and. gained the Applauſe of the People, by freeing 
them from all Tributes ſo long as the War ſhould 
laſt. He ingratiated himſelf with the "Nobility, by 
admitting them into his Prefence, and by. moder- 
ting that Exceſs. of Adoration to which his Prede- 


ceſfors Endeavoured to raiſe. the Reſpect of the 


People. He. made Preſents, to the Caziques on the 
Frontiers, . exhorting them to Fidelity, and the De- 


dene of their Govemments; 3 . that they might 


not 


- 
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Book V. Conqueſt of MEx1co, are 
not have Reaſon to complain, that he left the 
whole Load of the War upon them, he ſent an 
Army of thirty Thouſand Men for their Support 
and Encouragement. | But notwithſtanding theſe 
Preparations of the Mexican Emperor, thoſe who 
are envious of the Glory of our Nation, are fo 
void of Shame, as to maintain that we engaged 
with Brutes, void of Reaſon, who only aſſembled 
to give way to the Wiles and Artifices, rather than 
the Courage and Conſtancy of the Spaniards; + 1 
- CokTEs received an Account that this Army 
was upon the Frontiers, which was confirmed by 
three or four Nobles, ſent by the Cazique of Gua- 
cachula, a populous warlike City, fituate on the 
Road to Mexico, and a Place which the new Em- 
e e as one of the Ramparts of his 
pire. They came to requeſt Succour againſt 
the Mexicans, complaining of their Violences and 
Oppreſſions, and offering to take up Arms againſt 
them ſo ſoon as the Spaniards ſnould come within 
Sight of the Town. They made the Undertaking 
appear eaſy and juſt, ſaying, That their Cazique 
ought to be aſſiſted as a Vaſſal of the King of Spain, 
being one of thoſe who promiſed Obedience to 
him in the Aſſembly of the Nobility called toge- 
ther by the Orders of Motezuma. Cortes aſked 
them, What Force the Enemy had in thoſe Parts? 
They told him, twenty Thouſand in the Diſtrict of 
their City, and ten Thouſand more in another City 
called Yzucan, four Leagues from them; but that 
in Guacachula, and its Dependencies, they could 
raiſe a very conſiderable Number of Men, coura- 
geous and provoked, who:would be glad of the 
Opportunity to take up Arms. Cortes examined 
them very carefully, aſking divers Queſtions, that 
he might diſcover the Intentions of their Cazique, 
and they gave ſo good an Account of themſelves, 
33 11 | as 
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as fully perſuaded him of: their Sincerity: and tho 
he ſhould have had ſome remaining Suſpicion, he 
would at that Time have diſſembled it; for in caſe 


the Treaty. could not have been depended on, it 
was nevertheleſs neceſſary. to drive away the Enemy, 
and ſubje& the Frontier Towns, before the Mexi- 


cas came with a greater Force to defend them. 


Cox r Es applied himſelf ſo earneſtly to this En- 
terprize, that the very ſame Day he formed an 
Army of Three hundred Spaniards, Twelve or 


Thirteen Horſe, and above thirty Thouſand 71, 


calans, under the Command of Colonel Chriſtopher 
de Olid; and after he had made this Diſpoſition, he 
put his Deſign in Execution with ſo much Expedi- 
tion, that the Army marched next Morning. Old 
carried the Envoys ſent from Guacachula with 
him, and had Orders to advance with Circumſpec- 
tion, till de came near the City; and in caſe he 
ſuſpected any Treachery, to endeavour to engagt 
the Mexicans in ſome advantageous; Poſt, and break 
them before he attacked the TTW um,. 
Tur all marched: an very chearful and coura- 


| geous, till at ſix Leagues from Tepeata, and almoſt 


at the ſame Diſtance from Gautachula, (Where the 
Army made a Halt) they found it rumoured among 
the Peaſants of the Country, but without any. good 
Foundation, that the Emperor of Mexico was on 
the March with his whole Force to relieve thoſe 


Cities. The Soldiers of Narvae believed the Re- 
port, and ſo multiplied the Enemy's Forces in 


their Imagination, that Without hearkening to Rea- 
fon, or obeying Orders, they plainly and inſolently 
proteſted, that they would march no, farther : So 
that Ghriftopher de Olid grew angry, and in a con- 
temptuous manner bid them return, threatening 
them with the Diſpleaſure of Cortes, ſince they 
were not touched with the Diſhonour of their Re- 

treat; 


* 


Book V. Congueſi of MEXICO. 217 
treat: But as he was preparing to proſecute his 
March without them, there happened a new Ac- 
cident, which, if it did not altogether ſhake his 
Conſtancy, yet riſqued the Succeſs of the Expedi- 
ton: e tn of * | L 
Tux ſaw' ſeveral Bodies of armed Men deſcend- 
ing from the Tops of the neighbouring Mountains, 
and advancing with more than ordinary Diligence; 
and Chriſtopher de Olid believing the Mexicans were 
coming to attack him, he immediately drew up his 
Men in Order: In which he acted rightly, for exceſ- 
five Care never yet did Hurt in an Army. But ſome 
Horſe, whom he had ſent before to gain Intel- 
ligence, returned with an Account, That it was 
the Cazique of Guaxoxingo, with others of his con- 
federate Caziques, who were come to aſſiſt the 
Spaniards in their War againſt the Mexicans; who 
had already ravaged their Frontiers, and threatened 
their Dominions. Upon this, Olid ordered their 
Troops to halt, and the Caziques to come before 
him; which was preſently done: But that which 
ſhould have given them all intire Satisfaction, occa- 
ſioned a ſecond Uneaſineſs in the Soldiers; it began 
among the Tlaſcalans, and preſently infected the 
Spaniards : For they both declared, That thoſe 
People were not to be truſted, that their Friendſhi 
was feigned, and that they were ſent by the Mexi- 
cans, to ſerve them, by falling on the Spaniards 
during the Engagement. | Chriſtopher de Olid heard 


them, and without inquiring ſufficiently into the 


Matter, entered too lightly into their Suſpicions, 


preſently ſeized the Caziques, and ſent them away 


to Tepeaca, for Cortes to determine concerning 
them: An inconſiderate Action, by which he ran 
the Riſque of raiſing a Diſturbance between his own 
People, and thoſe who really came as Friends. 
The latter however continued in their Poſt, notwith- 
ſtanding 
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Randing they found they were diſtruſted, declaring 
' themſelves ſatisfied to have the Matter referred to 
Cortes; and the Spaniards did not dare to diſturb 


them, becauſe they had ſent an Account of the Mat- 


ter, and were obliged to ſtay for Orders. 

Tux Priſoners in a very ſhort time were brou 
before Cortes, complaining with a good deal of Rea- 
ſon of Cbriſtopber de Olid; ſaying they were not 
ſo much concerned at the Diſgrace offered to their 
Perſons, as at the Suſpicion of their Fidelity. 
Cortes heard them with great Benignity, and order. 
ing their Irons to be taken off, endeavoured to 
ſatisfy them, and to regain their good Opinion; 
for he found in them all the Marks that uſually 
diſtinguiſh Truth from Deceit. But upon further 
Conſideration, he found it would be neceſſary to 
carry on this Enterprize in Perſon ; the Diſtruſt 
which his Indian Allies had of each other, and the 
Uneaſineſs among the Spaniards, ſeeming to threaten 
ſome fatal Event. He prefently prepared for his 
Journey, and leaving in Charge with the Magi. 
ſtrates of Juſtice the Government of his new Set- 
tlement, he ſet out with the Caziques, and a ſmall 
Eſcort, with ſuch Diligence, and ſo eager a Deſire 
16 remove all Impediments to the Undertaking, 
that in few Hours he came up with the Army, 
(Every body was pleaſed with his Preſencez Things 
looked after another manner; and the Storm that 
was beginning to gather, diſperſed. He repri- 


manded Chriſtopber de Olid, not for ſending him 


Ce. S2 82 


an Account of the Accident, ſince he was to near; 
but for diſcovering his Jealouſy by the Impriſon- 
ment of the Caziques. And having joined all the 
Forces, without any further Delay = marched on 
to Guacachula, ordering the Envoys from that City 
to go and inform their Cazique, where he was, 


and what Forces he had > FOR a may with him; 
| bi | not 
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Cazique, but that he might not treat thoſe as Ene- 
mies, whom he deſired by gentle Means to reduce, 
and preſerve in his Intereſt. ets 


. 


: 


Thur Maxicans were poſted on the farther Side 


of the City;; but on the firſt Notice from thei 
Centinels, they advanced with ſo much Speed, that 
e. f time the Spaniards came within Muſquet- 


ſhot, they had formed their Army, and poſſeſſed 
themſelves of the Road, with an Intention to try 
their Strength under Cover of the Town : The 
Victory was. vigorouſiy diſputed, the Mezicans. not 
only defending themſelves, but advancing upon 
their Enemies, with all the Signs of a Reſolution 
to maintain their Ground to the utmoſt: When the 
Cazique of Gugcacbula laid hold of this Occaſion, 
to give a Proof of bis Fidelity, falling on the Rear, 
| 77 at the ſame time aſſaulting them from the 
Walls with ſuch good Order and Bravery, as much 
facilitated the Victory: And in a little more than 
half an Hour the Mexicans were intirely defeated, 
there being büt few who were not either killed or 

wounded, 1 pe 
_  Hznnan Corrs quartered his Spaniards. within 
the City; and without the Walls, the Tlaſcelans 
with the reſt of the Confederates, whoſe Number 
continually inereaſed : for on the Report of his 
carrying on that War in Perſon, ſeveral other 
Caziques, who had ſubmitted to the King of Spain, 
came with their Troops to ſerve under is Com- 
mand; and his Army was ſo much augmented, 
that, according to his own Relation, he came to 
Cuacachula with above one Hundred and twenty 
Thouſand Men. He thanked the Cazique, and 
the Soldiers of the Country, giving them intirely 
the Glory of the Succeſs; and they in Return of- 
ſered to march with him to 7zucan, not without 
an 
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an Opinion of their being neceſſary, on account of 
the Knowledge they had of the Country, and the 


Proofs they had given of their Valour. The Meri 


| cans had in that Town, as the Cazique reported, 


above ten Thouſand Men in Garriſon, beſides thoſe 
who had eſcaped from the Battle. The Inhabitants, 
with all the P fick, were unde 
a Neceſſity of declaring againſt the Spaniards. The 
Place was ſtrong by Nature, and improved by 
Walls and Ravelines, which ſtopped the Paſſages 
between the Mountains; before it ran a River, 
Which our Army was obliged to paſs: and News 
' came, that the Enemy had broken- the Bridge, in 
order to diſpute the Paſſage. All theſe Circum. 
ſtances were ſufficient, to make them look upon 
'this Enterprize as no inconſiderable one, and ad- 
'vance with their whole Force. 
CurisToPHER DE Orip was commanded with 
the Van-guard to paſs the River, and tho' he was 
oppoſed by the greateſt Part of the Enemy's Troops, 
he threw himſelf into the Water, and gained the 
oppoſite Shore; advancing with ſo much Reſolu- 
tion, and ſo little Fear of Danger, that they killed 
bis Horſe under him, and wounded him in the 
Thigh; but the Enemy fled to the City, which 
they thought to defend ; for they had turned out 
all the uſeleſs Men, Women, and Children, re- 
ſerving three Thouſand. reſolute Peaſants, and Pro- 
viſions for many Days. The Condition of the 
Walls, and the Number of the Defendants, ftruck 
the Eyes of the Beſiegers, and made them con- 
clude, that the Aſſault would coſt them a great 
many Lives; but the Army had fearce paſſed the 
River, and received Orders for the Attack, when 
at once the Cries of the Enemy ceaſed, and the 
whole Garriſon diſappeared. | Cortes might have 
ſuſpected ſome Stratagem, if at — 
| | i 


* 


eaſants of the Diſtriẽt, were under 


that ( 
doubt 
ko exc 
Fronte 
has be 


he had not diſcovered the Flight of the Mexicans 
towards the Mountains; he detached ſome Com- 
panies of Spaniards, and the greateſt Part of the 
the Enemy the Steepnefs' of the Hills to aſſiſt 
they ſcarce had Leiſure to face about. The, City 
was ſo intirely forſaken by the Inhabitants, that 
they only found three or four of them among the 
Priſoners, by whoſe Means Cortes endeavoured to 
bring back the reſt, ſending them to the Woods, 
whither the People were retired, with their Families, 
to offer them a Pardon in the Name of the King, 
and good Treatment to all ſuch as would return to 


their Houſes ; which ſo prevailed, that moſt laid 


hold of the Opportunity, and returned the ſame 
Day : Cortes ſtayed there two or three Days, ' that 


they might recover from their Fears, and ſubmit, 


after the Example of Guacachula. At the ſame 
were in Amity with him, dividing with them the 


peaca with the Spaniards and Tlaſcalans; having 
fred the Frontiers from the Mexican Troops, re- 
duced thoſe Cities of Importance to his Obedience, 
arg the Affection of his Confederates, and 
diſappointed the new Emperor of Mexico in his 
hrſt Deſigns; which are generally obſerved as 
Prognoſticks of the reſt of a new Reign, and either 
animate, or diſcourage the Subjects, according to 
their good or ill Succeſs. 

BERN AL Diaz DEL Cas TILLO will not allow 
that Cortes was in this Expedition; but it may be 
doubted, whether his View in denying it, be not 
to excuſe himſelf. for having ſtayed in Segura de la 
Frontera, as he confeſſes a little before ; or elſe he 
has been carried away by his Inclination to — 

| dict 
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Tlaſcalans to pic them; and notwithſtanding, 
ad 


them, they were broken in ſo ſmall a Time, that 


time he diſmiſſed the Troops of the Caziques who 
Spoil of both Actions, and then returned to Te- 
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di& Franciſco Lopez de Gomara, in this, as he doth 
in every thing elſe : For all other Writers affirm 
what we relate. And Hernan Cortes himſelf in 
his Letter to the Emperor, dated the zoth of 
October 1520. declares the Motives which obli- 
ged him to follow the Army. I am ſorry there is 
any Occaſion to contradiCt the Author whom I fo]. 
low; but it would have been a Fault inconſiſtent 
vith the Care of Cortes, if he had not appeared in 

erſon with the Troops, at a Time when there 
were ſuch Jealouſies among his own Soldiers, ſuch 
Complaints 2 his Confederates, and ſo much 
Inſolence in the Troops of Narvaez ; when Chri- 
ftopber de Olid himſelf, who commanded them, in- 
clined to countenance their Suſpicions; and all to- 
gether endangered the Succeſs of ſo important an 

fair. Bernal Diaz muſt excuſe me; he may 
have wrote according to his Opinion in this Caſe: 
notwithſtanding which, I muſt believe it more 
likely for him to forget, than that ſo much Neg- 
lect could juſtly be imputed to a Man of his Ge- 
neral's Vigilance. 


CHAP. V. 


Hernan Cortes makes ſome Preparations for 

' the Enterprize of Mexico; he accidentaly 
receives a Reinforcement of Spaniards, e- 
turns to Tlaſcala, and finds Magiſcatzin 
dead. | 


NORTES was no ſooner arrived at T epeaca, 
CL now called Segura de Ia Frontera, but he 
received an Account that his Friend Moagi/cat2" 
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was at the point of Death, which gave him great 
Concern: for the extraordinary Affection of that 
Senator for him, had unavoidably engaged him to 
make it reciprocal; and deſiring now to give him 
the laſt Proof of his Friendſhip, he immediately 
diſpatched Father Bartolomè de Olmedo to take care 
of his Soul, by: endeavouring to bring him into the 
Catholick Church. When this Religious Man came 
to him, he was almoſt ſpent with the Violence of 
his Diſtemper, but very {-nſible, and well diſpoſed 
to receive new Impreſſions; for he was diſpleaſed 
with his own Religious Rites, and the Multiplicity 
of his Gods; and found fewer Objections againſt 
the Religion of the Spaniards, as being more con- 
formable to natural Reaſon, and he ſeemed to be 
blind rather for want of Light, than through any 
Defect in his Eyes. Father Bartolomè had but little 
Trouble in perſuading him, becauſe he found him 
ſenſible of his Errors, and defirous to be ſet right: 
So that he had only Occaſion to inſtruct him, and 
uſe ſome Exhortations, in order to touch his Heart, 
and beget a Tranquillity in his Soul. In a very 
little Time he with great Earneſtneſs deſired Bap- 
tiſm, and received it with intire Faith, beſtowing 
the ſmall Remainder of his Life in fervent Reflec- 
tions on his Happineſs, and in exhorting his Sons 
to quit their Idolatry, and obey his Friend Hernan 
Cortes, endeavouring by all means the Preſervation 
of the Spaniards, which they ſhould look upon as 
their own Intereſt, for that he foreſaw they would 
gain the Dominion of thoſe Countries. Perhaps 
he was inſpired, tho' he might likewiſe, from what 
had happened, have formed an Opinion which Peo- 
ple afterwards improved into a Prophecy. There 
is no Doubt but God rewarded him with that extra- 


ordinary Call and Diſpoſition of Mind, for what he 
had ated in favour of the Chriſtians, as he had 


made 
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made him the principal Inſtrument of th6ſe fre- 
quent Succours, for which they ſtood indebted to the 
Republick of Tlaſcala. He was a Man of moral 
Virtues, and of ſo great a Capacity, that he came 
to be the firſt Man of the Senate, and in a manner 
governed all their Reſolutions: for all gave way to 
his Authority, and good Underſtanding; and he 
knew how to manage his Credit with all the Mode- 
ration becoming a Member of that free State. 
Hernan Cortes was extremely concerned at his Death, 
and in a manner inconſolable for the Loſs, not only 
of a Friend, but an able Director of his Deſigns, 
and one who had perfectly eſtabliſhed him in the 
Friendſhip and Reſpect of the whole Republick. 
But Heaven, which always ſeem'd careful to ſup- 
rt the General under his Misfortunes, favoured 
im at that Time with a Reinforcement, which 
mitigated his Grief, and raiſed his Hopes. | 
A Sui of moderate Burden arrived at St. Juan 
de Ulua, and brought thirteen Spaniſh Soldiers, two 
Horſes, and ſome Proviſions and Ammunition, 
which Diego Velaſquez ſent to Pamphilo de Narvaez, 
taking it for granted, that all the Conqueſts in that 
Country were his own, and the Troops of Cortes 
at his Devotion. Their Commander was Pedro de 
Barba, the ſame who was Governor of the Havana, 
when Hernan Cortes ſailed from the Iſle of Cuba, 
having by his Friendſhip eſcaped the laſt Snares 
that were laid to ſtop his Voyage. Pedro Ca vallero, 
who commanded on the Coaſt, no ſooner diſcover- 
ed the Veſſel, but he went out in a Boat to recon- 
noitre: He ſaluted the new Comers with great Ci- 
vility, and having found, by the very reſpectful 
Manner with which Pedro de Barba inquired after 
Pampbilo de Narvaez, the Deſign of their coming, 
anſwered him without the leaſt Heſitation, That he 
Was not only in good Health, but in great Pry. 
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all theſe 110 aving ſubmitted i 75 Ms aid that 
Cortes, With 7 6 by People, e 4 *to the 
„ 11 0 1 urn can * detchded from 

Reproac of dei an Untfock yet at leaſt 
Cale deſerves. to be commended. 0 His Readi- 
neſs of hought, which induced them to land with- 
of the caſt Diftruſt, and' .go to Vera. Crus, where 

they. 0 ered the Deceit, and found th em ſelves 

Priſoners to Cortes ; Pe ee de Barba Selene 
the Stratagem of Cavallero; for in reality. he was 


I (OY, to find his Friend in ſo good, 4 Condi- 


Top were carried up to gur 45 ia Proniteras 
md. Om Cortes ſhewed a particular Satisfaction 

2 rival of more Peart 9 05 the 

wh, eue kence of receiv is Succour 

from the ands of his Enemy. ing treated Pedro 


de hs ry kindly, and gaye.. him 1 5 | 
. upon the Confidence he a in py 
e 


alſo diſtributed ſome Gifts among 
the Sold ah n which they at reed to Terve under 
his Comm . 5 He aftervan read the Letter 
PAR, "ch Pe 1255 17 5 brought 8 75 
9 te eZ, lu in m 

Maler of all e Con. 4 ® ine ONE 8 
moral himſelf there, at all Adventures; for which 
end he pr niſed. him ve 7 werful Suceours: And 
laſtly, told him, that ortes. was not dead, he 
ſhould immediately ſend him away with a fufficient 
Guard 2 * he bad received expreſs. Orders 
from t e Bi of Burgas to ſend him Priſoner to 
Court: And 1 Conſequence of this Order would 
have been an Arreſt without Appeal, had the Af- 
fair been left to that Prelate, who was an Enemy 
to Cortes, and who, from the great Pains he 
took. to favour Diego Velaſquez, gave Cauſe to fear, 
that he meant to make an Example of Cortes in the 
Yer. I. E moſt 
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Nen publick manner, and to diſguiſe A particular 
evenge under the Appe arance 755 u ſtice. About 
3950 $ After arrived a N Veſſel with another 
Renforcirtent for Pampbila "de Narvaez, which 
Pedro Cavallero ſeized me the ſame mai er: She 
. brought eight Soldiers and a Mare, with a con. 
fiderable Quantity of. Arms and. Ammunition, un- 
der the Command of Captain Rodrigo Morejon de 
Lobera , they all itnmediaget y went to Segura, and 
liſted. themſelves as the others had done before 


them: ag Succours came wy A 5 ſo un. 


ake Wt, Ache e and 0 8 "2nd 
ave; him great Concern ; ne alter the Tata had 
once found out the. Secret of bteaking rh 15 1 
of the Cauſeways, there wWas no depe 
portable Bridges, N were only to, FM 0 When 
they were pinched, in Time; herefore, 1 he began 
to think of building twelve or Whirtern i Brigantines, 
which ſhould be Able to reſiſt the Indian, Canoes, 
and tranſport, f his Troops to the City; and theſe he 
propoſed to carry in Pieces on the Shoulders of 
the Indian Tamenes for fourteen or teen Leagues 
at leaſt of very bad Way over the Mountains of 
Tlaſcala, to a River neat the Lake. He had avery 
lively Imagination, and was naturally an 2 to 
thoſe lazy Spirits who fancy difficult Things to be 
impoſſible. _ 
Hs communicated his Thoughts to Martin Lt- 
bez, on whoſe Ingenuity and great Abilities he be 
| pende 
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pended for the compaſſing this important Deſign; 
and finding he did not only approve of it, but 
alſo undertook to execute it with Eaſe, he ſent 
him before to Tlaſcala, with all the Spaniſb Soldiers, 
who had any Skill in the Carpenter's Trade; in or- 
der to begin the Work, with a ſufficient Number 
of Indians to cut Wood, or do any other Service for 
which there might be Occaſion. At the ſame time 
he ordered the Iron-work and Rigging, and what- 
ever had been' preſerved out of the Ships that were 
ſunk, to be brought up from Yera-Cruz; and 
having obſerved, that thoſe Mountains produced 
Trees which afford a kind of Roſin, he drew out 
ſuch a Quantity as was neceſſary for the careening 
of his Barks. 125 „ e e 
Hz was in want of Powder, but ſoon found 
Means to make very good; ſending to ſearch for 
Sulphur, (of whoſe Uſe the Indians were utterly . 
ignorant) in the Volcano diſcovered by Diego de 
Ordaz, for he believed they could not fail of find- 
ing it therez and ſome Spaniſh Soldiers among 
whom they name Juan de Laet d Montano, and & 
Meſa, belonging to the Artillery, offered themſelves 
for the Service, and in fine returned with as much 
Sulphur, as was wanted. Cortes was eyery-where, 
and over-ſaw all that was done ; ſo far from being 
_— that the Pains he took rather ſeemed a 
Refreſhment. | & 9 HERE 
Wren this Affair was over, he began to think 
of returning to Tlaſcala, to haſten as much as he 
could the —— for his Expedition; and be- 
fore he went, he left his Inſtructions with the new 
Council of Segura, and appointed Captain Franciſco 
de Orozco Commander of the Garriſon, with about 
twenty Spaniſh Soldiers, and the Militia of the 
Country at his Diſpoſal. _ 
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Ht reſolved to enter the City in Mourning for 
the Death of Magiſcatzin, for which End both he 
and his Captains covered their Arms with the 
Manufacture of the Country dyed black. They 
made their Entry without any. other Damp, than 
that of good Order, and profound Silence obſerved 
among the Soldiers, which helped to declare their 
GeneraPs Grief. Both. Nobles and Commonalty 
received this Demonſtration of Concern with great 
Applauſe ; for they all reſpected the Deceaſed as 
the Father of their Country: and tho? there is no 
Doubt, but that Cortes was ſincerely affected with 
the Loſs, which he very often lamented, and had 
Reaſon ſo to do, yet it is likely he had a farther 
View in putting on Mourning, which was to gain 
the Affections of the People. wot 
Tux Senate had not filled up the Place of Ma- 
giſcatæin, (who, as one of the Caxigues of the Repub- 
lick, had governed the principal Diviſion. of the 
City) that Cortes might elect a Perſon to. ſucceed 
him, or that they might act according to his Opi- 
nion in their Choice: Cortes, conſidering. the Re- 
fpe& due to the Memory of the Deceafed, recom- 
mended his eldeſt Son, and ſo ordered Matters, 
that he was unanimouſly choſen. He was a young 
Man of Judgment and Courage, and of. fo much 
Spirit, that, he mounted the Tribunal without Sur- 
prize, or being at a Loſs in Matters of Govern- 
ment; and finally, he gave ſuch Proofs of his Ca- 
pacity in the moſt effential Point, that in a little 
time he earneſtly deſired Baptiſm, and received it 
with publick Solemaity, taking upon him the 
Name of Don Lorenzo de Magiſcatzin: a wonder- 
ful Effect of the Arguments he had heard Father 
Bartolomꝭ de Olmedo employ in the Converſion of 
his Father, which having meditated and digeſted, 
he came by degrees to a Senſe of his Error. At 
this time alſo the Cazique of Y=ucan was baptized, 
| 5M 
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a Youth who came to Tlaſtala with the Enſigns of 
his new Command, and to thank Cortes for having 
determined a Suit in his Favour, which had been 


ing the Inheritance of his Father. For now every 
one conſulted Cortes, both Caziques and particular 
Perſons referring all their Differences to him, and 
receiving his Deciſions as inviolable Laws. So 
much did they reſpect him, and ſo great an Opinion 
had they of his Equity. e eee 
Tu Noiſe which theſe Converſions made in the 
Town, awakened old Xicotencal, who tho? dif- 
ſatisfied with the Abſurdities of Gentiliſm, was 
grown old in Error, and had a Levity in his Diſ- 
poſition, which would not let him adhere to any 
Reſolution ; a Failing natural to old Age: But the 
Example of Magiſcatzin, a Man equal to him in 
Authority, and his Converſion to the Catholick 
Religion at the Point of Death, had ſuch an Effect 
as to open the Eyes of his Underſtanding, and 
induce him to recetve Baptiſm with a publick 
Deteſtation of his Errors. In Truth it does not ap- 
pear, that the Goſpel could poſſibly have been in 
a fairer Way to make a Progreſs in this Country, 
the Nobles and wiſeſt Men of the Repyblick, whoſe 
Opinion governed all the reſt, being converted to 
the Catholick Faith: But the Circumſtances of theſe 
times did not allow the Spaniards to give their Ap- 
plication to it. Hernax Cortes was wholly taken up 
with making Diſpoſitions for his Enterprize, Father 
Bartolomè de Olmedo wanted Fellow-Labourers; and 
both were of Opinion, that they could not attempt 
introducing Religion with any Succeſs, till they had 
ſubdued the Mexicans, and eſtabliſhed Peace, which 
they looked upon as previouſly neceſſary to ſettle 
the warlike Spirits of the Tlaſcalans, and fit them for 


fore was for the preſent laid aſide, Examples grew 
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commenced againſt him by his Relations concern- 


the Reception of the Goſpel. The great Affair there- 
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rare, and the People continued in their Idolatry, 
Twas poſſible, whilſt the Army remained there, 
they might have reaped the firſt Fruits at leaſt of 
ſuch a favourable Opportunity: But the continual 
Alarms and Rumours of War at this time poſtpo- 
ning all Attention to other things, and it ſometimes 
happening, that the Maxims of Violence are better 
attended to, when Reaſon is ſilent, I don't find 
that they made, or even endeavoured any other 
Converſions. Fe 0 
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C HKRA T., VI.. 
A freſh Succour of Spaniſh Soldiers arrives at 
the Army. The Men who came with Nat 
| vaez, are importunate for their Diſcharge 
and Return to Cuba, Hernan Cortes draw: 
up a ſecond Relation of his Expedition, 
and diſpatches new Envoys to the Emperor 
Charles Y, 5 5 


ORTES complained with fome Warmth of 

Franciſco de Garay, for that knowing very 
well the Progreſs he had made in the Empire of 
Mexico, he did, notwithſtanding, endeayour to 
make a Conqueſt and Settlement in the Province of 
Panuco; but ſuch a happy Aſcendant had the For- 
tune of Cortes over that of his Rivals, that as Dig 
de Velaſquez furniſhed him with Succours the ſame 
Way by which he intended to deſtroy him, and 
ſupport Pamphile de Narvaez, ſo the Meaſures 
which Garay had taken to uſurp ſome Part of his 


Government, turned likewiſe to his your 
ik | : 
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We have already related, how Garay-was repulſed. 
72 85707 When Cartes hat with, his Tn. at, 
vala ; notwithſtanding which, he reſolved. to 

ue his Enterprize, and had prepared another: 

11 8 a greater Nw he 6 of x aer com- 


e ſecg 
for. . 
k. landed, * 1 met 


—— Fam the. Indians, that: 
999 ere 8 yy to retreat to their Sap in the ut · 
moft Diſorder; and being wholly, intent how to 
avoid - the preſent Dapger, put to Sea without 
obſerving. the ſame Courſe. They were ſepargted: 
for ſome Days, and without knowing any thing 
of each others Defy n, they- arrived Act, all at 
the fame time on the Coaſt of Vera- Crux, where 
they agreed to ſerve under Cortes, without any 
nite Motive than that of his great Reputation. 

Tuis Succour was looked upon as ſent from 
Heaven: For tho' it be certain, that the Confuſion 
and Unſkilfulneſs of the Soldiers and Sailors might 
help to diſperſe theſe Veſſels, and abandon them 
to the Mercy of the Winds, which forced them 
on the Coaſt where they were ſo much wanted; 
yet their coming ſo opportunely, and after ſo many 
Misfortunes, to augment the Troops of Cortes, is 
an Event yorthy of particular Reflection; for ſuch 
a Chain of happy Accidents is not wont to be at- 
tributed, or very. rarely, to mere Chance. : 

Tre firſt Ship that arrived, was commanded 
by C aptain Camargo, and had on board ſixty Spaniſh 
Soldiers; a little after came another with fifty 
choice Soldiers, and ſeven Horſes, commanded. by 
Captain Miguel Diaz de Aux, a Gentleman of Ar- 
ragon, who had fo fignalized himſelf on all Occa- 
ſions, that his Perſon alone was eſteemed a very. 
great Succour; and laſtly, tho ſomewhat late, ar- 

4 I rived 
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rived the veſſel commanded by * i Rabin, 
with above forty Soldiers, ten Hor: > and great 
Abundance of Proviſions and 1 71 They all 
landed, and the firſt, without ſtaying for e reſt, | 
—4 e the beſt of cheir way to Tala, ae an 
ple to their Fellows to take the fame Rout, 
which they all did with intire Satisfaction. For 
the great Advances made by Ceres i n New Spain, 
had mad fuch à Noiſe over all : Illands, that 
the Soldiers Were cafily led 1 they "thought 
Wealth and. Proſperi invited 
Tuis Succour der 91 78 ted the Num 
ber af the aniarts, and infpired them with 1255 
Hopes: The Soldiers 2 the New-comers 
with ActHixtarions of Joy; they embraced each 
other as Friends bf a long Acquaintance, without 
any other Tye than that of coming from the ſame 
Country; and Cortes himſelf, fot Ning e Gra- 
vity of a General, Was Sorted with Joy but 
at the fame time did not forget to return; Thanks 
to God attributing to him, and, to the Juſtice of 
his Cauſe, all thefe ſurprizing Events. | 
NorwrThsr ANDING this good Fortune, he could 
not quiet the Soldiers of Narvaez, who were im- 
portunate with him for Leave to return to the Iſle 
of Cuba; they put him in mind of his Promiſe, 
and he could not deny but chat they went upon 
the Expedition to Tepeaca on that Condition ; 3 for 
which Reaſon, he was not willing to enter oth 
any new Diſputes with them, and the rather, 
cauſe he found his Troops adgmented, ch Soldiers 
better diſciplined, and did not think iN a Proper 
Fime to march at the Head pf. unwilling Muti- 
reers, who would be ſure to ſhew Uneaſineſs on 
every Fatigue, and be always railing at the Enter- 
prize, pernicious in the Camp, and uſeleſs upon 
Orcations, TY their Ge neral with the Ap- 
pearance 
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pearance of Soldiers in the Review, and yet of no 
SPEC ˙ͤ¶ 

Fox theſe Reaſons, therefore he ordered Procla · 
mation to be made, That whoever had a Mind tp 


return home, was free to go, and ſhould be furniſhed 


with Veſſels, and every thing elſe that was neceſſary. 
The ook Part of the Soldiers of Narvaez _—_ 
uſe of the Opportunity, but ſame ſtayed cut of a; 
Point of Honour. Bernal Diaz takes no Notice of 
the Names of. thoſe who ſtayed, but tediouſly enu- 
merates almoſt all who went, defrauding the. firſt 
of the Honour that was their Due, and waſting his 


Time in diſgracing the laſt; whereas it would have 


been much more reaſonable to have forgotten thoſe 
who ſhewed ſo little Regard to their Reputation: 
But what deſerves to be remarked, is, that Andres 


much attached to the Intereſt of Cortes, was one of 
thoſe who. retired ; and altho* there be no Account 
of the Reaſon of this Separation, we may very well 
believe there was but little Sincerity in the Pre- 
tences, with which he coloured his ee ſince 
we find him ſhortly after making uſe of all his In- 
tereſt at the Court in favour of Diego Velaſquez. 
If there was any n between Cortes 
and him, which might give Occaſion for this 
Breach, Reaſon muſt have been on Cortes's Side; 
it not being likely that it could be pleaded in be- 


leaving his Friend engaged in an Enterprize of 

much Honour and Danger, but withal taking upon 
him a Commiſſion by which he was obliged either 
baſely to act againſt his own Sentiments, or to 


Paſſion, 


Y 


HERNAN 


de Duero, who appeared on ſeveral Occaſions ſo 


half of a Man, who ſhewed as little Regard ta 


that, as he did to his Reputation, by not only 
Q 


jield his Underſtanding a Slave to an unreaſonable 
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HERNAN CorTEs, having now got rid of theſe 
Mutineers, whom age had the Care of con- 
ducting to the Veſſels, began to conſider of the 
Time neceſſary to be employed in building the 
Brigantines. He diſpatched new Orders to the 
Confederates to hold themſelves ready to march 
upon the firſt Notice, directing the Quantity of 
Proviſions and Arms they were to provide, accord- 
ing to the Number of their Troops: And at his 
leiſure Hours he wrote an Account of all the Par- 
ticulars of the Conqueſt, to be ſent to the Emperor; 
deſigning to equip a Veſſel, and ſend new Agents, 
who might haſten the Diſpatch of the former, or 
give him Notice of the Condition his Affairs were, 
m at the Court of Spain, his Uncertainty 'therein 
being now one of his greateſt Diſquiets _. 

Cox r ES drew up this Account in Form of 2 
Letter, and repeating every thing of Importance 
in the Diſpatches he ſent the Year before by the 
Captains Portocarrero and Montexo, he. gave his 
Majeſty a faithful Relation of all his Adventures, 
both proſperous and unfortunate, from the time he 
marched out of Zempoala, and by his Courage 
and Conduct made his triumphant Entry into the 
capital City of the Empire, till he was afterwards 
forced to retreat to Tlaſcala, with conſiderable 
Loſs. He alſo acquainted him with how much 
Security he was able to maintain himſelf in that 
Province, together with the Number of Spaniard: 
that had augmented his Troops, and the great 
Confederacies he had made with divers Indian Na- 
tions, for renewing the War againſt the Mexicans. 
He expreſſed, with a noble and generous Confi- 
dence, the Hope he had of reducing to his Ma- 
jeſty's Obedience all that new World, whoſe Bounds 
to the North were unknown even to the Natives. 
He inlarged upon the Riches of that Empire, the 

| Fertility 
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Fertility of the Soil, and the Wealth of the ſeve- 
He highly extolled the Valour and 


ral Princes. 
Conſtancy of the Spamards, and the Affection and 
Fidelity of the Tlaſcalans: With relation to him- 
ſelf, he left it to his Actions to ſpeak for him; and 


yet, without exceeding the Bounds of Modeſty, 


he gave ſome Strokes to the Reputation of the 
Conqueſt, that ſet in its true Light the Glory of 


the Conqueror. He deſired ſpeedy Juſtice againſt 


the unfair Proceedings of Diego Velaſquez, and 
Franciſco de Garay ; and made preſſing Inſtances for 
an immediate Succour of Soldiers, Horſes, Arms, 
and other warlike Proviſions. He repreſented in 
yet ſtronger Terms the Neceſſity of ſending ſome 
Fccleſiaſticks and Regulars of approved Virtue, 
to aſſiſt Father Olmedo in the Converſion of the 
Indians, giving an Account that ſome of the Chief 
among them were already baptized, and that in 
the reſt there was ſuch a kind of Diſpoſition to 
receive the Truth, as gave great Hopes of its 
making a conſiderable Progreſs. This was the 
Subſtance of the Letter he at that time wrote to the 
Emperor, laying before his Majeſty every thing 
that had - paſſed, without forgetting any conſide- 
rable Circumſtance; all which he expreſſed in pro- 
per and well-choſen Terms, according to the Elo- 
quence of that Age; and it may be a Queſtion 
whether they were not more agreeable than thoſe 
now in Uſe, to that Character of Nature and Sim- 
plicity, which becomes the Style of Letters, At 
the ſame time it muſt be confeſſed, he was ſome- 
what miſtaken in the Names of Towns and Pro- 
vinces, which being altogether new, could not be 


exactly proncunced, or faithfully rendered . upon 
Paper. 


Bexar Diaz DEL CASTILLO reports, that the 


General ſent theſe Diſpatches by the Captains — 
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& Mendoza, and Diego de Ordaz; and tho“ Antonio 
de Herrera mentions only the firſt, it is not probable 


at he would entruſt an Affair of ſo much Conſe- 


quence to one Perſon alone, when Prudence re- 
quired him to provide againſt the Accidents of fo 
lang a Voyage. His private Inſtructions to them 
were, That before they diſtovered their Commiſſion,. or 
made any Declaration. of their being ſent by bim, they 
fhould 75 find out bis Father, and the two Agents 
who were ſent the Year before; and jointly carry 


on their Negotiation, according as the Condition of 
oo Fairs ſhould require. He remitted alſo a ſecond 


Preſent for the Emperor, conſiſting of Gold and 
other Curioſities which had been preſerved at 714, 
rala, to which the Soldiers alſo contributed, and 
were upon this Occaſion very liberal of their little 
Subſtance; adding moreover the Booty acquired in 
the Ex Kaen of Tepeaca and Guacachula: A Pre- 
ſent lefs rich than the former, but more deſerving 
to be prized, as being amaſſed in the midſt of their 
Diſgraces, and conſequently to be regarded as the 
Remains after thoſe Loſſes whereof Cortes had given 
a faithful Account in his Letter. | 
Tux General thought it proper at the ſame time, 
that the two Councils of Yera-Cruz and Segura dt 
la Frontera ſhould write to his Majeſty, as being 
the Government in that Country. They in their 
Letters folicited for the ſame Aſſiſtance, declaring, 
That they thought themſelves bound in Duty to repre- 
ſent io his Majeſty, how much it imported to main. 
lain Hernan Cortes in his Poſt of Captain-General, 


for as the Beginning of this great Work was wholly 


ewing .to bis Valour and Conduct, it would be no 
eaſy Matter to find any other Head or Hands capable 
of bringing it to Perfection: And in this they ſincerely 
delivered their Opinions, and what they thou 
FAR 00061952 enen 
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moſt advantageous for the Service in that Conjunc- 
ture. Bernal Diaz ſaith, that Hernan Cortes ſaw 
thoſe Letters, inſinyating as if he had defired that 
Solicitation, in his Favour : It is very probable, he 
did ſee them, but it is likewiſe certain, chat thoſe 
Letters contained ſuch Truths as did not ſtand in 
need of any Flattery or Exaggeration. Diaæ com- 
plains likewiſe, that the Soldiers were not per- 
mitted to write apart in the Name of their whole 
Corps, not that he differed in his Sentiments from 
the Councils (for he declares the contrary more 
than once); but as the Subject - matter was the Pre- 
ſervation, of his General, he deſired to join his Opi- 
nion with the reſt, and to give him his Aſſiſtance 
an this Occaſion, -as in Truth he bravely did in 


that ought to be pardoned in Men of Merit, and 


appears very, much like Virtue in a Soldier. 
OapAz and Mendoza embarked. on Board one 
of the Veſſels, which arrived a little before at 
Vera-Cruz, with every Thing neceſſary for ſuch a 
Voyage; and ſoon after Cortes reſolved to freight 
mother Veſſel, and quiparch the Captains. Alonzo 
Daula and Franciſco Alvarez Chico with Letters 
for the Regulars of St. Jerome, who preſided in the 
Royal Audience of Santo Domingo, the only one at 
that time in thoſe Countries, and whoſe Juriſdic- 
tion extended over all the Iſlands, as well as the 
new Diſcoveries on the Main Land. He commu- 
Rated to them the Account he had ſent to the 
Emperor, and deſired their ſpeedy Aſſiſtance to- 
wards the Enterprize in which he was engaged ; as 
alſo that they would put a Stop to the vexatious 
Proceedings of Velaſquez and Garay. Tho' theſe 
Miniſters were convinced of the Juſtice of his De- 
mands, and admired his Conſtancy and Valour, 
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yet the Iſland of Santo Domingo was not at that 
time in a Condition to part either with Men or 
Proviſions : But they approved of every thing he 
had done, and offered to ſupport the Juſtice of his 
Pretenſions with the Emperor, and ſolicit ſuch Suc- 
cours as. were neceſſary for an Affair of ſo great 
Importance, and ſo far advanced; taking upon 
themſelves the Care to check the Efforts of his 
Two Rivals, by very ſtrict and repeated Orders. 
And to this Effect they anſwered his Letters, ſend- 
ing back his Envoys with good Words, but with. 
out the Succours he defired. But before we pro- 
ceed in the farther Account of this Conqueſt, and 
| while the building of the Brigantines, and other 
Preparations for . Return to Mexico, are carried 
on with the utmoſt Diligence; it will be proper to 
go back to the two firſt Envoys of Cortes, and ſee in 
what Condition the Affairs of New-Spain were at 
the Emperor's Court: the Reader cannot but de- 
ſire to be informed therein, and ſuch an Account 
may be reckoned among thoſe neceſſary Digreſ. 
ſions permitted to an Hiftorian, as they contribute 
to the Perfection of his Work, without deſtroying 
its Proportion, ; : 


P. 
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CHAP. vu. 


T be Ero. of Hervan Gores rive in Spain, 
and paſs on to Medellin, where they con- 
tinue till the Troubles of the Kingdom are 


over; after which they go to the Court, 

and prevail 'to have the Biſhop of Burgos 

y 05 Ka re being a Judge in the Carp 
orte. 


left Martin Cortes with the two firſt En- 
s' of his Son, Alonſo Hernandez Porto- 

carrtro yo Pranciſe co de Montexo, in the wretched 
Employment of oi the Regency, and wait- 
ing in the Antichambers of the Miniſters : ſo far 
from being admitted to Audience, that not daring 
to importune them with any Requeſts, they only 
| preſented, themſelves in the Throng as they paſſed 
y, and were forced to content themſelves with re- 
ceiving the accidental. Glance of an Eye; the com- 
fortleſs Notice taken of thoſe, who having all the 
Juſtice | in the World on their Side, are yet afraid to 
ruin their Pretenſions, by advancing themſelves un- 
ſeaſonably. The Emperor, as we have already ob- 
ſerved, gave them a very favourable Hearing ; and 
though he was diſguſted with the Inſolence and the 
Attempts of ſome Towns in Spain, which endea- 
voured to oppoſe his Voyage to Germany, by irre- 
verent Proteſts, little leſs indeed than Threats, yet 
he found ſufficient Time to inform himſelf very ex- 
actly of all that paſſed in New Spain, and to judge 
what might be expected from the Enterprize. He 
made himſelf Maſter of the whole Affair, not diſ- 
Caining to aſk Queſtions upon many Points, it be- 
ing no ways unbecoming Majeſty to receive from a 


a Subject 
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Subject thoſe Helps that ſerve to explain an Affair; 
nor ſhould a King always go to Council full of 
Doubts. The Emperor preſently diſcovered the 
eat Advantages which might be expected from 
"rar Beginnings: And the Idea he at that 
Time formed of the Merit of Cortes, helped ex- 
tremely to recommend him to his Favour, as he 
was naturally inclined to value extraordinary Men. 
Tux Affairs of the Kingdom, and the ſudden t 
Departure of the Emperor, did not permit him to g 


come to any fixt Reſolution in a Matter wherein ſo 00 
many Difficulties were raiſed, as well by the Agents al 
of Velaſquez, as by ſome Miniſters who were in ſe- fo 
cret Intelligence with them, and ſupported them. th 
But when the Day of his Embarkation came, which an 
was the 2oth of May 1520, his Majeſty did in a Ki 
particular manner recommend the Examination of th 


the Affair of Cortes to Cardinal Adriano, Governor 
of the Kingdom in his Abſence. The Cardinal 
was very ſincerely deſirous to favour his Cauſe; but 
as the Informations by which he was to govern him- 
ſelf, came from the Council of the Indies, (where 
the Votes were influenced CT the Authority and 
Prejudice of the Preſident, the Biſhop of Burgos) 
he found himſelf at a loſs how to come to any Re- 
ſolution ; nor was it an eaſy matter to aſſure him- 
ſelf of making a right Judgment, while the Repre- 
ſentations of Yelaſquez came cloathed with the Ap- 
pearance of Juſtice, and the Exploits of Corte: 
were diſcredited with the Name of Rebellion. 
AFTERWARDS, when it was moſt neceſſary, there 
wanted Time to examine into the Truth of this 
Affair, the Cares of the Miniſters being employed 
in Matters of the laſt Importance: Several Cities 
began to ſtir, under Pretext of correcting what they 
called the Diſorders of the State, and others followed 


chem to the ſame Precipice, without examining 
OO, whether 
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whether that Pretext was reaſonable or not. They 
all look'd on the Abſence of the Emperor as their 


greateſt Misfortune, and ſome believed they did 
him good Service, or at leaſt kept within the 
Bounds: of . their: Obedience, miſtaking the Tranſ- 
ports of Salle: Zeal for Proofs of their. Reſpo? 
and Duty. 5 


Tux a ole up 3 5 to juſtify | 


their firſt Offence; : and ſome Gentlemen ſo far de- 
graded themſelves, as to join them, through want 


of Underſtanding z a Defect which generally effaces 


all thoſe Sentiments which Nobility of Blood in- 
ſpires. The great Lords and Miniſters eſpouſed 


the Cauſe of Juſtice, notwithſtanding: the Affronts 


and Dangers that attended it. In ſhort, the whole 
Kingdom was in Confuſion, and the Sovereign Au- 
thority in a manner uſurped by theſe Factions, in 
our Hiſtory called Communities, though we know 


not with what Reaſon; for it could not be pro- 


perly ſaid, the Complaint was common, when many 
Cities, and almoſt the whole Body of the Nobility, 


aſſerted the Rights of the King: However, the 
Rebels gave this Name to their Inſolence, and have 
been favoured by-Poſterity with the Title which they x 


took to honour their Revolt. 

Thovon the Account of theſe Difturbances be 
foreign to my Argument, I could not avoid touch: 
ing upon them, as one of the Cauſes, chat put a 


Stop to the good Intentions of the Cardinal, and 


croſſed the Negotiations of Cortes: It was indeed 
a very unſeaſonable Time to conſider of new En- 
terprizes, when the Regent and Miniſters were ſo 
wholly employed in finding Remedies for the Evils 
which afflicted the State within Doors, that thoſe 
vithout made no ſort of Impreſſion upon them : So 
that Martin Cortes and his Friends, ſenſible of the 
ſmall Advantages they * by their Solicitations, 
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and of the general Diſorder of Affairs, retired to Me- 


_ dellin, with a Reſolution to let the Storm blow over, 


and expect the Return of. the Emperor, who was 


perfectly well apprized of the Affair, and had 
thewn a Diſpoſition to do Juſtice to their Preten- 
fions; and they plainly faw, that his Authority was 
neceſſary to ſurmount the Oppoſition of che” Bibop 
of Burgos, and other Impediments which aroſe 

from the preſent Poſture of Affairs. ; 
Some little time after, Diego de Ordaz- and 
Alonſo de Mendoza arrived at Sevil, after a proſ- 
rous Voyage ; and, without diſcovering them- 
Ives, or their Commiſſion, they took Care to be 
informed of the State of Cortes's Affairs, a Precau- 
tion which imported no leſs than their Liberty; 
| for they underſtood, to their great Surprize, that 
the Commiſſioners of Trade had expreſs Orders 
from the Biſhop of Burgos, to _ and impriſon 
any Perſon whatfover, who ſhould be ſent from 
New-Spain, and to ſeize on the Gold and other 
Merchandize that he ſhould bring either on his 
| Own Account, or by way of Commiſſion. Upon 
which, they only endeavoured to ſecure their Per- 
fons, and thought themfelves very happy in pre- 
ſerving their Letters and Diſparches, leaving the 
Preſent for the King, with every thing elſe, in the 
Hands of thoſe Judges, and to be diſpoſed of a 

the Pleafure of the Biſhop of Burgos. 

Tur parted from Sevil, not without great Ap 
prehenſion of being diſcovered, determining, ii 
poſſible, to find our at the Court either Marin 
Cortes, or his Son's two Agents, in order to get 
Light from their Informations how to proceed; bil 
hearing on the Road, that they were retired t0 
Medellin, they went on to that Town, where the! 
Arrival was welcomed with all the Demonſtration 
of Joy, which ſuch wonderful and wiſhed-for e 
A CO 
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could inſpire. It was debated. among them; whes 
ther it would be proper to carry the Diſpatches of 
Cortes immediately to the Cardinal Regent, without 
delaying to inform him of ſuch important News; 
but conſidering the preſent Diſturbances of tha 
Kingdom, they thought it would be to no Purpoſe 
to ſpeak of diſtant Advantages, which regarded the 
Augmentation, but not the Safety of the Mo- 
narchy: Upon which they reſolved to continue in 
their Retirement, till Affairs ſhould take another 
Turn, and the Miniſters be more at Leiſure. 

Taz Diſorders of. Caſtile increaſed every Day 
for the Mutineers, not content to defend them- 
ſelves in their Rebellion, carried their Inſolence fo 
far, as to plunder the Country, and lay Sicge to 
Towns which retained their Fidelity; the Forbear- 
ance of the Goyernment exciting their Ambition to 
become the Aggreſſors. At firſt the Miniſters 
thought to bring them to a Senſe of their Duty by 
gentle Means and Patience; but the Diſtemper was 
too deeply rooted to allow of the flow Operation 
of ſuch ſoft Remedies, and more eſpecially becauſe 
the Rebels imagined they bad both Force and 
Juſtice on their Side: Nor were ſome Eccleſiaſticks 
wanting, who, regardleſs of their Duty, abuſed 
the Pulpit, by preaching up Sedition, confirming 
the People in their Obſtinacy, and perſuading them, 
that to correct the Diſorders of the State, was do- 
ing good Service both to God and the King. It 
came to that paſs, that the great Lords and Gentle- 
men were obliged to take up Arms to re-eſtabliſh 
the Authority of Juſtice, and to animate thoſe 
Cities which held for the Emperor. And notwith- 
ſtanding the Rebels had the Temerity to bring an 
Army into the Field, and try their Strength with 
thoſe whom they called their Emenies ; yet, after 
two Engagements, in which they loſt a great Now: 

R 2 | 
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ber of Men, together with their Reputation, and 
after the Execution of four of the principal Authors 


of the Sedition, their Pride abated, ' and their 


Forces diſperſed ; the Prudent and the Timorous 
both ſecured themſelves as well as they could; 
the Cities returned to their Obedience, the Tumule 
ceaſed, and Reaſon reſumed her Place. In ſhort, 


it was but little more than a popular Commotion, 


which begins and ends with the fame Facility. 
Tux Account which came at that tinie of the 
Emperor's Return, contributed very much to re- 
ſtore the publick Tranquillity : He gave Aſſurance 
in his Letters, that he would leave all other Affairs, 
to come where his Prefence was ſo neceſſary. This 
Aſſurance intirely ſettled every thing, and Martin 
Cortes, judging it a proper Time to renew his 
Solicitations, ſet out immediately for the Court, 
with the four Commiſſioners from his Son; where, 
after ſome ſmall Delays, they had a particular Au- 
dience of the Cardinal Regent. They informed 
him in general how far Matters were advanced to- 
wards the Conqueſt of Mexico, and referred him 
to the Letters of Cortes for the Particulars. The 
gave him alſo an Account of the Orders they Found 
at Sevil, for impriſoning any one who ſhould come 
from Cortes, and of the Seizure of the Preſent they 
had brought for the King. Upon this Occa- 
fion, they repreſented the Reaſons they had to 
diſtruſt the Biſhop of Burgos; and laſtly, deſired 
Leave to except againſt him in a legal way as a 
Judge, offering to make good the Reaſons of their 
Exception, or fuffer the Penalty of their Irreve- 
rence. The Cardinal heard them with Attention, 
he ſeemed touched with their Misfortune, and com- 


forted them with Promiſes of a ſpeedy Diſpatch. 


He was particularly diſpleaſed with the Orders 
given at Sevil, and the Seizure of the Preſent, as 
5 being 
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being done without his Knowledge. Whereupon, 
the Cardinal anſwered them, with regard to their 
Requeſt concerning the Biſhop, That they might 
take their Remedy againſt him at Law, after the 
Manner they thought moſt proper; and that he would 
protect them from any Violence they might have Rea- 
ſon to fear in the Courſe of that Proceſs :., Which 
ſufficiently animated them for the hazardous Un- 
dertaxing of engaging in a Suit with a powerful 
Enemy; an Enterprize in which a Man is in a 
manner obliged to ſpeak in the moſt tender Terms, 
and where Fear is wont to take off a good deal 
from the Force of Reaſon. | 581 


« . 


Wir theſe Encouragements to hope for better 
Fortune, they immediately entered their Exception 
againſt the Preſident of the Council of the Indies 
in his own Court, delivering their Reaſons in Wri- 
ting with all the Temper and Moderation neceſſary 
to obſerve a due Reſpect. But their Reaſons were 
ſo ſtrong, and the Truth of what they alledged fo 


not deny Juſtice in an Affair of that Importance, 
and more eſpecially on the Approach of the Em- 
peror's Return, the Report of which was joyfully 
received . by,.all who did not ſtand in Fear of his 
Preſence z and not only quieted the Minds of the 
people, but, occaſioned his Miniſters to act with 
Circumſpection. Bernal Diaz. del - Caſtillo, and 
others who have followed him, treat the Biſhop 
too rigorouſly upon this Occaſion : \ Diaz relates 
what he heard, and the reſt have copyed it ; but 
, the Whole of what they ſay doth not ſeem credi- 
1 ble of ſo venerable and accompliſhed a Prelate. 
. However, ſome of the Articles againſt him were 
i certainly proved; as, his treating of a Marriage 
h. between his Niece and Diego Velaſquez, the ſharp 
rs Expreſſions he uſed on ſeveral Occaſions to the 
_ * R 3 Envoys 


well known to the other Judges, that they durſt 
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Envoys of Cortes, whom he treated as Rebels and 
Traitors, when his Paſſion had got the better of 
his Prudence. Theſe Proofs, with the Orders he 
had given in Sevi to impriſon all Perſons ſent from 
[ New-Spain, which were too publick to be denyed, 
1] were thought ſufficient to juſtify the Recufation, 
N After a full Hearing, and with the Approbation 
of the Council of State and the Cardinal, the 
| Biſhop was abſolutely forbid to interfere in any 
16 Matters between Hernan Cortes and Diego Velaſquez, 
his Orders were revoked, the Embargo's at Sari} 
taken off, and the Importarice of the Undertaking 
appeared in its true Light. The heroick Actions 
of Cortes, which were almoſt obſcured before by 
the Suſpicion of his Fidelity, were now celebrated 
with the Praiſes they deſerved ; and the Cardinal, 
by ſeveral Decrees, recommended the Diſpatch of 
| the Envoys, and was ſo ſincerely deſirous to for: 
118 Ward the Affair, that even after he had received 
4 - the News of his Exaltation to St. Peter's Chair, he 
14 diſpatched ſome Orders favourable to Cortes, as he 
was on the Road to embark: Whether he was af 
fected hy the Juſtice of his Cauſe, or that Having 
his Mind poffefſed with the Cares of the ſupreme 
Dignity, he thought it his Duty to remove all Im. 
e way to a Conqueſt, that was to prepare the 
ay for the Introduction of the Goſpel, and faci- 
lirate the Converſion of the Indians; an Intereſt of 
the Church worthy to engage the very firſt Reflec: 
prong of the Sovereign Pontiff, = 


CHAP. 


Concludes the Aﬀairs of the precedent Chapter. 


T HE new Pope Adrian, the Sixth of that Name, 
1 was then at Vickoria, whither he went to give 
the neceflary Orders for relieving the Provinces of 
Navarre and Guipuſcoa, whoſe Frontiers the French 
had ravaged, in order to foment the Diſturbances of 
Caſtile: But the Affairs of Ttaly, and repeated 
Lettets from Rome, obliged him to begin his Jour- 
ney, leaving every thing under his charge in the 
beſt. Poſtuge he could. Soon after, the Emperor 


arived.on the Coaſt of - Biſcay, and landing at the 


Port-of: Santander, found his Kingdoms almoſt re- 
covered; of the domeſtick Evils they had laboured 
under. The Storm was over, but the hollow Noiſe 
of the yet working Sea continued, as it is wont to 
do, for ſome time after a Tempeſt; before a ſettled 
Caim. He thought therefore, that to chaſtiſe ſome 
of the Seditious (excepted out of the general Par- 
don) would be neceſſary for the re-eſtabliſhing of 
Peace and Juſtice. He alſo found ſome Remain- 
ders of another Evil which Spain had ſuffered du- 
ring his Abſence; for the French had unexpettedh 

ſeized upon the Kingdom of Navarre: and thoug 

they were beaten out, after loſing a Battle, together 
with their Reputation, and ill-gotten Booty, yet 
were ſtill in Poſſeſſion of Frontarabia; and it was 
abſolutely neceſſary to retake this Place, into which 
the Enemy were preparing to throw a powerful Re- 
inforcement. But notwithſtanding theſe Affairs, 
and others at the ſame time in italy, Flanders, and 
Germany, he found Time for thoſe of New-Spain, 
to which he always had a very particular Attention: 
He gave another Audience to the Envoys of Cortes 3 


- 
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144 
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and tho* thoſe of Diego Velaſquez at the ſame time 
preſented their Requeſt, yet, as he had been well 
informed of the Caſe on both ſides by Letters from 
the Pope, he, by a new Sentence, confirmed the Re- 
cufation of the Biſhop of Burgos, and appointed 
Commiſſaries to determine finally upon this Affair, 
viz. the great Chancellor ef Arragon, Mercurio de 
Catinara; Hernando de Vega, Lord of Graial, and 
Great Commander of Caſtile; Doctor Lorenzo Ga- 
lindez of Caravajal; the Licentiate Franciſco de 
Vargas Councellor of State, and Chamberlain to 
the King.; and. Monſieur» de la Roſe, the Fleniſb 


Miniſter : Monſieur. de la Gbau, whom Diaz and 
Herrera have added to this Commiſſion, could not 


Kn be; cne of the Number, being dead ſome 
ears before in Sarageſſas and the, Poſt of Grand 
Chancellor, vacant by his Death, being poſſeſſed 
by Mercurio de Catinara. The Election of Perſons 
ſo well qualified, ſhewed the Juſtice of. his Ma. 
jeſty's Intentions: For the Kingdom did mot afford 
Men in whom che Emperor: repoſed more Confi- 
dence; nor Were Any ito: be found, in whom 
Learning, Prudence, and. Equity n in 2 
more eminent degree. —:U 

Tux firſt Thing che: Council did, was to bes 
over the Memorials drawm from Letters and Rela- 
tions produced at the Trial; but there they were ſo 
embaraſſed by contradictory Accounts] that they 
thought it neceſſary to order the Agents on both 


Sides to explain themſelves, viva vote, in the next 


Meeting for they were all;defirous to diſpatch 
this Affair, and examine ſtrictly into the Accuſa- 
tions brought by the Parties againſt each other, 
and into the Strength of their reſpective Argu- 
ments, that ſo they might come to the Knowledge 
of the Tad without bing * 5 to 

orms 
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Forms of Law, which generally do but perplex a 
Cauſe, and are ſo many Obſtacles to Juſtice, 
- Taz next Day the Agents appeared before the 
Council with their Advocates; and; among thoſe 
for Diego Velaſquez, Andres de Duero ſignalized 
himſelf : but People were the leſs ſurprized to ſee 
him unfaithful to his Friend, knowing he had 
been ſo firſt to his Maſter. The Memorials were 
read; and the Parties at the ſame time were exa- 
mined, in order to diſcover how they juſtified 
themſelves from their reſpective Accuſations, and 
made good their Complaints. From their An“ 
ſwers, the Judges drew what was ſufficient to de- 
cide the Affair: And, after ſome few Days Hear- 
ings, the Court unanimouſly agreed, That it was nos 
reaſonable for Diego Velaſquez to appropriate to him 
ſelf the Advantages' of the Conqueſt of New. Spain, 
without a'better Title than tha: of baving expended 
ſome Money in the Preparations ' for that Enters 
prize, and naming Cortes for Commander: | That 
he could aniy have his Action for what be bad laid 
out, making it appear to be from bis own proper 
Stock, and not any 'of tbe Effe#s belonging to the 
King in bis Government: That the Nomination of 
Cortes afforded him no Pretence either to the Honour 
or Advantage of the Conqueſt; for, befides that he 
gave him the Commiſſion without the' Authority of - the 
Miniſters of tbe Royal Audience, whoſe Ortlers be 
could have received, or ſo much as acquainting them 
with. it, he loft" thoſe Prerogatives the Day bat be 
revoked it, and could have no Right to ſay, That the 
Conqueſt was made by his Order; Cortes being by 
that Revocation” left free d alt as he ſhould Judge 
moſt advantageous for the Service of the King,” with 
the Troops and Veſſels which, for the moſt part, he 
bad raiſed and equipped at bis oο. Expence, and that 
Nee er eee 
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Anxp tho' the Judges were alſo very ſenſible, 
that the Conduct of Cortes was not, in the Begin- 
ning of this Enterprize, altogether ſo regular as it 
ſhould have been, yet they thought ſomething was 
to be allowed to his juſt Indignation, and much 
more to its av er Effects: A Conqueſt {6 
wonderful, and of fo. great Importance, the Dif. | 
ficulties of which had only ſerved to manifeſt hi ; 
incomparable Valour, and, above all, his Fidelity, 
and; inviolable Attachment to his Duty! For which 
Reaſon, they judged him worthy to be- continued 

the Command of what he had- conquered, and 
w be encouraged and ſupported in an Undertaking 
already. ſo far advanced. And, laſtly, they cenſu- 
red Diego Velaſquez, as a Perſon who had ſhewed 2 
very ungovernable Ambition, in aſpiring, with 1 
little Reaſon, to uſurp the Glory and Advantage 
of the Actions of another; and as having been 
auilty of a Raſhneſs which * a very ſevere 
Reprimand, in ſending an Army againſt Hernay 
Cortes, without confidering the Conſequences which 
might have attended fuch violent Proceedings, o 
regarding che Orders he had received to the con- 
trary from _ Minifers of the Royal Audience of 
8 

Trzst 3 laid before -the Empe 
ror,” which being approved by his Majeſty, Sen. 
tence was pronounced, declaring Hernan Cortes to 
be a good Miniſter, and faithful Subject; honour 
ing with the like Approbation the Officers and 
Soldiers under his Command; impoſing perpetual 
Silence on Diego Velaſquez, on the Subject of any 
Pretenfions to the Conqueſt of New Spain; and 
ſtrictly commanding him, on pain of ſevere Puniſt- 

ment, not to raiſe the leaft Obſtacle to that Affair, 
either directly or indirectly, with a Reſervation tor 
_ Demand he might have on account of Monis 


by 
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by him expended in the Armament of the Veſſels, 
which he was to make out his Claim to, and fue 
for in the ordinary way of Juſtice. And thus did 
this Affair end, the Judges referring the Honours 
deſigned for Cortes, the Reprimanding of Velaſquez, 
and other Concluſions of the Council, to che Diſ- 
patches that were to be ſent in the Name of the 
Sou are of the Opinion, that this Judgment 
was framed rather according to Reaſons of State, 
than the Rigour of Juſtice: It is not my Buſineſs 
to examine the Right of the pretending Parties; 1 
have ſhewn the Motives and Conſiderations upon 
which the Judges pronounced Sentence, and I am 
not inſenſible, that in the firſt Steps of Cortes thete is 
Occaſion for a favourable Interpretation; but at the 
fame time it cannot be denyed, that his Title to 
the Conqueſt was as good as the Emperor's to the 
Gay conquered. Upon which Confideration, 
es might very well proceed as a Court of 

Equity, by taking this Affair out of the common 
Road, and moderating the Rigour of Juſtice: To 
which they Were the more induced by the Weak- 
nefs of Velaſgueꝝ s Arguments, his violent Proceed- 
megs, and Diſreſpect to the Royal Authority. It is 
fad he lived but a little while after he received 
the Emperor's Reprimand, the very Words of 
Kings having the Power to reward and 'puniſh. 
We muſt not refuſe to Diego Velaſquez the juſt 
Praifes he deſerved, on account of his Quality 


- - 


x » 

Capacity, and Courage, of which he had given 
fignal Proofs in the Conqueſt of Cuba; but upoh 
this Occaſion he was miſerably miſtaken. in the Be- 
ginning, and, by the Uſe of improper Means, fell 
thort of the Fnd he propoſed; and, finally, his 
Impatience haſtened his Death. His firſt Fault 
was Diſtruſt, a Vice which, like Exceſs of Fear, 
| produces 
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the ſecond was Anger, which 
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Honour and Favour which Kings beſtow on thoſe 
from whom they have received extraordinary Ser- | 
vices, when they do not diſdain to own the Obli- 
cation. The Emperor in this Letter did not only 
approve the paſt Actions of Cortes, but withal his 
preſent Deſign, and the Difpoſition he had made 
jor re-taking the City of Mexico. He let him 
know how ſenſible he was of his Valour and Con- 
ſtancy, not forgetting to take Notice of the Pru- 
dence and Addreſs with which he had managed 
both his own Troops, and thoſe- of his, Confede- 
rates His Majeſty alſo 'informed' him of the Or- 
ders he had given to ſecure: him from his Rivals, 
and of the Commiſſion he ' had ſent him to be 
Governor and Captain-General of - that Country. 
He aſſured him at the ſame time of more ſolid 
Proofs of his Acknowledgment, and made parti- ' 
cular and honourable mention of the Captains and 9 
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4 Work. A Letter which will for ever honour the 
- lloſtrious Poſterity of Cortes! and ſuch a one as 
would not only give Nobility, where it is want- 
ng, but a Luſtre to Families of the nobleſt De- 
t. 110 

Turst Diſpatches were all ſigned by the Em- 
peror in Valladolid, the 22d of October 1522. and 
immediately ſent away with two of the Envoys of 


Soldiers who had ſerved under him. He recom- "nl 
mended to him in a moſt preſſing Manner to treat | 3 
| the Indians well, and to take care to have them 4 
. inſtructed in the Chriſtian Religion, conſidering || 

| them as a Soil capable of being cultivated by the | | 

| Goſpel: He laſtly gave him Hopes of ſpeedy Suc- 3 

| cour and Aſſiſtance, referring to his Valour and n 
is Fidelity the final Accompliſhment of ſo great a 1 


to artes, the other two remaining behind to ſolicit 
of occours, and receive Inſtructions that were fra- 
ur : 3 | 


ming 
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ming for the civil and military Government of the 
new-conquered Country. 5 | 
_Fzo? we have a little interrupted our Account 
of the Exploits of Cortes, we thought it neceſſary 
to purſue this Affair to the Concluſion, that we 
might not leave it unfiniſhed in ſuch manner a 
ſhould oblige us to make another Digreſſion: A 
Liberty not only taken by Hiſtorians, but Annz- 
lifts, who tie themſelves up more ſtrictly to Time; 
as we find it practiſed in Cornalius Tacitus, whe, 
in the Empire of Claudius, introduces and concludes 
the Wars of Britain, under the two Vice-Pretors, 
Offerius and Didius, judging it leſs inconvenient to 
break through the Series of Years, than the Con- 
nexion of important Events. 
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Cortes receives a new Succour of Men and An- 
munition: He muſters his Spaniſh Troops; 
and the Confederates do the like, after hi 
Example : He publiſhes certain military Or- 
ders, and begins his March, with a Deſi 


to poſſeſs himſelf of Tezeuco. 


T was now about the End of the Year 1320, when 
Cortes reſolved to march with his whole Army 
into the Enemy's Country, and to make the lat 
Diſpoſitions for his grand Enterprize. He had re- 
ceived, ſome few Days before, a Succour of Men, 
whom good Fortune threw in his way; for the 
Governor of Vera-Crux, gave him Notice, that 3 
Merchant-Man from the Canaries was anchored 


there, with a conſiderable Quantity of * 
| an 
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and Powder, and other warlike Proviſions, three 
Horſes, and ſome Paſſengers, who came thither 
purpoſely to {Al their Merchandize to the Spani- 
ards, who were ingaged in that Conqueſt. 
Ar that time all Sorts of Goods ſold at an 
exceſſive - Price in the Indies, and the Hopes of 
Gain had quite overcome all Fear of ſo diſtant. 
and dangerous a Commerce. Upon this Advice, 
Cortes, deſirous to make Advantage of the Op- 
portunity, immediately ſent a Commiſſary to Vera- 
Cruz, with Bars of Gold and Silver, under a 
ſufficient Guard; and the Governor was ordered 
to buy the Arms and Ammunition as cheap as 
he could. The Governor managed the Matter 
with ſo much Dexterity, and raiſed ſuch an Opi- 
nion of the Undertaking in which his General was 
engaged, that not only the Merchants ſold what 
they had brought at a reaſonable Rate, but the 
Captain of the Veſſel, with the Maſter, and thir- 
teen Spaniſb Soldiers, who came to ſeek their For- 
tunes in the Indies, went with the Commiſſary to 
the Camp, and joined the Army. This Notion of 
making Fortunes in the Indies, was very pre- 
valent at that time, and ſtill ſubſiſts among ſome 
who are eager to enrich themſelves that Way; 
the Deſtruction of thoſe who had been deceived, 
not in the leaſt diſcouraging the Avarice of others. 
Wirz this Reinforcement, and ſome others 
then which Hernan Cortes had received beyond all Ex- 
ray pectation, he reſolved to haſten the March of his 
lat i Army; and indeed he could not now delay it any 
qe: bonger, or ſtay for the finiſhing the Brigantines; 
for the Troops of the Republick, with thofe of 
their Allies, were daily arriving, and, from -their 
Inaction, he might reaſonably apprehend ſome In- 


conveniencies. 


HE 
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He aſſembled his Captains, to deliberate upon 
what would be moſt proper for them to undertake 
with the Forces they had, for the Service of the 
grand Deſign, till ſuch time as they ſhould be 
Joined by all the reſt of the Troops, and were in a 
Condition to attempt the Recovery of Mexico: And 
after a long Debate upon Variety of Opinions, they 
reſolved to march directly to Tezeuco, and, in alt 
Events, to ſeize that City; which being ſituated in 
the Road from Tlaſcala, and almoſt on the Bor- 
ders of the Lake, ſeemed very proper for a Place of 
Arms: It was a Poſt which they could fortify and 
maintain, and where they might eaſily receive the 
Reinforcements they expected, and make Inroads 
from it into the Enemy's Country: Moreover, it 
was a ſure Retreat at a reaſonable Diſtance from 
Mexico, to ſhelter them from the Accidents of 
War. It was alſo judged, that the Troops which 


were already arrived, were a Number ſufficient for 


that Deſign; and tho* the Canals, by which the 
Waters of the Lake had a Communication with the 
City, ſeemed too narrow for the Paſſage of the 
Brigantines, they reſolved to conſider more at Lei- 
ſure of that Difficulty afterwards, and to begin their 
March without any farther Delay. 
Tux Day after this Reſolution, Cortes muſtered 
his Spaniards, and found them five hundred and 
forty Foot, and forty Horſe, with nine Pieces of 
Artillery, brought on Shore from the Veſſels. 
This Parade was ordered in Sight of an innumera- 
ble Concourſe of People, and had the Air of a 
general Review, by drawing the Attention of the 
Spectators from the numbering of the Men, to 
the Pomp of the Shew, in which nothing was omit- 
ted that ſerved for Oftentation ; as, the Finery of 
the Soldiers, Flying of Colours, Management of 
Horſes, and the handling of their Arms, when they 


prepared 
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prepared to ſalute the General ; and all was per- 
ormed with ſo much Gallantry and Decorum, that 
the Multitude expreſſed their Satisfaction by re- 
peated Acclamations : And the Idian Soldiers were 
inſtructed by their Example For Xicotencal, who 
was General of the Republick, would needs muſter 
his Troops, not that this Method was ever prac- 
tiſed by the Tlaſcalans, but only to make his Court 
to Cortes, by imitating the Spaniards; and firſt 
paſſed the Drums and Trumpets, with the reſt of 
their warlike Inſtruments; then the Captains, in 
Files, gaily adorned, with large Plumes of various 
Colours, and Jewels hanging at their Ears and 
Lips; they carried their Macanas, or two-handed 
Swords, under the Left Arm, with their Points 
upward ; and every one had a Page, bearing his 
Shield, on which were different Figures, expreſſing 
their own Exploits, and the Defeat of their Ene- 
mies; after their manner, they complimented the 
two Generals, and then the Troops marched by in 
different Bodies, diſtinguiſhed by the Colour of 


their Plumes, and by their Enſigns; namely, the 


Figures of ſeveral Animals, which hanging at the 
End of their Pikes, ſerved inftead of Colours : 
The whole Army conſiſted of ten Thouſand choſen 
Men; for tho* the Republick had provided a much 
greater Number, yet the reſt of their Levies were 
left to aſſiſt in conducting the Brigantines, the Se- 
curity of which was of ſo much Conſequence, that 


the Senate took the engaging their Troops that 


way as a Favour, which might have been refented 
as a Slight. | Om 
AnToNnto DE HERRERA will have it, that the 
Tlaſcalans muſtered eighty Thouſand Men, in which 
he differs from Bernal Diaz, and other Authors; 
unleſs he included Troops of Cholula and Guaxoeingv, 
which were encamped without the Town ; for there 
Vol, II. 8 | — 
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is no Doubt but Hernan Cortes marched out of Tlaſ- 
cala with above ſixty Thouſand Men, not reckon- 
ing thoſe who joined him on his March, or at the 
Place of Rendezvous, which were ſo numerous, 
that during the Siege of Mexico, he had under his 


Command above two hundred Thouſand Men; 


and what renders this the more remarkable, is, that 
we have not been told of any Want they had of 
Proviſions, or of the leaft Diſcord among ſo many 
different Nations, of any Confuſion in the giving 
of Orders or of any Want of Exactneſs in obeying 
them, Much, indeed, was owing to the great 
Capacity and extraordinary Prudence of Cortes, but 
this Work could not be wholly his. It pleaſed 
God to reduce this Empire to his holy Law, and 
making uſe of him as an Inſtrument, he facilitated 
the Means which conduced to that End, diſpoſing 
the Minds of Men for thoſe Events which He had 
pre-ordained. _ 

CorTEs immediately publiſhed ſome Ordinances 
which he had formed at his leiſure Hours, to pre- 
vent thoſe Inconveniencies in War, by which it is 
wont to hazard, or loſe its Character of being uſt, 
He ordered therefore, upon pain of Death, That 10 
Man ſhould preſume to draw bis Sword againſt an- 
tber, either in Quarters, or upon the March; That 
uo Spaniards ſhould abuſe a confederate Indian, either 
by Word or Action; That no one ſhould force, or 
otherwiſe abuſe a Woman, tho* belonging to the Ene. 
my; That no one ſhould leave the Army, to go and 
plunder the Villages, without Leave, and a Number 
Sufficient to execute the Undertaking ;, and, That they 
ſhould not play away their Arms and Horſes, in 
abich Article, their Diſcipline had been a little to0 
remiſs. And he particularly prohibited, on pain of 
Infamy and Degradation, all Swearing, * 

and 
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and other Abuſes, which are generally introduced, 
as allowable, under the Title of Military Licence. 

Taz ſame Ordinances were ſignified to the 
Commanders of the Indian Troops; and Cortes 
himſelf was preſent when they were interpreted to 
them by Aguilar and Donna Marina, in order to 
make them underſtand, that the Penalties regarded 
all without Exception, and that the leaſt of their 
Exceſſes would be puniſhed with the utmoſt Ri- 
gour. This quickly went from the Tlaſcalans to 
the other Nations, and had ſo good an Effect, that 
from that Moment there appeared more Regularity 
in the Indians than before; tho? during the March, 
Cortes was obliged to wink at ſome things, and 
make Allowance for their Barbariſm, and the Pre- 
valency of Cuſtom ; but after the Puniſhment of 
two or three, the reſt were reduced to better Dif-. 
cipline : and the Fear of being chaſtized, joined 
with the Care they took to conceal their Crimes, 
paſſed for a ſort of Reparation to the Juſtice of the 
General. IEA 

Urox the Day of the March which was the 
Feaſt of the Innocents, after Father Bartolome de 
Olmedo had ſaid Maſs, and addreſſed himſelf to 
God in a particular Prayer for the good Succeſs of 
the Expedition, Hernan Cortes commanded the 
Indians to form themſelves into groſs Battalions, 
and after they were ranged in Order of Battle, he 
marched out of the Village at the Head of the Spa- 
niords; and by their Example, ſhewed the Indians 
how to double their Files, with all the Leiſure 
which that Movement requires, their overmuch 
Haſte in beginning an Engagement generally bring- 
ing them into Confuſion, and being one of their 
greateſt Miſtakes in War. 

AFTER this, he called together the principal 
Commanders of the ſeveral Nations, and, by the 

| 8 2 Help 


260 The HisTory of the Book v. 


Help of the Interpreters, made them a ſhort Ex- 
hortation : He recommended to them, 10 animate 
their Men, by convincing them, that the preſent Un- 
 dertaking concerned their common Intereſt, as being to 
Fabt for their own Liberty and that of their Country; 
1 ſend all back who were not willing to ſtay ; to take 
very particular Care to puniſh the Breach of Orders; 
and above all, to lay before them the Obligation they 
were under of following the Example of their Friends 
the Spaniards, both in their Actions of Valour, and in 
their Moderation. . | | 

THey went to put his Orders in Execution, and 
he returned to the Head of his own Men; who, 
by their Silence, ſhewed that they were prepared to 
hear him : 7 do not pretend, my Friends and Compa- 
nions, (ſaid he) to make you ſenſible by vain Exagge- 
rations of the Obligations you lie under to aft in this 
Expedition like Spaniards; I have already bad ſuf- 
Faent Proofs of your Courage, and bave even envyed 
the Gallantry of your Actions. What I am now 10 
recommend to you, is rather under the Character of 
your Companion than your General, that we ſhould 
all, with equal Care, confider this great Multitude of 
Indians, who follow us, and who regard our Cauſe 
as their own; which lays us under two Obligations, 
both worthy of our particular Attention. The firſt is, 
to behave towards them as Friends, and even to bear with 
them, if it be neceſſary, as Creatures of an inferior 
Degree of Reaſon; and the other is, to give them an 
Example by our Actions. You are ſenſible of the 
Orders which have been publiſhed to all, and the leaf 
Offence againft them, amongſt you, will be aggra- 
vated by the Addition of ſetting a bad Example; 
every one muſt conſider the Influence his Trangreſſions 
may have, or elſe I ſhall be obliged to conſider the 
important Influence of their due Puniſhment. I ſhall 
be extremely concerned, to find myſelf neceſſitated x 
0D | | procee 
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proceed with Rigour againſt the Man of leaft Account 
amongſt you : but this Concern will be unavoidable ; 
for I am reſolved to be juſt, as well as patient. You 
are all ſenfible of the great Undertaking wwe have in 
band; tis no leſs than the Conqueſt of an Empire for 
our King, and will be an Action worthy to be Tecord- 
ed in Hiſtory. The Forces we already have, with 
thoſe who are yet to join us, will be proportioned to 
this heroick Defign; and God, whoſe Cauſe we defend, 
and who has bitherto miraculouſly ſupported us, will 
go along with us; nor is it poſſible to ſuppoſe, He 
will abandon an Enterprize, in which He bath fo 
often declared Himſelf our Leader. Let us then fol- 
lIny Him, and not diſpleaſe Him. And repeating. 
again, Let us then follow Him, and not diſpleaſe 
Him, he ended his Speech, and gave Orders for 
the March, with the Acclamations of bis People; 
taking for good Prognofticks, the Satisfaction with 
which the Soldiers followed him, the extraordin 
Accident by which the Number of. his Spaniards 
was augmented, and the hearty Diſpoſition of his 
Confederates. He conſidered all theſe together as 
a happy Preſage of Succeſs, not that he made 
much 1 of ſuch Obſervations ; but the Un- 
derſtanding ſometimes relaxes itſelf, that Hope 
may be diverted with the Dreams of the Imagina- 


_— 
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e CX. 


The Army marches, and overcomes ſome Dif- 
ficulties. The King of Tezeuco ſends an art- 
ful Enibaſſy to Cortes; he returns an An- 
' fever of the ſame hind, and thereby gains 
Admittance into the City without Reſiſtance, 


HE Army marched that Day ſix Leagues 
and, at Sun-ſet, took up their Quarter 
in a Place called Tezmeluca, which, in the Lan- 
guage of the Country, ſignified a Grove of Oaks, 
It was a conſiderable Town ſituate on the Mexican 
Confines, and in the Juriſdiction of Guaxocingo, 
whoſe Cazique took Care to provide ſufficiently for 
all the Troops, and a particular Regale for the 
Spaniards. The Day following, they continued 
their March in the Enemy's Country with all ne- 
ceſſary Precautions. They received Advice, that 
the Mexicans were aſſembled on the other Side of 
a Mountain, whoſe Woods and Rocks rendered 
the Paſſage to the Road of Tezeuco very difficult; 
and becauſe they came not to that Place till to- 
wards Evening, and it was not adviſable to march 
thro* ſuch broken mountainous Ground, when 
Night was approaching, the Army made a Halt, 
and lodged themſelves as well as they could, ma- 
king great Fires, which were ſcarce ſufficient to 
preſerve them from the intemperate Cold. 
_ EaRLy in the Morning they began to mount 
the Hill, and penetrate the Woods, rc pace 
with the Artillery; but they had not marched 
much above a League, when the Van-guard re: 
turned with an Account, that the Enemy had ſtop- 
ped pp the Way with Trees lajd acroſs, and ſharp 
g Stakes / 
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Stakes, which they had fixed in the looſe Sands to 
wound the Horſes; upon which Hernan Cortes, 
who never loſt any Opportunity of encouraging his 
Men, ſaid to the Spaniards aloud, Theſe valiant 
People don't ſeem very deſirous to meet us, ſince they 
tale ſo much Pains to ſtop up the Way to them: And 
without the leaſt Delay, he ordered two Thouſand 
Tlaſcalans to join the Van-guard, and clear the 
Road of all Impediments ; which they executed 
with ſo much Expedition, that the Rear of the 
Army ſcarce ſeemed to ſtop. He likewiſe detached 
ſome Companies to ſearch narrowly thoſe Places 
which ſeemed proper for Ambuſcades; and with 
all the Caution, that thoſe Signs of a neighbour- 
ing Enemy required, the Troops continued their 
March two Leagues further to the Top of the 
Mountain. | | | 
From this Place they diſcovered the great Lake 
of Mexico, and upon .this Occaſion Hernan Cortes 
put his Soldiers in Mind of the Proſperity and 
Riches they had enjoyed, as well as of what they 
had ſuffered in that City, mixing the Good and 
Bad, that he might animate them to Revenge by 
the Incentives of Intereſt. They likewiſe diſco- 
vered ſeveral Fires in diſtant Towns, ſucceeding 
one another with ſome Intermiſſion: And tho? there 
was no Doubt but theſe were Signals made on the 
Diſcovery of the Army, they purſued their March, 
with litte leſs Difficulty, and with the ſame Precau- 
tion; for the Way continued very bad, and the 
Woods were ſo thick, that they had but little open 
Ground, : I | 
Bur after they had overcome this Difficulty, 
they diſcovered, at a great Diſtance, the Enemy's 
Army, which took up all the plain, without ma- 
king any Motion, ſeeming reſolved to continue in 
a Poſt, from whence they could eaſily make a 
4 Retreat 
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Retreat. The Spaniards rejojced at the Opportu- 


. 


nity of coming ſo ſoon to Action, and the Tlaf- 
calans did the fame; but the Joy of the latter 
freight turned to Fury, ſo that Cortes was obliged 
to make uſe of his Voice, and the Diligence of 
ſome of his Captains, to preyent their running into 
Diſorder though an Eagerneſs to Fight. The Mexi- 
cans were on the farther Side of a great Barranco 
or Gap in the Earth, which muſt of Neceſſity be 
paſſed. It was made deeper by a Brook, Which 
gathering all the Waters from the Mountains, ran 
n it, and was, at that Time, conſiderably 


fwelled. The Mexicans had a little wooden Bridge 


over it, for the Uſe of Paſſengers, which they 


could eaſily have broke down, but had left on 


Purpoſe, as was afterwards ſuppoſed, that they 
might deſtroy their Enemies in that narrow Paſs, 


thinking it impoſſible that they could ever form 


themſelyes on the other Side, when fo vigorouſly 
oppoſed. After this manner they reaſoned, when 
they were at a Diſtance from Danger; but when 
they diſcovered the Army of Cortes, which they 
had not believed to be ſo numerous, their Imagi- 
nation was ſtruck with leſs fantaftick Nations, 


They wanted Courage to defend their Poſt, but 
deſiring to affect a Shew of Valour, or at: leaſt to 
_  £onceal their Fear, they began to retire by little 


and little without turning their Backs, ſeeming to 
diſtinguiſh betwixt a Flight and a Retreat. | 
CorTEs advanced with ſpeed, and when he 


came up to the Barranco, he eſteemed it a piece of 


good Fortune, that the Enemy had quitted it; for 
notwithſtanding the Spaniards found no Reſiſtance, 
they had fome Difficulty in paſbieg it. He de- 
tached twenty Horſe, and ſome Companies of 
Tlaſcalans, to keep the Enemy in Play, without 
engaging farther, until ſuch time as the reſt of his 
Troops ſhould be all paſſed; but the Mexico 
Es : | ooner 


up on the other Side of 
the Barranco, but they laid aſide all their Policy, 
openly flying and diſperſing, ſome betaking therh< 
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ſooner ſaw them drawing 


ſelves to the moſt unfrequented Paths, and others 
ſeeking Refuge in the Shelter of the Mountains. 

CorTEs did not care to loſe Time in following 
the Chace, becauſe *twas of more Importance to 
poſſeſs himfelf ſpeedily of Tezeuco z and whatever 


delayed that, was to be eſteemed a Hindrance to 


the main _— The Army, however, in their 
March, made fome Slaughter of the Mexicans Who 
had abſconded in the Woods. The ſame Night 
the Troops quartered in a Place newly forſaken' by 
the Inhabitants, within three Leagues of Tezeuco, 
where they doubled their Centries, and were, in 4 
manner, all Night under Arms. But the next' 
Day, at a little Diſtance from that Town, they dif- 
covered about Ten unarmed Indians, who were 
coming in Hafte along the Road with the Ap- 
pearance of Meſſengers, or Fugitives, and brought 
with them a Plate of Gold, in form of a Flag, 
hanging to the Top of a Lance, which was looked 
on as a Signal of Peace. The Chief of them came 
as Ambaſſador from the King of Tezeuco, deſiring 
Cortes to ſpare his People and Country, acquaint- 
ing him, that he deſired to be his Confederate ; 
for which End, he had provided good Quarters 
for all the Spaniards, in the City; and that the reſt 
of the Nations under his Command, ſhould be 
ſupplied with every thing that was neceſſary, with- 
out the Walls. Cortes put ſome Queſtions to him; 
and, as he came well inſtructed, he anſwered with- 
out Heſitation ; adding, That his Maſter had juſt 
Reaſon to complain of the Emperor who then 
reigned in Mexico, who was about to execute his 
Revenge upon him by ſome Extortions, and other 
Oppreſſions not to be endured, for his havin : _ 
uſe 
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fuſed him his Vote in his Election to the Empire 
for which Reaſon he was minded to unite himſelf 
with the Spaniards, as one of the moſt. intereſted 
in the Ruin of that Tyrant. | | 
- Ours Hiſtorians don't ſay, or at leaſt, don't 
agree, whether the Brother, of Cacumazin, whom 
we left Priſoner in Mexico, for conſpiring againſt 
Moteaums and the Spaniards, reigned at this Time 
in Tezeuco. It has been already related how the 
Crown, and Electoral Vote, were beſtowed on his 
Brother at the Recommendation of Cortes ; and 
*tis very likely, that the diſpoſſeſſed Prince reigned 
at this Time, and that the new Emperor might 
think it very proper to reſtore him, on the account 
of his being a declared Enemy of the Spaniards : 
Which alſo ſeems agreeable with the Diſtruſt con- 
ceived by Cortes; for he no ſooner received the 
Embaſly, but he ſtepped aſide to confer with his 
Captains about the Anſwer. They all doubted the 
Sincerity of the Propoſition, and thought it was 
too much to be expected from an offended Prince; 
but that, nevertheleſs, ſince they had already re- 
ſolved to make themſelves Maſters of that Place by 
Force of Arms, it ought to be conſidered as a piece 
of good Fortune to have their Entrance free, which 
firſt Difficulty they ſhould get over by accepting 
the Prince's Offer; and that, when once they were 
within the Walls, where they ſhould be as much 
upon their Guard as if they had taken the Town 
by Aſſault, they might act as Occaſion required. 
This Determination being made, Cortes diſpatched 
the Ambaſſador, bidding him tell his Prince, That 
he agreed to the Peace, and accepted the offered 


Quarters, being deſirous to correſpond intirely to 
the good Intelligence with which he had ſought his 


Friendſhip, 
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Taz Troops continged their March, and lodged 


themſelves thar Night in one of the Suburbs of the 
City, or Village near adjoining ; deferring their 


Entry till next Morning, that they might have the 
whole Day before them for an Enterprize, which, 
according to the Appearances, would not be over 
in a few Hours. One Ground of this Suſpicion 
was, their finding the Place utterly forſaken by the 
Inhabitants ; and another, no leſs conſiderable, was 
the Cazique's not appearing, nor any body from 
him, to viſit Cortes : but there was no Sign of 
War, nor did any thing extraordinary happen, 
until at Sun-riſe, Cortes made his Diſpoſitions for 


attacking the Town, which he now thought una- 


voidable ; tho* in a little time he perceived it to 
be unneceſſary, for he found the City open, and 
without Defence. Some Troops advanced to ſeize 
the Gates, which they did without Reſiſtance. Her- 
nan Cortes, in a Readineſs to fight, marched ghro” 
the Streets, ſtill obſerving the Appearances of 
Peace, while he ſuſpected War. He advanced in 
the beſt Order he could, till he came into a large 
Square, where he drew up the greateſt Part of his 
Men, and ordered the reſt to poſſeſs themſelves. 
of all the Streets thereabouts. The Inhabitants, 
who appeared in Multitudes in ſeveral Places as 
they paſſed along, ſeemed frightened, and ſhewed 
in their Faces the Uneaſineſs of their Minds; and 
it was remarked, that none of their Women were 
to be ſeen; Circumſtances which helped to con- 
firm the firſt Suſpicions. 


Ir was thought proper to ſeize on the chief 


Temple, which, by its Height, commanded the 


whole City, and from whence might be ſeen the 
greateſt Part of the Lake; and for this Service, 
Cortes ordered Pedro de Alvarado, Chriſtoval de Olid, 
and Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo, with ſome F 9 
| 1 an 
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and a ſufficient Number of Naſcalans. They found 
that Poſt without Defence, and from the Top of 
the Temple diſcovered, that great Numbers of the 
Inhabitants were flying from the City, ſome by 
Land to the Mountains, and others in Canoes to 
Mexico, which plainly made appear the Treachery 
of the Cazique. Cortes ordered him to be ſought, 
and brought before him; but was informed, that 
he had retired ſome little time before to the Mexi- 
can Troops with thoſe few of his Men who were 
willing to follow him; who, as the Peaſants aid, 
were People of no Account : for the Nobility, and 


the greateſt Part of his Vaſſals, abhorred his Go- 


vernment, and ſtayed behind, pretending they would 
follow him. It was diſcovered likewiſe, that he 
had reſolved to treat the Spaniards well, until he 
had gained their good Opinion, in order to take 
Advantage of . their Security, and introduce the 
Mexitans, who were to deſtroy them all in one 
Night; but when he was informed by his Ambaſ- 
ſador of the great Force Cortes brought with him, 


he wanted Courage to go on with his Deſign, and 


thought it more adviſeable to retreat, abandoning 


the City, and his Vaſſals, to the Diſcretion of his 


emies. 


HERE Good-Fortune did as much as Induſtry 


and Valour could have done. Cortes defired to 

fleſs himſelf of Tezeuco, an advantageous Poſt 
or a Place of Arms, and neceſſary for his Enter- 
prize; and the defigned Stratagem of the Cazique 
gave him a free Paſſage into the City without the 
leaft Diſpute ; his Flight removed the Inconveni- 


_ ence of a continual Jealouſy and Diftruſt ; and 


the Diſcontent of his Subjects facilitated the Means 
of bringing them to be at his Devotion. When 
Affairs are to fucceed, every thing hits right, 
and for this Reaſon Fortunate is juſtly placed 
ws among 
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among the Attributes of a General, whoſe pru- 
dent Diſpoſitions are executed by Valour, but 
whoſe Prudence and Valour are both beholden to 
good Fortune. This word Fortune was ill under- 
ſtood by the Gentiles, or not underſtood at all. 
They adored Fortune, as a Deity, tho' fantaſtical 
and undiſtinguiſhing, always blind and Inconſtant: 
but we underſtand by this Name, the free Gifts of 
Divine Beneficence : And thus the Idea of what is 
meant by proſperous Accidents, is rectified; 2 
tune reduced to its true Signification; and 
Fortunate know the Spring of thoſe Favours they 


receive. 
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The Army being quartered in Tezeuco, fil 

| Nobles come and offer to ſerve in it. Cortes 
reftores the Kingdom to the lawful Succeſſor, 
leaving the Tyrant without any Hopes to re- 
eſtabliſh himfelf. 1 


THE firſt Care of Cortes was, to remove the 
1 Apprehenſions which the People of the Coun- 
try were under. He ordered the Spaniards to treat 
them gently, endeavouring to gain their Affections, 
lince they ought to conſider them as having already 
ſubmitted ; and this Order was publiſhed to the 
Confederate Troops with greater Precifeneſs by the 
Mouths of their Chiefs ; whoſe Obedience was the 
more remarkable, becauſe they were now in an 
Enemy's Country, well practiſed in the Violences 
of War, and fluſhed with the Preſumption of being 
Conquerors: but ſuch was their Reſpect to 1 
| that 
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that they not only repreſſed their natural Ferocity, 
- and evil Cuſtoms, but familiarized themſelves with 
the Inhabitants, publiſhing Peace to them both by 
their Words and Actions. The Soldiers quartered 
that Night in the Palaces of the fugitive King, 
which were ſo capacious, that there was ſufficient 
Lodgment for the Spaniards, and Part of the Tl:ſ- 


calans, and the reſt were quartered in the neigh- 


bouring Streets, without entering into the Houſes, 
that they might not incommode the Inhabitants. 

Tu next Morning ſome of the Idol Prieſts 
came to ſolicit good Treatment for their Gods, 


returning Thanks at the ſame time for that which 
they had already experienced. They alſo acquaint- 
ed Cortes, That the Nobility of that City waited 
his Permiſſion to come and make an Offer of their 
Obedience and Friendſhip ; which Cortes agreed to, 
without having any Occaſion to affect being well 


Pleaſed ; for he very much deſired what he grant- 


ed. And, a little after, the Nobles came dreſt, as 
they uſed to appear in their publick Solemnities, 
headed by a Youth of a genteel Mien, who ſpoke 
for the reſt, and preſented to Cortes this Troop of 
Soldiers, who came, he ſaid, to ſerve in his Army, 


deſiring to merit by their Actions a Shelter under 


the Shade of his Enſigns; to which he added a 
few more Words, expreſſed with ſuch a Force and 
Gravity, as gained him at the ſame time both At- 
tention and Reſpect. Hernan Corres heard him 
with Admiration, and was ſo taken with his Elo- 
quence, and good Behaviour, (together with the 
Advantage of this Offer) that without being able 
to contain himſelf, he took him into his Arms; 
but after having attributed this Exceſs of his 
Content to the Diſcretion of the young Man, he 
compoſed himſelf to return a ſedate Anſwer to his 
Propoſition. 155 n K 
HE 


kf, e he6hohd. ch 


monies of Reſpect were over, Cortes retired with 
him who came as their Leader, and ſome others 
of the principal Tezeucans; and calling for his In- 


in the City, and the Cowardice with which: he 
turned his Back on the firſt Rumour of Danger: 
And laſtly, they informed him, That the Perſon 


ſals, that inſtead of regretting his Abſence, they 
rejoiced at it as a Happineſs : A Diſpoſition which 


becauſe it imported him much, to make Advan- 
tage of this their Diſaffection to their Prince, for 
the more ſecure Eſtabliſhment of his Place. of 


actly agreeable to his Wiſhes. For the moſt An- 
tient of the Nobles perceiving the End to which 


mazin, Lord of Tezeuco, was not the right Owner 


that Nature had produced, having killed his elder Bro- 


bad been his Security; that he, being ſenſible of the 
Danger which threatened him, bad ſo prudenily con- 
cealed his Senſe of the Injury done him, that bis Dif- 


Tx reſt came forward, and after the firſt Cere- 


terpreters, was fully informed of all the Cazique's 
Diſpoſitions in Favour of the Mexicans, the Arti- 
fice with which he offered to quarter the Spaniards 


of the Cazique was ſo much abhorred by his Vaſ- 


Hernan Cortes endeavoured to confirm them in, 


Arms; and the Anſwer they returned him was ex- 


his Queſtions tended, informed him, That Cacu- 
of that Country, but one of the moſh monſtrous Tyrants 


ther Nezabal with his own Hands, and ſeized his 
Crown; that the Prince who, as firſt of all the 
Nobles, had adareſſed him in the Name of all, was 
lawful Son of the murthered King, and that either 
bis Youth, or the Contempt the Tyrant had of him, 


ſimulation paſſed for Want of Underſtanding ; that 
all this Wickedeſs had been done with the Knowledge 
and by the Afſiſtan f the Emperor of Mexico, who 
reigned before Motezuma, and that the preſent Em- 
zeror ſupported Cacumazin in like Manner, that be 


might 
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might make him his Inſtrument for the Deſtruction of 


-#he Spaniards. But that the Nobles of Tezeuco 
 / mortally abborred bis Violences, and the common Peo- 
ple could no longer endure his Government ; for that, 
"inſtead of — them like Subjects, be uſed them 
4 bis Slaves. ; N 
Tous did the old Man deliver his Thoughts, 
and Cortes had ſcarce heard him out, when it im- 


mediately occured to him what was fit to be done. 


He went up to the diſpoſſeſt Prince with ſome- 
what more of Reſpect, and placing him by his 
Side, he called together the reſt of the Nobles, 
who were expecting his Reſolution, and command- 
ing his Interpreters to explain aloud what he ſaid, 


ſpoke to them after this manner; You have here 


- before you, my Friends, the lawful Son of your law- 
fal King. The unjuſt Maſter, to whoſe Ul-acquired 
"Power you pay a forced Obedience, ſeized the Scepire 
- of Tezeuco, with a Hand dyed in the Blood of bis 
- elder Brother ; and, as the Art of preſerving Domi- 


nion is unknown to a Tyrant, he has governed by 


the ſame Violence that he made himſelf a King; little 
' caring bow much he deſerved the Hatred of bis Sub- 
Jets, provided he made them fear him, and treating 
thoſe like Slaves who bore with his Crimes. But at 
laſt, by baſely abandoning of you in Time of Danger, 
and neglecting your Defence, he hath at once ſhewed 
his own Want of Courage, and put it in your Power 
o redreſs your Misfortunes. I might, if I were not 
otherwiſe inclined, take Advantage of your defence- 
leſs Condition, and uſe the Rights of War, by ſubject- 
ing this City, which I hold, as you ſee, at the Plea- 
fare of my Sword: but tis with Difficulty that the 
Spaniards conſent to do a Hardſhip z and as he that did 
us the Injury, was not really your King, you ought 
not to ſuffer as his Vaſſals, nor for bis Offence, nor 
ought this Prince to remain without the _— 
Ss | _ 
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which Nature beſtowed upon him. Rectiv thei 
from my Hand, the Prince whom you before received 
from Heaven. Pay bim for my Sake that Obedience 
you owe him as the Sucteſſor of his Father, and place 
him on the Tbrone of his. Anceſtors ; for, as I leſs 
regard 7 oren Conveniency, than I do Equity and 
Juſtice, I deſire bis. Friendſoip more than his King- 
dom, and your Satisfaction, rather than your Sub- 
ſegtion. 1 . | | 
| 7 Trrs -Propoſal of Cortes was teceived by the 
; Nobles with great Applauſe. They were freed from 
their Fears, and at the ſame time obtaihed all that 
they deſired. Some threw themſelves at his Feet; 
» Wh extolling his Benignity, whilft others, more mind- 
1 ful of their natural Obligation, advanced to kiſs the 
Hand of their Prince. The News was preſently 
publiſhed through, the City, and the Satisfaction of 
the People appeared by their Acclamations, Dances, 
and Plays, loch as they uſed on their Feſtivals, 
_= Toy other cuſtomary Demonſtrations of their 
mad Joy. | 

Taz Se Day was appointed for the Coronation 
of the new King, which was celebrated with all the 
uſual Ceremonies and Solemnities. Hernan Cortes 
aſſiſted at it, as Diſpenſer or Donor of the Crown; 
by this Means ſharing in the Applauſe of the 
People, and gaining a more abſolute Empire over 
them, than it he had conquered them. This excel-. 
lent piece of Conduct was one of thoſe which juſtly 
acquired him the Character of a prudent General: 
For it was of the utmoſt Importance to him to 
kcure this City, in order to purſue his Enterprize 
upon Mexico; and he found the Way of ob- 
lging the new King with the greateſt of world - 
ly Benefits; of intereſting the Nobility in his 
Reſtitution, rendering them irreconcileable with 
the Tyrant; of gaining the Common People, by 
his Equity and Diſintereſtedneſs; and laſtly, of 

Vor. IL * making 
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making his. uarters ſafe and ſecure, which by no 
other 51 Ne have been ccc * his 
greateſt Satisfaction was, that in redreſſing the In- 
ury done to the young Prince, he followed the 
Pictates of right Reaſon; a Conſideration to which 
he gave the Preference before all the other Adyan- 
tages which attended this Part of his Conduct; it 
being much more agreeable to his Genius to do 
Acts of Generoſity, than ſtrictly to purſue the 
Meaſures which Prudence might direct for his In- 
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en xn 
The new King of Tezeuco 7s baptized with 
- publick Sotemnity; Cortes marches with Part 
of the Army to poſſeſs himſelf of the Gity of 
Lug, e A ald in need of all 
_ bys Cirgumſpeeion, lo prevent falling into 
en Ambuſh prepared by the Mexicans, 


ERNAN CORTES was applauded, and 
. reſpected even to Veneration among thoſe 
eople : The Nobles declared themſelves his Friends, 
and at the ſame time Enemies to the Mexicans : 
The City was intirely repeopled, by the Return of 
thoſe Families which had retired to the Mountains; 
and the Prince himſelf was fo ſubmiſſive and obſe- 
quious to Cortes, that he not only offered his 
Troops, and to ſerve in Perſon in the War of 
Mexico, but alſo took his Opinion in ev; Oh 
he did: And tho', when he was among his own 
People, he commanded as a King, yet when he 
came into the Preſence of Cortes, he appeared as a 

” d ”..:. or. 
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Subject, and reſpected him as his Superior. Hie 
was about nineteen or twenty Years of Age, and 
had the Capacity of a Man born in a Country leſs 
barbarous. Hernan Cortes took Advantage of his 
good 0 8 to introduce ſometimes the Diſ- 

courſe of Religion; and found by his Attention, 
and Way of "reaſoning, a Kind of Propenſion to 
what was moſt ſafe, which gave him Hopes of 
bringing him over to Chriſtianity : For he was diſs 
pleated with the barbarous Sacrifices of the Indians, 
thought Cruelty to be a Vice, and confeſſed that 
thoſe Gods who were to be appeaſed with the Blood 
of Men, could not be Friends to Mankind. Father 
Bortolome de Olmedo bore. a Part in theſe Converſa · 
tions; and finding him not only wavering in his 
Errors, but inclined to the Truth, he brought him 
in a few Days to be capable of receiving Baptiſm; 
the Ceremony of which was performed publickly, 
and with great Solemnity, the Prince deſiring to 
take the Name of Don Hernando Cortes, in Reſpect 
to his Godfather. | 1 

Tay were now at work upon the Canals which 
conveyed the Waters of the Lake to the City, 
and the Prince ſent ſix or ſeven thouſand of his 
Vaſſals to help to make them broader and deeper, 
according to the Meaſure of the Brigantines. And 


Cortes at the ſame time, deſiring to undertake ſome- 
thing to facilitate the Enterprize upon Memico, - re- 
ſolved to advance with Part of his Forces to the 
City. of [ztapalapa, ſix Leagues forwards; that he 
might .deprive the Mexicans. of that Shelter for 
their Canoes, which very often came from thence, 
and diſturxbed his Workmen; and partly to give 
the confederate Indians ſome Employment, who 
were kept, quiet in the midſt of this Idleneſs by 
pure Force . of Authority, and not without coſt- 

Tx ing 


— 5 
6——— F 
. $48: — 2 * 9 a 
—— 1 — — — 1 — 
— —— — 
— 


276 The His TORY of the Book V, 


ing him a good deal of tireſome Attention and 
Care. 5 

TE City of Itapalapa (as we have already 
obſerved) was fituate upon the ſame Cauſway by 
which the Spaniards made their firſt Entry into 
Mexico; and diſpoſed after ſuch a Manner, that 
the greateſt Part of the Buildings (which were 
above ten Thouſand Houſes) was within the Lake, 


whoſe. Water was brought into that Part of the. 


Town, which was built on the Bank, by Trenches, 
with Sluices to let it in, as Occaſion required, 
Hernan Cortes charged himſelf with the Care of this 

ition, and took with him the Captains Pedro 
de Alvarado and Chriftoval de Olid, with three 
Hundred Spaniards, and ten Thouſand Tlaſcalans: 


and though the young King of Tezeuco was defi- 


rous to accompany him, he would not permit it, 
telling him, his Preſence would be more uſeful in 
the City; the military Government of which he left 
to Gonzalo de Sandoval, and with both of them 
fuch Inſtructions as he thought neceſſary for the 
Security of their Quarters, and to obviate the Ac- 
cidents that might happen in his Abſence. _ 
Tux x preſently began their March by the Cauſ- 
way, with a Deſign to poſſeſs themſelves firſt of 
that Part of the City which was built upon it, and 
diſlodge the Inhabitants from the other Part with 
their Artillery and Fire-Arms, as Occaſion ſhould 


offer. But the Enemy was immediately informed 


of their Motions, and the Army was no ſooner 
come within Sight of the Place, than they diſco- 
vered a Body of about eight Thouſand Men at a 


little Diſtance from the Walls, who came out to 


defend them with ſo much Reſolution, that tho 
they found themſelves inferior in Number, they 
ſtood the Engagement, and fought with Bravery 


enough to retire with ſome Reputation; which 
not . 
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they did in little Time to the City, where, with- 


out ſtaying to defend the Entrance, or ſhut the 
Gates they inſtantly diſappeared, throwing them- 
ſelves into the Lake in Diſorder, but with the ſame 


Cries and Menacing Geſtures which they uſed in 


fighting. | 


| Hzeanan CorTzs was ſenſible, that this 'Kind, 
of Retreat had the Appearance of a Stratagem to 


draw him into ſome greater Danger; and there- 


fore marched his Army into the City with all poſ- 


ſible Precaution; but he found all the Houſes upon 
the Land. utterly abandoned: and tho' the Noiſe 


and Cries of the Enemy continued in that Part 


which ſtood in the Water, he reſolved, with the 


Advice of his Captains, to maintain himſelf in the 


Poſt where he was, and lodge within the Walls, 
without attempting any Thing farther, the Day 


being too far ſpent. But it ſcarce began to be 
dark, when they perceived the Canals every-where 


to overflow, the Water running impetuoully , to 


the lower Grounds. Cortes immediately underſtoad - 


that the Enemy's Deſign. was to drown this Part 


of the City, which they might eaſily do, by. open- 


ing the Sluices of the great Lake; and as the 
Danger was inevitable, he was obliged to give 


nſtant Orders to quit the Place; and tho? they 


ade all the Haſte poſſible, the Water came 
wove their Knees. . 3 


Cox r Es was very much mortified, and diſſatiſ— 


cd with himſelf, that he had not prevented this 
tratagem of the Indians, as if it was poſſible, 
nth the utmoſt Vigilance, to provide againſt all 
lccidents, or human Foreſight. had not its Bounds, 
e drew out his Army into the Road of Tezeuco, 
which Place he thought to retire, deferring the 
terprize of Iztapalapa to a more favourable Op- 


unity ; for it was impraCticable at this Time, 


T 3 without 


an 
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could, on a little Hill free 


courſes againſt the Enemy either, to coyer his own 
Uneafineſs at having been deceived, or to divert 
the Soldiers from calling his Frudence into (ye: 
ſtion, . 5 ; X | y et | nt lors ; 
"AT thefirſt W of Day, Ade wenn 
Retreat, and halfened the March of his Meh, rather 
to keep ther warm, than, kotp any Fear de bad 
of a new Attack; but as 535 as it Was broad Day, 
they diſcovered a Body of innumerahle Enemies, 
which came in Purſuit of the Army, * Cortes, not: 
wWithſtanding this, marched. os but more lowly; 
Ws Dango was to weary the e by probonens 
the Chace; tho“ the Soldiers moved on, very un- 


ogy: they all cried out to halt, that they 
migh A 


| | 5 . ffront, and 
others for the Hardſhips 


take Satisfactiog, ſome for the. 

the 1 they kad folkered, accord 
ing to the different Paſſions by which they were 
animated; but all with a Spirit of Vengeance 
againſt their Enemies. OT. 


"Wu Cortes thought it convenient, he ordered 
his Troops to halt and Face about, and the Ene: 
mies began the Attack with the ſame Precipita- 
tion that they purſued; But the Spaniſb Croſs-Bovs 
(for the Pawder having ſuffered by the Water, the 
Fire-Arms were of no Uſe) and the Bows of the 
T laſcalaps, gave a Check to their firſt Fury, and at 
the ſame. time the Horſe, charged them, em 
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Room for the Confederate Troops, who intirely 
broke that diſorderly Multitude, and obliged them: 
to leave the Field with conſiderable Lofs. . 
Con Es purſued his March, without ſtopping. 
to make any further Slaughter of the, Fugitives, 
becauſe he had, à mind to reach his Quarters be- 
fore Night: But the Enemy, no le $ diligent, in 
rallying tHafi'retiring, advaiced'a ſecond and third 
tire to tlie Attack, ,withour being in the leaſt ter- 
ried with" the great Slaughter they, had ſuſtained 3 
till ſuch time as, fraring td approach too near to 
Tezeuco, where the whole Strength of the Spani- 
ards lay; they marched back to Iztapalapa, ſuf- 
ficiently chaſtized for their Boldneſs, having loſt 
in the three Attacks; Six thouſand - hy and tho? -- - 
Cortes had ſome wounded, he loſt only two Tlaſca-. 
lane, and one Horſez who, covered with *Arrows* 
and Cuts, yet. lived: to bring off his Maſter. 
Cokrxs, and all his Army, celebrated this Be- 
ginning of their Revenge, as a Satisfaction for 
what they had ſuffered; and a little before Night 
they entered- the City of Tezeuco, with the Glory 
of three or fout Victories obtained by the Way, 
which gave a Reputation to the Expedition, and 
covered the Diſgrace of the Retreat. N 


Ir can't be denied, but, that the Mexicans: laid 
ther Hefign well: they ſallied ont to provoke the 


Enemy; fuffered themſelves to be charged in, order 
to engage them; feigned à Retreat to draw them 
into Danger; abandoned their Houſes, which 
they endeavoured to lay under Water; and.. had 
provided” a great Force to ſecure. the Succeſs. 
Let thoſe Who diſcredit this War with the Indi- 
ant, now conſider whether their Armies were, 
as' they "fay, Herds of Cattle, and whether they; 
wanted Underſtanding to make a Diſpoſition, - ſince 
they allowed them a brutal Courage to execute. 
Hernan Cortes ſtood in need of his utmoſt Diligence 
p to 
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to eſcape their Snares, and not only admired, but 


even envyed. their well-concerted Stratagem; theſe 


Policies or Deceits by which Enemies are ſurprized, 
being what Soldiers much glory in, eſteeming them 

t only reaſonable, but juſt; and more particular. 
* when the War is juſt in which they are prac- 
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CHAP, XIII. 


The Provinces of Chalca and Otumba apply 


to Cortes for Relief againſt the Mexicans, 
He orders Gonzalo de Sandoval, aud Fran- 
ciſco de Lugo, upon that Expedition; they 


overthrow the Enemy, and take ſome Pri- 
ſoners of Rank, by whoſe means Cortes makes 


Propofitions of Peace to the Mexican Em- 


peror. 


V 7 HILST Cortes reniained in Tezeuco, he 


received frequent Viſits from the neigh: 
bouring Caziques, and other Indians, who came 
to make their Submiſſions offer him the Af- 


| niſſions, and | 
ſiſtance of their Troops. They all complained of 


the Emperor's ill Treatment, by whoſe Soldiers 
they were oppreſſed and plundered, and treated 
with equal Contempt and Inhumanity. Among the 


eſt, there came at that time Meſſengers in great 
Haſte from the Provinces of Chalco and: Otumba, 
with an Account that there was a powerful W 
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of the Enemy upon their Frontiers, who had 
Commiſſion to chaſtiſe and deſtroy them, for ha- 
ving made an Alliance with the Spaniards. They - 
expreſſed a Reſolution to oppoſe the Mexicans, and 
deſired ſome Succour to aſſiſt in their Defence. 
This Requeſt appeared not only reaſonable, but. 
neceſſary to be granted; for it imported Cortes 
very much not to ſuffer the Mexicans to fix them 
ſelves in a Place where they might cut off his Com- 
munication with Tlaſcala, which was to be preſerved 
at all Hazards, He immediately difpatched Con- 
zalo de Sandoval, and Franciſco de Lugo, with two 
hundred Spaniards, Fifteen Horſe, and a ſufficient 
Body of Flaſealons, among whom there were. ſome _ 
who had obtained Permiſſion by their Importunity 
to retire to their own Country, and ſecure the 
Spoils they had acquired in the War; a Permiſſion . 
which Cortes thought fit to grant, becauſe as he ex- 
pected; a freſh Recruit of Troops from the Repub- 
lick, it behoved him to allure thoſe People by the 
Hopes of Intereſt, and this Shew of Liberty. 
Tazst miſerable Wretches having thus changed 
themſelves from Soldiers into Porters, marched 
along with the Baggage of the Army; and as 
Avarice regulated the Weight of their Burdens, 
they had ſo overloaded themſelves, that they could 
not always keep up with the Troops, but were 
forced to ſtop ſometimes to take Breath. The 
Mexicans, (who, with the Army they had upon 
the Lake, had planted ſeveral Ambuſcades in the 
Fields of Maiz) being advertiſed of this, fell upon 
them in one of their Reſting- places, with a ſeem- 
ing Deſign not only to plunder them, but by their 
great Cries, and forming their Battalions, to pro- 
voke the Spaniards to a Battle. Sandoval and Lugo 
returned immediately to their Relief, and haſtening 
their March, fell upon the Enemy ſo 1 
| | — 
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and vigorouſly with their whole Force, that ede 
turned their Backs as ſoon as they were attacked. 
Fxve or Six T; laſcalans, who were diſarmed = 
tet with their Burdens, periſhed upon this 
Occaſion; but the Sþaniards. recovered. all the. 
Booty, with ſome. additional Spoils of the Enemy. 
They. continued their. March, taking Care not to 
leave again behind them choſe! — People; 
with whom they were incumbered, till the Army, 
having paſſed the Province of Chalgo, approached 
the Frontiers of Tlaſcala, where they ſeparated from 
it to. go and ſecure: their Baggage, freeing Sandoval 
from any further Care of their Defence. 
Tur Mexicans. had aſſembled all the Troops of 
the neighbouring Provinces; to chaſtiſe the Rebels 
of: Chalco. and Otumla; and knowing that the Spa- 
zards. were coming to the Relief of thoſe two 
Naan, they, had reinforced. themſelves with Part 
of t he. Troops quartered about the Lake; and ha- 
ving thus prepared a very formidable Army, had 
poſted themſelves on the Road the [Spaniards 
were to. paſs, with a Reſolution to: try their Strength 


im the Field. Sandoval and Lugo, being advertiſed. 
of their Deſign, and having given what: Orders 


they thought neceſſary, advanced in Order of — 
tel without altering their Pace. But on Sight of 


the Enemy, the Spaniards. and 7. laſcalans halted, 


(the former with a calm Intrepidity, and the latter 
with an Impatience hardly to be reſtrained) in ordet 
to examine more narrowly; the Intention of that 
Body of Troops. The Mexicans. had the Advan- 
tage in Numbers; and with the Ambition of being 


the. firſt. to. attack, advanced in Crowds, according 


to their Cuſtom, and made the firſt Diſcharge: of 
their miſſive Weapons without- any: Effect. The 
two Captains, taking Advantage of their Confu- 
ſion, (aft 3 had received them with their Fire- 

| Arms 


ſuccoured, with little or no Loſs, „ 
Elch of the moſt conſiderable Priſoners were 
reſerved, in order to get ſome Information from 
them, and the Army paſs'd that Night to the City 
of Chalco; whoſe Cazique, after he had paid his 
Reſpects to the Spaniards, went before to prepare 
their Quarters, with great Abundance of Proviſions, 
and Refreſhments for all the Troops: Nor did he 
forget to have the Victory celebrated with Re- 
joieings, after the uſual extravagant Manner of 
the People. The Inhabitants of Chalce, as Sub- 
jects of the Mexican Emperor, were Enemies to 
the Tlaſcalans, and had beſides perpetual Diſputes, 
with them about the Bounds of their Frontiers; 
but this Night all their Quarrels were forgot at the, 
Deſire of the Chalqueſes, Who owned the Obligation 


Chiefs of both Nations being aſſembled, Peace. 
was concluded with all the neceſſary Forms and. 
Solemnities uſual on ſuch Occaſions ; Sandoval and 
Lugo undertaking to get it confirmed by * 
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and the Taſcalans to have it ratified by the Re: 
publick. : e N i R 


Tars Affair being finiſhed with ſo much Glory 


and Expedition, Sandoval and Lugo marched back 
with the Army to Tezeuco, accompanied by the 
Cazique of Chalco, and ſome other principal Indi- 
ans, who deſired to return Thanks in Perſon to the 
General for the Succour he had ſent them, and to 
offer him what Troops the two Provinces could 
furniſh, The Army was received at Tezeuco with 
great Acclamations of Applauſe, and Cortes ho- 
noured the. two Captains with particular Marks of 


his Approbation, without forgetting the Chiefs of 


the Tlaſcalans: He likewiſe careſſed the Nobles of 
Chalco, accepting their Offers, -and intimating that. 
he would give them Notice when their Service 
would be neceſſary. After this, he ordered the 
eight Mexican Priſoners to be brought before him; 
he received them in the midſt of his Captains, put- 


ting on an Air of Severity. They approached full 
of Fear and Confuſion; ſhewing in their Counte- 


nances a dejected Spirit, and a Mind ill-difpoſed to 
receive the Puniſhment, which, according to their 


j ; 


own Cuſtoms, they believed inevitable. Cortes. 
ordered them to be unbound, and deſiring to make 
uſe of this Opportunity to juſtify to his Allies the 
War, which bs had undertaken, by making farther 
Advances towards a Peace, and at the ſame time 


to convince his Enemies of his Generoſity, he ſpoke _ 


to them, by the Help of his Interpreters, after the 
following Manner: 1 might, according 10 the Cuſtom 


eftabliſhed in your Nation, and that kind of Juſtice 


upon which the Laws of War are founded, take Sa- 
tisfafion of your Offences with Fire and Sword, treat- 
ing you with the ſame Inbumanity, with which you 
treat your Priſoners. But the Spaniards do not think, 
that the being taken in the Service of one's King is 4 
UTE 
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Crime that deſerves Puniſhment ; for we know how to 
diſtinguiſb between the Culpable and the Unfortunate 
and that you may be ſenſible of the Difference between 
our Clemency and your Cruelty, I give you at the ſame 
time both Life and Liberty. Repair immediately to 
the Standard of your Prince, and tell him from me, 
(for, as you are noble, you ought to obſerve the Law 
with which you receive the Benefit) That I am com- 
ing to demand Satisfaction of him for the unjuſt 
War he made upon me at the Time of my Retreat 
from Mexico, perfidioufly breaking that Treaty by 
which I obliged my ſelf to leave the City; but chiefly 
to revenge the Death of the great Motezuma, the 
principal Motive of my Anger. Tell him, I bave an 
Army, not only augmented with a Number of invinci- 
bie Spaniards; but that I have likewiſe under my 
Command all the Nations who abhor the Mexican 
Name; and that in a little time I intend to ſeek 
bim in the midſt of his Court, bringing with me all the 
Rigours of a War that has Heaven to favour it, re- 
ſolved. never to lay afide ſo juſt an Indignation, till 
1 bave laid all the Towns of his Empire in Aſbes, 
ond drowned the very Remembrance of his Name in 
the Blood of his Subjects: But that nevertheleſs, if 
- for the avoiding his own Ruin, and the Deſolation of 
his Country, he ſhall incline to Peace, I am ready to 
grant it upon reaſonable Conditions; for the Arms of 
my King (like the Lightnings of Heaven) burt only 
where they find Reſiſtance, and are always more ready 
to obey the DMdtes of Humanity, than the Incite- 
ments of Revenge. 5 teh 
Taz General having concluded his Diſcourſe, 
appointed a Spaniſh Eſcort for the eight Priſoners, 
and ordered a Bark to carry them back by the 
Lake. The Priſoners, ſcarcely perſuaded of their 
Good-fortune, threw themſelves at his Feet, pro: 
miſing to acquaint their Prince with his n f 
FELT and” - 
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and to contribute all that lay in their Power, to- 
Wards facilitating the Peace: but they did. not re- 
turn with any Anſwer; nor did Hernan. Cortes 
make theſe Advances, with a Belief that the Mei- 
cans would incline to Peace; but for a further Juſti- 
fication of the War he had undertaken, and to raiſe 
the Reputation of his Clemency among the Barba- 
rians; a Virtue uſeful to Conquerors, becauſe it 
diſpoſes favourably the Minds of thoſe they deſign 
to ſubject, and appearing always amiable, even to 
Enemies, either gains the Applauſe of thoſe who 
have the Uſe of Reaſon, or forces a Reſpect from 
i 


Gonzalo de Sandoval conducts the Brigantine 

to Tezeuco. Whilſt they are finiſhing, Her- 
nan Cortes marches out with Part of his 

Army to view the Borders of the Lale. 


T this time Cortes had an Account that the 
Brigantines were finiſhed; and Martin Lopez 
ſent him Word, That he would quickly ſet for- 
ward with them, the Republick of Tlaſcala having 

rovided ten Thouſand . Tamenes, or Carriers of 

urdens; eight Thouſand to carry the Planks, 
Maſts, Iron-work, and other -neceflary Materials, 
and two Thouſand as a Relief for, thoſe who tired, 
without including in this Number the Men who 
were employed in carrying Proviſiens and Ammu- 
nition; and fifteen or twenty Thouſand Soldiers, 
with their Officers, who waited this Opportunity to 
join the Army. He ſent word, that he intended 

55 | to 
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to ſet out with: theſe Forces next Day, and that he 
would ſtay it the laſt Town of the Tlaſcalans to 
expect à Convoy of Spaniardi, not thinking it ad- 
viſeahle to attempt the dangerous Paſſage thro* the 
Mexican Territories without a greater Force. Theſe 
Brigantines were the only Preparation wanting to 
lay cloſe Siege to Mexico, and Hernan Cortes re- 
ceived this News with fo much Satisfaction, ag 
cauſed. a general Joy in the Army. He immedi- 
ately! ordered Gonzalo de Sandoval, with two Hun- 
dred Spaniards, fifteen Horſe, and ſome Compa- 
nies of Naſaalans, to march and join the Forces 
of the Republick, that they might be in a Condi- 
tion to reſiſt: any Attempts of the Mexicans. 
- AnTonio DR HRRERA ſays, there marched out 
of Naſcala, with the Materials of the Brigantines, 
a Hundred: and eighty: Thouſand Soldiers; which 
being ſo very unlikely, we muſt believe it to be 
one of the Errors of the Preſs. Bernal Diaz ſays 
fifteen Thouſand, which is much more 3 
confidering the Number of Tlaſcalans already in 
the Army. The Republick gave the Command of 
this Body to a Cazique of one of the Quarters of 
their City, whoſe Name was Chichemecal, a young 
Man of Twenty-three Vears of Age, but of ſuch: 
a ſuperior Spirit and Courage, that they already 
conſidered him as one of the moſt conſiderable 
Captains of their Nation. Martin Lopez marched 
out of Tlaſcala, reſolving to wait the Spaniſh Eſcorte 
in Gualipar, a Town but little diſtant from the 
Mexican Frontiers. Chichemecal was not pleaſed 
with this Delay, perſuading himſelf that he had 
Force and Courage ſufficient to defend the Con- 
voy - againſt all the Power of Mexico: However, 
he at Jaſt reſolved to obſerve the Orders of Cortes, 
and thought this Inſtance of his Obedience a great 
Exploit. Lopez regulated the March, ſo that all 


went 
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went out of the Town in good Order; the Archers 
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and murdered. He had Orders, either to chaſtize 
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and Slingers, ſupported by ſome Pike-Men, march- 
ed in the Front; after whom came the Tamenes 
with all their Baggage; and the reſt of the Troops 


formed the Rear: And after this manner they be- 


an that extraordinary Affair of carrying Veſſels by 
1 which (if it were, permitted us to uſe Me- 
taphors, which are ſometimes met with in Hiſtory) 
might be ſaid to begin now to float upon the 
Shoulders of Men, among the Waves formed by 
the different Movements, which the Inequality 6f 
the Ground occaſioned. An admirable Invention 


of Cortes, then put in Practice] but which, when 


related, looks more like a Dream than a Reality. - 
In the mean time, Gonzalo de Sandoval ſet for- 
ward for Tlaſcala, and ſtopped one Day in Zule- 
peque, a ſmall Town at a little Diſtance from the 
Road ; which refuſed Obedience, and was beſides 
the very Place where thoſe poor Spaniards of Vera- 
Cruz, who were going to Mexico, were betrayed 


or ſubject that Town in his March; but the Army 
had no ſooner turned their Faces that Way, than 


the Inhabitants abandoned the Place, and fled to 


the Mountains. Sandoval ſent three or four Com- 


— of Tlaſcalans, with ſome Spaniards, in Pur- 
u 


it of the Fugitives; and entering the Town, his An- 
ger and Impatience increaſed at the lamentable 


Marks he met with of their paſt Barbarity: on 


one of the Walls he found theſe Words written 
with a Coal, In this Houſe the unhappy Juan Juſte 


was taken, with many others bis Companions. And 


a little after, in one of their Temples, he found 
the Heads of thoſe Spaniards dried in the Fire to 
preſerve them from Corruption : A dreadful Spec- 
tacle! which giving a freſh Idea of their terrible 
Death, made the Images and Repreſentations Foc 
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the Devil appear ill more hideous. At this Sight; 


Pity inſpired them with Rage, and Sondoval teſol- 
ved to march out with all his Men, and revenge 


that execrable Cruelty with the utmoſt Rigbur. 


He had already given his Orders, when the Com- 
panies which he had before detached, returned with 
a great Number of ' Priſoners, Men, Women; and 
Children, having killed upon the Mountains all 


who endeavoured to eſcape, or did not immediate- 


* 


ly ſurrender. Theſe miſerable Wretches; bound, 


and almoſt dead with Fear, teſtified their Repen- 


tance by Tears, and pitiful Out- cries; they threw 


themſelves at the Feet of the Spaniards, and quick- 
ly moved them to Compaſſioh. Sandoval made 
his Officers intreat him, that the Priſoners might 


ſet the greater Value upon their Pardon; and, ini 
fine, he cauſed them to be unbound; and accepted 
their Submiſſions ; the Cazique; and the moft con- 
ſiderable 'Men among them, engaging for the 


hole Town, to be obedient to the King: of which 
Engagement they afterwards diſcharged themſelves - 
very faithfully, either through Fear or Acknows | 


ledgment. 


p in Rank and File, came forth to receive him: 


harges and Shouts, and afterwards by Embraces, 
nd particular Civilities. Some neceſſary time of 
Reſt was allowed to the Troops newly arrived; 


ame with him, the Main Body to the Tamenes, 
Vol. II. "mM with 


— 


ArrER this, Sandoval ordered his Men to gather 
p the miſerable Remains of the fſactificed Spani- 
ard, and give them Burial ; and continued his 
arch to the Frontiers of Tlaſcala, where he ar- 
wed without any conſiderable Accident. Martin 
opez and Chichemecal, with the Tlaſcalans drawn 


he two Armies ſaluted each other by Diſ- 


iter which, Sandoval directed the March, giving 
he Van- guard to the Spaniards and Tlaſcalans which 
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with ſufficient Numbers to defend their, Flanks; 
and Chichemecal with his Troops brought up the 
Rear: But the young Man was difpleaſed, that he 
was not placed in a more advanced Poſt; and his 
Diſcontent went ſo far, as to give Sandoval Suſpi- 
cion of his quitting the Army ; ſo that he was ob- 
liged to go to him, and take ſome Pains to ſatisfy 
him. He endeavoured to make him comprehend, 
that his Poſt was the moſt. honourable, as being the 
moſt dangerous; for that in all Probability the Mexi- 
cans would endeavour to. fall upon the Rear. But 
this did not in che leaſt ſatisfy him 3 on. the. con- 
trary, he replied, That asi at the Aſſault of Mexico, 
be intended to be the, firſt. that ſhould ſet bis Foot 
within the Breach, be, deſired always to march in the 
Front, and give an Example to his Troqps.: So that, 
in fine, Sandoval. was, obliged. to marelr, with. him, 
to add to the Honour of the Rear, . A;remarkable, 
Point of; Vanity] and one of thoſe which are wont 
to produce the greateſt, Inconveniencies in Armies; 
for the principal Duty of a Soldier is Obedience, 
and true Valour has its Bounds preſcribed by Rea- 


ſon, which always carries a brave Man to face the 
Dangers which approach him, with an: unſhaken 
go to ſeek. them. 2068 
Tu Army marched in the fame Order it at firſt 
ſet out, thro? the Enemies Country; and tho? the 


Mexicans ſhewed themſelves ſometimes upon diſtant 


Hills, they did not venture to come to an Engage- 
ment, but thought their Cries and Menaces a {ut 

Ar a, little. Diſtance. from Tezeuco the Army 
made.a Halt, out of Complaiſance to Chichemecal, 
who defired ſome Time of, Sandoval to adorn him- 


— 


but doth not in the leaſt oblige him to 
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That as they were nom drawing near to Afion, Sol- 


diers ought to celebrate ſuch a Seaſon as a Feſtival + 


A Rhodomontade well enough becoming his Pride. 


and Years. Hernan Cortes went out of the City, 
attended by the King of Tezeuco, and all his Cap- 
tains, to receive this ſo, much deſired Succour; and 
after he. had careſſed che Chiefs, and allowed ſome 
Time for the Acclamations of the Soldiers, he 
made his Entry with all Solemnity : The Tamenes 
marched in Files like the Soldiers; the Planks, 


* 


 Iron-work, and other Materials, where ſtored ſepa- 
rately in a great Workhouſe, prepared for Foe Th 
Purpoſe. near the Canals. The whole Army re- 
joiced at the ſafe Arrival of theſe Preparations ſo. 
neceſſary for the Conqueſt of Mexico, which was 
equally deſired by all. Cortes returned Thanks to 
God; Who rewarded: the Piety of his Intentions 


with Hopes, or rather Aſſurances, of Victory. 


MazTix Lopez immediately applied himſelf to 
the 15850 Part in the Formation of the Brigantines, 
and had new Workmen appointed him for the join- 


ing of, the Planks, and other Work belonging to 
thy 


e buildin 5 of a Ship. But Cortes underſtanding 
by the { er-Workmen, that it would be at leaſt 


Twenty Days before the Brigantines could be fit 


for Service, he reſolved to employ that Time in 
viewing perſonally the Country about the Lake, 
und what Poſts were fit to be ſeized, to prevent 
any Succours from Mexico; and withal, to do what 
Damage he could to the Enemy in his March. 


He communicated this Deſign to his Captains, 


and it being approved by all, he immediately made 


a Diſpoſition to execute it; leaving Sandoval Go- . 


vernor of Tezeuco, with particular Orders to for- 
ward the building of the Brigantines. This Cap- 
tain was qualified for every thing; and, by the 
Multitude of Buſineſs in which Cortes employed 
U 2 | him, 


o 
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"TY he ſufficiently ſhewed the great Opinion he 
had of his Courage and Capacity. R 


WIIISsT Cortes was conſidering what Officers 
and Troops to take with him on this Expedition, 
Chichemecal deſired an Audience; and, without 
knowing that Preparations were making to take 
the Field, told him, That Men like him, born for 
Var, were ill ſatisfied with living idly in their Quar- 
ters, eſpecially after having paſſed fue Days without | 
drawing the Sword; That his Men were refreſhed, 
and defired to ſhew themſelves to their Enemy; and 


that, moved by their Inſtances, and the Ardour of Bis 
own Courage, he humbly requeſted to be ordered im- 


mediately upon ſome Expedition, wherein he might 
give Proofs of his Valour, and divert himſelf with - 
the Mexicans; until the Time came of compleating | 
their Deſtruction, at the Aſſault of their City. Cortes 


had already reſolved to take him with him, .but 
this unſeaſonable Vanity diſpleaſed him, and as he 


was not very well ſatisfied with his Behaviour upon the | 
Road, (of which Sandoval had informed him) he 
anſwered him in a kind of Raillery, That he bad 
not only concluded upon an Action of Importance, 


wherein he might aſſuage that Ardour which inflamed 
bim; but that he was likewiſe reſolved to accompany 
him, to be a Witneſs of his Exploits. Cortes had a na- 
tural Diſlike to arrogant Boaſters, true Valour being 
ſeldom ſeen without Modeſty : Nevertheleſs, he 


was ſenſible that theſe Tranfports of Bravery were 


proper to his Years, being the Effects of youthful 


Blood, and the common Fault of young Soldiers, 
who have met with Succeſs in their firſt Trials, and 


whoſe want of Experience makes them think Va- 


lour to be Fool-hardineſs, and Fool-hardineſs to be 


their Profeſſion. 
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V 


Hernan Cortes marches to Yaltocan, where be 
meets with Reſiſtance; he overcomes that 
Difficulty, and goes forward with bis Army 
to Tacuba; and after having vanquiſhed the 
Mexicans in ſeveral Engagements, makes his 
Retreat. WER e 


1 was thought proper to begin the Expedition 
by the taking of Taltocan, a Town five Leagues 
diſtant from Tezeuco, upon one of the little Lakes 
which diſcharged itſelf into the great one. It was 
of Importance to chaſtize the Inhabitants of this 
Place, becauſe fome few Days before they had re- 
turned an inſolent Anſwer, and wounded the Meſ- 
ſengers who were ſent to them with Offers of 
Peace, and to require their Obedience ; and be- 
cauſe their Puniſhment might have an Influence 
upon the reſt of the Indians thereabouts. Cortes 
began his March after having heard Maſs, (whereat 
all the Spaniards aſſiſted) leaving particular Inſtruc- 
tions with Sandoval, and giving ſome friendly Ad- 
vice to the King of Tezeuco, Aicotencal, and other 
Chiefs of the Nations who ſtayed behind in the 
City. He took with him the Captains Pedro de 
Alvarado and Chriſtoval de Olid, with two Hundred 
and Fifty Spaniards, Twenty Horſe, and a ſplendid 
numerous Body of the Nobles of Tezenco. Chi- 
chemecal likewiſe attended him with his fifteen Thou- 
ſand Tlaſcalans, to which were joined five Thou- 
ſand Men of thoſe commanded by Xicotencal. They 
had not marched above four Leagues, before they 
diſcovered the Mexicans drawn up in Order of 
Battle, and divided into ſeveral groſs Battalions, 
with a Deſign, as it ſeemed, to defend in the open 
$3 Field 
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Field the Place threatened. But upon the firſt 
Diſcharge of the Fire-Arms, and Croſs-Bows, which 
was followed by an Attack of the Horſe, they 


were put into ſuch Diſorder, that being charged 
by the whole Army, they were utterly broken and 


defeated in ſo ſhort a time, that it was ſcarce per- 


ceivable they made any Reſiſtance; the greateſt 


Part ſaved themſelves upon the Mountains, others 


threw themſclves into the Lake, and ſome retreated 


to the Town of Yaltocan, leaving a great Number of 
Dead and Wounded upon the Field of Battle, and 
ſome Priſoners, who were immediately ſent to Te 


zeuco. 
Taz Aſſault upon the Town was deferred till the 


next Day, and the Army poſſeſſed themſelves of 


ſome Houſes that ſtood near, where they paſſed the 


Night without any extraordinary Accident. When 


Day appeared, they found the Difficutlty of the En- 
terprize greater than they imagined : the Town was 
ſituated in the very Lake, and had a Communica- 
tion with the Land by a Cauſey, or Stone-Bridge, 
the Water being likewiſe eaſily forded in that Place: 
But the Mexicans who guarded that Poſt, had broke 
the Cayſey, and had beſides made a ditch ſo deep, 
that it was impoſſible to paſs over it any other Way 
than by ſwimming, Cortes advanced full of Aſſu- 
rance to carry the Place at once, and when he found 
this unhappy Obſtacle in his Way, he was for 3 
while both confounded and vexed, but the Rail- 
leries and Scoffings with which the Enemy cele- 
brated their Security, made him ſee that he could 
not deſiſt from his Undertaking, without manifeſt 
Hazard to his Reputation. 

He was contriving how to fill up the Ditch with 
Faſcines and Earth, when one of the Indians of 
Fezeuco gave him to underſtand that a little higher 
up there was a Shank. where the Water ſcarce co- 


yered 
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vered the Ground. Cortes took. the Man alon 
with him for a Guide, and immediately marche 
to the Place: The Depth of the Water was tried 
and though found greater than was related, yet not 
unfordable. He ordered two Companies of about 
fifty or ſixty Spaniards to make the Experiment, 
with ſuch a Number of the. Allies as he thought 
neceſſary to make head againſt the Troops he fs 
advancing to diſpute the Paſſage. He remained 
himſelf on the Shore, with his Army drawn up, 
that he might ſend Succour as Occafion require, 
and ſecure the Field againſt any Eruption of the 
Tux Enemy perceiving that our Army was go- 
ing to gain this Paſſage, which they had endea- 
voured to conceal, advanced to defend it with their 
Slings and Arrows, wounding ſome Soldiers, and 
giving enough to do to thoſe who fought in the 
Water, which in fome Places took them up to the 
Middle. Near the Town there was a. pretty large 
Plain, free from Water, and our Men with Fire- 
Arms, who marched in the Front, were no ſooner 
landed, but the Enemy retired into the Place; and 
in the little Time that the reſt of the Detachment 
were coming aſhore, they intirely quitted it, throw- 
ing themſelves into their Canoes with fo. much 
Haſte, that the Spaniards entered the Town with- 
out Oppoſition. The Pillage did not laft long, 
(though permitted, as a Part of the Chaſtiſement) 
becauſe the Inhabitants had left nothing in their 
Houſes, but what they could not carry off; ſome 
Loads, however, of Corn and Salt were tranſported 
to the Army, together with a great Quantity of 
Cotton-Cloths, and ſome light Jewels and Gold, 
which the Owners either forgot, or deſpiſed. The 
Captains had no Orders to keep Poſſeſſion of the 
Town, but to puniſh the Inhabitants ; and there- 
ge U 4 bores 
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are, ſtaying only ſo long as was neceſſary to per- 
— _ non, they re-paſſed the Ditch at 
the ſame Place, having firſt ſer fire to the Temples, 


and principal Buildings. The General approved 


of this Conduct, believing that the F lames of this 
Place would ſtrike Terror into the Fugitives, and 


be a Warning to the neighbouring Towns of the 


anger that threatened them. | | 
Thi 5 continued their March, and lodged 
that Night near Colhatitlan, a conſiderable Town, 
which the next Day they found diſpeopled. The 
Mexicans ſhewed themſelves, but in a Place where 
they could neither attack, nor be attacked. The 
fame Thing happened at Tenayuca, and afterwards 
at Eſcapuzalco, large Towns ſituate upon the Lake- 
ſide, which they alſo found forſaken. The Army 
lodged a Night in each of them, and Cortes took 
exact Notice of the Diſtances, and of whatever elſe 
might be uſeful to his Deſign, without ſuffering any 
Damage to be done to the Buildings, that it might 
be ſeen he uſed Rigour only where he found Re- 
ſiſtance. The City of Tacuba was not above. half a 
League diſtant from this laſt Place, and diſputed 
with Tezeuco for Largeneſs, and Number of Inha- 
bitants. It was ſituated upon the Extremity of the 
great Cauſey, where the Spaniards had formerly ſuf- 
ard ſo much, and was a Poſt of great Importance, 
as being, of all the Towns upon the Lake, the 
neareſt to Mexico, and the Key of the Road which 
the Army muſt neceſſarily paſs, in order to form 
the Siege of that capital City; but at the preſent 
the General had no Thoughts of poſſeſſing himſelf 
of it, by reaſon it was too far from Tezeuco for 
Succours to come to him from thence. His In- 
tention was only to view it, and to confider atten- 


tively what Meaſures of Prevention and Caution 
were to be taken, when the Time came of chaſti- 
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ſing the Cazique for his former Injury; whoſe ex- 
emplary Puniſhment would be of great Uſe to quell 
the Inſolence, and facilitate the Subjection of the 
Inhabitants. ' VV | 

Tux Army advanced in the ſame good Order as 
if they were marching to a much more difficult En- 
terprize, and before they arrived at the Place they 
diſcovered a great Body of Troops, without Num- 
ber, compoſed of thoſe Mexicans who had all along 
obſerved the March of the Spaniards, and of others 
who were appointed to aſſiſt the Garriſon of Tacuba. 
The City not being able ro contain all theſe Troops, 
they were defirous to attempt the Defence of its 
Walls, by a Battle in the open Field. All their 
Battalions advanced at once, and charged with ſo 
much Fierceneſs, and ſuch loud Cries, as might 
have given Concern to Men leſs acquainted with 
the deceitful Appearances of their firſt Attacks; but 
having received the Diſcharge of the Fire-Arms, 
(which always ſtruck more Terror than it did Hurt) 
and being further terrified by the Horſe, they were 
eaſily difordered, ſo that the reſt of the Army 
coming up, routed thejr Vanguard, and pierced to 
the very Centre of the Multitude ; notwithſtanding 
which, they obſtinately diſputed the Victory for a 
conſiderable Time: But at laſt they all turned their 
Backs, the greater Part flying to the City, and the 
reſt taking different Paths, with no other Thought, 
but how to avoid the Danger. 

Tux Spaniards remained Maſters of the Field of 
Battle, and employed the remaining Part of the 
Day in chuſing an advantageous Poſt, where they 
might lodge themſelves during the Night; but at 
Break of Day the Enemy appeared again in the 
Field, with a Deſign to retrieve the Honour they 
had loſt the Day before. The General ranged his 
Troops, and giving the ſame Orders he had — 
5 
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the preceeding Day, overthrew them with great 
1 acllty, as having the former Defeat and Flight 
fret in ther d oo oo, 
Corrs puſhed them with Sword and Pike into 
the very City, and following cloſe at their Heels 
with the Spaniards, and ſome Companies of the Al- 
lies, maintained the Fight in the inner Part of it, 
until Night approaching, he drew off his Troops to 
their former Lodgment ; permitting the Soldiers to 
plunder ſome Houſes they had taken Poſſeſſion of, 
and leaving them in Flames, partly to ſhew his 
Indignation, and partly to keep the Enemy em- 
ployed, that he might make his Retreat without 
Oppoſition. | | 
_ CorrTzs remained five Days in his Poſt near Ta- 
cuba, where the Enemy made him a Viſit every 
Day, and were always beat back to the City. His 
Intention was to waſte the Garriſon by theſe Sallies, 
and, finding by the Abatement of their Ardour, 
and the Faintneſs of their Efforts, that their Num- 
bers were greatly diminiſhed, he reſolved to attack 
them in his Turn. Orders were already given, and 
every Thing diſpoſed for the Aſſault, when he ſaw 
a very conſiderable Body of Mexrcans advancing up- 
on the Cauſey. It was neceſſary to defeat this Suc- 
cour, before he could carry on his Deſigns againſt 
the Town. He reſolved therefore to expect them 
at a Diſtance from the Cauſey, that he might en- 
gage them, when they were all drawn up upon the 
main Land, and make the greater Slaughter of 
them in a Place where they would be ſo ſtreigthned 
in their Retreat; but theſe Mexicans had Orders (and 
it was ſaid, from the Emperor Guatimozin) to ſend 
ſome Troops before the reſt, who ſuffering them- 
ſelves to be charged, and then retreating, ſhould 
entice the Spaniards to the Purſuit, and endeavour 
to draw them upon the Cauſey. This Deſign they 
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compaſs'd with notable Dexterity ; for ſome of them 
advancing in Diſorder to the main Land, and form- 
ing themſelves after a confuſed Manner, Cortes miſ- 
took their contrived Stratagem for the Effect of 
Fear; and jeaving Part of his Army ta make head 
againſt the Garriſon of Tacuba, marched directly te 
the Cauſey, ſuppoſing that. he ſhould eaſily rid 
himſelf of theſe Enemies, and ſo be able to return 
to the Aſſault upon the City. The Mexicans, who 
were advanced upon the firm Land, turned their 
Backs upon the firſt Approach of the Spaniards, and 
fled to join the reſt of their Troops; the whole 
Body of which, as ſeemingly terrify'd, retired; by 
little and little, in order to draw the Spaniards upon 
the Cauſey. The General, led away by theſe fa- 
yourable Appearances, purſued them without ma- 
king ſufficient Reflection; for it was not long ſince 
the Accident of [ztapalapa, nor could he be igno- 
rant, that by theſe feigned Flights the Indians 
often drew their Enemies into Ambuſcades; but the 
frequent Repetition of Victory (ſometimes dange- 
rous to Conquerors) did not, at that Time, permit 
him to conſider all the Circumſtances that diſtin- 
guiſh between a pretended and a real Fear. 

Tur Mexicans rallied and made head, when they 
perceived Cortes and his Troops within the Cauſey 
and whilſt they endeavoured to keep him in Play 
by their Reſiſtance, innumerable Canoes ſallied out 
of Mexico, and inveſted both Sides of the Cauſey, 
ſo that the Spaniards were at once attacked both in 
Front and Flank. Cortes being now ſenſible of his 
Imprudence (though ſomewhat late) found it neceſ- 
ſary to retire, with-holding his Men from advan- 
cing further upon the Cauſey, and making a Front 
to the Canoes on each Side. The Enemies were 
furniſhed with Pikes very dangerous, ſome of them 
being armed with the Points of the Swords taken 


from 
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from the Spaniards the Night of the Retreat. Many 
of our Men were wounded, and they were very 
near loſing a Pair of Colours; for in the Heat of 
the Fight, Enſign Juan Volante fell into the Lake 
by a Blow of a Pike; and the Indians, who were 
neareſt, ſeizing upon him, put him into a Canoe 


with a Deſign to preſent him to their Emperor: 


He ſuffered himſelf to be carried away, feigning 
to ſubmit; but when he found himſelf at a ſufi- 
cient Diſtance from the reſt of the Canoes, he re- 


cover'd his Arms, and diſengaging himſelf from 


thoſe who guarded him, by killing ſome of them, 
he threw himſelf into the Water, and ſwam aſhore 
with his Colours, with equal Bravery and good For- 
tune. | | 
| Corres, with Sword in Hand, expoſed himſelf 
to the greateſt Dangers, and brought off his Troops, 
with little Loſs, to the firm Land; having ſuffici- 
ently revenged himſelf upon the Indians for their 
Deceit in drawing him upon the Cauſey; upon 


which, and in the Lake, their Loſs was as great as 
they could have ſuſtained in a fair and open Battle: 
But judging it Raſhneſs to return to the Enterprize 
upon Tacuba, in ſpite of the Mexican Reinforce- 


ment, (which always kept in View) he thought of 
retiring to Tezeuco, which, with the Approbation of 
his Captains, he preſently put in Execution. The 
Mexicans did not venture to quit the Cauſey, or 
their Canoes, till ſuch Time as the Diſtance of our 
Army gave them Courage to follow afar off; con- 
tenting themſelves with ſending forth great Cries, 
m which fruitleſs Fatigue all their Revenge ended. 
This Expedition was of great Importance, as well 
for the Damage done to the Mexicans in the ſeveral 
Engagements, as for the Knowledge the Spaniards 
gained of this Part of the Country, of which it 
would be neceſſary afterwards to make themſelves 
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Maſters. And although our Hiſtorian endeavours 


to obſcure the Glory of it, it was of ſuch great 


Conſequence to Cortes witk reſpect to his main De- 
ſign, that he no ſooner arrived at Tezeuco, but the 
Caziques of Tucapan, Maſcalzingo, Autlan, and of 
other Towns upon the North- ſide of the Lake, came 
to make their Submiſſion, and offer the Aſſiſtance - 
of their Troops. A ſure Sign that the Spaniards ' 


came back with Reputation, which is an Acquiſi- 
ion of the greateſt, Advantage in War, and which 


ot obtain without great Difficulty. 


CHAP. XVI. 


Chalco; defeats the Mexicans twice in the 


peque and Capiſtlan. 


ted in the Conqueſt of this Empire; nor could 


om any other Hand, being ſo well adapted to 


n. A Veſſel of conſiderable Burden, ſent to 
ernan Cortes, arrived at this Time at Yera-Cruz, 


dro Malgareio de Urrea, a Regular of the Order 
i. Francis, born at Seville; Antonio de Caravaial, 


n  — 


gains upon the Minds of Men, what Force of Arms 


freſh Succour of Spaniards arrives at Te- 
-zeuco, Sandoval marches to the Relief of 


open Field, and takes the Towns of Guaſte- 
HE Proſperity of ſo many Succeſſes was al- 
moſt an evident Proof, that Heaven was inte- 


me favourable Accidents, wherein human Dili- - 
nce had no Share, be poſſibly thought to come 


eſent Neceſſity, and ſo much beyond all Expecta- 


din her Julian de Alderete, Native of Torde/illas, ' 
th the Character of the King's Treaſurer; Father 


Geronimo © 


"+ 
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Geronimo Ruiz de la Mota, Alonzo Diaz de la Re: 
guera, and ſeveral other Soldiers of Diftinftion,with 
a very conſiderable Succour of Arms, and other 
Neceffaries. They immediately march'd to Tlaſ: 
cala, (the Ammunition being carried on the Shoul- 
ders of Zempoalan Indians) and there they had an 
Eſcort given them to conduct them ſafe to Tezeycy, 
they themſelves carrying thither the firſt News of 
their Arrival. "0 EET. 
BERNAIL. Diaz per Cas TII LO ſays, That this 
Veſſel came directly from Spain: And Antonio dt 
Herrera, who makes Mention of it, does not ay 
who ſent it, deſiring, perhaps, to conceal his Igno- 
rance by that Omiſſion. It ſeems very unlikely, 
that it ſhould come to Cortes from Spain, without 


F 4 & & 


true Saurce of it, attributing to God not only his 
8 Fortune in the Augmentation of his Forces 
ut the very Vigour of Mind, which he perceived 


in himſelf, and that marvellous Conſtancy, which 


though agreeable enough to his natural Courage, 
| On yet 
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yet ſeem'd to him at this Time the immediate Ef- 
fect of a Heavenly Influence. | 

Ar this Time there arrived Meſſengers, diſ- 
patch'd in great Haſte to Cortes from the Caziques 
of Chalco. and Jhamanalco, to demand Succour 
againſt a powerful Army, which the Enemy were 
providing in Mexico for ſubjecting the Towns of 
their Diſtricts, which adhered to the Intereſts of the 
Spaniards. Guatimozin had a great Inclination to 
Arms, and, as appeared by other Parts of his 
Conduct, applied himſelf intirely to the Arts of 
War. He was continually contriving Means to get 
the Victory over his Enemies, and had conſidered - 
that there was no better Way to compaſs his De- 
ſign, than by ſeizing on that Frontier, whereby he 


might cut off the Communication with Tlaſcala, . 
and prevent any Succours coming from: Vera-Cruz 
a Point of iſs much Conſequence, that Cortes found 
himſelf abſohitely obliged to protect theſe Allies, ts / 
whoſe Fidelity he owed the Preſervation of this ne- 
ceſſary Paſs free from the Mexicans. 'He' imme- 
diately diſpatched Gonzalo de Sandoval to their Re- 


lief, with three hundred Spaniards, twenty Horſe, 


and ſome Companies of Tlaſcala and Tezeuco, 
amounting to ſuch a Number as he thought ſuffi- 


cient, the Troops of thoſe Provinces being already 
in Arms. | 


SanDoVaL made no Delay, but march'd with 


ſo much Diligence, that his Succour arrived very 
opportunely : The Caziques had aſſembled all their 


Troops, which, join'd to thoſe of Sandoval, made 


a very conſiderable Body. The Enemy was not 
very far off, their Army having lodged the Night 


before at Guaſtepegue, and it was reſolved to attack 
them before they entered upon the Territories of 


Chalco. In the mean Time, the Mexicans, depend- 


learnt 


Ing upon; the Number of their Forces, and having 
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learnt that the Spaniards were come to the Support 


of the Chalgueſes, poſſeſs'd themſelves of ſome Ba- 


Tancas or hollow Ways, in order to wait the Com- 


ing of our Troops in a Place where they might be 


ſecure againſt the Horſe. The Spaniards were ſen- 
fible of the Difficulty, when they came to the 
Charge; and Sandoval ſtood in Need of all his Re- 
ſolution, and all the Valour of his Troops, to diſ- 
lodge the Enemy from that Poſt, which they did 


with Sword in Hand, but not without ſome 


Loſs; for on this Occaſion died bravely fighting a 
Juan Dominguez, - much 
eſteemed in the Army for his ſingular Skill in the 
managing of Horſes. | 


Tu Mexicans loſt a great Number in this Di- 


pute; however, they thought themſelves ſtrong 
enough to rally and draw up upon the Plain: But 


Sandoval, having ſoon overcome the Difficulty of 
the Paſſage, attacked them ſo briſkly, that he broke 
them before they could form. The Vanguard of 
the Enemy continued the Fight for ſome Time 
with deſperate Fury; and if their Reſiſtance had 


laſted a little longer, this Combat might have been 
called a Battle; but this diſorderly Multitude ſoon 
gave Way, and diſperſed, and the Spaniards fol- 


lowed the Purſuit with ſo much Vigour, that the 
Mexicans loſt the greateſt Part of their Troops. 


Sandoval remained Maſter of the Field, and choſe a 
Place for his Army to halt in, and take a little 
Reſt, reſolving to advance that Night to Guaſte- 


peque, whither the greateſt: Part of the Fugitives 


were retired. Wo oe 1 
Bur ſcarce had the Troops began to enjoy the 
Repoſe they ſo much wanted for the Recovery of 
their Strength, when the Scouts, who had been ſent 


out to view the Avenues, returned, and gave the 


Alarm ſo warmly; that it was neceſſary to form 
| | the 
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the Army with all Expedition. A Body of fours 
teen or fifteen Thouſand Mexicans were advancing 
in good Order, and were ſo near, that the Spa- 
niards cquld hear the Sound of their Drums and 
Horns. Thefe Troops were ſuppoſed to be ſent 
as a Reinforcement to thoſe which had marched 
from Mexico before; becauſe it was impoſſible for 
the latter, who had been intitely broken, to have 
formed thetnfelves in ſuch good Order in ſo ſhort 
a Time, nor was the bold Air with which they àd - 
vanced, conſiſtent with the Terror of ſuch a De- 
feat. "The Spaniards advanced to receive theſe 
New-comers, and attacked them ſo ſeaſonably, that 
putting their Front in Diſorder; they made Way 
for the Horſe to charge without any Riſk ; who, ac- 
cording to Cuſtom; made ſuch a Slaughter of the 
Enemy, that they were ſoon obliged to turn their 
Backs, flying in Confufion to the Town of Guaſte- 
pegue, where they believed themſelves in Security; 
but the Spaniards followed them fo cloſe; (killing 
all they overtook) that they entered the Place 
at the ſame Time with the Fugitives, and tnain- 
tained the Entrance, till the reſt of the Troops 
coming up, they divided themſelves into the ſe- 
veral Streets, and with Sword in Hand drove the 
nemy out of the Town. The Mexicans loſt great 
Numbers by their obſtinate Reſiſtance, and the 
reſt who fled, were fo terrified, that in a little 
ime there was not one to be ſeen thereabouts. 
Tunis Town was ſo large, that Sandoval was re- 
dived to quarter there that Night, and the Spa- 
iarde, with the greateſt Part of their Allies, lay 
nder Cover. The Victory was the more joyful, 
cauſe the Soldiers were allowed to plunder, pro- 
ded they took nothing that was burthenſome, or 
vould embarraſs them in the Uſe of their Arms. 
The Cazique of the Town, and ſame of the prin- 
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all joined in Capiſtlan, and proteſted to him, That 
to retreat now, was to leave them in the fame Dan- 
ger from which he came to deliver them. Upon 
this News, he thought it neceſſary to go and diſ- 
perſe this Body of Fugitives, before they ſhould be 

reinforced with freſh Troops. | | 
 CarisTLAN was but two Leagues diſtant from 
Guaſtepegue on the Side of Mexico. The Town was 
ſtrong by Natuae, being ſeated upon the Top of 
great Rock, difficult of Acceſs; with a River on 
the other Side, which running with Rapidity from 
the neighbouring Mountains, waſhed the Precipices 
of the Rock. When the Troops came up, they 
found the Mexicans prepared for their Defence, and 
that they had covered all the Top of this Eminence 
with Soldiers; who celebrated their Security with 
loud Cries, and diſcharging ſome Arrows, not ſo 
much to wound, as to irritate the Spaniards : San 
doval reſolved to drive the Enemy from this Poſt, 
that he might leave the neighbouring Provinces free 
from any Fear of a new Invaſion ; and finding there 
were only three Ways by which he could make the 
Attack, which were equally difficult, he ordered 
the Troops of Chalco and Tlaſcala to advance firſt, 
as People more accuſtomed to thoſe rugged Fo 
ut 
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But they did not obey with the ſame Readineſs they 
uſed to do, ſhewing by the Slowneſs of their Mo- 
tion, that they thought the Difficulty of this Under- 
taking ſuperior to their Force; ſd that Sandoval; 
impatient of Delay, threw himſelf into the Danger 
at the Head of the Spaniards, which ſo animated the 
Indians, that finding by his Example the Untea- 
ſonableneſs of their Fear, they advanced by the 
moſt difficult Parts of the Rock, mounting it with 
more Eaſe than the Spaniards, and fighting with 
equal Bravery. The Way was ſo ſteep in ſome Places, 
that they could not make Uſe of their Hands; with- 
out Fear of their Feet ſlipping, and the Stones - 
which the Enemy rolled down from the Top; 
wounded more than their Darts and Arrows: Ne- 
vertheleſs, the Fire-Arms and Croſs-Bows cleared 
the Way for the Pikes and Swords, and the Aſſail- 
ants, by their Valour and Conſtancy, forcing their 
Way againſt all Oppoſition, gained the Top of the 
Hill at the ſame Time that the Mexicans were re- 
tiring into the Town, ſo diſpirited, that they ſcarce 
made a Diſpoſition to defend it, or defended it ſo 
| weakly, that they were driven to the Edge of the 
Precipice, where all that did not fling themſelves. 
down, were put to the Sword; and the Slaughter 
was ſo great upon this Occaſion, that for a while 
(according to the moſt exact Relations) there ran 
Streams of Mexican Blood into the River, in ſuch 
Abundance, that the Spaniards, who went down to 
2 their Thirſt, were obliged to refrain from 
drinking, or to do it with Horror. | 
 SanDoVAL had his Armour broke in two Places 
by Stones, and ſome Spaniards were very much 
wounded ; among whom Andres de Tapia, and Her- 
nando de Oſma, were the moſt conſiderable, or beſt 
deſerved to be remembred. The Confederates ſuf- 
fered moſt ; becauſe that Part of the Rock by which 


X 2 they 
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they attacked was very difficult to mount, and they Na 
ran upon the Danger more precipitately. .. | £0" 
SanDpovar having gained three or four Victo- lik 


_ ries in fo ſhort a Time, and the Mexicans being 
defeated and chaſed out of thoſe Provinces that 
needed the Protection of his Arms, he began his 
March the next Day for Tezeuco by the ſame Road 
he came, and arrived there without any Oppoſition, 
As ſoon as the News of his Retreat was brought 
to Mexico, the Emperor ſent a new Army againſt 
the Province of Chalco, which plainly ſhew'd the 
great Deſire he had to cut off the Spaniards Com- 
munication with Tlaſcala. The Chalqueſes had News 
of this Invaſion, at a Time when they could have 
no Dependence but upon their own Arms; and aſ- 
ſembling in Haſte the Troops they had ready, with 
thoſe they could get from their Allies, they took 
the Field with more Reſolution than formerly, and 
: obſerving a better Order in the Diſpoſition of their 
Men. The two Armies advanced towards each 
other, and fighting with equal Bravery, the Battle 
was long and bloody; but in the End the Chalqueſes 
gained the Victory, and tho? they loſt great Num- 
bers in the Action, they flew more of the Mexicans, 
and remained Maſters of the Field. The News of 
this Victory was received with great Applauſe at 
Tezeuco; and Cortes was particularly pleaſed, to 
find that his Allies were in a Condition to ſupport 
themſelves, and that their own Forces were ſuffi- 
cient to defend them. This happy Succeſs was 
principally owing to their Valour, - the Order 
and good Diſcipline which they obſerved in the 
Fight, did much contribute to the Victory, and it 
was of great Importance to thoſe People to have 
been Conquerors in other Battles, wherein they loſt 
the Fear they had conceived of the commanding 

e | Nation, 


* * - 
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Nation, and by the Help of the Spaniards had diſ- 
covered the Secret, that Mexicans could be beaten 
like other Men. 


CHEAT xr 


Cortes marches out of Tezeuco, to view the Lake 
on the Side of Suchimilco: He has two dan- 
gerous Engagements with the Enemy, who had 


fortified themſelves upon the Mountains of. 
Guaſtepeque. 


ORTES could have wiſh'd, that Sandoval had 
not returned without penetrating as far as 
Suchimilco upon the Lake, which was but a few 
Leagues diſtant from Guaſtepeque, it being of great 
Importance to take a View of that City, where there 
was a very broad Cauſey, which joined the princi- 
pal ones that led to Mexico. And as the finiſhing 
of the Brigantines would ſtill take up ſome Time, 
he reſolved to employ it in this Expedition. He 
alſo conſidered the Advantage of covering the Paſ- 
ſage to Tlaſcala, and animating the People of 
Chalco, who ſeem*d apprehenſive of new Invaſions. 
Cortes charged himſelf with the Execution of this 
Deſign, taking with him Chriſtoval de Olid, Pedro 
de Alvarado, Andres de Tapia, and Julian de Alde- 
rete, with three hundred Spaniards, and ſuch Troops 
of Tezeuco-and'Tlaſcala as he judged neceſſary, ſup- 
poſing he ſhould find the Cazique of Chalco, with 
his Allies in Arm. 6 pert; Eu 
In his Abſence, he left the Military Command 
with Sandoval, and the Civil with the Cazique Don 
Hernando, who was always ſubmiſſive and affectio- 
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nate; and though his Age and Genius inclined him 
to more active Employments, he had ſufficient Un- 
derſtanding to know, that it was more meritorious 
to obey. | 

Hernan CorTEs fet out from Tezeuco, on the 
gth of April 1521, and hearing no News. of the 


Mexicans, marched with ſo much Diligence, that 


he arrived the next Night at Chalco, where he found 
the Canfederate Caziques aſſembled in the City, 
and under an Alarm, becauſe they did not expect 
any Succour from the Spaniards, and had diſcover'd 
on the Side of Suchimilco a new Army of Mexicans, 
much ſtronger than any of the former, who were 
coming with a Deſign to ravage and poſſeſs them- 
ſelves of their Country. The Demonſtrations of 
their Joy were equal ta the Trouble they were in 
before: They threw themſelves at the Feet of the 
Spaniards, and lifted up their Eyes to the Heavens 
to the favourable Diſpoſition of which (according 
to their Ideas) they attributed this ſudden Change 
of their Fortune. Cortes intended to make Uſe of 
their Arms, and therefore leaving them in the Opi- 
nion, that he was come only to ſuccour them, he 
did what he cquld to recover them out of the 
Fright they had conceived, and by applauding 
their Victory, to give them a high Conceit of their 


don Bravery. 8. 


Trese Caziques had their advanced Centries 
and ſome Spies in the Enemies Country, who paſ- 
ſing the Word from ane to another, gave Notice 
continually of the Enemies Motions; and by this 
Means they underſtood, that the Mexicans, being 
informed of the Arrival of the Spaniards at Chalco, 
had made a Halt upon the Mountains, which were 
ja the Way, divided their Troops, to garriſon ſome 
Fgerrefles on the Tops of thoſe Eminences that 

| | | were 
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were moſt difficult of Acceſs. This Conduct of the 
Mexicans might have been deſigned, either to con- 
ceal the Number of their Troops, till ſuch time as 
Cortes ſnould retire, that they might afterwards fall 
upon his Allies; or, what ſeems more Probable, 
to wait the Coming of their Enemies, in a Place 
where they had the Advantage of the Ground: 
But in both theſe Caſes it ſeemed abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to attack them in their F ortifications, That 
_ Time might be loſt in marching to Sucki- 
milco. 
Wirz this Reſolution the Army mmavches the | 
ſame Night to a Town, deſerted by its Inhabiz 
tants, at the Foot of the Mountain, where it was 
Joined (by the Troops of Chalco, and of the adjacent 
Country: A numerous Body of good 'Soldiers, 
which animated the reſt of the Nations, who were 
advaneing to the Deffles in ſome Concern. At the 
firſt Appearance of the Day, they began to enter 
the Mountains, by a narrow and difficult Path, be- 
tween two Ridges of Rocks. Some Mexicans, who 
came to provoke the Spaniards, ſhewed themſelves 
upon the Tops of the Rocks on both Sides. The 
Army marched ſlowly on, filing off, as the Nature 
of the Ground required, till they came to a Plain, 
at an Opening of the Hills, which at ſome Diſtance 
cloſed again. Here Cortes formed his Men as well 
as he could, having diſcovered on the higheſt Emi- 
nence, a conſiderable Fortreſs, where t he Enemy 
had lodged themſelves in ſuch Numbers, as might 
have ſtruck a Dread, though in a leſs advanta- 
geous Poſt. Their Deſign was to provoke the 
Spaniards, and draw them on to the Attack, in the 
Midſt of thoſe Precipices, where the Difficulty of 


the Way was no leſs dangerous _ rt Arms of the 
Enemy. | 
K. 4 Conrzs : 
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Conrzs was ſtung to the Quick by the inſulting 
Railleries of the Enemy, who laughed at his De- 
lay, nor could he bear with Patience their Re- 
proxehing the Spaniards with Cowardice; ſo that, 
giving ay. to Anger (ſeldom a good Counſellor) 

e marched his Troops to the Foot gf the Moun- 


tain, where, without ſtaying. to chopſe the leaſt 
difficult Path, he ordered two Companies of Muſ- 
queteers and Croſs-Bows to advance to the Attack, 
under the Command of Captain Pedro de Barba, 
accompanied by ſome Soldiers of particular Diſtinc; 
tion, Who voluntarihy offered themſelves, among 
' which: was our Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo, who, not 
ſatisfied with the Reputation of Valour. he had al- 
ready eſtabliſhed, put in for a Share in every, diffi- 
cult Undertaking, ; 1 , gt 

Inn Mexicans retired as the Spaniards mounted 
the Hill, feigning to be in ſome Diſorder, that they 
might entice, them on to the maſt dangerous Part 
of the Precipice; which they had no ſooner ef- 
fected, but they returned, _ molt horrible Cries, 
letting fall from the Top ſuch a terrible Shower of 
ha Stones, and intire Rocks, as barred up the 
Way, after having borne down eyery Thing it met 
with. This firſt Charge did great Damage, and it 
would haye been much greater, if Enſign Chriſtoval 
del Coral, and Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo, who ad- 
vanced before the reſt, had not retired to the Hol- 
low of a Rock, and adviſed the reſt ta halt, and 
leave the Path, it being impoſſible to go on, with- 
gut falling into greater Danger. The General was 
ſenſible that there was no continuing the Attack that 
Way; and fearing they would, all have periſhed, 
ſent them Orders immediately.to retire, which they 
did with the ſame Danger. This Action coſt the 
Lives of four Spaniards; Captain Pedro de Barba 
_ | . 9g way 
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was hurt, and many others wounded. Cortes. was 
inwardly fretted at this Diſgrace, as being in Effect 
owing to his own Imprudence ; but in Publick 
he called it the Chance of War, hiding the Weak- 
neſs of his Excuſes with Menaces againſt the 
Den, rh 8 
He ſtrait reſolved to advance with ſome of his 
Captains, in ſearch of a leſs dangerous Path, where- 
by to gain the Top of the Mountain: And to this 
Reſolution he was equally carried, by a Deſire of 
revenging his Loſs, and by the Inconveniency of 
continuing his March with the Enemy at his Back. 
Nevertheleſs, he could not put this Deſign in Exe- 
cution ; for at the ſame time he diſcoverd an Am- 
buſcade, which gave him an Opportunity of coming 
ſooner to an Engagement. A Body of the Enemy's 
Troops, which had been poſted on the other Side 
of the Mountain, coming down and poſſeſſing them- 
ſelves of a Wood near the Road, watched an Op- 
portunity to charge the Rear of the Spaniards, when 
they ſhould ſee them engaged in the Defilees; and 
had alſo given Notice to thoſe above, to come 
down and attack the Van-guard at the ſame time: 
And this Stratagem of the Barbarians ſhows, what 
—_— Hatred and Malice are, in the Arts of 
Tan) e TS; T4 = Ln) 
HERNAN Cox ES cauſed his Troops to make the 
ſame Movement, as if he deſigned to continue his 
March, laying open his Flanks to the Mexicans in 
Ambuſcade; and when he thought they were ſe- 
cure, turned ſhort upon them: But they fled ſo 
nimbly, and were ſo favoured by the Thickneſs of 
the Woods, that he did them little Damage; and 
perceiving at the ſame time, that the Fugitives took 
the Road of Guaſtepeque, he detached his Cavalry 
ior the Purſuit, and made the Infantry advance 
me Paces. This Motion ſerved to diſcover, 
| . the 
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the Mexicans above had abandoned their Fort, and 
were following the March of the Spamards by the 
Tops of the Mountains; ſo that the Inconvenience 
of leaving the Enemy behind now ceaſing, the 


Army purſued their Way without any other Op- 


poſition, than the Cries of the Enemy, till about 
a League and a half forward, they came to another 


Fortreſs like the former, which the Mexicans had 


garriſoned; and though their Cries and Menace 
ſufficiently provoked the General, it was. too near 
Night, and he had a fatal Experience too freſh in 
his Memory, to engage with them anew, without 
further Precaution. | 


His Army encamped near a little forſaken Vil 


lage en the Top of an Eminence, from whence 


they could diſcover the neighbouring Mountains. 
The Soldiers ſuffered very much in this Place for 
want of Water; and Thirſt was an Enemy, alone 
ſufficient to diſturb their Hours of Reſt. In the 
Morning they found Relief from ſome Springs, 
which were not far from the Camp; and Cortes 
commanding the Army to follow him, advanced 


to view. the Fortreſs, of which the Enemies had 


poſſeſſed themſelves, and found it more inacceſſible 
than the former : For the Road in going up made 
ſeveral Turns, and was throughout expoſed to the 
Darts of the Enemy. But obſerving another Emi- 
nence within Muſket-ſhot, which the Enemy had 
neglected, he commanded Verdugo, Barba, and 
Alderete, to mount with the Muſketeers, and ſeize 
it, in order to embaraſs the Mexicans in their De- 
fence of the other Hill. This was preſently put in 
Execution, by taking a Road covered from the 
Enemy, who frighted at the Number of Men who 
were killed by the firſt Diſcharge of the Fire-Arms, 
thought only of retiring to a conſiderable Town 
Joining to their Fortreſs. The Spaniards below 

| a gueſſed 


diſc 
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ueſſed the Truth of what had happened by the 
— of the Enemies Cries; and as — were 
preparing for the Attack, had Advice from the 
neighbouring Height, that the Mexicans had in- 
tirely abandoned their Fort, and were flying to 
the diſtant Parts of the Country: ſo that Carter 
thought it unneceſſary to take a View of that 
Poſt, which he did not deſign to keep, and was 


of no Importance after it was quitted by the 


— before the Army renewed their March, they 
diſcovered ſeveral Women on the Top of the Hill, 
calling out for Peace, hanging out white Cloths, 
which they waved up and down, and accompanyin 
theſe with other Signs of Submiſſion, that obliged 
Cortes to ſend for them. The Cazique immedi- 
ately came down, and offered his Obedience, ſub- 
mitting not only the Fort where he refided, but 
the other alſo which they had left behind, and 
which belonged to his Juriſdiction. He made an 
Apology with the Air of a Man that ſpoke Truth, 
and laid all the Blame of the Reſiſtance the Army 
had met with upon-thoſe Mountains, on the Mexi- 
cans, who were too powerful for him. Hernan 
Cortes admitted his Excuſes, either that he believed 
them true, or that he thought it not a proper Time 
to examine them ſtrictly. The Cazique ſeemed 


very much concerned, that he ſhould paſs through 


his Territories without receiving the Submiſſion of 
his Vaſſals; and Cortes, to ſatisfy him, was obliged 
to ſend two Companies of Spaniards to take Poſſeſ- 


fion in the Name of the Emperor, according to the 


Cuſtom obſerved at that Time. 


AFTER this Ceremony was over, which did not 


detain them long, the Army marched on to Guaſte- 
peque, a populous Town, which Gonzalo de Sandoval 
| had left jn Peace, and which they found as _ 
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Inhabitants, and as well ſtocked with Proviſions, 
as if it had been a Time of Peace, or they had 
ſuffered nothing by Oppreſſion from the Mexi- 


Fun Cazique with the principal Inhabitants came 


to wait upon Cortes, to aſſure him of his Obedience, 
and invite him to accept of a Lodging he: had pre- 
pared for the Spaniards in his own Palace, and other 
Lodgings in the City for the Commanders of the 
Confederate Troops; promiſing to ſupply the reſt 
with all neceſſary Proviſions, which he accord- 
ingly performed with great Prudence and Libe- 
ie 2 i 88 nn 

His Palace was ſo ſumptuous a Building, that 

it might vye with thoſe of Motezuma, and ſo large, 
that all the Spaniards were lodged in it with Eaſe. 
In the Morning he carried them into a Garden he 


kept for his Diverſion, (nothing inferior to that of 


Elapalapa) whoſe Spaciouſneſs and Fertility the 
Spaniards greatly admired, becauſe it far exceeded 
their Expectation, and was afterwards: ſpoke of as 
one of the Wonders of that new World: It was above 
half a League long, and near as much in Breadth; 
the Ground was level and uniform, and regularly 
divided into Plats, with all the Fruit- Trees and 


Plants, which that Country produced, with ſeveral 


great Ponds which received the Water of the neigh- 
bouring Mountains, and ſeveral Squares. after the 
Manner of Parterres full of Flowers, and medi- 
cinal Herbs, cultivated with great Care, and placed 
in exact Order; the Work of a powerful Lord, 
who had a Taſte of Agriculture, and had ſtudied 
to heighten the Beauties of Nature with the Orna- 


Cox ES endeavoured to engage this Cazique in 
his Intereſt by ſome Preſents; but receiving Ad- 


vice, as he was entering into the Garden, that the 
"5 6708 CO Enemy 
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Enemy were expecting him at Quatlavaca, (a Town 
lying in the Way he was to paſs) he took but ie 
Pleaſure in the Beauties of the Place, and gave Or- 
ders for the Army immediately to march, not with- 
out ſome Concern that he had ſtaid longer than 
he ought. . For ſuch is the Nature of Care, with 
oe Difficulty to admit of Interruption ; and if 
or a while diverted, to return again with, greater 
Violence. - rt 


CHE XVHL 


The Army paſſes on to Quatlavaca, here the 
Mexicans receive a new Defeat; from 
thence to Suchimilco, where Cortes ſur- 
mounts a great Difficulty, and 1s in Danger 
of being loſt. | 


UATLAVACA was a populous Town, 
=<_ ſtrong by Nature, ſituate between Barrancas, 
or Breakings of the Earth above eight Fathoms 
deep, which ſerved as a Ditch to the Place, and 
Paſſages for the Water that deſcended from the 
Mountains. The Army arrived at this Place after 
having ſubdued all the Towns which lay in their 
Way without. any Difficulty. The Mexicans had 
cut down the Bridges, and covered the Banks with 
ſuch a Number of Soldiers, that the Paſſage ſeemed 
impoſſible. But Cortes drew up his Army at a 
convenient Diſtance, and while the Spaniards and 
Confederates endeavoured to divert the Enemy 
vith their Fire-Arms and Arrows, he went to view 
the Barranca; and finding it at ſome Diſtance lower 
much narrower, he immediately ordered * or 

three 
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three Bridges to be made of Trees cut at the Root, 
which reached from one Side to the other, and 
which laid together as well as was poſſible, made 
a Way, though ſomewhat dangerous, for the In- 


fantry to paſs. The Spaniards of the Van-guard, 


leaving the Tlaſcalans to keep the Enemy in Play, 
immediately paſſed over, and formed a Battalion 
on the other Side of the Ditch, which was conti- 
nually augmented by the Allies. But the Mexicans, 
whowerequickly ſenſible of their Negligence, poured 
down upon thoſe that had paſſed with ſo much Re- 
ſolution, that they had much to do to keep their 
Ground ; and the Succeſs had been very doubtful, 
if Cortes had not opportunely arrived, followed by 
Olid, Alvarado, and Tapia, who, whilſt the Foot 
were getting over, had found out a Paſſage for the 
Horſe, which though a very difficult and dangerous 
one, was of great Uſe in the extreme Danger to 
which the Spaniards were reduced. 

Tux Horſe wheeled about in order to charge the 
Mexicans in the Rear, which they did, aſſiſted by 
ſome Foot brought to their Succour by Bernal 


Diaz del Caſtillo; who, puſhed on by his Courage, 


had paſſed the Ditch by the Means of two or three 
Trees which were fallen down by their own Weight, 


and lay acroſs the Barranca. Several Spaniards quit- 
ted the Skirmiſh to follow the Example of Diaz, 


as did a conſiderable Number of Indians, who 


all mixed with the Horſe, when they made their 
Charge. e | 

Bur the Mexicans, who now ſaw the Danger 
that threatened them in the midſt of their Forti- 
fications, gave themſelves for loſt, and diſperſing, 
fought-only to eſcape in the beſt Manner they could 


to the Mountains. They loſt great Numbers, both 


in the Defence of the Ditch, and in their Flight; 
nevertheleſs, the greateſt Part ſaved themſelves 
g among 
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among the Rocks and Precipices, where it was not 
poſſible to purſue them. The Town was found in- 
tirely abandoned, but with good Store of Provi- 
ſions, and ſome Spoils, which were given to the 
Soldiers. A little after, the Cazique, and ſome of 
the chief Inhabitants, who were willing to ſubmit, 
called to the Spaniards from the further Side of the 
Ditch, deſiring Leave to return to the Town, and 
prepare Quarters for the Troops; which was imme- 
diately granted, and they were of Uſe afterwards, 
rather by the Notice they gave of the Enemy's Mo- 
tions, and by their Knowledge of the Country, than 
for any Want the Spaniards had of their Offers, or 
any Dependence they had on their Excuſes, the 
Neighbourhood of Mexico keeping them in a neceſ- 
ſary Subjection. 

EaRLY the next Morning the Army took the 
Road of Suchimilco, a Place which deſerved the 
Name of a City, ſeated on the Edge of a Freſh- 

Water Lake, which had a Communication with 
the great Lake; the Buildings were partly on the .. 
Land, and partly in the Water, where a great 
Number of Canoes ſerved them to paſs from Place 
to Place: It was of great Importance to take a View 
of this Poſt, which was within four Leagues of 
Mexico: but the March was very troubleſome ; for 
after they had paſſed a Defilee three Leagues long, 
they came into a barren dry Country, where the 
Soldiers ſuffered very much for want of Water; 
the Fatigue of the March, and the Heat of the 
Sun, increaſing their Thirſt to ſuch a Degree, that 
at their Entrance into a Foreſt of Pines, they were 
inſenſible of any Relief from its Shade. 

Nz ak the Road they found ſome Houſes within 
the Juriſdiction of Sucbimilco, built for Farm-Houfſes, 
or for Pleaſure, by the Inhabitants of that Place. 
Here the Army lodged, and enjoyed that * 

the 
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the Reſt and Refreſhment' they fo much wanted. 
The Enemy had purpoſely quitted them, to walt 


the Spaniards in a ſtronger Poſt. Cortes drew up 


his Army in Order of Battle at Break of Day, and 


began his March, expecting to meet with a good 
deal of Difficulty in his preſent Enterprize; it not 


being likely, that the Mexicans would leave Suobi- 


milco, a Poſt of ſo great Importance, and ſo near 


to Mexico, without a ſtrong Garriſon, eſpecially 


ſince all thoſe who had eſcaped from the paſt En- 
gagements, were retired to that Place. E 
H1s Conjectures proved right; for the Enemy 
(the Relation of whoſe Numbers may be true, 
but ſhall be omitted as improbable) had drawn up 


their Battalions in a Plain at ſome Diſtance from the 
City, having a great and rapid River in their Front, 

which diſcharged itſelf into the Lake. They had 
double-lined the Banks of this River, and difpoſed 
their main Body for the Defence of a wooden 


Bridge, which they would not cut down, having 
barricaded it with Planks and Faſcines, and ſup- 
poſing, that though this Fortification ſhould be 
forced, they ſhould have a ſufficient Advantage in 
the Narrowneſs of the Paſs, and be able to de- 
ſtroy their Enemies as faſt as they came over the 
Bridge. | | 
HERNAN CorTes perceived the Difficulty, but, 
without appearing concerned, extended the Troops 
of the Allies along the Bank of the River; and, 
whilſt both Sides made ſome Diſcharges at each 
other with little Effect, he commanded the Spa- 
niards to advance, and gain the Bridge. The Spa- 
niards met with ſuch an obſtinate Reſiſtance, that 
they were twice repulſed ; but returning a third 
Time to the Atrack with greater Vigour, and ma- 
king Uſe of the Enemy's Trenches againſt them, 
they ſoon became Maſters of the Pals ; _ - 
: 1 — 
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diſcouraged the Mexicans, that they began every- 
where to fly, their Commanders ordering the Signal 
for a Retreat, either to cover their Diſorder, or with 
a Deſign to rally. 
TE Spaniards made Haſte to ſeize upon the 
Ground the Mexicans had quitted, and at the ſame 
Time ſeveral Companies of Tlaſcala and Tezeuco 
threw themſelves into the River, and ſwam to the 
other Side, where they joined the Army. The 
Enemy were drawn up in Order of Battle under the 
Walls of the Town, but upon the firſt Advance of 
the Spaniards they began to retire, provoking them 
ſtill by their Cries, and ſome Diſcharges of Arrows, 
which did no Execution, to ſignify that they 
retreated out of Choice. However, Cortes fell 
upon them with ſo much Vigour, that at the very 
firſt Charge it was ſeen how near their affected Va- 
lour was to fear. They continued retiring into the 
City, in the Entrance of which they loſt great Num- 
bers; and ſheltering themſelves within the Bar- 
ricades, with which they had blocked up the 
Streets, began again to uſe their Arms, and defy 
their Enemies. OO 
HERNANT Cors left a Part of his Troops 
without the Town to ſecure his Retreat, and to op- 
poſe any Attacks that might be made from Abroad, 
and entered with the reſt to. purſue the Chace. For 
which Purpoſe, ordering fome Companies to force 
the Barricades in the Streets, on the Right and Left, 
he advanced to the principal one, where the Enemy 
had their greateſt Force. With ſome Difficulty he 
broke through their Blockade, and, carried away 
by the Tranſports of his Courage, forgot the Care 
he ought to have had of his Perſon , for throwing 
himſelf with more Bravery than Prudence into the 
| midſt of a Multitude of Enemies, he found himſelf 
ſurrounded by them, when he would have returned 
Vor. II. X 2 "W 
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to the Aſſiſtance of his Men. He ſupported him- 
ſelf for ſome time with the utmoſt Courage, until 
his Horſe, being tired, fell under him, and pur 
him in extreme Danger of his Life. Thoſe who 
were neareſt, immediately advanced; and, before 
he was in a Condition to make Uſe of his Arms, he 
was in a Manner taken; the only Thing that de- 
fended him, being the great Deſire the Mexicans 
had to take him alive, for a Preſent to their Em- 
peror. At this Inſtant, Chriſtoval de Olea, Native 
of Medina del Campo, a Soldier of diſtinguiſhed Va- 
lour, who was not far off, ſaw the Diſtreſs of his 
General, and calling to ſome Tlaſcalans who were 
fighting near him, forced his Way to the Place 
with ſo much Reſolution, and was ſo well ſeconded 
by thoſe that followed him, that, after having killed 
with his own Hand thoſe who preſſed Bake upon 
his General, he had the good F ortune to reſtore 
him to his Liberty. Cortes immediately made uſe 
of it to puſh the Enemy, who eſcaping to that Part 
of the City, which ſtood in the Water, left the 
Spaniards Maſters of all the Streets upon the firm 
Bind. | | 
CorTEs came off with two ſlight Wounds, 
and Olea with three dangerous Cuts of a Sword, 
whoſe Scars were afterwards honourable Marks 
of his Exploit. Herrera ſaith, That Cortes owed 
his Liberty to a Tlaſcalan, unknown both before 
and after, and relates the Action as a kind of 
a Miracle; but Bernal Diaz, who was one of the 
firſt that came to the Relief of the General, at- 
tributes the whole Honour to Olea; and the De- 
ſcendants of this valiant Man (leaving to God the 
Glory which is his Due) may very well be excuſed, 
if they rather believe an Author who relates what 
he ſaw, than one who goes upon Conjectures. 


WHILST 
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Wurst this Engagement laſted in the Town, 
the Troops that were without, under the Command 
of Olid, Alvarado, and Tapia, were not idle: The 
Nobles of Mexico made an extraordinary Effort to 
reinforce the Garriſon of Suchimilco, whoſe Conſer- 
vation the Emperor Guatimozin had very much at 
Heart. They embarked with ten Thouſand choſen 
Men, and landed at ſome Diſtance from the Town, 
knowing that. the Spaniards were engaged in the 
Streets; and deſigned to fall upon their Rear: But 
they were diſcovered, and charged with ſo much 
Reſolution; that they were glad to reimbark, leav- 
ing a good Number of their Men upon the F ield : 
But it appeared, by the Reſiſtance they made, that 
they were led by yaliant Commanders; and the 
Diſpute was ſo warm, that the three Spaniſh Cap- 
tains were wounded, beſides a conſiderable Number 
of Spaniſh and 7. Jaſcalan Soldiers. 

Tr1s happy Succeſs made Hernan Cortes Maſter 
of the Field, and of all the Streets and Buildings 
upon the firm Land and having placed ſufficient 
Guards on the Water-fide, he lodged his Troops in 
great Porticoes, near the principal Temple; which 
having a ſort of a Wall capable of reſiſting the 
Arms of the Mexicans, ſeemed commodious for the 
Repoſe of the Soldiers, and the Cure of their 

Wounds. Ar the ſame time he ordered ſome 
Companies to mount, and view the Top of the 
Temple, which being found forſaken, he poſted 
an Officer, and twenty or thirty Spauiards in the 
upper Court, with Orders to be alert, and to re- 
lieve the Centries often, that they might obſerve 
every Thing that paſſed both by Land and by Water: 
A very neceſſary Precaution, and of which the Uſe- 
fulneſs was ſoon experienced] for at the Cloſe of 
the Evening, they gave Notice, that they had diſ- 
covered, on the Side of Mexico, above two Thou- 
* ſand 
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fand armed Canoes, that advanced with all the 
Speed their Oars would permit; by which timely 
Advice, the Spaniards were enabled to prevent the 
Dangers of the Night, by doubling their Guards at 
the Landing-Places ; and in the Morning they ſaw 
the Enemy diſembark at a great Diſtance from the 
City, in Appearance about fourteen or fifteen thou- 
ſand Men. | 

HERNAN CorTEs went out to receive them, 
chuſing an advantageous Piece of Ground for his 
Horſe, and leaving a gocd Part of his Troops for 
the Defence of his Quarters. The two Armies 
quickly drew near, and the Mexicans began the 
Charge; but upon receiving the firſt Fire, they 
gave Ground; ſo that the reſt of our Troops 
coming up Sword in Hand, and charging them 
briſkly, they ſoon turned their Backs, and fled ; 
and the whole Action was rather a Chaſe than a 
Victory. | 

Cox r Es continued four Days in Suchimilco, for 
the Recovery of his Wounded, the Troops never 
quitting their Arms, becauſe the Neighbourhood of 
Mexico made it eaſy for the Enemy to ſend Succours 
from thence ; and even when they were free from 
thoſe Alarms, the Apprehenſion of them was ſuffi- 
cient to fatigue the Soldiers. | 

Tux Day appointed for the Retreat came, which 
was executed, as had been reſolved; the Enemy 
ftill continuing their Perſecution, and ſometimes 


advancing to ſeize the difficult Paſſes, in order to 


diſturb the March: But this Oppoſition was eaſily 
overcome, and with conſiderable Advantage ; and 
Hernan Cortes returned to Tezeuco, with the Satiſ- 
faction of having obtained the two Ends he pro- 
poſed by this Sally, the Knowledge of Suchimilco, 
(a Place of Importance to his Deſigns) and breaking 
the Force of the Enemy, in order to their weaker 

. Defence 
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Defence of Mexico. However he was inwardly 
diſſatisfied and melancholy for having loſt nine or 
ten Spaniards in this Expedition; for, beſides thoſe 
that were killed at the firſt Aſſault of the Moun- 
tains, the Mexicans took Three or Four alive at 
Suchimilco, as they were pillaging one of the Houſes 
in the Water; and two of his Servants, who fell 


into an Ambuſcade, by imprudently ſeparating from 


the Army. What mightily increaſed his Concern, 
was the Circumſtance of their being taken alive, 
in order to be ſacrificed upon the Altars of the 
Indian Idols; and their Misfortune recalled to his 


Mind his own paſt Danger (when in the Enemy's 


Power) of dying after the ſame abominable Man- 
ner. But he always made Reflections too late on 
the Importance of his Life; for when a Time of 
Action came, he conſulted only the Motions of his 
Valour, and poſtponed the Hearing of what Pru- 
dence might remonſtrate, to another 'Time. 


C AT;  XEX. 


A Conſpiracy of ſome Spaniards againſt the 
Life of Cortes, is puniſbed ly the Death 


of a Spaniſh Soldier; and a Sedition of 


ſome Tlaſcalans, by the Death of Xico- 


tencal. 


FH E Brigantines were now in a Condition to 
be launched, and the Canal had Depth and 
Capacity ſufficient to receive them : All other ne- 
ceſſary Preparations went on with Vigour ; great 
Quantities of Arms were made for the. Indians, an 
exact Account taken of all the Stores in the Maga- 
p . Zines, 
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Zines, and all the Artillery was proved. The Day 
was appointed for the Confederate Caziques to ap- 
ear at the Randezvouz with their Troops; and 
articular Care was taken to bring Proviſions con- 
tinually to the Place of Arms, partly for the Sake 
of the Ranſoms or Trafficking, and partly as the 
Diſcharge of an Obligation the Confederates were 
under. The General looked into the moſt minute 
Matters that related to the carrying on cf the 
War, wherein great Dangers are often occaſioned 
by ſmall Faults, and therefore a very extenſive Pru- 
dence is required. | 

Bur while Hernan Cortes had his Thoughts em- 
loyed in theſe Affairs, a new Accident happened, 
which gave him much Trouble, tryed his Valour, 
and was a convincing Proof of his Judgment : A 
Spaniard, who had been long in the Service, came 
to him full of Concern, and deſired to ſpeak with 
him in private; when that was granted, he in- 
formed him, that during his Abſence, a Conſpiracy 
had been formed againſt his Life, and the Lives 
of all his Friends. The Author of it (as he ſaid) 
was a private Soldier, of very ſmall Note, as 
may be ſuppoſed, ſince the firſt Time we hear of 
his Name is with his Crime. He was called Au- 
tonio de Villafana, and his firſt Intention was to 
get off from that Enterprize, the Difficulties where- 
of to him appeared inſuperable. He ſhewed his 
Uneaſineſs at firſt by murmuring, and ſoon pro- 
ceeded to dangerous Reſolutions. He, and thoſe 
of his Faction, blamed the General for his obſtinate 
Purſuit of that Conqueſt, declaring they would not 
caſt themſelves away, to gratify his Raſhneſs ; and 
talking of returning to the Iſland of Cuba, as of a 
'Thing very eaſy to be performed. They met to 
conſult about this Point with much Secrecy, and 
7 ola Me ang 
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the Camp, and paſſing as far as Tlaſcala, by Virtue 


of a ſuppoſed Order from the General, the Incon- 


venience of going to Vera Cruz (which was unavoid- 
able, in order to embark) immediately occurred : 
for there they could not pretend a Commiſſion or 
Leave from Cortes, without a Paſs under his Hand, 
nor avoid the Danger of being caſt into Gaol, 
and ſeverely puniſhed. This put them to a Non- 


plus, and yet they perſiſted in their Reſolution cf 


withdrawing themſelves without fixing on the Way 
how to compaſs it. 

ANTONIO DE VILLAFANA, at Whoſe Lodgin 
they held all their Aſſemblies, at laſt propoſed 
that all might be brought to paſs, by killing Cortes, 
and his chief Counſellors, and electing another Ge- 
neral in his Room, who had not ſet his Heart ſo 
much upon the Conqueſt of Mexico, and who would 
be more governable ; under whoſe Command they 
might retreat, without the Name of Fugitives, and 
give it the Turn of a Piece of Service to Velaſquez, 
by whoſe Repreſentation of it to the Court of Gaim, 
it might be eſteemed as. a Service done to the 
King. They all approved of the Project, and em- 
bracing Villafana, the Tumult began, by applaud- 
ing the Sedition: They immediately drew up a 
Writing, ſigned by all that were preſent, whereby 


uy 


they obliged themſelves to follow Villafana in the 


Execution of this horrible Attempt ; and this Af- 
fair was managed with ſo much Dexterity, that 
the Numbers of thoſe who ſigned, increaſed conſi- 
_ derably : and it was to be feared, that the ſecret 
Contagion might break out into ſuch an Evil, as 
would admit of no Remedy. 3 
Trey had agreed to feign a Pacquet from Vera- 
Crux, with Letters from Spain, and to give it to 
the General, when he was at Table with his Com- 
panions, all of them going in together, under 
| þ & Colour 
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Colour of hearing the News; and that whilſt Cortes 
was employed in reading the firſt Letter, they 
ſhould make Uſe of that Opportunity to murder 
him, and all his Friends, with their Ponyards ; at- 
ter which, they were to go out, and proclaim Li- 
berty in the Streets, which they thought was ſuffi- 
cient to make the Army declare for them, and put 
to Death the reſt that were ſuſpected. The Per- 
ſons they had marked out for Deſtruction, accord- 
ing to their blind Notions, were Chriſtoval de Olid, 
Gonzalo de Sandoval, Pedro de Alvarado, and his 
Brothers, Andres de Tapia, the two ordinary Al- 
caldes, Luis Marin, Pedro de Ircio, Bernal Dias 
del Caſtillo, and ſome other Soldiers, Favourites of 
the General. They had agreed to chooſe Franciſco 
Verdugo for their Captain-General, becauſe he had 
married a Siſter of Diego Velaſquez, and therefore 
they thought he might be eaſily brought over, and 
was the propereſt Perſon to ſupport and credit their 
Party. But as they knew he was a Man af Honour, 
and an Enemy to Injuſtice, they durſt not acquaint 
him with their Deſign, till the Crime was once com- 
mitted, when they concluded he would be obliged 
to take upon himſelf the Employment, to prevent 

eater Evils, | SE BR 

Such was the Account given by the Soldier, 
who begged his Life as a Reward of his Fidelity, 
for he was one engaged in the Conſpiracy. Her- 
nan Cortes reſolved to aſſiſt in Perſon at the ſeizing 
of Villafana, and at the firſt Meaſures that were to 
be taken, to convict him of his Crime: becauſe 
the clearing up, or obſcuring of the Truth, uſual- 
ly depends on theſe firſt Steps. The Importance 
of the Affair required no leſs Precaution, and it 
was, no Time to obſerve the ſlow Procedures of 
judiciary Forms. He went immediately to ſecure 
Villefana, attended by the two Alcaldes, and * 
0 
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of his Captains, and found him in his Quarters, 
with three or four of his Accomplices. The Trou- 
ble he was in at the Sight of his General, was his 
firſt Conviction; and Cortes, after he had ordered 
him to be put in Irons, .cauſed all to retire, pre- 
tending to examine him in private; when, making 
his Advantage of the Account that had been given 
him, he took out of his Boſom the Paper ſigned 
by all the Conſpirators. He read it, and found the 
Names of ſome Perſons, whoſe Infidelity very 
much increaſed his Concern ; but concealing it 
from his Friends, he cauſed the Soldiers, who were 
found with Villafana, to be put into another Pri- 
ſon ; and then withdrew, leaving Inſtructions with 
the Officers of Juſtice, to proceed upon his Tryal 
with all poſſible Speed, without taking any Notice 
of his Accomplices. There was not much to do 
in it; for Villafana being convicted by the ſeizing 
of his Paper, and believing that his Friends had 
betrayed him, immediately confeſſed his Crime : 
whereupon they proceeded againſt him by the 
Rules of Military Juſtice, and condemned him to 
die, which Sentence (after allowing him the neceſ- 
ſary Time for diſcharging: his Duty as a Chriſtian) 
was put in Execution that very Night; and the 
next Morning he was ſeen hanging at the Window 
of his own Lodging; ſo that the Puniſhment was 
{een at the ſame Time that the Cauſe of it was pub- 
liſhed, the Guilty being ſtruck with Fear; and the 
reſt with an Abhorrence of the Crime. f:1 | 
CorTEs was equally afflicted and provoked to 
ſee the Number of thoſe concerned in the Conſpi- 
racy z but it was no proper Time to ſatisfy Juſtice 
by the Loſs of ſo many Spaniards at the Beginning 
of his Enterprize ; and therefore, to avoid puniſh- 
ing the Guilty, and at the ſame Time the Incon- 
veniences of Impunity, he gave it out, that Villa- 
| fana 
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fana had ſwallowed a Paper, torn in Pieces, which 
he believed contained the Names or Hands of the 
Conſpirators. Soon after, he afſembled his Cap- 
tains and Soldiers, and gave them a ſummary Ac- 
count of the horrid Deſign and Conſpiracy of Villa- 
fana againſt his Life, and the Lives of many there 
preſent; adding, That he thought himſelf very 
« happy in not knowing whether he had any 
« Accomplices ; though the great Care Villafana 
e took to deſtroy that Paper he carried in his Bo- 
&« ſom, made him ſuſpe& he had ſome; but that 
„ he did not deſire to know them; and only in- 
* treated his Friends to enquire whether the Spa- 
* wards had any Complaint to make of his Pro- 
* ceedings : - becauſe he was deſirous, above all 
« Things, to give intire Satisfaction to his Sol- 
4 diers, and was as ready to correct his own Faults, 
c as he knew how to uſe the Rigour of Juſtice, 
« when the Lenity of his Puniſhments made them 
<« loſe their Influence.“ tel 
Arx the ſame Time he ordered the Soldiers, that 
had been taken with Villafana, to be ſet at Liberty; 
and this Declaration of his Mind, confirmed by the 
Care he took to ſhew no Change in his Counte- 
nance to thoſe who had offended, fully perſuaded 
them that he was ignorant of their Crime; and they 
afterwards ſerved with extraordinary Care, to re- 
move any Suſpicions of their Fidelity. 
IT was a very important A& of Prudence to 
conceal that Paper of Subſcriptions, to avoid loſing 
ſo many Spaniards, of whom he ſtood in Need at 
that Time; but it was a greater Action to conceal 
his Indignation, ſo as not to give them the leaſt 
Occaſion of Diſtruſt : It ſhewed, that his Reaſon 


was free, and that he had an abſolute Command of 


his Paſſions. However, not thinking ſuch an ex- 
ceſſive Security, which lays Care aſleep, and ſeems 
. ; to 
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to invite Danger, to be conſiſtent with Diſcretion, 
he then ordered twelve Men for the Guard of his 
Perſon, commanded by an Officer; and it is likel 
he made uſe of this Opportunity, that the People 
might, without Surprize, ſee this new Addition to 
the Support of his Authority. | 

Soon after he was perplexed with another Affair, 
which though of a different Sort, had yet ſome Cir- 
cumſtances of Sedition : for Xicotencal, who com- 
manded the firſt Troops that came from Tlaſcala, 
either upon ſome Diſguſt, which may be eaſily ſup- 
7 5 conſidering his haughty Temper, or that hge 

ill preſerved in his Mind ſome Remains of his for- 
mer Enmity, reſolved to leave the Army; aſſem- 
bling ſome Companies, which, upon his earneſt In- 
treaty, offered to ſtand by him. He took the 
Advantage of the Night for his Retreat: and Her- 
nan Cortes, who was preſently informed of it by 
the Tlaſcalans themſelves, was much concerned at 
a Behaviour of ſuch dangerous Conſequence, of ſo 
conſiderable a Commander among thoſe Nations, 
at a Time when he was juſt ready to put his De- 
ſigns in Execution. He ſent ſome noble Indians of 
Tezeuco after him, to perſuade him to return, or at 
leaft to ſtay till he had heard what he had to offer; 
but the Anſwer of Xcotencal (which was not only 
eſolute, but diſcourteous, and with Contempt) ſo 

| provoked Cortes, that he immediately ſent three 

Companies of Spaniards, with an additional Force 
of Tezeucan Indians and Chalqueſes, with Orders to 
take him Priſoner, or kill him in caſe of Reſiſtance. 
The latter was put in Execution, for he made an 
obſtinate Defence to the laſt ; and the Tlaſcalans, 
who followed him contrary to their own Incli- 
nation, ſhewed but little Reſolution upon this 
Occaſion, and returned with the Spaniards to the 


Army, 
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Army, leaving their. Commander hanging upon 
a Tree. 3 

Tus Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo reports this Action; 
but Antonio de Herrera ſays, he was brought to Te- 
zeuco, and that Hernan Cortes, by Virtue of a Power 
from the Republick of Tlaſcala, hanged him pub- 
lickly in the City ; which is not ſo likely, becauſe 
he might have run a Riſque among ſo great a Num- 
ber of Tlaſcalaus, who could not but reſent the Af- 
front of ſo ſhameful a Puniſhment, inflicted on the 
Perſon of one of the firſt Men of their Nation. 
Some ſay, that the Spaniards ſent after him by 
Cortes, had private Orders to kill him, which ſeems 
to me the ſafeſt Reſolution could have been taken; 
but which way ſoever it was done, the extraordi- 
nary Foreſight and Prudence of the General in 
managing this Affair cannot be denied, ſince nei- 
ther the Tlaſcalans of the Army, nor the Republick, 
nor even his own Father, made the leaſt Complaint 
for his Death ; for having been informed ſome Days 
before, that the young Man fo far forgot himſelf 
as to ſpeak ill of his Conduct, and endeavoured to 
diſcredit among thoſe of his Nation the Enterprize 
upon Mexico, Cortes ſent an Account of it to 71 
cala, deſiring they would recall him, upon Pre- 
tence of employing him elſewhere, or make uſe 
of their Authority to correct his Diſorders: And 
the Senate, in which his own Father was preſent, 
anſwered, That according to the Laws of the Re- 
publick, whoſoever was guilty of Mutiny in the 
Army deſerved Death; and that he might pro- 
ceed againſt him with the utmoſt Rigour, if he 
found it neceſſary, as they would do both againſt 
Aicotencal and all that followed him, if they re- 
turned to Jlaſcala. This Permiſſion gave Cortes 
full Authority to puniſh Xicotencal; yet he ſuffered 


his Inſolence for ſome Days, in Hopes to , reduce 
: | him 
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him by gentle Means. But we are more inclined 
to believe, that he was put to Death without the 
City of Tezeuco, according to the Relation of Bernal 
Diaz; for Cortes very well knew the Difference be- 
tween the Sight of an Action of ſo much Severity, and 
the Relation of it after it was done: it being an evi- 
dent Maxim, That the ſtrongeſt Impreſſions upon 
the Mind, are thoſe which are received by the Eye; 
whereas thoſe received by the Ear, have neither the 
like Strength, nor Livelineſs. | 


— 


CHAT AS 


| The Brigantines are launched, and the Army 
divided into three Parts for attacking 
the City at the ſame Time, by the Cauſe- 
ways of Tacuba, Iztapalapa, and Cuyoa- 
can, Hernan Cortes advances upon the 
Lake, and defeats a great Fleet of Mexi- 


can Canoes. 


HO? theſe Accidents employed ſome Part of 
L the Cares of the General, he did not omit any 
thing that was neceſſary for the carrying on his main 
Deſign. The Brigantines were launched by De- 
grees, a Work happily brought to a Concluſion by 
the Induſtry of Martin Lopez. Before the launch- 
ing, they celebrated a Maſs of the Holy Ghoſt, at: 
which Cortes received the Communion with all the 
Spaniards. The Prieſt bleſſed the Hulls, and gave 
each of them its Name, according to the Cuſtom 

of the Sea; and whilſt they were carrying on board 
the Sails, Rigging, and whatever elſe was wanting, 

Cortes reviewed his Spaniards under Arms: They 

con- 
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conſiſted of nine hundred Men, of which a hundred 
fourſcore and fourteen were Fire-Arms and Croſs- 
Bows, the reſt were armed with Sword and Buckler, 
and Lance; eighty-ſix Horſe, and eighteen Pieces 


of Cannon, the three largeſt of Iron, and the other 


fifteen Falconets of Braſs, with ſufficient Stores of 
Powder and Ball. EL ct; 
Cox xs put five and twenty Spaniards on board 
each Veſſel, under the Command of a Captain, with 
twelve Rowers, ſix on each Side, and one Piece of 
Artillery. The Captains were Pedro de Barba Native 
of Sevil, Garcia de Holquin of Cazeres, Juan Portill 
of Portillo, Fuan Rodriguez de Villefuerte of Medellin, 
Juan Faramillo of Salvatierra in Eſtremadura, Ml.. 
guel Diaz of Aux an Arragonian, Franciſco Rodri- 
guez. Magarino of Merida, Chriſtoval Flores of Ve- 
lencia de Don Juan, Antonio de Caravaxal of Ja- 
mora, Geronimo Ruiz de la Mota of Burgos, Pedro 
Briones of Salamanca, Rodrigo Morejon de Lobera 
of Medina del Campo, and Antonio Sotelo of Zi- 
mora, who immediately embarked, each one pre- 
— 5 to defend his own Veſſel, and ſuccour the 
reſt. | 

Tuixcs being thus diſpoſed for the Entry by 
the Lake, Cortes reſolved, with the Approbation 
of his Captains, to poſſeſs himſelf at the ſame time 
of the three principal Cauſways of Tacuba, Izia- 
palapa, and Cuyoacan, without regarding that of 
Suchimilco, that he might avoid ſeparating his 
Troops too far, and poſt them where they might 
2 his Orders with leaſt Difficulty. To this 
End, he divided his Army into three Bodies, and 
committed the Expedition of Tacuba to Pedro de 
Alvarado, with the Title of Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief of that Avenue: He had under 
bis Command a hundred and fifty Spaniſh, Foot, 
and thirty Horſe, in three Bodies, led by the Cap- 


tains 
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tains Jorge de Alvarado, Gutiere de Badajoz, and 
Andres de Monujaraz, with thirty thouſand Tlaſcalans, 
and two Pieces of Artillery. The Attack of Cuyca- 
can was committed to the Colonel Chriſtaval de Olid, 
with a hundred and ſixty Spaniſh Foot, in three 
Companies, under the Command of Franciſco Ver- 
dugo, Andres de Tapia, and Franciſco de Lugo, with 
thirty Horſe, two Pieces of Artillery, and thirty 
Thouſand confederate Indians. Laſtly, he gave the 
Charge of the Attack of Itapalapa to Gonzalo de 
Sandoval, with a hundred and fifty Spaniards, com- 
manded by the Captains Luis Marin, and Pedro de 
Ircio, with two Pieces of Cannon, twenty-four 
Horſe, with all the Troops of Chalco, - Guaxocingo, 
and Cholula, amounting to above forty thouſand 
Men. In this Number of Indians, who ſerved at 
the three Attacks, we follow the Opinion of Her- 
rera; for Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo allows no more 
than 8000 Theſcalans to each of the three Captains, 
and repeats it ſometimes, that they were rather an 
Hindrance, than any Advancement to the Service; 
without telling us what became of ſo many thouſand 
Men as came from all Parts to the Siege of that Ci- 
ty: which plainly ſnews the Vanity he had of at- 
tributing all the Glory of the Action to the Spa- 
niards, in our Opinion without much Diſcretion, 
becauſe it renders that incredible, which he would 
endeavour to extol, when the Truth itſelf needed 
no Addition. 

Or1D and ALvARADO marched together as far 
as Tacuba, where they were to ſeparate, and took 
up their Quarters in that City without any Oppo- 
ſition, the ſame being then abandoned, as were 
all the other Towns upon the Lake, the Inhabitants 
that were able to bear Arms, being all gone to 
Mexico, to defend their Capital, and the reſt re- 
tired to the Mountains, with what Effects _ 

cou 
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could carry off. There they had Intelligence, that 


the Mexicans had formed a conſiderable Body with- 
in half a League of the Town, to cover the Aque- 
ducts which came from the Mountains of Chapulte- 
peque. Guatimozin took this ſeaſonable Precaution, 
as ſoon as he received News of the Motions of 
the Spaniards, to preſerve thoſe Conveyances which 
ſupplied all the Fountains in the City with freſh 
ater.-. -* | | 
THERE appeared on that Side two or three 
Rows of Pipes, made of Trees hollowed, ſup- 
ported by an Aqueduct of Lime and Stone, and 


the Enemy had caſt up ſome Trenches to cover the 


Avenue to it. But the two Captains marched out of 
Tacuba with moſt of their Troops; and tho* they 
met with a very obſtinate Reſiſtance, they drove 
the Enemy from their Poſt, and broke the Pipes 
and Aqueduct in two or three Places, and the Wa- 
ter took its natural Courſe into the Lake. Thus 
Olid and Alvarado began the Siege of this famous 
City, by cutting off their Water, obliging the 


Mexicans to ſeek it at a Diſtance, in the Brooks 


that ran from the Mountains, and to employ their 


People and Canoes in Carriage and Convoys. 


WukN this was over, Olid marched on with his 


Party, and took his Poſt at Cuyoacan ; and Cortes 


allowing what Time he thought ſufficient for San- 
doval to reach Iztapalapa, took upon himſelf the 
Command on the Lake, that he might overſee 
every Thing, and carry Relief where it ſhould be 
neceſſary ; He had. with him Don Fernando, Lord 
of Tezeuco, and his Brother, called Suchel, a young 
Man of Spirit, who was baptized ſoon after, and 
took the Name of Carlos, as a Subject of the Em- 
peror. Cortes left a ſufficient Number of Troops 
in that City, to cover his Place of Arms, and 
make ſome Excurſions to ſecure the Communica- 

| | tion 
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tion of his Quarters. Having diſpoſed all Things 
after this Manner, he embarked, drawing up. his 
thirteen Brigantines in a Line, adorning them with 
Flags and Streamers, and whatever could add to 
the outward Shew, and ſurprize the Enemy by 
the Novelty. | 

His Deſign was to draw near to Mexico; and 
ſhew himſelf Lord of the Lake, and afterwards to 
fall upon Iztapalapa, being under ſome Concern 
for Gonzalo de Sandoval, who had. no Veſſels to diſ- 
lodge the Mexicans from that Part of the City 
which ſtood in the Water, and continually ſerved 
as a Retreat for their Canoes. But in his Return, 
he diſcovered, at a ſmall Diſtance from the City, 
a little INand or Heap of Rocks; a conſiderable 
Height above the Water, on the Top of which 
ſtood a pretty large Caſtle, which the Enemy had 
poſſeſſed themſelves of to no other End; than to 
provoke the Spaniards with ill Language and 
Threats from a Poſt where they thought. themſelves 
out of Danger 'of the Brigantines. Cortes did not 
think it convenient to lcave unpuniſhed this Inſo- 
lence in View of the City, whoſe Terraces and Bal- 
conies were filled with innumerable People, who 
came to ſee the firſt Action of the Fleet; and find- 
Ing his Captains were all of the ſame Opinion, he 
drew near to the Shore of the Iſland, and landed 
with a hundred and fifty. Spaniards, who took two 
or three different Paths that led to the Top. They 
mounted with ſome Difficulty, by Reaſon that the 
Enemy were numerous and made a brave Defence ; 
till deſpairing of being able to make good the 
Eminence, they retired into the Caſtle, where they 
were fo crowded, that they had not Room to ma- 
nage their Arms. Many periſhed, though the 
moſt were ſpared, the Spaniards being unwilling to 
ſtain their Swords in the Blood of thoſe that ſur- 

Vol. II. 2 rendered 


- tines; but when they were diſpoſing themſelves to 


ful and terrible, and ſeemed to cover the Lake. 
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rendered, or to be troubled with the Charge of 
Priſoners. | | . 
Havinc, by this ſhort Enterprize, chaſtized the 
Mexicans, the Spaniards returned to their Brigan- 


make for Iztapalapa, they were obliged to take 
other Meaſures ; for they ſaw ſome Canoes come 
out of Mexico, which advanced upon the Lake, in- 
creaſing continually in Numbers. The firſt that 
advanced, rowing gently, were about five hundred, 
waiting for the reſt to come up; and in a ſhort 
Time, thoſe which came out of the City, and 
others that joined them from neighbouring Places, 
made ſo great a Number, that by the Room they 
took up, it was judged they were about four thou- 
ſand; which Multitude, with the Motion of their 
Feathers and Arms, afforded a Sight both beauti- 


CorTEs drew up his Fleet in the Form of a 
Half-Moon, that he might extend his Front, and 
engage at Liberty: He confided in the Valour of 
his Soldiers, and the Advantage of his Brigantines, 
every one of which was able to make Head againſt 
a great Part of the Enemy's Fleet. With this Aſſu- 
rance he advanced towards the Mexicans, to let 
them ſee he did not decline the Battle; and then 
ordered his Men to lie upon their Oars and reſt, 
that they being refreſhed, he might break in upon 
the Enemy with the greater Force ; for the Calm- 
neſs of the Day left the whole Motion to the Labour 
of the Rowers. The Mexicans did the ſame, and 
perhaps for the ſame Reaſon ; but the Divine Pro- 
vidence, which had ſo often appear'd in favour of 
the Spaniards, ſo ordered it, that there came up 1 
Land-breez ; which taking the Brigantines aſtern, 
gave them all the Force that was neceſſary to fal 
. upon 
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upon the Mexicans: They began the Attack witli 
the Artillery, at a convenient Diſtance z and then 
the Brigantines made up with Sails and Oars; over- 
ſetting all that ſtood in their Way. The Fires 
Arms and Croſs-Bows made their Diſcharges, with- 
out loſing a Shot : The Wind too was favourable, 
_ the Smoke upon the Enemy, blinding them 
after ſuch a Manner, that they were obliged to 
give back, to avoid it; the Brigantines themſelves 
playing their Parts, ſtaving the ſmaller Veſſels, 
whoſe Weakneſs made it eaſy to fink them, with- 
out any Danger from the Shock. The Nobles of 
Mexico, who were in the firſt five hundred Canoes, 
made ſome Oppoſition, but the reſt was all Diſ- 
order and Confuſion, the Canoes running foul on, 
and overſetting one another. The Enemy loft 
moſt of their Men, and their Fleet was intirely 
broke and defeated ; the Brigantines purſuing the 
miſerable Remains with their Canon-Shot, till 
they forced them into the Canals of the City of 
' Mexico. | 7 
Tr1s Victory was of great Moment, on Account 
of the Reputation the Brigantines gained of being 
invincible ; and becauſe it was a great Diſcourage- 
ment to the Mexicans, to ſee themſelves deprived 
of that Part of their Power, which conſiſted in the 
dextrous Management and Swiftneſs of their Ca- 
noes; not for the Number of them that they then 
loſt, which was then inconſiderable, in regard of 
what they had ſtill in Reſerve ; but becauſe they 
were convinced, that they were of no Uſe, and in- 
capable of ſuſtaining the violent Shock of the Bri- 
gantines. The Spaniards remained Maſters of the 
Lake, and Cores failed about the City, firing ſome 
Shot into it, rather by way of Triumph, than for any 
Damage he did the Enemy : Nor was he diſpleaſed 
to behold the Multitude of People that cover'd the 
2 2 Towers 
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Towers and Tops of the Houſes, to ſee the Event 
of the Engagement; on the contrary, he was ſo 
glad to have them Spectators of their own Loſs, 
that though in Reality they were too many, conſi- 


dered as Enemies, he thought them too few, as 


Witneſſes of his Exploit. | 


2 


C HATE XK. 

Cortes goes to view the three Bodies of his 
Troops, as they were poſted on the different 
 Cauſways of Cuyoacan, Iztapalapa, and Ta- 

cuba, and finds that in each Place they had 
Occaſion for the Ajjiſlance of the Brigan- 
tines; whereupon be leaves Four with Gon- 
zalo de Sandoval, Four with Pedro de Al- 


varado, and retires himſelf to Cuyoacan with 
the other Five. 


ORTES choſe a Poſt near Tezeuco, where 

he might paſs the Night, and reſt his Troops 
with ſome Security ; but in the Morning, when the 
Brigantines were preparing to ſail for Itapalapa, 
he diſcovered a conſiderable Number of Canoes, 
that were making the beſt of their Way towards 
Cuyoacan; whereupon he reſolved to carry Succour 
to that Place firſt, where it was immediately wan- 
ted. It was not poſſible to come up with the Ene- 
my's Fleet; but he arrived ſoon after them, at the 
Time when Chriſtoval de Olid was engaged on the 
Cauſway, and obliged to make a Front againſt the 
Enemy that defended it, and to the Canoes on each 
Side, and was on the Point of retiring and loſing 
the Ground he had gained. ade, 
. _ NEcEs- 
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NecxssTyY taught the Mexicans, as much as 
the Art of War could have done, for the Defence 
of their Cauſways. They had drawn up, towards 
ine City, the Bridges that were over the Paſſages, 
by which the Waters of the great Lake diſcharged 
themſelves into the other; and fixing Timbers and 
Planks behind them, in ſuch a Manner that they 
might mount in Ranks to charge from the 'Top, 
they left Trenches at proper Diſtances with Water 
running before them, which obſtructed and made 
e Acceſs difficult. After this Manner they had 
fartified the three Cauſways attacked by the Spa- 


iards, who in each were obliged to take almoſt 


the fame Meaſures to overcome the Difficulty. 
The Fire-Arms, and Croſs-Bows, played upon 


thoſe who appeared above the Trench, whilſt o- 


tiers handed Faſcines to fill the Ditch ; after 
v-hich, they brought up a Piece of Artillery, and 
in a few Diſcharges clear'd the Paſſage, filling up 


the next Ditch with the Ruins of its own Fortifi- 


cation, 5 

OLip had juſt made himſelf Maſter of the firſt 
Mitch, when the Mexican Canoes arrived; but 
on Sight of the Brigantines, all thoſe, on that 
Side, fled with the utmoſt Diligence, and none ſuf- 
iered but thoſe who could not avoid the Reach of 
the Canon: But becauſe the Mexicans on the o- 
ther Side, who thought themſelves ſecure, ſtill con- 
tinued the Egagement, Hernan Cortes ordered the 
Ditch in the Rear of Olid to be widened, to make 
a Paſſage for three or four Brigantines : at the firſt 
Sight whereof, all the Canoes fled, and the Enemy, 
who defended the next Bridge, finding themſelves 
expoſed to the great Shot, from both the Land and 
Water, retired in Diſorder to the laſt Rampart next 


che City. | 
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Tur Night the Troops took ſome Reſt, with- 
put abandoning the Ground they had gained upon 
the Cauſey, and the next Morning continued their 
March with little or no Oppoſition, till coming to 
the laſt Bridge which was at the Entrance into 
Mexico, they Gd it fortified with ſtronger Works, 
Trenches cut in the Streets, and defended by ſuch 
a Multitude of People, that the Enterprize ſeem'd 
hazardous ; but the Difficulty did not appear till 
they were engaged, and it was not proper to retire, 
without doing ſome Execution to terrify the Ene- 
my. The Artillery from the Brigantines made a 
miſerable Slaughter of the People who were in 


Crowds at the Openings of the Streets, whilſt Chri- 
ſtoval de Olid was employed in filling the Ditch, and 
ruining the Fortifications of the Cauſey. Which 


when he had done, he charged the Mexirans who 
defended them, making Room with his Van- guard 
for the Confederate Troops under his Command to 
come up. The Enemy at the ſame Time was ſup- 
ported by Troops from the City, and made an 
obſtinate Reſiſtance on all Sides: but they ſoon loſt 
ſome Ground; and Hernan Cortes, who could not 
bear the Slowneſs with which they retreated, 
landed with thirty Spaniards, and gave ſo much 
Life to the Attack, that the Enemy quickly turned 
their Backs, and the chief Street of Mexico was 
AxorRER Difficulty immediately occurred; for 
the Mexicans that fled, had poſſeſſed them ſelves of 
a Temple near the Entrance into the City, co- 
vering the Towers, Stairs, and all the Out-ſide with 
ſuch Nirnaben⸗ of Men, that the whole Building ap- 
peared like a Hill of Arms and Feathers. They 
defied the Spaniards with as much Boldneſs, as if 
they had been always Conquerors. Cortes, pro- 
voked at their Pride, when they had juſt before 


ſhewn 
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ſhewn ſo much Cowardice, ordered three or four 
Pieces of Artillery to be landed, the firſt Diſcharge 
whereof made them ſenſible of their Danger, and 
the Spaniards were ſoon obliged to point their Can- 
non lower againſt thoſe that fled to the inner Part 
of the City. Thus all that Quarter was forſaken ; 
for thoſe who fought from Windows, and from 
the Tops of the Houſes, went off with the reſt ; 
ſo that the Army advanced, and the Temple was 
gained without any further Oppoſition. | 
TrarT Day the Mexicans ſuſtained a very great 
| Loſs of Men. The Idols were caſt into the Fire, 
and ſerved to make Illuminations for the Victory. 
Hernan Cortes was ſatisfied, that he had gained 
Footing in the City; and finding the Temple ca- 
pable of a more than ordinary Defence, he not 
only reſolved to lodge his Troops there that Night, 
but had Thoughts of maintaining that Poſt, to 
ſtreighten the Enemy, and of removing his Quar- 
ters from Cuyoacan thither. He communicated his 
Deſign to his Captains, with the Reaſons that in- 
duced him to it; but they all unanimouſly repre- 
ſented to him, That as they were ignorant what Pro- 
greſs Gonzalo de Sandoval, and Pedro de Alvarado 
had made, at their Attacks, it would be Raſhneſs to 
run the Riſque of loſing the Paſſage of the Cauſway, 
and at the ſame Time all Hopes of receiving the 
Ammunition and Proviſion which would be neceſ- 
ſary for the Preſervation of the Troops. That they 
were not to truſt to their being brought by the Bri- 
gantines, becauſe thoſe Veſſels could not enter the 
Water-Trenches of that Part, and therefore would be 
forced to land the Provifions at ſuch a Diſtance, 
that they could neither receive, nor tranſport them 
to their Garriſon, without fighting a Battle every 
Time. That they ought to make their Advances 
equally at each Attack, in order to divide the Enemy's 
| 2 4 Forces 
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Forces, and be aſſiſting to each other, until ſuch Tims 


as they ſhould all have taken up their Quarters in the 
City. And laſtly, That the Reſolutions which had 


been taken with the Approbation of all the Captains 
for the carrying on of that Siege, ,ought not to be 
altered without very mature Deliberation ;, nor ought 
they to expoſe themſelves voluntarily to a Danger, 
without a better Reaſon than the Reputation of that 
Day's Victory; the Conſequences of good Succeſs not 
being always to be depended. on, for that, like Flat- 


tery, it very often deceived the Undenſtanding, at the 


ſame Time that it pleaſed the Imagination. Hernan 
Cortes was convinced, that their Advice was good ; 
for it was one of the beſt Qualities, that he eaſily 
forſook his own Opinion, to follow the Dictates of 
Reaſon ; and accordingly the next Day he retir*d to 
Cuyoacan,. protected on each Side by his Brigan- 
tines, ſo that the Enemy durſt nat attempt to difturb 


_ his Marit... 


Taz ſame Day he proceeded to Iztapalapa, 


where he found Gonzalo de Sandoval reduced to the 


laſt Extremity. He had poſſeſſed himſelf of the 
Buildings on the Land, and lodged his Army there, 


fortifying himſelf the beſt he could; but the Ene- 


my, who. retired to that Part that was in the Wa- 
ter, endeavoured from their Canoes to do him all 
the Damage they could. Sandoval had made great 
Havock among thoſe that approached, ruined 


ſome. Houſes, and overthrown Two or Three Suc- 


cours from Mexico, that came to attack him by 
Land; and that Day the Enemy having forſaken a 


large Houſe, which was but little diſtant from the 
Land, he reſolved to ſeize it, in order to inlarge 


his Quarters, and drive the Enemy farther off. He 
made a Paſſage thro? the Water with Faſcines, and 
got into the Houſe with ſome of his People ; but 
he had ſcarce entered, when a great Number of 


Canoes, 
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Canoes, which had lain in Ambuſh, advanced with 
Troops of Swimmers, who flung themſelves into 
the Water, and taking away the Faſcines, cut off 
Sandoval's Retreat ; by which Means they beſieged 
him on all Sides ſhooting at the Spaniards from 
the Terraces and Windows of the neighbouring 
Houſes. 

HE was in this Diſtreſs, when Hernan Cortes ar- 
rived ; who diſcovering that vaſt Number of Ca- 
noes in the Water-ſtreets, which looked towards 
Mexico, made his Brigantines advance with all 
poſſible Speed, and played his Artillery with ſuch 
good Effect, that, terrified by the Deſtruction the 
Balls made, and the Approach of the Brigantines, 
they all fled at once thro* the moſt retired Streets 
in the Town, with a Deſign to get thro' into the 


Lake; and ſuch was their Diſorder, that the Peo- 


ple who were upon the Terraces, crouding into 
the Canoes, ſunk many of them, and the reſt, in 
their Flight, fell in among the Brigantines, as they 
were endeavouring to avoid that Danger. The 
Mexicans ſuſtained ſuch a Loſs that Day, as di- 
miniſhed their Forces conſiderably ; and the Spa- 
wards . afterwards taking a View of that Part of 
the City 'they had poſſeſſed themſelves of, made 
ſome Priſoners, and found a ſufficient Booty, not 
to enrich, but to pleaſe the Soldiers. Cortes per- 
ceived by the Difficulties which GonZalo de Sando- 
val had met with at: IZtapalapa, that it was im- 
poſſible to make uſe of the Cauſway, without firſt 
ruining that Half of the City which was the Re- 
treat of the Mexican Canoes; but becauſe this 
would occaſion a Delay which might be of Dan- 
gerous Conſequence to the other Attacks, he re- 
ſolved to quit that Poſt, and diſpatch Sandoval to 
poſſeſs himſelf of 7. apeaquilla, where there was 
another narrower Cauſway, leſs commodious for 

attacking, 
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attacking, but more advantageous for cutting off 
the Enemy's Proviſions, which they began to want, 
and which were brought to them that Way. This 
Deſign was immediately put in Execution, and 
Sandoval marched by Land, eſcorted by the Bri- 
gantines, till he had got poſſeſſion of the new Quar- 
ters. The Place was forſaken, and he lodged him- 
ſelf there without Reſiſtance, after which Hernan 
Cortes ſailed to Tacuba. | 

ALVARAaDo found this City deſerted, and had 
therefore no Need of a Victory to begin his Ad- 
vances. In his further Progreſs he met with vari- 
ous Succeſs; he beat down the Works, and filled 
up the Ditches after the ſame Manner that Olid had 
done; but tho' he did the Enemy conſiderable Da- 
mage, and had once advanced ſo far as to fire ſome 
Houſes in Mexico, he had loſt Eight Spaniards, when 
Cortes arrived. A Loſs which occaſioned ſome 
— 455 of Regret with the Applauſes of his Va- 
our. 
_ Hernan CorTEs found the Meaſures he had 
taken did not anſwer his Deſigns ; for this way of 
attacking and retreating, conſumed his Time, and 
. Expoſed his Men without any great Advantage, 
and was rather doing Acts of Hoſtility, than ma- 
king a Progreſs. To proceed by the Cauſways was 
very difficult, by reaſon of the Trenches and 
Ditches, which the Mexicans were fortifying every 
Day, and the continual Perſecution of their Ca- 
noes, which always charged in great Numbers 
where-ever the Brigantines quitted; for which Rea- 
ſon he was obliged to think of other Meaſures for 
the facilitating of his Enterprize. | 

He then commanded all Attacks to ceaſe till 
further Orders, and applied himſelf to the provi 
ding ſuch a Number of Canoes, as might ſecure him 
the Dominion of the Lake; to which End he = 

| Iuc 
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ſuch Perſons as he could confide in, to bring all 
the Canoes that remained in the Towns of his 
Allies, with which, and thoſe that came from Te- 
⁊euco and Chalco, he made up ſuch a Number as 
gave freſh Terror to the Enemy. He divided 
them into three Squadrons, manned by Indians, 
who knew how to manage them, under the Com- 
mand of Captains of their own Nation; and ha- 
ving diſtributed this Reinforcement among the Bri- 
gantines, he ſent Four of them to Sandoval, Four 
to Pedro de Alvarado, and he himſelf with the other 
Five joined the Colonel Cbriſtoval de Olid. © 
From that Day the Attacks were carried on with 
much more Eaſe, and a Stop intirely put to the In- 
ſults of the Enemy ; and Hernan Cortes at the ſame 
time ordered the Brigantines, and Canoes to make 
their Rounds on the Lake, and coaſt along the 
Three Cauſways, to hinder the ſupplying of the 
City, by which Means many Veſſels were taken, 
that endeavoured to paſs with Proviſions and Bar- 
rels of Water, and they were informed of the great 
Diſtreſs to which the Beſieged were reduced. Olid 
ſometimes advanced ſo far, as to demoliſh ſome 
Houſes in the Suburbs of the City. Alvarado and 
Sandoval did the ſame at their Attacks ; with which 
good Succeſs, the Face of Affairs intirely changed, 
the Army conceived freſh Hopes, and the meaneſt 
Soldiers facilitated the Undertaking, engaging with 
that chearful Confidence, which looks like Valour, 
and makes thoſe bold who are prepoſſeſſed with a 
Notion of Victory, becauſe they have had the good 
Fortune to be in Company with Conquerors. 


CHAP. 
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The Mexicane wake wſe of various Stranger 
for their Defence: They lay an Ambuſcade 
4 Canoes for the Brigantines. Hernan 
Cortes receives à confiderable Defeat, * 
15 Forced to retire to (L7QRenn, | 


ny HE. Diligence and Induſtry of the Mexicans in 
/ Defence of their City, was not only remark- 
able; but in ſome of its Circumſtances worthy of 
Admiration. *Tis true, they were naturally vali- 
ant, and bred up in Arms, which: was the only 
way to arrive at the greateſt Dignities : But on this 
Occaſion, they did not only ſhew Valour, but 
added military Skill; for they ſtood in Need of 
new Inventions, againſt an Invaſion, by a People, 
whoſe Weapons and Conduct in War were utterly 
unknown in their Country; and they gained ſome 
Advantages, whereby they raiſed the Reputation 
of their good Senſe. We have already related af- 
ter what Manner they fortified their Cauſways 
and what they did afterwards, was no leſs remark+ 
able, when they ſent by round about Ways Ca- 
noes of Pioneers to clear the Ditches which. the Spa- 
niards had been filling up, that they might fall up- 
on them with their whole Force, when they ſhould 
be obliged to retire: A Stratagem which occaſioned 
the Loſs of ſome Soldiers in the firſt Attacks. By 
Degrees they found out another ſtill more re- 
markable; for they acted contrary to their Cuſtom, 
when Occaſion required, and made ſome Sallies by 
Night, only to alarm their Enemies, and fatigue 
them * want of Sleep, that they might — 

Wards 


1 


|; 7, . — _ - 2 : - _— > I N — 5 — 1 


7 

% 6 

/ 1 1 7 
, 


| Y I ) bd G 8 
5 „ ! . % = \ \\ | \ N 8 


2 


2 Pag 349 


- 
Ry 


Book 


W 


N 
N 


\ 


—_— 
—ů—ů 
— — 
— > — 
WH {dd 
\ * . 


— 


SJ 


8 


U 


11 


— ————= 
77 1h lows, N 
. 1 N 
477 % 
"tl N 
7 — 


7 
RL 
4. F 


, 
S 


7 
77, 
1 


7 
/ 


. 

—— ! p 1 * 

= " 

- b | | M 1 TY 
* 

972 

11 2 27 


il 574 
U 


i” 1 725 


' 
TEM 
3% 
I 
| 


0 


C 


N 
S | 


LOA 


, 


D 


" = 
i e, - 
NE 2 
8 —— — 
2 
* 
. — 
5 bl 
. 
| 5 
— — 
= * 
:J — 
=; 0 ol 
1 = 
U 44 - 
= — 
ee } * 
— Fs — 
en 
I! = | 
V. 24 
=> > 4} : 
. 
D 
N ES N a — 
ee 
SI! SE 
DISA | = 
ID DY | 7 
AS ih. 
2 A +8: WL 
I * 
A. NJ . — 
* 
NJ", [1 - 
Ni 
=, 
2 
Lon 
2 
n 
is 
= 
= 
- — 
— 
= 
" 1-8 
\ 1-8 


, = 
4 7 — 
G, = 
; | 

Ty 


2 


— 


rennen nenne 


—5— 
= 


„ 4744: 


_ 
— 22 


4 


fark 


1 


„er 
— * IF + 
A \ 2 
2 $5,050 _ 


> „0 
4% TIL 
1557 
j! 


— p — 


TRAIL 
%%% RR: 


——i 


972 


1910 
1 


Troops. 1 

Bur nothing ſhewed their Induſtry and Tngenui- 
ty more than what they contrived againſt the Bri- 
gantines, whoſe ſuperior Force they endeavoured 
to deſtroy by engaging them ſeparate ; for which 
End they built thirty great Veſſels of that Sort 
which they called Piraguas, but of a larger Size, 
and ftrengthened with great Planks, to receive the 
Shot, and engage under better Shelter. They ſal- 
lied forth in the Night with this Fleet, to poſt 
themſelves behind the Reeds in the Lake, which 
grew ſo high and thick, that they formed, as it 
were, ſeveral Groves impenetrable to the Sight. 


which uſed to cruize about, two at a Time, to pre- 
vent any Relief getting into the City ; and in order 
to entice them to that Wood of Reeds, they 
had provided three or four Canoes laden with Pro- 
viſions as a Bait, having likewiſe fixed a good 
Number of large Stakes in the Water, in hopes ei- 
ther to deſtroy the Brigantines, or to make it eaſier 
to board them. Theſe Contrivances ſufficiently 
. ſhew that they knew how to defend themſelves, 
and offend their Enemies, and that they wanted 
not thoſe Subtilties, which make Men ingenious in 
each other's Deſtruction, and are, in a manner, 
the Rudiments of the military Art, or rather un- 
righteous. Maxims on which the Rights of War are 
founded. 

„Tux next Day two of the four Brigantines that 
attended Sandoval, went out to cruiſe about that 
Part, under the Command of the Captains Pedro de 
Barba, and Juan Portillo. As ſoon as the Mexicans 
ſpyed them, they ſent out their Canoes another 
Way, that being ſeen at a Diſtance, they might 
pretend to fly, and ſo retire among the _ 
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wards: attack them with the Advantage of freſh 


Their Deſign was to draw thither the Brigantines, 
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which was ſo well executed, that the two Brigan- 


tines purſued the Prize with the utmoſt Force of 
their Oars, and ſoon fell in among the hidden 
Stakes, where they were ſo embaraſſed, that they 
could neither go forward nor back ward. 

Ar the ſame time the Enemies Piraguas came 
out, and attacked them on all Sides with deſpe- 
rate Fury. The Spaniards were near being loſt; 
but employing the utmoſt Efforts of their Courage, 
they maintained the Fight, and kept the Enemy in 
Play until ſuch time as certain expert Swimmers, 
by main Strength of Arms, and with Hatchets and 
other Tools, removed thoſe Stakes, among which 
the Brigantines were faſtened ; and our Men be- 
ing thus at Liberty to work their Veſſels, and play 
their Artillery, ſunk moſt of the Piraguas, and fol- 
lowed the reſt as far as the Cannon-Ball would reach. 
The Mexicans ſuffered ſufficiently for their Strata- 
gem, but the Brigantines were very much damaged, 
ſeveral Spaniards wounded, and all very much fa- 
tigued. Captain Juan Portillo was killed valiantly 
fighting, to whoſe indefatigable Bravery the Suc- 
ceſs was chiefly owing ; and Captain Pedro de Barbs 
received ſeveral Wounds, of which he died three 
Days after. Both theſe Loſſes Hernan Cortes greatly 
lamented, and particularly that of Pedro de Bar- 
ba; for in him he loſt a Friend, ever ſteady in 
all Turns of Fortune, and a brave Soldier, with- 
out Arrogance, and diſcreet without being ti- 
morous. | 

Ir was not long before this Diſaſter was revenged; 
for the Mexicans having repaired their Piraguas, 
and reinforced them with new Veſſels of the ſame 
kind, concealed themſelves a ſecond Time among 
the Reeds, fortifying the Avenue with a great Num- 
ber of Stakes, indiſcreetly imagining that the Spa- 
niards would again fall into the ſame Snare, with. 

out 
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out their giving a different Colour to the Deceit. 
Cortes very luckily got Intelligence of this Motion 
of the Enemy, and being extremely deſirous of re- 
venging the Loſs he had ſuſtained as ſoon. as poſ- 
ſibly he could, he ordered ſix Brigantines to file off 
in the Night, and to lie in Ambuſh among another 
Parcel of Reeds not far from the Place where the 
Enemy had hid themſelves; and that making uſe 
of their own Stratagem, one of them ſhould fall 
forth early in the Morning, ſeeming by her different 
Courſes to be in Search of the Canoes laden with 
Proviſions, and afterwards draw as near the con- 
cealed Piraguas, as was neceſſary to let them ſee 
they were diſcovered ; which done, ſhe was to tack 
about, and by a haſty Flight, to entice them to the 
Place of the Counter-Ambuſcade. Every thing 
ſucceeded as could have been wiſhed : the Enem 
ſallied out with their Piraguas in purſuit of the Bri- 
gantine, making after this Prize, (which they 
looked upon as their own) with great Shoutings, 
and greater Speed, till being come within a con- 


venient Diſtance, the other Brigantines ruſned out 


upon them; and before they could poſſibly ſtop, 
or turn about, gave them ſuch a terrible Salute 
Vith all their Artillery, that the very firſt Diſcharge 
overſet a great Part of them, and put the Mexicans, 
who were on board the reſt, into ſuch a Conſterna- 
tion, that before they could recover themſelves to 
think of flying, almoſt all the Piraguas were ſunk 
by the next Volleys, and moſt of the Men pe- 
riſhed : So that not only the Death of Pedro de 
Barba and Juan de Portillo was revenged, but the 
Enemy*s Fleet intirely ruined ; and though Hernan 
Cortes was ſenſible, that he owed to the Mexicans 
the Cunning or Invention of laying Ambuſhes in 
the Water, he had the ſingular Satisfaction of ha- 


ving ſo well imitated them, as to give them a De- 


feat by the Uſe of their own'Stratagem. 
| THe 
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Tux Spaniards had frequent Intelligence of what 
paſſed in the City by the Priſoners they continually 
took; and Cortes finding that Hunger, Thirſt, and 
Want of all Neceſſaries, began to - occaſion Mur- 
murings among the People, and a Difference in 
Opinion among the Soldiers, he applied himſelf 
with the greater Diligence to cut off all Relief from 
the City; and that he might ſtill farther juſtify his 
own Proceedings, he ſent two or three Noblemen, 
who were his Priſoners, to Guatimozin, with Over- 
tures of Peace upon very advantageous Conditions, 
offering to leave him in full Poſſeſſion of his Em- 
3 and all his Granduer, provided he would on- 
y acknowledge the Sovereign Dominion of the King 
of Spain, whoſe Right was already owned among 
the Mexicans by the Tradition of their Anceſtors, 
and the Conſent of ſeveral Ages. This was the 
Subſtance of his Propoſal, which he repeated ſeve- 
ral Times; for, in Reality, it grieved him to de- 
ſtroy ſo beautiful and ſo wealthy a City, which he 
already looked upon as a rich Jewel in his Sovereign's 
Diadem. L Rik 7 | 
. GvaTimozin received the Propoſal made him 
by the Spaniſh General with ſomewhat leſs Pride 
and Arrogance than he was wont; and as ſeveral 
Priſoners afterwards reported, he aſſembled a Coun- 
cil of his chief Officers and Miniſters, together 
with the Prieſts, whoſe Opinions were principally 
con{idered in all publick Affairs. He laid be- 
fore them the miſerable Condition to which the 
„City was reduced; the Numbers they had loſt; 
„the Complaints of the People upon their begin- 
* ning to want; the Deſtruction of their Habita- 


tions; and, laſtly, he deſired their Advice, ex- 
| Inclination to Peace, as was 
« ſufficient to give Room for their Flattery or Re- 


s preſſing as muc 


* ſpe to ſecond him.” This ſo far ſucceeded, 
| that 
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| that all his Officers and Miniſters concluded imme- 
diately to receive the Overtures towards an Accom- 
modation made him by Cortes, leaving it till after- 
wards to conſider of ſuch particular Conditions of 
a Peace, as would be moſt for the Intereſt of the 
State. | | 
Bur the Prieſts poſitively oppoſed all manner of 
Treaty, either feigning to have received ſome An- 
ſwers from their Idols, which gave them 'freſh Aſ- 
ſurances of Succeſs and Victory over their Enemies; 
or, perhaps, what they delivered were not Lies of 
their own Invention, but what they really had re- 
ceived from them; for the Devil at that Time 
was extremely buſy, inſtilling into the Ears of thoſe 
deluded People ſtrange and fallacious Notions, 
though he could not inſpire their Hearts with true 
Courage. 85 

Tre. Opinion of the Prieſts, beiag backed by 
Zeal for Religion, or, if that was wanting, by the 
outward Shew of Piety, ſo far prevailed, that all 
who had Votes concurred with them, and Guati- 
2in, not without much Regret, becauſe he already 
began to preſage his own Ruin, reſolved to _ 
on the War; telling his Miniſters, ** That he aſ- 
* ſuredly would put to Death the firſt Man who 
“ ſhould preſume again to mention Peace, what- 
« ever Diſtreſs the City ſhould be reduced to, 
without excepting even the Prieſts themſelves, 
who were moſt of all obliged to ſupport the 
«* Oracles of their Gods.“ x 

Cok TES being informed of this Determination, 
reſolved to puſh on his Hoſtilities, by the three 
Cauſways at the ſame Time, and to carry Fire and 
Sword into the very Heart of the City; and ſend- 
ing his Orders to the Commanders of the two At- 
tacks of Tacuba and Tapeagquilla, he at the Time 
appointed marched himſelt by the Cauſway of 

You, Ib. A a Cuyoacan, 
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Cuybacan, at the Head of the Troops commanded 
by Chriftoval de Olid. The Enemy had cleared the 
Ditches, and caſt up Works as they were wont to 
do ; but the five Brigantines which were upon that 
Attack, eaſily overthrew their Fortifications at the 
ſame Time that the Ditches were filling UP, and 
the Army advanced without any conſiderable Op- 
poſition, till coming to the laſt Bridge which 
opened upon the Key of the City, they met with 
another ſort of Difficulty. The Indians had broke 
down ſome Part of the Cauſway, to inlarge that 
Ditch, which' was fixty Feet long, and turned into 
- the Water of the Canals, that it might be the 

eeper. f PC | 
On the oppoſite Bank wy had raiſed a Fortifi- 
cation made of Timbers ſtrongly united, and 
covered with Planks, in which there were two or 
three Rows of Loop-holes, with ſome ſort of Tra- 
- verſes, and they had provided a prodigious Mul- 
titude of Men to defend that Polt; but the firſt 
Diſcharges of the Artillery deftroyed all that For- 
tification, and the Enemy having ſuffered much by 
the Fall thereof, and finding themſelves expoſed to 
the murdering Balls, retired into the City without 
turning their Arg or ceaſing their Menaces. Thus 
they left the Shore free, and Cortes, unwilling to 
loſe a Moment, immediately ordered the Spaniards 
to poſſeſs themſelves of it, making Ufe of his 
Brigantines, and the Canoes of his Confederates, to 
land his Men; and the Horſe paſs'd the ſame 
Ways with three Picces of Artillery, which he 

thought ſufficient for that Day's Service. 
Berore Cortes advanced againſt the Enemy, 
who were till poſted behind the Trenches made 
acroſs the Streets, he ordered the Treafurer Julian 
de Alderete to ſtay there, and fill up and ſecure that 
Ditch; and the Brigantines to draw near by the 
oreat 
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great Canals, to the Place where the Action was, 
and do what Damage they could to the Enemy. 
The firſt Engagement preſently began, and Julian 
de Alderete hearing the Noiſe of the Battle, and ſee- 
ing the Advances of the Spaniards, looked upon 
the Employment of filling up a Ditch to be very 
little honourable, when his Companions were fight- 
ing; and inconſiderately advanced to join the reſt, 
leaving that Charge to another of his Company, 
who either did not know how to perform it, or 
elſe would not take upon him a Piece of Work 
which was thought diſhonourable by him who com- 
mitted the Care of it to him ; ſo that all the Men 
under his Conduct followed him to the Engage- 
ment; and that Ditch, which, at the Time of the 
Attack, had been thought impratticable, remained 
intirely abandoned. ͤßTrF 
Tux Mexicans reſolutely ſtood the firſt Charge. 
It coſt the Spaniards no ſmall Trouble, and ſome 
Blood, to make themſelves Maſters of their Trenches, 
and the Hazard was ſtill greater, when they had 
paſs'd the ruined Buildings, and were obliged to 
defend themſelves from the Arrows and Darts of 
the Enemy, which came pouring on them from 
the Tops of the Houſes and Windows; but in the 
very Heat of the Engagement, there appeared a 
ſudden Slackneſs in the Enemy, which ſeemed to 
be the Effect of ſome new Order; for they haſtily 
quitted the Ground which they had defended. | 
Tr1s Change, as was then ſuppoſed, and after- 
wards appeared, proceeded from Guatimozin's be- 
ing informed, that the great Ditch was abandoned; 
whereupon he ordered his Commanders to preferve 
their Troops, and to fall upon the Spaniards in their 
Retreat. Cortes ſuſpected this Motion of the Enemy, 
and in regard that he had but barely Time enough 
now to return to his Quarters before Night, he be- 
= A a 2 gan 


chem. Cortes was left with ſome of his own People 
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gan his Retreat, ordering firſt ſome Houſes to be 


et on Fire and deſtroyed, in order to -prevent 


their receiving any Damage from them on the next 


Bur they had ſcarce began to march, before 
their Ears were ſtunned with the terrible and melan- 
choly Sound of the Sacred Trumpet, ſo called by 
the Mexicans, becauſe it was not permitted to- any 
but the Prieſts to ſound it, and that only when 
they denounced War, and animated the People on 
the Part of their Gods. The Sound was vehe- 
mently loud and ſtrong, and the Tune compoſed 
of diſmal and unharmonious Notes, which inſpired 


thoſe Barbarians with a new kind of ſavage Rage, 


ſuch as made them deſpiſe Life through a Motive 
of Religion. Next followed the intolerable Din of 
their hideous Outcries;z and when the Army march'd 
out of the City, there fell upon the Rear, which 
was brought up by the Spaniards, an incredible 
Multitude of their moſt reſolute Warriors, pick'd 
out of the whole Army for this Action, which had 
been before contrived. The Fire-Arms and Croſs- 
Bows faced about, and made Head, and Cortes, 
with the Cavalry, endeavoured to put a Stop to 
the Enemy; but being informed of the Difficulty 
of the Ditch, which hindered the Retreat, he would 


have formed his Battalions, and could not ; becauſe 


the Confederates, who had received Orders to re- 


tire, being the firſt that came to the Ditch, preci- 


pitated themſelves into it in the greateſt Confuſion 
imaginable; ſo that his Orders were either not 
heard, or not obeyed. 7 TID 
Many got over to the Cauſway in the Brigan- 
tines and Canoes, but many more flung themſelves 
into the Water, where they found whole Troops of 
Mexican Swimmers, who either wounded, or drown'd 


to 
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to maintain the Fight, his Horſe was killed under 
him with Arrows, and Captain Franciſco de Guz- 
nan alighting to give him his, was taken Priſoner, 
without any Poſſibility of being reſcued. Cortes at 
laſt got to the Brigantines, and returned to his 
Quarters wounded, and little leſs than defeated, 
without receiving any Comfort, or thinking him- 
ſelf any Ways recompenſed by the great Slaughter 
of the Mexicans. Above forty Spaniards were taken 
alive, to ſerve as Sacrifices to their Idols; one Can- 
non was loſt, above a thouſand Tlaſcalans were 
killed, and there was ſcarce any one Spaniard that 
was not hurt. This was in reality a very terrible 
Blow, the Conſequences of which Cortes was very 
ſenſible of, but he would not ſuffer his Countenance 


cover too much the Greatneſs of the Misfortune : 
A hard and inevitable Tafk attending the Com- 
manders of Armies, who are obliged in all Adver- 
ſities to conceal their inward Concern, and to ap- 
pear with an outward Air of Tranquillity ! 


1— 
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| The Mexicans celebrate their Victory with the 
Sacrifice of the Spaniſh Priſoners. Guati- 
mozin terriſies the Confederates, and occa- 
ſons many of them to forſake Cortes; but 
they return in greater Numbers, and it 1s 


reſolved to make Lodgments within the City, 


DARN OVAL and Alvarado entered the City at 
the ſame Time, and met with the ſame Oppo- 
ſition, with very little Difference in the Succeſs of 
their Attacks; they gained Bridges, filled up 

„ Aa 3 Ditches, 


to ſpeak the Grief of his Heart, left it ſhould dif- . 


358 The HISTORY of the Book V. 
Ditches, forced their Way into the Streets, deſtroy'd 
Houſes, and were ſet * in their Retreat with 
the utmoſt Fury of the Enemy. But they did not 
meet with the Misfortune of the great Ditch, and 
therefore their Loſs was leſs; though in both At- 
tacks they loſt about twenty Spaniards, which 
makes up the Account of thoſe who ſay, that Cor- 
tes loſt above ſixty of his own People in the Action 
of Cayoacan. | 2 

Taz Treaſurer, Julian de Alderete, conſidering 
the Damage which his Breach of Orders had occa- 
ſioned, was ſenſible of his Offence, and haſtened 
to the General's Preſence with much Sorrow, offer- 
ing his Head to atone for his Crime, who gave 
him a very ſevere Reprimand, without any farther 

Puniſhment; not thinking it proper, at that Junc- 
ture, to diſcourage the Soldiers by inflicting upon 
that Officer the Chaſtiſement which he merited. 
Cortes was obliged at this Time to ſuſpend the of- 
fenſive War, and contented himſelf with blocking 
up the Place more cloſely, and ſtreightning the 
Enemy in their Proviſions, that he might take 
Care of the Wounded, whoſe Numbers far exceeded 
thoſe who were unhurt. . 
VUyo this Occaſion they were ſenſible of the 
ſingular Gift of a private Soldier, named Juan Ca- 
talan, who without any other Medicine than a little 
Oil, and certain Words and Benedictions, cured 
their Wounds in ſo ſhort a Time, that it did not 
look like the Work of Nature. The Vulgar cal 
this kind of Surgery, curing by Enſalmo, without 
any other Reaſon for it, than the having heard ſome 
Verſes out of the Pſalms among the Bleflings: A 
Skill or Profeſſion which Morality does not always 
allow, and which js ſometimes permitted after 2 
very ſtrict Examination. However, in this Caſe, 
it would be no Preſumption to look upon ſuch 4 
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marvellous Effect as the Work of Heaven, the 
Grace of Healing being one of thoſe Gifts God is 
pleaſed ſometimes, of his mere Goodneſs, to con- 
fer upon Man: Nor is it reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
there ſnould be any Concurrence of the evil Spirit 
in the Means of curing ſo many Spaniards, when 
that Enemy was endeavouring at the ſame Time to 
deſtroy them by the Suggeſtions of his Oracles. 
Herrera ſays, that this wonderful Cure was wrought 
by a Spaniſh Woman, called Jſabel Rodriguez ; but 
we rather chuſe to follow Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo, 
who was then upon the Spot ; and notwithſtanding 
it is certainly a great Misfortune to an Hiſtorian to 
meet with theſe Contradictions in Authors, yet he 
is not always obliged to diſcuſs and canvaſs them 
for the Fa& being undeniable, it is of ſmall Im- 
portance to know who was the Inſtrument of doing 
It, | | 
Bor let us return to the Mexicans, who cele- 
brated their Victory with great Rejoicings. That 
Night the Spaniards ſaw from their Quarters, all 
the Temples of the City crowned with innumera- 
ble Lights, and Veſſels of Perfumes, and in the 
principal Temple, dedicated to the God of War, 
they heard the Sound of Military Inſtruments” in 
ſeveral Concerts, which were not altogether diſa- 
greeable. With theſe pompous Preparations, they 
celebrated the Sacrifice of thoſe miſerable Spaniards 
who were taken alive, the Blood of whoſe: leaping 
Hearts, ftill warm, was ſprinkled upon their hor- 
rible Idol, while thoſe wretched Victims, with their 
lateſt Breath, were calling upon the God of Truth. 
This was ſuppoſed to be the Occaſion of that ex- 
traordinary Solemnity, and the Fires gave ſo great 
a Light, that the Motion of the People was per- 
ceived ; but ſome Soldiers went ſo far as to affirm, 
that they could diſtinguiſh the Voices, and knew 
e "> a 
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the particular Men. A diſmal Spectacle, which 


affected the Imagination ſtill more than it did the 
Eye! and the Conſideration was ſo melancholy and 
moving, that Cortes himſelf could not refrain from 
ſhedding Tears; nor thoſe who were with him, 
forbear following his Example. : 


Tae Advantage they had gained, joined to the 


Satisfaction of having appeaſed their God of War, 
by the Sacrifice of ſo many Spaniards, ſo far raiſed 
the Pride of the Mexicans, that the very ſame 
Night, a little before Break of Day, they advanced 
by the three Cauſways to beat up the Quarters, 
with a Deſign to ſet Fire to the Brigantines, and to 
complete the Deſtruction. of thoſe People, whom 
they, with good Reaſon, concluded to be either 
wounded, or quite ſpent with Fatigue; but they 
knew not how to conceal their Motion ; for the in- 
fernal Trumpet, which inſpired them with ſo much 
Fury, turning their Deſpair into religious Worſhip, 
gave Notice of their Approach, and the Spaniards 
were ſo well prepared to receive them, that they 
were repulſed by the Artillery of the Brigantines, 


and ſome Pieces which were mounted at their 


_ Lodgment, which playing along the Cauſways upon 
thoſe Throngs of People, ſufficiently chaſtiſed them 
for their Preſumption. 

Tag next Day Guatimozin employed ſeveral Ar- 
tifices (ſuggeſted to him by his own Ingenuity) 
which the moſt ſkilful in Military Affairs are wont 
to value themſelves upon. He gave out, that 
Cortes had been killed in his Retreat on the Cauſ- 
way, thereby giving the People Hopes, that they 
ſhould ſhortly be delivered from their Oppreſſors; 
he ſent the Heads of the ſacrificed Spaniards to all 


the neighbouring Towns, that thoſe Tokens of his 


Victory might bring thoſe who had fallen off from 


him back to their Obedience; and laſtly, he * 
b That 
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That their ſupreme Deity, the God of War, being 
appeaſed by the Heart's Blood of thoſe their Ene- 
mies, had informed him, in an intelligible Voice, 
that the War ſhould be at an End in eight Days, 
and that all ſhould infallibly periſh who neglected 
this Advice. This he invented, concluding, that 
he ſhould quickly make an End of all the Spaniards; 
and he found Means to ſend ſeveral Perſons un- 


known into the Enemies Quarters, who ſpread theſe 


Threatnings of his God among the Indian Nations, 


which ſerved againſt him. A notable Contrivance + 


intirely to deject the Spirits of thoſe People, already 


diſheartned by the Death of ſo many Spaniards, 


and the dreadful Slaughter of their own Troops, 
the Multitude of the Wounded, and the great 
Concern of their Commanders! 

Taz Oracles of that Idol had ſuch an eftabliſh*d 
Reputation among the moſt diſtant Nations, that 
the Indians were eaſily perſuaded of the Infallibility 
of thoſe Threats; the Number of eight Days, ſo 
preſciſely limited for the fatal Period of their 
Lives, having ſuch an Effect upon their Imagina- 
tion, that they reſolved immediately to quit the 
Army; and during the two or three firſt Nights, 
the greateſt Part of the Confederate Troops aban- 
doned their Quarters; and that ſenſeleſs Appre- 
henſion was ſo powerful among thoſe Nations, that 
even the Tlaſcalans and Tezeucans disbanded with 
the ſame Diſorder, either becauſe they really feared 
the Oracle as well as the reſt, or that they were 
led away by the Example of thoſe who did. None 
remained behind, except the Commanders and 
Men of Note, who, perhaps, were as much afraid 


but if they were, they {till valued their Lives leſs 


than their Honour. | 
Tus unlooked for Accident was a freſh Afflic- 
tion to Cortes, as almoſt cauſing him to deſpair of 


the 
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the Succeſs of his Enterprize; but the Moment 
that he was acquainted with the Occaſion of that 
ſudden Change, he ſent their own Commanders 
after the Fugitives to ſtop them, temporizing with 
their Fear, till ſuch Time as the eight Days, aſſign'd 
by the fallacious Oracle, being paſt, they might be 
ſenſible of the Impoſture and Falſity of the Pre- 
diction, and better diſpoſed to return to the Army. 
This notable Contrivance of Cortes had the deſired 
Effect; for when the eight Days were expired, the 
Indians became capable of Perſuaſion, and having 
fully recovered "> their Fright, returned to 
their Quarters. with freſh Vigour and Reſolution. 

Don HERN AN DO, Prince of Tezeuco, ſent his 
Brother to bring back thoſe of his Nation ; who 
returned with them, and ſome new Levies that were 
coming to join the Army. 

Tur Tlaſcalan Deſerters, who were of the meaneſt 
ſort of People, did not dare to proceed on their 
Journey, for fear of expoſing themſelves to a cer- 
tain Puniſnment; but waited to ſee the Event of 
the Prediction, with a Deſign to join ſuch of their 
Nation, as ſhould have the good Fortune to eſcape 
after the imaginary Defeat : But at the ſame Time 
that they were undeceived of their vain Credulity, 
they had the good Luck to have an Opportunity 
of incorporating themſelves with a Reinforcement 
that was coming from Tlaſcala, and were the better 
received in the Army upon their Return. 

Tuis Increaſe of Forces, and the great Noiſe 
the Diſtreſs of the Capital City made in the neigh- 
bouring Countries, prevailed with ſeveral Nations 
who had till then been either Enemies, or Neuters, 
to declare in Favour of the Spaniards. One of the 
moſt conſiderable was the Nation of the Otomies, a 
fierce untamed People, who, after the Example oi 


Beaſts, preſerved their Liberty amongſt — 
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and Mountains, and had hitherto kept themſelves 

free from the Subjection of the Mexican Empire, 
without any other Fortification than the Miſery and 
Sterility of their Country, which afforded no Temp- 
tation to a Conqueror. Thus Cortes once more 
found himſelf at the Head of an Army of upwards - 
of two. hundred thouſand Men, paſling, in a few 
Days from a terrible Storm to an agreeable Calm; 
attributing, as he always did, this wonderful and 
ſudden Change to the immediate Finger of God, 
whoſc ineffable Providence often permits Adver- 
ſities, to awaken in the Minds of Men the Senſe of 
his Bounties and Benefits. . | 

Tre Mexicans were not idle during this Suſpen- 
ſion of Arms, to which the Spaniards were reduced. 

They made frequent Sallies, beating up the Spanyfh 
Quarters both by Night and Day, and were always 
repulſed with great Loſs, without either damaging 
or terrifying their Enemies: By ſome of the laſt 
Priſoners Cortes was informed of the great Diſtreſs 
the City was in; that the Soldiers were diſſatisfied, 
and the People reduced to Extremity for Want of 
Bread and Water; that abundance of People died 
by drinking the brackiſh Water of their Pits; and 
that the inconſiderable Quantity of-Proviſions they 
got by the Means of thoſe Canoes which had eſcaped 
the Brigantines, were equally divided among the 
Nobles, and became an additional Subject of Im- 
patience and Diſcontent to the Populace, whoſe 
Clamours began to give ſome Suſpicion of their 
Fidelity : Upon which Intelligence, Cortes aſſembled 
his Captains to conſult what was moſt proper to be 
done in the preſent Situation of Affairs. 

He repreſented to them the ſmall Hopes he had 
that Want would oblige the Beſieged to ſurrerider, 
becauſe of the implacable Hatred they bore the 
Spaniards, and of thoſe Anſwers of their Idols, ee 
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which the Devil fomented it. He gave his own 
Opinion, that it was beſt to proceed immediately to 
Action, for the Reaſon he had alledged, and for 


fear the Allies ſhould again deſert him; a People 


eaſily moved, and who, as they were ſerviceable in 
the Day of Battle, were endangered by the Idleneſs 
of Quarters, being always deſirous to engage, and 
not capable of conceiving that the Siege they were 


then carrying on was a real War, or that, in thoſe 


Intervals between the Attacks, any Detriment was 
done to the Enemy. 55 N | 

Tnxy were unanimouſly of Opinion, to conti- 
nue to make Aſſaults, without quitting the Siege; 
and Cortes, who was ſenſible, by the Succeſs of the 
laſt Engagement, how much he ſuffered in his Re- 
treats, always expoſed to the utmoſt Fury of the 


Enemy, reſolved to leave ſtrong Garriſons in his 


Quarters, and in the Place of Arms, and make a 
general Attack by the three Cauſways at once, in 
order to take Poſts within the City, which were to 
be maintained at all Hazards; each Body endea- 
vouring to advance as far as the great Square cal- 
led Tlateleuco, where they were to join and act as 
Occaſion ſhould require. The Enterprize upon 
Mexico would have been much forwarder, or per- 
haps quite over, if they had taken this Reſolution 
at the Beginning: But human Prudence and Fore- 
ſight is ſo limited and confined, that it is no ſmall 
Token of Judgment, to be inſtructed by Miſcar- 
riages and ill Succeſs; and Men are very often 
obliged to found their juſt Maxims of Conduct 
upon the Correction of Errors. 
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EH 
Cortes carries on his three Attacks at once. 
The whole Army joins in the great Square of 
Mexico, called Tlateleuco. Guatimozin 
retires to the fartheſt Part of the City. 
The Mexicans make ſeveral Efforts, and 
uſe divers Stratagems, to divert the Spa- 
niards, | | 


9 having made Proviſion of Water, 
Victuals, and whatever elſe was neceſſary for 
the Subſiſtence of his Troops inca City where all 
Things were wanting, the three Captains, at the 
Dawning of the appointed Day, marched out of 
their reſpective Quarters; Pedro de Alvarado from 
Tacuba, Gonzalo de Sandoval from Tapeaquilla, and 
the General himſelf, with the Body of Troops 
commanded by Chriſtoval de Olid, from Cuyoacan ; 
each of them having his Brigantines and Canoes to 
ſupport him. They found the three Cauſways in a 
Poſture of Defence, the Bridges drawn up, and 
the Ditches all cleared and guarded with ſuch an 
enormous Multitude of Men in Arms, as if the 
War had been but that Day begun. All theſe Dif- 
ficulties they however ſurmounted with the ſame 
Induſtry as they had done all the reſt; and after 
ſome not very conſiderable Detention, the three 
Bodies, much about the ſame Time, arrived in the 
City: They eaſily gained the ruined Streets, by 
Reaſon they were but faintly defended by the Enemy, 
whoſe main Dependance was upon thoſe where the 
| Tops of the Houſes were all manned. All that the 
Spaniards attempted the firſt Day, was only to 
lodge themſelves, each Body fortifying their Quar- 


ters 


| 
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ters with the Ruins of the Houſes in the beſt Man- 


ner they could, but depending chiefly-upon the Vi- 


gilance of their Centinels. 
This new Method of Proceeding cauſed great 
Trouble and Confuſion among the Mexicans,. and 


intirely broke all the Meaſures they had taken to 


charge the Spaniards in their Retreat. The Ru- 
mour of it was ſoon ſpread throughout Mexico, the 
Danger greatly magnified, and every one*s Thoughts 
were employed about providing ſome ſpeedy Re- 


medy againſt the impending Evil; and the Mini- 


ſters and Nobles inſtantly repaired to Guatimozin's 
Palace, and, by their preſſing Intreaties, prevailed 
with him to retire that very Night to a more diſtant 
Part of the City. Councils were continually held, and 
the Opinions were various and different; being either 
bold and reſolute, or timorous and dejected, ac- 


cording as the Underſtanding followed the Dictates 


of the Heart. Some voted, that the King, for the 
Security of his Royal Perſon, ſhould immediately 
be conveyed to ſome Place leſs expoſed; others 
were for fortifying that Part of the City where the 
Court then was; and others propoſed, that the firſt 


Step they took, ſhould be to uſe their utmoſt Ef- 


torts to diſlodge the Enemy from the Poſts they 


had poſſeſſed themſelves of. Guatimozin inclined to 


the Advice of thoſe who expreſſed the greateſt Re- 
ſolution; ſo that, rejecting all Thoughts of aban- 
doning Mexico, he declared, that he was fully de- 
termined to ſhare his Fate with his People; and that 
Moment gave Orders, that Preparation ſhould be 
made to attack the Enemy in their Quarters at Day- 
break, with the whole Remainder of his Forces. 
To this Purpoſe, the Chiefs, with all poſſible Ex- 
pedition, aſſembled all their Troops, which were 


divided into three Bodies, with the Deſign of ex- 


erting 
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erting their laſt Strength, in this definitive Effort, 
to the total Deſtruction of the Spaniards. Soon after 
the Dawning of the Morning, the Enemy preſented. 
themſelves within Sight of the three Lodgments, 
whither the News of their Motions was already ar- 
rived, but the Artillery, which played upon the 
Avenues, made ſuch a terrible Slaughter in their 
Vanguard, that they durſt not advance to put their 

Orders in Execution, and were ſoon convinced, that 
their Attempt was wholly impracticable: So that, 

without venturing near enough to come to handy 
Blows, they began to give back, endeavouring to 
make what was a real Flight be looked upon only 
as an orderly Retreat; but that Motion, as it was 
ſlow in the Front, gave the Spaniards an Opportu- 

nity to advance, till they could uſe their Weapons 
upon the terrified Indians; inſomuch, that without 
any other Trouble than what they were at in the 
Purſuit, they intirely routed and diſperſed the 
Enemy, and bettered their Quarters for the enſuing 
Night. | F 5 

HowEveR, the Difficulties which the Spaniards 
had to encounter afterwards, were ſtill greater, be- 
ing obliged, as they advanced, to deſtroy Houſes, 
to level Works, and to fill up the Ditches which 
were cut croſs every Street. All this was neverthe- 
leſs ſo happily, and ſo expeditiouſly effected, that in 
leſs than four Days, the three Leaders came- in 
Sight of the Tlateleuco, which was the Centre whi- 
ther, by different Lines, they had all directed their 
Courſe. „ 

PrDRO DE ALVARAPDO was the firſt who arri- 
ved at that ſpacious Square, where he found the 
Enemy, who ſtill had retreated before him, endea- 
vouring to draw up in Battle Array, and to make 
a Stand; but he gave them not Time to do as they 
intended, neither was it indeed an eaſy _— — 
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thoſe Indians, when they were once in Diſorder, to. 


return to a Charge ; ſo that, at the very firſt Onſet 


they abandoned the Ground, and, in great Confu- 


ſion and Precipitation, retired to the Streets on the 


oppoſite Side. Alvarado, being now at Leiſure to 


look about him, obſerved that there was at a ſmall 
Diſtance, a very large Temple, the Towers and 
Aſcent whereof were poſſeſſed by the Enemy ; and 
thereupon he immediately detached ſome Compa- 
nies to drive them from thence, and to poſt them- 
ſelves there, in order to ſecure his Rear; which Or- 
ders, with little or no Difficulty, they ſoon 4A 
formed, by reaſon that the Indians who were left to 
defend that Poſt, were already retiring, after the 


Example of the reſt. He then, in order to- make 


his Lodgment, drew up his Troops into one Body, 


making a Smoke from the Top of the above-men- 


tioned Temple, either as a Signal for the other 
Captains, his Friends, to know where he was, or, 
by that Means, to gain their Applauſe for his ſuc- 
ceſsful Diligence. | 

Soo after came up, by a different Avenue, the 
Detachment properly belonging to Chriſtoval de 
Olid, but then under the Command of General Cor- 
tes himſelf; and the confuſed Throng of Mexicans 
which fled before him into that Square, fell in upon 
the Battalion which Alvarado had, though with an- 
other Deſign, juſt before drawn up in Order of 
Battle ; where thoſe Wretches, being attacked on 
every Side, moſt of them periſhed ; And the like 
Fate attended thoſe who were driven in thither 
by Gonzalo. de Sandoval, who likewiſe preſently 
after arrived. | | | 

THost of the Enemy who had retired to the 
Streets which led to the other Parts of the City, 
perceiving that the whole Force of the Spaniards 


was united, ran away with the utmoſt Precipi- 


/ tation 


tation to defend the Perſon of their Prince, believing 
themſelves now come to the laſt Conflict; whereby 
the Spaniſh General had an Opportunity to lodge 
himſelf to the beſt Advantage without any Oppoſi- 
tion or Interruption: Which he did, and poſted 


ſome Companies in the adjacent Streets to ſecure his | 


Quarters from the Enemies Inſults, ordering the 
Commanders of the Brigantines and Canoes to ply 
continually about the three Cauſways, and to give 
him Notice of whatever ſhould occur worth Obſer- 
vation. 1 

Ir was at the ſame Time abſolutely requiſite to 


clear the Place from the dead Bodies; and ſeveral 


Companies of the Confederate Indians were em- 
ployed to caſt them into the Canals of thoſe Streets 
where the Water was deepeſt; but thoſe Indians 
had Spaniſh Overſeers and Commanders, to prevent 
their running away with their wretched Burdens to 


make a Banquet of human Fleſh, which was the 


deteſtable Solemnity with which thoſe miſguided 
People were ever wont to conclude the Celebration 
of their Victories: Notwithſtanding which Precau- 
tion, it was not poſſible wholly to prevent that 


Abomination, yet they obſtructed its Exceſs, and 


diſguiſed that Toleration under the Maſk of Igno- 
rance. | 25 

Tnis Night ſeveral Parties of miſerable Peaſants, 
more than half dead with Famine, came to the 
Quarters to ſurrender themſelves, giving up their 
Liberty for Subſiſtence ; and notwithſtanding it 


was gi rally ſuſpected that they had been diſmiſſed 


as uſelez; Mouths, yet their deplorable Condition 
raiſed ſuch Commiſeration in all the Beholders, that 
the General ordered them ſome Refreſhment, that 
they might be enabled to ſeek their Livelihood 
abroad in the Country. | 
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Tux next Morning all the Streets within the 
Enemy's Diſtrict were filled with armed Indians, 
but they were poſted there only to cover thoſe 
who were working upon the Fortifications, which 
they were making for their ultimate Retreat; and 
Cortes perceiving that they did not attempt any 
Hoſtilities, nor by any of their uſual Infults offer 
to provoke him, ſuſpended the Attack which he 
at firſt had determined, being inclined once more 
to offer them Peace, as ſuppoſing that they might 
be now diſpoſed to come to an Accommodation, 
or at leaft, that they would be convinced that he 
did not thirſt after their Deſtruction, ſince he prof- 
fered them favouable Conditions at a Juncture when 
his whole Power was united in the very Heart of their 
City, the greateſt Part whereof was already in his 
Poſeſſion. The Meſſage was carried by three or 
four of the principal Priſoners, and Cortes was im- 
patiently waiting for an Anſwer, as not doubtin 
but that the Propoſal would be gladly received, 
becauſe it was obſerved that thoſe Multitudes of the 
Populace who were wont to be always ready to 
advance to defend the Streets, were intirely with- 
drawn. 

TE Quarter to which Guatimozin with his Mi- 
niſters, Nobles, and Soldiery, was retired, was a 
very ſpacious Angle of the City, the greateſt Part 
whereof was defended by its bordering upon the 
Lake; and the reſt, which was at no great Diſtance 
from the great Square of Tlateleuco, was at every 
Avenue fortified by a ſort of ſtrong Wall, made 
of huge Planks and Faſcines, which reached the 
Buildings on either Side of thoſe reſpective Streets, 
before each of which was a broad and deep Ditch 
full of Water, which they had dug acroſs the 
Streets to give a Current to the Waters of the _ | 
| nals. 
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nals. The enſuing Morning Cortes, followed by the 
greateſt Part of the Spaniards, marched out to view 


the Ground, which the Enemy had forſaken, and 


advanced till he came within Sight of thoſe Fortifi- 
cations, which he found covered with an incredible 
Multitude of Men in Arms, but who yet ſeemed 
to be diſpofed to Peace; for they neither ſounded 
their warlike Inſtruments, nor made the accuſtomed 
Outcries. The General drew back, and returned 
ſeveral times with the Spaniards, without once of- 
fering to moleſt or provoke them ; and it appeared 
that the Mexicans had Orders to do the like, be- 
cauſe they ſtill pointed their Weapons downwards, 
ſignifying, by their Silence, and Stilneſs, that the 
Treaty which occaſioned that ſort of Truce was no 
way diſagreeable to them. | 

IT was very remarkable upon this Occaſion with 


what Care they endeavoured to diſguiſe their Di- 


ſtreſs, and conceal the Neceſſities under which they 
laboured, and what Oſtentation they uſed to make 
the Spaniards believe, that notwithſtanding they 


had no Averſion to the Overtures of Peace, it was 


not through Want of Means or Courage to proſe- 
cute the War, that they were willing to accept 
it. They ſat in publick upon the Werks to eat, 
and flung Cakes of Maiz among the common 
People, to ſhew that they had Plenty of Proviſions; 
and from time to time ſeveral of their Chiefs ſal- 
lied out, and challenged the ſtouteſt Champion of 
the Spaniards to a ſingle Combat: But thoſe Chal- 
lengers did not long continue there, ſoon retiring 
in again, as well pleaſed with the Bravado, as they 
could have been with the Victory, had they ob- 
tained it. One of them indeed advanced near the 


Place where Cortes ſtood, and by the Ornaments of 


his Nakedneſs, ſeemed to be a Perſon of ſome Di- 
ſtinction; his Arms were a Sword and Buckler of 
Bb2 one 
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one of the Spaniards, whom they had ſacrificed. 
This Indian, with the greateſt Arrogance, perſiſted 


in his Defiance, inſomuch that Cortes, quite out of 


Patience with his Noiſe, and preſumptuous Beha- 


viour, ordered his Interpreter to tell him, That 


« if he would bring ten others like himſelf, he 


&* would give Leave to that Spaniard (pointing to 


% his Page, who bore bis Shield) to engage them all 
« at once.” The Mexican was not inſenſible of 
the Contempt ; but, without ſeeming to take any 
Notice of it, continued his Defiance with ftill 
greater Inſolence; and the Page, whoſe Name was 
Fuan Nunez de Mercado, a Youth about fixteen, or 
at moſt ſeventeen Years of Age, ſuppoſing that 


this Affair regarded him, ſince his Maſter had di- 


rectly pointed him out, without being obſerved 
got out of the Croud, and, making the beſt Shift 
he could to get over the Ditch, attacked the 


Challenger, who ſtood ready prepared; but the 


Page, receiving the firſt Blow upon his Shield, at 
the ſame Inſtant gave his Adverſary ſo bold and 
vigorous a Thruſt, that, without needing a ſecond 
Wound, he brought him down dead upon the 
Spot. This Action was greatly applauded by the 


Spaniards, and admired by the Enemy. The Page, 


immediately after his Exploit, returned, and threw 
down the Sword and Buckler of the vanquiſhed 
Mexican at the General's Feet, who was ſo highly 

leaſed with ſuch early Valour, that he embraced 
kim with great Tenderneſs, and, with his own 
Hand, girt on upon him that Sword which with 
ſuch Bravery he had won, and enhanced the Repu- 
tation which he had acquired by his Merit, by ad- 
mitting him, though ſo young, into the Converſa- 


tion of the graveſt and moſt diſtinguiſned Perſons 


- 


in the Army. 
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Dvxine the three or four Days Suſpenſion of 
Arms, Guatimozin held ſeveral Councils to deli- 
berate- on the Overtures of Peace which had been 
made him, and the Majority voted for the ad- 
mitting the Treaty, being ſenſible of the miſerable 
Condition to which they were already reduced; 
while others, conforming their Suffrages to the In- 
clination of their Sovereign, ſhewed themſelves. 
willing to continue the War; but the deteſtable 
idolatrous Prieſts, whoſe Opinions were looked up- 
on by thoſe deluded People as the immediate and 
abſolute Commands of their falſe Deities, ſupported 
the leſſer Number, aſſuring Victory with dark and 
myſterious Menaces, and, like Oracles, inſpiring 
the whole Aſſembly with the ſame diabolical Fury 
which poſſeſſed their own Breaſts. Upon this it 
was unanimouſly reſolved to proſecute the War, 
and immediately to renew their Hoſtilities, while 
_ Guatimozin diſguiſed his Obſtinacy under the ſpe- 
cious Pretext of Obedience to his Gods; but 
before he broke up the Council, he gave Or- 
ders, that all the Piraguas and Canoes ſhould re- 
tire to a certain ſort of Bay, which the Lake 
made in that Part of the City, in order to ſecure 
a Retreat, in caſe they ſhould be driven to Ex- 
tremity. | 
Tris Order was inſtantly put in Execution, an 
an incredible Number of thoſe Veſſels made to that 
Bay, with no more People in them than were uſt 
neceſſary to conduct them thither ; of which Mo- 
tion immediate Notice was ſent from the Spaniards, 
who were upon the Lake, to Cortes, who, without 
Heſitation, preſently concluded, That the Mexicans 
were uſing thoſe Precautions with no other View 
than to ſecure their Prince's Perſon, leaving the 
War ſtill on Foot, and the Poſſeſſion of the City 
Bb 3 0 
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to be diſputed. Hereupon he appointed Gonzalo 
de Sandoval for Commander in Chief of all the 
Brigantines, with Orders to ſurround the Bay at a 
Diſtance, and to have a watchful Eye upon what- 
ever Motion the Enemy ſhould happen to make. 
Soon after he advanced with his Troops, with a 
Deſign of approaching their Fortifications, and to 
forward the Peace by the Appearance of War. But 
the Enemy had already received Orders to defend 
themſelves, and before the advanced Guard of the 
Spaniards came up, the Indians declared the Breach 
of the Treaty by their hoſtile Cries, and with a 
ſteady and reſ@lute Countenance prepared for the En- 
counter; but it preſently appeared, that their Haugh- 
tineſs and Courage began to fail them : For they 
had no ſooner perceived the terrible Havock which 
the firſt Diſcharges of the Cannon made in their 
wooden Fortification, which they had fooliſhly ima- 
gined to be impenetrable, but they became ſenſi- 
ble of their Danger, and, according to Appearan- 
ces, they ſent Notice thereof to Guatimozin z for 
it was not long before they made Signs of de- 
manding a Parley, by hanging out white Cloths, 
and very frequently repeating the Word Peace. 
Trey were given to underſtand by the In- 
terpreters, that whoever had any Propoſals to offer 
from their Prince, might approach; upon which 
Aſſurance three or four Mexicans, who by their 


Apparel ſeemed to be Perſons of ſome Note, ap- 


peared: on the further Side of the Ditch. Theſe 
Deputies, having firſt made their accuſtomed Hu- 
miliations, with an affected Gravity, told Cortes, 
% That the Supreme Majeſty of Guatimoxin, their 
“ Lord and Sovereign, had named them his Ser- 


“ yants to treat of an amicable Accommodation, 


* and had fent them to hear what Propoſals the 
2 e Captain 
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Captain of the Spaniards had to make, in order 
* to inform his Mexican Majeſty of the Articles 
of the Capitulation. Cortes reply*d, * That 
e his real and only View was Peace, and that not- 
* withſtanding he had it in his Power to give Laws 
| © to thoſe who ſo long had refuſed to hearken to 
*© Reaſon, yet he once more offered them Peace, 
* and was ready to renew the Treaty which they 
* had broken: But that Affairs of this Nature 
* were difficult to be adjuſted by third Perſons, 
* wherefore it was requiſite that their Prince ſhould 
either appear in Perſon, or at leaſt that he ſhould 
approach with his Counſellers and Miniſters 
& nearer at hand, in order to be the more conve- 
* niently conſulted, in caſe any Diſpute or Diffi- 
“ culty ſhould ariſe; aſſuring them, that he was 
* fully diſpoſed to agree to every thing that was 
* not repugnant or injurious to the ſuperior Autho- 
„ rity of his own Sovereign; with which View he 
* promiſed upon his Word of Honour, (which he 
& alſo confirmed by an Oath) That he would not 
% only, on his Part, cauſe all Hoſtilities to ceaſe, 
© but would likewiſe take particular Care, that 
his Royal Perſon ſhould be in the greateſt Se- 
% curity, and that he ſhould be treated with all 
“ the Deference and Reſpect due to the Mexican 
Emperor.“ | 3 
TRE Deputies upon this immediately retired, 
ſeeming very well ſatisfied with this Anſwer; and 
the ſame Evening returned to the ſame Place, with 
a Meſſage to Cortes; telling him, That his 
«© Mexican Majeſty would not fail of coming thi- 
* ther the next Day, with his Miniſters and At- 
* tendants, to be near at hand to take Cognizance 
of the Articles of the Treaty.” His real In- 
tent was, with various Pretexts, to continue and 


Bb4 prolong 
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prolong the Conferences, till all the Piraguas and 
Canoes could be got together in a Readineſs, in or- 
der to ſecure his Retreat, which had been already 
poſitively reſolved on: And accordingly the fame 
Meſſengers returned again at the Hour appointed, 
pretending, © That a certain unforeſeen Accident 
* had prevented their Prince from keeping his 
£* Word, and that he could not poſſibly come till 
£ the Morrow.” After this, Guatimozin again 
put off his Aſſignation, on Pretence of firſt ad- 


Juſting ſome Points and Conditions relating to the 


Ceremonies and Formalities of that Interview ; 
and, in a Word, four Days paſſed in theſe Ex- 
cuſes and Delays: Nor was the Artifice diſco- 
vered till ſomewhat later than it ſhould have 


been; for Cortes firmly believed that they really 


deſired Peace, founding that Belief upon the Exi- 


gence of their preſent Condition, and had actu- 
ally made ſome Preparations for the Reception of 
Guatimozin with State and Magnificence. But 
when Information was brought him of what paſ- 
ſed in the Lake, he was inwardly aſhamed of 
his Ae ſuffered himſelf to be ſo impoſed up- 


on, and for having retained ſo good an Opinion 


of the Sincerity of thoſe Barbarians, after ſo ma- 
ny Delays, and could not forbear breaking out 


into Threats againſt them; ſhewing that Anger 
and Reſentment, to conceal his Confuſion, and 
ſeeming ſenſible of the Difference there is be- 
tween being openly inſulted, and deceitfully ſur- 
prized, | 
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CHAP. XXV. 


"The Mexicans attempt to make their Retreat 
' by the Lake. They engage the Brigan- 


lines with their Cances, in order to faci- 
litate Guatimozin's Eſcape. He is made 
Priſoner, and the City ſurrenders. 


» 7 HE Day being come, which Cortes had ap- 


pointed the Mexican Deputies, as the utmoſt 
Period of Time he would allow them to reſolve in, 


Gonzalo de Sandoval diſcovered, at the Dawn of the 


Morning, great Multitudes of Mexicans with all 
imaginable Diligence embarking on board the Ca- 


noes, which were in the Bay. Of this Motion he 


ſent immediate Notice to Cortes, and getting to- 
gether the Brigantines which were diſtributed in 
divers Creeks, he ſlowly made towards them ; till 


he was near enough to play his Artillery. At the 


ſame time the Canoes of the Enemy, on board of 


Which were all the Nobility, and almoſt all the 
principal Perſons of the City, began to move, they 


having unanimouſly reſolved to make their laſt 
Efforts againſt the Brigantines, and at all Hazards 


to maintain the Fight, till their Prince had made 


his Retreat; after which they were to diſperſe and 
follow him by ſeveral Ways. Accordingly they 
put this Deſign in Execution, attacking the Bri- 
gantines with ſuch Vigour, that without being any 
wiſe diſmayed at the Havock the Canon made 
among them at a Diſtance, they undauntedly ad- 
yanced to receive the Strokes of Swords and Lan- 
ces. But at the ſame time that the Mexicans were 


engaging with ſuch extraordinary Fury, Gonzalo de 


Sandoval obſerved, that from the fartheſt Part _ 
e 


— 
er * 
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the Bay, fix or ſeven Piraguas, with the utmoſt 
Force of Oars, were making the beſt of their Way ; 
upon which he immediately ordered Captain Gar- 
cia de Holguin to chace them with his Brigantine, 
and, with as little Damage as poſſible, to endeavour 
to take them. | 
He pitched upon Holguin for this Action, as 
well for the Confidence he had in his Courage and 
Diligence, as for the great Swiftneſs of his Veſſel, 
which Difference of that Brigantine from the reſt, 
might perhaps depend upon the Strength and Dex- 
terity of his Rowers; or probably was rather owing 
to the Goodneſs of her Make, by which ſhe was 
more obedient to the Oars ; a Circumſtance of no 
ſmall Advantage and Importance in thoſe Veſſels. 
That Captain, without loſing a Moment's Time, 
more than was juſt neceffary for tacking about, and 
for the Rowers to take Breath, uſed ſuch extraor- 
dinary Diligence, that he ſoon overtook them; 
when turning the Head of his Brigantine, he fell 
in upon the foremoſt Piragua, which ſeemed to 
command the reſt. They all at once ceaſed from 
rowing, and lay upon their Oars, when they 
found themſelves attacked ; and ſome of thoſe who 
were in the firſt Piragua, called out amain to. the 
Brigantine not to fire; ſaying, the Royal Perſon of 
his Mexican Majeſty was on board that Veſſel; 
which Words were interpreted by ſome Spanifh Sol- 
diers, who began to have a ſmall Smattering of the 
Mexican Language: and the better to make them- 
ſelves underſtood, they flung down their Arms, ac- 
companying their Requeſt with all the Demonſtra- 
tions of People who ſurrendered. Upon this, the 
Brigantines boarded the Piragua, into which Garcia 
de Holguin, with ſome of the Spaniards, imme- 
diately leaped, in order to ſecure the Prize. Gua- 
timozin inftantly advanced, and, diftinguiſhing the 
| Captain 
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Captain by the Reſpe& paid him by the reſt, ſaid, 


J am. your Priſoner, and ready to go whitherſoever 
ou think fit to conduct me: All I have to defire of 
you, is, that ſome Regard may be had to the Honour 
of the Empreſs my Conſort, and to that of the Women 
who accompany ber. He then paſſed into the Bri- 
gantine, and gave his Hand to that Princeſs to help 
her up; and was ſo much Maſter of himſelf, and 
ſo far from being in any Conſternation, that per- 
ceiving Holguin to be in ſome Concern about the 
other Piraguas, he, with great Sedateneſs of Coun- 
tenance, added, You have no Occaſion, Sir, to give 
yourſelf any Trouble concerning thoſe my Followers, 
for they will all come to die at the Feet of their 
Prince : and upon the firſt Signal he made them, 
they let their Weapons drop out of their Hands, 
and followed the Brigantine as Priſoners, in Obe- 
dience to their Soverzign's Command. 1 
GONZZALO DE SANDOVAL was all that time hotly 
engaged with the Canoes, and, by the Reſiſtance 
he met with, he became ſenſible of the Quality of 
thoſe who defended them, and of the great Courage 
and Fidelity of the Mexican Nobility ; who, at the 
Hazard of their own Lives, had undertaken to ſe- 
cure their Prince's Liberty. But the Conflict was 
of no long Continuance, becauſe they ſoon had 
Notice of his being taken ; which they no ſooner 
underſtood, but their loud military Cries were con- 
verted into dolorous, yet leſs noiſy Lamenta- 
tions. They did not only ſurrender with little or 
no Reſiſtance, but ſeveral of the Nobility requeſted 
that they might be taken on board the Brigantines, 
to follow the Fortune of their Prince. 

Garcia pt Holm came up at the ſame time, 
having firſt diſpatched away a Canoe with the News 
to Cortes ; and without bearing down too near upon 
Sandoval's Brigantine, he gave him, as he paſſed 


by 


380 The HIS TO RV of the Book V. 


by, a brief Account of what had happened: but 
perceiving that he was deſirous of taking Charge of 
that important Priſoner, he made the beſt of his 
Way, leſt Sandoval ſnould ſend him an Order to that 
Purpoſe, and his refuſing to obey, ſhould be looked 
upon as a Crime. 

TE Spaniards in the City were, in the mean 
while, carrying on their Attack againſt the wooden 
Fortifications, and the Mexicans who had undertaken 
to defend it, in order to make a Diverſion on that 
Side, maintain'd their Ground with notable Courage 
and Reſolution, till being informed by their Senti- 


nels of the Misfortune of the Piraguas which at- 
tended Guatimozin, they, more like Men aſto- 


niſhed than terrified, retired in Confuſion. and 
Diſorder. A 
Taz Occaſion of that ſudden Change was ſoon 


known : for at that very Inſtant arrived the Canoe 


ſent by Holguin ; and Cortes, lifting up his Eyes to- 
wards Heaven, as acknowledging the Supreme 


Author of all his Fortune and Succeſs,. ordered his 


Captains to keep their Ground within View of the 
Fortifications, without attempting any thing till 
further Inſtructions ; ſending at the ſame time two 
Companies of Spaniards to the Landing-place to 
guard the Royal Priſoner, and then went himſelf to 
receive him not far from the Quarters ; which he 
did with very great Courteſy and Reſpect, Signs and 
Geſtures ſerving inſtead of Words: to which Gua- 
timozin made a Return in the ſame Language, en- 
deavouring to conceal the Agitations of his Breaſt by 
a forced Complaiſance. 

Being come to the Entrance into the General's 
Quarters, they all made a Stop, and Guatimozin, 
with the Empreſs, went in firſt, affecting to ſhew 
that he had no Reluctance to his Confinement. They 
both immediately took their Seats; but that Prince, 

| ſeeming 
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ſeeming to recollect himſelf, preſently roſe up a- 
again, and deſired Cortes to ſit down. He was, in 
theſe Beginnings of his Adverſity, ſo much Maſter 
of himſelf, that knowing the Interpreters by the 
Place where they were poſted, he began the Con- 
verſation, ſaying to the General, yy do you delay, 
valiant and renowned Captain, with that Sword you 
wear by your Side, to take away my Life ? Priſoners 
of my Rank are but a Burden to the Conqueror. Diſ- 
patch me then at once, and let me have at leaſt the 


Satisfaction of dying by your Hand, fince I could not 


obtain the Happineſs of loſing my Life in my Country's 
Defence. 

H would gladly have proceeded ; but here all 
his Conſtancy failed him, and only his Tears uttered 
the reſt, putting a Stop to his Words, and forcing 


their way thro? his unwilling Eyes. His Royal Con- 


ſort bore him Company with leſs Reſerve, and 
Cortes found himſelf obliged to do Violence to his 
Pity and Compaſſion, to avoid following their Ex- 


ample : but after allowing thoſe Illuſtrious Priſoners 


ſome Time to vent their Sorrow, he anſwered Gua- 
timozin, That he was not his Priſoner, nor was 
56 his Greatneſs fallen into ſo inglorious a Condition 
c as that; but that he was Priſoner to a Monarch 
“ ſo great and powerful, that the whole Univerſe 
© had no one Potentate who was his Superior in any 
% Reſpect, and ſo good and bountiful withal, that, 
% from his Royal Clemency, he might not only 
* hope to regain his loſt Liberty, but even the 
* Empire of his Anceſtors, with the glorious Ad- 
edition of his Friendſhip : And that, in the mean 
* while, till he could receive his Sovereign's In- 
* ſtructions, he ſhould be reſpected by the Spa- 
% ziards, and treated among them in ſuch a Man- 
© ner, that he ſhould not miſs his own Mexican 


* Subjects.” Cortes would have proceeded to 


comfort 
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comfort him with ſome Examples of other unfor- 
tunate Princes, but Guatimozin was then too hea- 
vily oppreſſed with Grief to admit of any Conſola- 
tion ; for which Reaſon the General, fearing that 
he ſhould rather mortify, than appeaſe him, de- 
ſiſted for the preſent ; conſolatory Words and Per- 
ſuaſions being of little Force or Efficacy to make 
any Impreſſions upon the Minds of dethroned Po- 
tentates; neither is it an eaſy matter to find Reſig- 
nation in thoſe Hearts which are ignorant of the True 
God. | 


GUATIMOZIN was a Prince about twenty-three; 


or twenty-four Years of Age, ſo brave, that, at 


thoſe Years, he had by his Exploits, and Victories 
in the Field, riſen to thoſe Honours which quali- 


fied the Nobles to aſcend the Throne. He was, 


as to his Perſon, extremely well proportioned, tall, 
yet robuſt and ſtrong built, and of ſo fair a Com- 
plexion, that among thoſe of his own Nation, he 
looked like one of a different Climate. His Face, 


which ſuited well the reſt, diſcovered a haughty 
Mind, and was ſo habituated to command Reſpect, 
that even amidſt the inward Agitations of his Soul, 


he loſt nothing of the Majeſty of his Air. The 
Empreſs, who was about the ſame Age, by the 


Gracefulneſs of her Carriage, and the Vivacity of her 


Mien, attracted the Eyes of all; but her Beauty 
was rather manly and majeſtick, than delicate, 
looking well at the firſt Sight; which Agreeable- 
neſs. ſoon diminiſhed, though the Majeſty of her 
Preſence ſtill continued. She was Niece to the 
Great Motezuma, or, as ſome ſay, his Daughter; 
which when Cortes underſtood, he renewed the 
Offers of his beſt Service, profeſſing himſelf 
obliged to pay to the Perſon of that Princeſs, the 


Veneration he owed to the Memory of that 
Monarch. | 
| Ix 
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Ix the mean while he thought it neceſſary to re- 
turn to his Troops, in order to reduce that Part of 
the City, which was ſtill in the Enemy's Poſſeſſion; 
ſo that breaking off the Converſation for the pre- 
ſent, he very courteouſly took Leave of his Royal 
Priſoners, giving them in Charge to Gonzalo de' 

Sandoval, with a ſufficient Guard ; but before his 
Departure, Word was brought him, that Guatimo- 
zin deſired to ſpeak with him; his Deſign, as it 
preſently appeared, being to intercede for the 
Mexicans, his late Vaſſals. When the General came, 

that Prince, in the moſt preſſing Terms, conjured 
him, not to injure or . miſuſe them; ſince they only 
wanted the Knowledge of his being a Priſoner, to in- 


duce them to ſurrender. He had ſo much Preſence 


of Mind, that he readily gueſſed at the Occaſion of 
the General's Departure, and in the midft of his 
Afflictions had the Welfare and Preſervation of his 
Subjects at Heart : A Care truly worthy of a prince- 
ly Mind! And notwithſtanding Cortes gave him 
Aſſurances that he would treat them with Lenity, 
yet he earneſtly deſired Permiſſion for one of his 
own Miniſters to go along with him, to diſpoſe the 
Mexican Troops, and the reſt of his Subjects to 
ſubmit, and to tell them from him, That they 
<* ſhould obey the General of the Spaniards, ſince it 
* was not reaſonable or prudent in them to in- 
* cenſe a Perſon who had their Prince in his 
4 Power, or refuſe to conform themſelves to the 
Decrees of their Deities.” ER 
CorTEs found the Army in the ſame Poſture in 
which he had left it, nor had the leaſt Alteration 


- 


happened during his Abſence ; for the Enemy, 


who had retired upon the firſt Conſternation they 
had been put into, by the News of their Emperor's 
being taken, had neither Courage enough left to 
defend themſelves, - nor Judgment to capitulate. 


Guati-* 


384 The HISTORY of the Book V. 
Guatimozin's Miniſter entered their Quarters, and 
immediately upon his EY them with the 
Orders he brought, they threw down their Arms, 
and ſubmitted. .,, _. | 
By the Mediation of that Miniſter, it was agreed, 
that they ſhould march out without Arms or Bag- 
gage, which they immediately put in Execution 
after ſo precipitate a Manner, that in a few Mo- 
ments the Place was evacuated. It raiſed Admi- 
ration in the Beholders, to ſee the Multitudes of 
military Men that ſtill remained, after ſo many 
Defeats, and ſuch conſiderable Loſſes. Great Care 
was taken to prevent their being any way mo- 
leſted or ill uſed in their Retreat; and ſuch De- 
ference and Regard was paid to the General's 
Orders, that there was not ſo much as an oppro- 
brious or injurious Word heard among the Con- 
federate Indians, who ſo mortally hated the 
Mexican. 1 „„ 
Tux Troops then marched into that remaining 
Part of the City, where they found nothing but 
miſerable Objects, horrible to the Sight, and dread- 
ful even to the Thought; ſome fick and diſabled 
Wretches, who could not follow the reſt, and o- 
thers grievouſly wounded, all calling upon Death 
to relieve them from their Miſery, and exclaiming 
againſt the unſeaſonable Clemency of the Conque- 
rors : But nothing made fo great an Impreſſion up- 
on the Spaniards, and filled their Souls with Horror 
ſo much, as the Sight of certain Courts, and de- 
ſerted Houſes, where the Indians had heaped up the 
Bodies of all the Men of Note who had been ſlain in 
Battle, in order at Leiſure to celebrate their Fu- 
neral Obſequies; from whence proceeded ſuch an 
intolerable Stench, that they were even afraid to 
breathe ; and, in Effect, the Air was little leſs than 


infected therewith, which obliged them to rs 
| their 
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cheir Retreat. Cortes having aſſigned Quarters to 
Gonzalo de Sandoval, and Pedro de Alvarado, at 
ſome Diſtance from that contagious Place, and 
given what other Orders he thought requiſite, re- 
tired with his Priſoners to Cuyoacan, (taking with 
him the Body of Troops commanded by Cbriſtoval 
de Olid) till the City could be cleanſed and freed 
from thoſe Horrors ; whither in a few Days after 
he returned, to confider of the propereſt Means to 
eſtabliſh and maintain his Conqueſt, and to take 
neceſſary Precautions and Meaſures with regard to 
the Conſequences which might attend this proſperous 
Expedition. 
TE Impriſonment of Guatimozin, and the in- 
tire Reduction of Mexico, happened on the thir- 
teenth of Auguſt in the Year 1521, being the Day 
of St. Hypolito; in Memory whereof, the City, to 
this Day, celebras the Feſtival of that great 
Martyr, under the Title of Patron of Mexico. The 
Siege continued nin@y-three Days; and in the va- 
rious Events of profperous and adverſe Fortune, the 
Judgment, intrepidity, and Conſtancy of Cortes, 
are equally to be admired with the indefatigable 
Perſeverance and Valour of the Spaniards, and 
the Unanimity and Obedience of the Confe- 
derate Nations ; allowing to the Mexicans the 
Honour of having defended their Prince and 
Country with the utmoſt Efforts of. Bravery and 
Patience. FED - 
ArTER the taking of Guatimozin, and the Con- 
queſt of the Capital City of thar vaſt Empire, the 
Tributary Princes firſt came in to acknowledge, 
and to do Homage to the Conqueror; and their 
Example was ſoon followed by the Caziques of the 
circumjacent Diſtrifts, ſome being induced to 
Var, II. Cc it 
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it by the grea utation of the Spaniards, and 
others — y Force of Arms; and in a 
ſhort time was erected that noble Movarchy, | 
which crits thy Name of New-Spain,. the great 
Emperor Charles the Fiſth owing to Hernan Cortes 

no leſs thai a new Crown, well worthy of his 
Imperial Temples. A wonderful Conqueſt, and 
a moſt illuſtrious Conqueror, among thoſe which 
many Ages rarely produce, and of which there 
are but few Examples in Hiſtory! e 
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